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Plan for the New Europe
By GEORGE T. RENNER, Professor of Geography, Teachers’ College,

Columbia University.

From the “Daily Mirror,” London.

The peace that follows the present

war . will depend largely upon what

kind of new map of Europe the de-

mocracies are prepared to draw at

the peace table.

Before 1914 about two-thirds of

Europe was occupied by Slavic people,
and about one-third by Germanic and

Latinised Mediterranean peoples.
The Treaty of Versailles did two

things. A line was drawn from Pet-

samo, on the Arctic, to the mouth of

the Danube.

Russia was shoved east of this line

and isolated from European affairs,
while west of it were all those Euro-

pean peoplesincluding millions ot

Slavs—who were more or less Roman-

ised in their culture.

Then, west of that line, political
boundaries were redrawn to conform

more or less to language boundaries.

Some glaring weaknesses existed in

this map.

The Finns (Karelians) east of the

line were left out of Finland. Mil-

lions of White and Little Russians

west of the line were included in other
countries.

Millions of French and German-

speaking peoples were left out ,of
France and Germany.

The synthetic country of Belgium,
comprising French, Dutch and Ger-

man peoples, was mantained in order

to provide a pad or buffer in the west.

France held the Italian island of

Corsica and Yugoslavia the Dalma-

tion coast, rendering Italy totally in-

secure on either flank.

Britain held the geographically
French Channel Islands, the Norse

Shetlands and Greek Cyprus.

Italy held Greek Rhodes and

France held what should have been

Italian Tunisia.

Sweden had no northern outlet, and

Russia was denied access to the Dar-

danelles by the device of maintaining

a small piece of Turkey-in-Europe.
A more or less artificial Portugal,

a vast Dutch colonial empire and

Greece were maintained solely by
British naval power.

A whole flock of small new coun-

tries wras created and released in the

political and economic world, without

even feathers of experience in politi-
cal intrigue to protect them.

Post-Versailles Europe contained no

fewer than thirty-five independent
countries and five colonial dependen-
ciesforty political units in all. The

dependencies included one Italian and

four British possessions.
For a time it included three other

artificial States—the Saar, the Zone

of the Straits, and the city of Frame—-
but these three died violent deaths

along the way.

Obviously forty-three political units

(or forty-four if we include the Vati-
can State) in a continent the size of

Europe, with no regulated relations
among them was a fertile breeding
ground for war. And, sure enough, it
did breed war.

About one-fourth of all Europeans
are Russians. Aside from them, the
Germans are the strongest ethnic bloc
in Europe. The nub of most of the

Continent’s troubles hinges on trying
to ignore that fact.

Twenty-five years ago the British
Overseas Dominions and the United

States intervened to preserve West-

ern civilisation in Europe.

To-day they are again compelled to

intervene. Fortunately, a German er-

ror in timing involved Russia in the

struggle, and hence the world’s poli-
tical structure may again be pre-

served.

But the next time, nothing on earth

is likely to save European civilisation

as we now know it, unless a new type

of political organisation is set up after

the present war is finished.
It is entirely possible to have a

strong united Germany surrounded by
eight other strong European nations,

any one of which would be tough
enough to discourage aggression.

A Europe consisting of nine strong
nations would constitute its own

framework for achieving stability.
The first of these would be the Fen-

noscandic Union consisting of Iceland,

Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Finland

and Estonia. All of these are cultur-

ally similar, and have at times enjoyed

union with one another.

A second bloc would be a West

Slavic or Czecho-Polska State.

If this be expanded to include Li-

thunia, with which Poland has been

associated in the past, a fairly com-

pact State with ocean frontage would

result.

In the south-east, the thoroughly
chastened Balkan States are now

more nearly ripe for a federal union

than ever before in history.

Such a State would units the South

Slavs, the partially Latinised Slavs of

Rumania, the Albanians and the

Greeks.

Italy should be given Dalmatia, Tu-

nis, Corsica and Nice, so that she

would be made secure from attack

within the Adriatic and Tyrrhenian
Sea.

A strengthened French Republic
should include all French speaking
peoples of Europe.

An Iberian Union should be set up
on republican principles.

Russia should •be compensated for
losses of territory to , Finland by an

outlet to the Gulf of Riga on the Bal-

tic and to the Dardanells in the south.

Germany should include all the Ger-

man-speaking people of Europe, and

its perennial ally Hungary should be

attached to it.

