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ROUND THE SHOWS
THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER

For two years” Broadway laughed, at

Kaufman and Hart’s stage comedy,

“The Man Who Came to Dinner.” In

the ordinary course of events Auck-

landers would never get the oppor-

tunity,,to witness a performance of a

play of this calibre. But .Hollywood,

with one of those flashes of sense

which we see . only too rarely, has

bought the screen rights of this com-

edy gem and filmed it with the orig-

inal stage star.

Monty Woolley is his name, and

Warner Bros, have surrounded him

with a selection of their greatest tal-

ent—Bette Davis, Ann i Sheridan, Billie

Burke, Jimmy Durante, and Reginald

Gardiner.

Monty Woolley has the role of Sheri-

dan Whiteside, famous lecturer and

vitriolic wit, who accepts a society

woman’s invitation to dinner and

stays a month. The cause of his pro-

longed visit is a broken hip, ; and it

is doubtful whether any guest the

world over has ever created so . much

havoc. < ~

The film will open at the Civic The-

atre this week-end. .

“PIERRE OF THE PLAINS”

One of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s new-

est./screen finds, John Carroll, has

the leading role in the action drama,

“Pierre of the Plains,” which heads

the double-feature programme which

will begin a season at the Majestic

Theatre to-morrow. First seen in the

musical production “Babes in Arms,”

John Carroll .has rapidly risen to

stardom, and in this film is seen as

a Canadian backwoodsman. Ruth

Hussy plays opposite him, and Bruce

Cabot heads the supporting cast. The

second feature is “Almost Married,” a

typical Universal comedy featuring

Jane Frazee and Robert Page. That

ace of fat comedians Eugene Pallette

heads the supporting cast.

For those who enjoy serials, chap-

ters of “Overland Mail,” and the

amazing “Captain Marvel,” are show-

ing at certain sessions during the

week-end.

"THE SHANGHAI GESTURE” >

A famous hit play, long coveted by

Hollywood’s leading companies, has

reached the screen at last, and Auck-

landers will have the chance to see it

when “The Shanghai Gesture” opens

at the Century Theatre on Friday,
Gene Tierney, Victor Mature, Walter

Huston, and Ona Munson head' a

magnificent stellar cast. As is to be

expected from a picture directed by

the famous von Sternberg, lavish sets

provide the background for the Ori-

ental story. One of the most spec-

tacular is the Casino 1 operated by Mo-

ther. Gin Slinga den for Shanghai’s

seamiest derelicts.

One of the most outstanding sets

is a Chinese street scene at the time

of the celebration of the New Year.

Against this colourful background is

played out a strange drama of love

and hatred, with seven fascinating

characters bent on destroying each

other.

Mother Gin Sling, a fascinating,

glamorous women, bent on dire ven-

geance, is portrayed by.; Ona Munson,
and Gene Tierney plays Poppy, a girl

who rushes headlong into disaster.

The Century will open for troops

this Sunday.

FILM BREVITIES

Walter Wanger’s technicolour ver-

sion of “The Arabian Nights” is due

for early screening in Auckland.

Sabur Jon Hall and the alluring Vien-

nese actress Maria
,

Montez are fea-

tured. The film is staged on. the

same lavish scale as “The Thief of

Baghdad..’
'

* • * /J *

Walt Disney’s full-length musical

masterpiece “Fantasia’ is now on in

Wellington, we are informed, and will

shortly reach Auckland. Disney’s 'fin-

est cultural effort, this film created a

sensation overseas.
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STARTING FRIDAY—APRIL 16

— OPEN THIS SUNDAY ’ —

THE CENTURY
QUEEN ST.— Phone 42-169

Dir. Amalgamated Theatres Ltd.

Plan at Theatre and Beggs.

SHANGHAI
'

r City of Intrigue and Mystery

' Here . Live 7 Fascinating and Evil
./>'• People — Each Determined to

Destroy the Other.

Arnold Pressberger Presents

The

SHANGHAI GESTURE

SHANGHAI GESTURE

SHANGHAI GESTURE

SHANGHAI GESTURE

Starring

GENE TIERNEY

Co-Starred .

ONA MUNSON — WALTER HUSTON
VICTOR MATURE

Released Thru' United Artists.

Rec. by Censor for Adults.

Unsuitable for Children.

Reserves Cost No Extra
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MAJESTIC
A Fuller Theatre

Continuous 11 a.m. to 7.15 p.m.

Evening Session 7.45 p.m.

NOW SHOWING.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Present

JOHN CARROLL — RUTH HUSSY

• . ■ ‘ and -BRUCE CABOT

J '.' in

"PIERRE OF THE PLAINS"
Approved for Universal Exhibition

2nd Feature .

. .’ Universal Pictures ..Present
JANE FRAZEE — ROBT. PAIGE

with EUGENE - PALLETTE ' : T,

in

"ALMOST MARRIED"
---/ .’/Recommended by- Censor for Adults

"Overland Mail" Serial

at 7.30 p.m. Friday and at

Saturday . Matinee

"CapL Marvel"- Serial

at Saturday .Matinee-. only
'

,
Box' Plans at Theatre — Phone 43-210

"SEE YOU AT THE CIVIC"

CIVIC
Four Sessions Daily

1 1 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m., 8 p.m,

NOW SHOWING

The most laughed at play of our day
A smile every second, a' laugh every minute.

with

BETTE DAVIS — ANN SHERIDAN
MONTE WOOLEY — BILLIE BURKE

JIMMY DURANTE — RICHARD TRAVIS

•>/ln Warner Bros. Happiest Hit

"THE MAN WHO CAME TO

DINNER"
(And stayed six months)

Recommended by,.Censor for Adults

Also screening

"THE GAY PARISIAN"
In a. riot of glorious Technicolor -

Warner Bros.' Million Dollar Short of the

. complete .
BALLET RUSSE DE MONTE CARLO.

.

CIVIC
Now

Vz 1 V IV/ Showing

The Rendezvous of the Services
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