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WEEKEND HOSPITALITY

Soldier Guests At Y.W.C.A.

Gatherings
\ - -

The opening celebrations of the

weekend hospitality sponsored by the

board of the Wellington Y.W.C.A., for

soldiers, took place on Saturday and

were most successful, being attended

by more than 200 men and girls. The

hoard with a committee, under the

chairmanship of Mrs. Knox Gilmer,

will conduct the entertainments, and

for the opening weekend the associa-

tion and the soldiers were the guests

of Mrs. Kuby Gilmer, who was unfor-

tunately unable to attend because of

illness.
The men began to arrive at 5

o’clock,-,and games were held till tea

time, when two large relays dealt with

the- demand for refreshments. Danc-

ing fololwed. and at 8 o’clock the offi-
cial opening took place in the Blue

Trianglel Hall.
On the platform the official, party

comprised Mrs. R. Gardiner, president
of the Wellington Y.W.C.A. board, who

was chairman; Mrs. P. Fraser, who

attended in the absence of the Prime

Minister; the Minister of Defence, Mr.

•Tones, and Mrs. Jones;.the mayor and

mayoress of Wellington, Mr. and Mrs.

T. C. A. Hislop: Captain R. Haddow,
Mr. and Mrs. Proctor. Brief speeches
of welcome and appreciation were

made by those on the platform. Board

members present were Mrs.- Martin,

Miss Rennie Miss Kershaw, Mrs. E.

W. Hunt, Mrs. Nichols, Miss G. Plim-

mer. Mr. and Mrs. Carter, Mr. and

Mrs. Bowden and Miss M. Toulson.

Members of the girls’ clubs of the

Y.W.C.A. attended as partners for the

men. The cafeteria, lounge and Blue

Triangle Hall were thrown open to

the men. Community singing and

dancing were enjoyed till 11 o’clock
The programme was in charge of the

three activities secretaries, Miss E

Bennell, Miss' McDonald and Miss

.Saunders. Another enjoyable after-
noon was held yesterday, when a large
number of soldiers were present.

Miss Bridgeman expressed her pleas-
ure at the attendance and at the real

enjoyment of the men. who keenly ap-

preciated the efforts made on their be-

half.

CANTEENS IN EGYPT

Soldiers Can Buy Almost

Everything

For the first time in history, it is

claimed, an efficient canteen service

was ready to take the field at the same

time as the troops, and is functioning
in every part of the world where British

sailors, soldiers and airmen are serving.

To the Britisher serving anywhere

overseas, N.A.A.F.I. (Navy, Army, and

Air Force Institutes) means canteen.

In the camp of the New Zealand Ex-

peditionary Force alone there are eight
of these institutes. They are the

soldier’s source of almost everything he

wants to buy—postage stamps, soap,

cameras, til,ms, tobacco, beer, hot sup-

pers and many other luxuries and neces-

si ties. Even messing issues are macle

through the central store and distribut-

ing depot in the camp.

Each of the institutes is a large
wooden building with two spacious
rooms, tilled with tables and chairs,
opening on to the central servery and
kitchen. One room in the past has been

available for general use and the other

reserved for corporals, but it is now

planned to convert each corporal's room

into a recreation and social centre.

Each institute also has a reading and

writing-room controlled by the Y.M.C.A.
The canteen maintains its traditional

popularity as a rendezvous for the men

of the force. On pay nights in particu-
lar it presents a, cheerful, convivial

scene, and is frequently used for smoke

concerts by sections or platoons. Com-
munity singsongs held there periodic-
ally are always well attended.

Prices of several of the articles

stocked are lower than those ruling in

ordinary retail shops. According to a

statement issued on the operation of the
institutes, they are conducted by a

non-profit company, which has no

shareholders and does not pay divi-

dends. The company is controlled by
a council whose members are drawn

from the three services and a board
of management made up of service

representatives and civilians with busi-

ness experience.

Of the money spent at the institutes,

it is stated, the greater part merely
covers the cost of the goods purchased.
A percentage of the remainder goes

back to the units in the form of a

rebate, and after reserves have been

allowed for, the balance is expended
for the benefit of the services as a

whole. ,

YULE SMILE

I

! POETRY ON PARADE. '
he battalion recently received as

fecruit a young man of education

hculture, who had failed to make

h in other vocations. On his first

’i on the parade ground he was ex-

ited by several hours of marching

r rnd down.

stand at ease!” ordered the officer

list.
Gow wonderful is death!” muttered

| recruit.

pc officer turned like a flash.

Aho said that?” he demanded.

pe culprit smiled wanly as he re-

-111: “Shelly, I believe, sir.”

I♦♦ * * .

Lie British pilot-officer returned

h a raid into Germany.
lorry to be three hours late, sir,”

Explained to his commanding offi-

•l “I misunderstood instructions and

bed the leaflets under people’s
ts.”
I

*** . *

b

it

Recruit: Is the air always clear

"\nd here ?

!d
Hand: Yes, except when it is

ring from the parade ground.
I’ -

(i * * * * ,i i.....Jiirse: Oh, dear me, your tempera-

is very low!
fl
meruit: Well, you’re not so hot

(’■self.
J®,

EE
* * * *

K/._ .

young recruit, remembering his

other’s advice always to be polite,
flayed his best manners in the

;jjs by quietly asking, “Please pass

lilk
salt.”

times he repeated the re-

I j^t,-until at last, losing his patience,
mellowed, “Hi! Ain’t none of you

pck-kneed, hen-brained perishers

manners to pass the salt?”

_J)h, crumbs,” said a quiet voice,
y on earth couldn’t you have said

1.11. at first? ’Ere, catch!”

4
* * * *

* '

Smythe was expecting some i
A'cuated children, and on being in-

; ned that they were fairly big boys,;
decided to engage a strong, cap-i
woman to look after them.

’ft'he boys arrived before the foster

>her, and as Mrs. Smythe had to

jJaway from home that day, she left

. -ructions for her.

want you to get the boys thor-

Jjqhly bathed and put to bed before

,][ return, Mrs. Brown,” she wrote.

4>n’t stand any nonsense from them.

jd firm.”

)n her return in the evening, the

tee was strangely peaceful. “Well,
:s. Brown,” she said, “did you find

■ boys easy to manage?”

j Fairly,” replied Mrs. Brown,

ive of them weren’t so bad. But,

, my! I ’ad a ’ell of a time trying
bath the little ginger fellow in

rn-rimmed glasses.”
“Great Scott!” cried Mrs. Smythe,
'hat’s my husband.”
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