The new Dutch-Flemish State
should be invited to full dominion
status in the British Commonwealth
of Nations. This would accomplish
two ends: It would protect England’s
continental flank and would save Hol-

land from German aggression.
It is not at all incompatible with

facts, either. For more than a cen-

tury the British Empire has protected
Holland’s vast colonial holdings. Po-

litically, religiously, racially and com-

mercially, the Dutch are closer to the
British than any other European
peoples.

A Europe of this kind would thwart
no one, not even the Germans.

It cuts across no major cultural
lines. It would be a long step, geo-
graphically, toward peace on the
world’s bloodiest continent. 1

Nothing is easier than fault-finding;
no talent, no self-denial, no brains, no
character are required to set up »in the
grumbling business.
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There are ties that bind the Empire
more lasting than treaties or de-

crees. The common outlook, the
bond of sympathy, lie in unspoken
things — from love of freedom to

the way one shaves. That
is why you find the JLafr,
Gillette razor doing its

bit wherever the

men of the Empire
are keeping their
chins up.

Gillette
SAVES STEEL
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SOLDIERS!
Leave your

Washing and

Dry Cleaning
AT THE CANTEEN

for prompt and efficient

service by the

PETONE STEAM

LAUNDRY

GARLAND’S RESTAURANT
RENOWNED FOR SERVICE.

DINNERS — FISH — GRILLS

Specially prepared in N.Z.’s most
Modern Kitchen.

Note Address:
88 MANNERS ST. (Upstairs).

Opp. Regent Theatre)

“At Your Service”—

DOMINION
DYERS & DRY CLEANERS

PETONE.

Trentham Agents:—

Wheeler’s, Tobacconist, Camp Gates..
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TOURS FOR SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

On Week-end Leave— cater

for Private Hire Parties to any
towns and country centres

throughout the North Island.

37 Seater Deluxe Stewart
* Coaches at a minimum of cost.

When arranging week-end leave

trips—Phone 45-800.

AUCKLAND BUS CO. LTD.

THE

CROWN
STUDIOS
FOR YOUR PORTRAIT

266 Queen St. AUCKLAND

(Near Auckland Savings Bank)

TELEPHONE -422

SPECIAL CONCESSION to all

branches of H.M. Forces.

SWANSON GRILL ROOMS

5 Swanson Street, Auckland

Sundays 5 to 9 p.m.

TROOPS OF HIS MAJESTY’S
FORCES.

Good Meals and a Hearty
Welcome await you at th#

-Dominion’s Most Modern
Grill Room

THE EMPIRE CAFE
(NEXT TO HOTEL AUCKLAND)

Customs Street Entrance.

Telephone: 42-201.

NOTE.—Our Modern Kitchen has a

■omplete outfit of stainless steel cook-

ing utensils.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.
r ihr 11111rninii i■! hiiiim

The Ministry of Supply has

notified the publishers of

“Camp News” that, owing to

the shortage of paper, the

publication must cease as

from 31st January, 1943.

WHAT ABOUT YOUR
FUTURE?

Even though you are in Camp you
can prepare for your return to civil
life. Spare time study will qualify
you for a good position. Write for
particulars and mention the subject
you wish to study. Here are a few of
the 300 Courses:—
Carpentry Diesel Engines

pX q

m - n
•

lst
- 2nd, 3rd Opera-

Exa™
VlCeman 8 tors Certificates
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En fin?er

Electrical Engineer Motor Mechanic
Civil Engineer Accountancy
Navigation Welding
Analytical Chemist Commercial Artist
Mechanical Engineer Ist & 2nd Engine
Professional Exam- Drivers’ Certificate

inations. Short Story Writing •

INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS,

Dept. 3, 182 Wakefield St., Wellington,
or Dept. 3, N.Z. Insurance Buildings,

Queen St., Auckland.

“SERVICE” IS OUR MOTTO.

HERETAUNGA
SERVICE STATION

Main Road :: Trentham
Motor and General Engineers.
Washing, Polishing, Gi easing

Battery Charging. Phone 219.

LEST WE FORGET

German Atrocities 1914-1918

S C'A Si Authentic reports
I and un-expurgat-

'•* c d versions before

H-Wl- I
Select Commit-

MV AtVofe : ? tees of investiga-

s
tion -

| jOk Appalling indict-
ments of Horror,
Carnage, Rape,

Wt A; - etc
-» against bru-

i***p
/. tai, callous, Ger-

man armies.

Every New Zealander should have a

copy. 2/9 Post Free.
Limited Supply—Get your copy now

STEWART, LAWRENCE & Co. Ltd.
11 Manners Street - Wellington, C.l.


