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THE SOUTH PACIFIC AS

N.Z.WAR THEATRE.

(by- the "Gook”)

IN this issue we present the first of a 'ser-
.l pg of articles on the above by .

the ” Go ok ”

which is the pseudonym
adopted by a well known

writer, now in uniform.
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GENTLEMEN, allow me

to thank you for the

privilege of contrib-

uting to your Wnit news

paper which I regard
as a singular honour.

DOZERDUST combines
so many unusual feat-

ures that it reveals
the Kiwi as a soldier
whd is interested in

more than the latest
pin-up girl ,

CONSEQUENTLY, it is
with some , trepidation
that I approach the

subject on ’which I un-

dertook to write. You

arc probably more famil
iar with* the subject
than I, My excuse,
however, ,is that an out
si dor sometimes see the

implications of a sett-

ing more- clearly than

docs 'those who arc clos-

ely related to what is
taking place,. How far
I succeed I leave you
to decide.

IN this series of
•_

articles I wish to flash-
litght what seem to mo to
be vital goal posts to •

wards which we are mov-

ing. You, like many other
soldiers in the Pacific,
wi.sh to return to your
country; that thought is
uppermost in your minds
all the time. A thoroughl
ly normal desire; you
have your homes, your
wives, your children,your
friends and, I Would add,
you have a country of.
which you can be justly
proud

The Difference,

WHAT is frequently
overlooked by many sol -

biers is that since 1939
ho one has been living a
" noimal “ life, New

ZealandJr along' with
other members of the

Bri ti sh Bmp ire lia ve

gone through an Inferno

tha tma'■ :e s Da nto’ s He 11

look like a fraternity
meeting. In the early
stages of the war betw-
een the Japs and Chinese

I saw hundreds of child-
ren literally starving
to death; I saw small

kids grey haired, and
i ns.ane - pre gna nt women-

wojnen raped by so many
soldiers that they lost
their- son. That,gcn-
telmcn, is merely part
of of the forgotten
details of war while you
•were living a ” normal ”,
civilian life.

Might Have Been.

TODAY you are taking
part in the same war.
It might have exome to

your homes - it might
have been your children

who were starving to

death, it might have
been,your wives who.
were insane. It might
have been your co untry
that was treated as

just another Chinese
province. It did not

happen. But; the prog- -
res of the Japs in the
first few months of. the*
ir onslaught should have
revealed to you how eas*

ily you mi&ht have boon
conquered.

TK3 early success

of the Japs also reveal-
ed that Nov; Zealand,
along with Australia,car
no longer regard Isolat*
ion as a source of
gth. From now one for /
you the Pacific will be(

a dateline - Just a

point where you meet
your enemy. A frontdeer
that will be as easily
crossed ns Quean street.

A Small Nation.
Muraover, your country
has outgrown the pi one®

stage; you are new a

small nation with oblig-
ations much more momen-

tuous than those your

grandfathers shouldered
when they landed in N. r ,
A hundred years from

now there will be men

and women in New Zeal®?:
bearing your name; yotei
photographs will no don
be preserved, perhaps
some of your letters,
and even the souvenirs

you made in New Caled-
onia

They Will Ask.

YOUR descendants wlj
look back on your work,
knowing that you were

one of the men who heli
shape the N.Z. of 2044.
Today many of you look
back on the pioneers &

think of the opportunii
ies they missed; tho
land they could have
bought cheaply, the- mi-

they could have found t

they money they could
have sabad. You can set

what they could not .

What Do You Sqq ?

• IT is vo rth remember-
ing that your
may look at your fadigt

photograph on the -wall
and ask why you did no i

see the, opportunites
that lay before you in

1944. Opportunites
that were vastly diff-
erent from those of
iB6O or 1900. They may
ask why you did not sec

that by combining with

Australia, Fiji and -

.Samoa, New Zealand
would join in a feder-
ation that would be so

strong no European
power would dare att-
ack. It might be asked

why you did not know
that by 2044 the Japan-
ese, the Malayans and'

peoples of Indo-China
Wo-jild become a united
people, powerful and

hungry to rule the whi
China who today is the
si ok manof si a maybe

the Russia of tomorr
ow.

Excuses.

YOU may say, but we

are members of ths Brit
ish Commonwealth. True.

See page 5»


