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schedule and will doubtless assure

Britain of domination of the Atlantic

service for at least several years.
Whether it will be practical or econ-

omical to continue increasing the size

and speeds of the world’s luxury liners

—the two must go together, for expert
opinion has shown that, while 80,000
tons approximates to 30 knots, it would
require 100.00) tons to give a speed
of about 32 knotsonly events can

prove, and in the meantime the pos-
sible effects of competition from the

air have to be taken into account. It

may not be worth while to spend the

tic mendoes additional sums necessary

to raise the liner’s speed beyond the

present level, but, with such ships as

the ’’Queens” and their rivals offering,
this will not mean any great sacrifice.
The giant Cunarders and their kind

represent the finest achievements of

man in their own field.

Held the Blue Riband for more than

20 years—the old Mauretania

THE “WAHINE’S” SUCCESSOR

A new, 950-passenger vessel for

the Wellington-Lyttelton steamer-ex-

press service, is at present under

construction for the Union Steam

Ship Company of N.Z. Ltd. She is

being built in the yards of Vickers

Armstrong Ltd., at Barrow-in-Fur-
ness from which the Rangatira and

Awatea were launched.

It is hoped that she will be ready
to enter the service, replacing the

Wahine, at the end of 1946. The Wa-

hine is at present engagedl in trans-

porting members of the R.N.Z.A.F.
home to New Zealand for demobilisa-
tion.

Dimensions of the steamer are

much the same as those of the Ranga-
tira, overall length 400 ft. and beam
of 58 ft. being identical but the gross
tonnage will be 6,900 compared with
the 6,152 tons of the Rangatira.

She will be a five decker and will

embody many improvements-— re-

sult of wartime experience.—includ-
ing radar equipment among her new

navigational devices and will be

equipped with a radio telephone, in

addition to normal radio equipment,
for communication with shore.

The greatest innovation will be in

her accommodation .arrangements.

Passenger accommodation will be

laid out for one class only, the faros

being graded from the present second
class upward, according to size of

cabin, number of berths and position,
There will be approximately 30 one-

berth cabins, 235 two-berth cabins, 20

three-berth cabins and 70 four-berth

cabins. • Instead of the dining .saloon

being below as in former vessels there

will be a cafe on the promenade deck,

together with a large smoking room.

Special consideration has been

given to the carrying of motor

vehicles and she will have room for

about sixty-two.

The main propulsion units will de-

velop 13,500 shaft horse-power and

it is expected that a speed of 23 knots

will be obtained in trials.

This New Zealand vessel will very

likely be the first outstanding post-
war passenger steamer to emerge

from British shipyards.


