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REPRISAL

The persistent and cruel attacks upon the civil populace

of London are the dominating feature of the news of the past

few weeks, and like the magnetic mine and other “surprise”

features employed by the enemy, Great Britain will surely over-

come . such initial advantages expediently and efficiently with

telling results. It took Germany many years to, develop the mag-

netic mine and in more than seven years they have, not discovered

a counter for it; on the other hand Britain effectively countered

it in seven days.
x
It is interesting to note also that Britain had

magnetic mines in the Great War. Apart from the fact that

Germany’s air offensive has been considerably checked in spite

of the varying tactics employed, and the tremendous losses suf-

fered by Germany during this “trying out” period, which far

outweigh their military . significance, these raids still continue

with diminishing effectiveness. Germany has not, and never

will gain ascendancy in the air, for the freedom of the air will

be mastered by Britain as surely as the freedom of the seas. It

is even more interesting to note that these opinions are expressed

by many competent neutral observers.

Meanwhile negotiations are in progress with the United

States of America for the purchase of “flying fortresses” pre-

sumably for the purposes of reprisals against the cruel attacks

of wanton destruction. Nothwithstanding the brilliant successes

of the R.A.F. in destroying military objectives in Germany and

throughout the occupied countries the effectiveness of such

“flying fortresses” can be visualised by the known performances

of such craft which have a very long flying range and can operate

at a height to which no attacking planes can ascend. They are

capable of carrying tremendous loads of high explosives and

are well equipped with machine guns. The “flying fortress” is

officially known as B-17 and is a four-motored bomber built by
the Boeing Aircraft Corporation. Two years ago a formation

of these planes flew a distance of 10,000 miles and yet another

flight of 2,500 'miles was accomplished at 20,000 feet with a

maximum of 33,000 feet which is 6,000 feet above the normal

height of bombers. The latter flight was made in about nine

and a quarters hours. The cabins were electrically heated and

the outside temperatures were sometimes 12 degrees below zero.

The average speed maintained, was 270 miles an hour with a

maximum of 376 m.p.h. The plane has a wingspread of 105

feet and weights 22 tons and is capable of carrying four 2,000

lb. bombs besides smaller bombs. The advantages of the “flying
fortress” are all-weather efficiency, range, and the fact that it

travels so high that ground instruments and observers .would

never detect its approach. A sizeable fleet of these planes are

capable of blasting Berlin and what is left of Germany out of

existence to say nothing of Rome and Italian possessions. . One

thing is certain, you can rely upon Britain to do the right thing

at the right time and the resultant outcome will dispel all doubts

of complete mastery of the situation. ■

Officer to Tommy: “Did you call

the sergeant a rogue, a liar, a high-

way robber and a vagabond”
Tommy: “I did, sir.”

■ “Did you call him a ‘double-dyed
twister?’”

- “No, sir, I forgot that.”

*** . *

Diggers in Palestine plant seeds

outside their tents. Evidently they

are digging in.

ANN POWELL’S
NEW CRITERION HOTEL
Albert Street Auckland

Headquarters for

N.Z.’s FIGHTING FORCES

ALL ALES

And Best of Wines and Spirits
Excellent Accommodation

A **** Automobile Association

Rating

Always ask for

Innes’ Drinks
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They have the QUALITY
/

PETER PAN
(N.Z’s. Premier Cabaret)

EVERY

FRIDAY and SATURDAY

SOLDIERS!

Leave your

Washing and

Dry Cleaning
AT THE CANTEEN

We collect & deliver

AUCKLAND
LAUNDRY

co.
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TOURS FOR SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

On Week-end Leave—We cater

for Private Hire Parties to any
towns and country centres

throughout the North Island.

37 Seater Deluxe Stewart
Coaches at a minimum of cost.

When arranging week-end leave
trips—Phone 45-800.

AUCKLAND BUS CO. LTD.
■ ■ * . .’

DEVONPORT FERRY CO.

Be sure and visit Takapuna

when on leave in Auckland.

I CHEZ PAREE
THE LEADING CABARET

by the sea, BUCKLAND’S BEACH

Every Saturday Night
Best Band - Best Floor ~

2/6 Supper Included 2/6
Cubicle Reservations

Phone I I 2 Howick
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YOU CAN DEPEND ON

LOYAL SUPPORT

and EVERY CONSIDERATION

at

Meet the

ARMY, NAVY and AIR FORCE
' at the

VICTORIA HOTEL

Victoria Street, W., Auckland

ACCOMMODATION
Exclusively Reserved for

THE FIGHTING FORCES

Ales, Wines and Spirits
of the Best

A Home Away from Home!

CITY HOTEL
(C. H. Trigg)

Cr. Victoria and Hobson Streets,
Auckland.

Let’s all go down to

STRAND HOTEL
Stanley St., Parnell.

Phone 45-294.

: Remember Your Advertisers

Their Co-operation Assures You

of Friendly Service


