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THE SERGEANT
WHO MISSED

THE BUS

A certain sergeant asked for leave,
Then promptly donned his hat, •' ■'

And started out for Hamilton
To try and find a flat.

At least that’s what he told .us,
And we took him at his word,
We know he got to Hamilton

But ’twas there he got deferred.

Now whether or not he found the flat

We’ve never yet defined;
He said he’d be back at five o’clock,
But must have changed his mind.

For he didn’t return ’till early morn

And his story sounded phoney;
He told the lads he missed the bus

And travelled on Shank’s pony.

Now fifteen miles is a long way

And perhaps I’m a doubting Gnome,
But I’m inclined to think he found

'" the flat ' . ,
And the young lady was still at home.

She probably asked him in for a while

And gave him a spot of supper; .
For if he had walked the fifteen miles

He’d a had nought to his boots but

upper.

However, we have to believe him,

And it makes no difference to us,

Still he might have thought up a new

one

Instead of just missing the bus.

—J.P., Ngaruawahia.

HOLIDAYS FOR WIVES

OF SOLDIERS

Waikato Scheme

ASSISTING ARMY MORALE

“If a soldier can feel that while he

is away, his wife and family are in

some way protected, that man’s morale

will be tremendously helped,” said

Captain-Chaplain O. T. Baragwanath,
when addressing a meeting convened

by the Bryant House Trustees to fur-

ther the scheme initiated by Mr. D. V.

Bryant, Hamilton, to give the wives

and children of men in the armed

forces a free holiday. The mayor of

Hamilton, Mr. H. D. Caro, presided,
and asked for the whole-hearted co-op-

eration of women’s organizations and

the Returned Services’ Association in

selecting suitable families who would

benefit by the scheme.

Captain Baragwanath said a worried

man could not be a good soldier. There

was a surprising number of young

married men in the forces, and if a

chaplain could write to a responsible

organization and receive assurances

that the men’s families were being

.cared for the effect on the morale of

the unit would be of incalculable bene-

fit. •

Explaining the scheme Mr. Bryant

said the trustees had set aside £3OOO

a year to be spent in taking the wives

and children from their homes and giv-

ing them a holiday by the sea. They
would be the guests of the trustees

till they returned. A start had been

made at Raglan, where 18 household-

ers had offered accommodation. They

had agreed to accept £2/2/- a week for

adults and . 30/- for children. There

would not be much profit in this, but

the Raglan people had accepted the

terms as a patriotic gesture. Fares

both days would be paid. Mr. Bryant
said it had been estimated that the

money allotted would provide holidays
for a continuous stream of 30 people
at a time.

Some Distressing Cases.

The trustees were not confining the

scheme to Raglan and homes at other

seaside resorts and in the country

would be 'considered. Mr. Bryant said

many distressing cases had come under

his notice.
The appeal board, of which he was

a member, heard an appeal from a

young woman with three children who

wanted her husband released from

camp. She had to undergo an opera-
tion and did not know what to do.

The husband was a key man in the

Army and could not be released. An

organization such as he suggested
could care for the children while the

mother was- in hospital.
• Mr. Bryant said he was anxious that

similar organizations should be set up

throughout New Zealand.' There were

mdny wealthy men with -large homes

who could offer hospitality to women

and .children whose breadwinners were

away fighting.
Mr. F. Findlay, chairman of the

Waikato Hospital Board, said the Go-

vernment should support the scheme

and assist in its development through-
out, New Zealand.

Dr. 11. L. Gould, superintendent of

the Waikato Hospital, and others, sup-

ported the scheme, and offered their as-

sistance. .
, A list of names was taken and from

this a committee will be selected to as-

sist the trustees in the selection of
guests.

CONDUCTED INDOORS

Air Force Relations’ Fete

Opened By Lady Newall

Though rain prevented the holding
of the Air Force Relations garden party
on Saturday afternoon in Wellington, an

indoor fete, held in St. Andrew’s Church
hall, was most successful from all view-
points. Generously supported by a large
number of buyers, the stalls did excellent
business and as a result the comforts for
airmen fund will be largely helped. Her

Excellency Lady Newall officially
opened the fete, which, had the weather
been fine, was to have been held in the
grounds of Mrs. W. E. Herbert’s home.

Mrs. R. V. Goddard thanked all the
workers who did so much to ensure that
stalls would be well laden. Air Commo-
dore Goddard was present, also Mrs. P.
Fraser, and Mrs. A. de T. Nevill. Miss
Nora Walton accompanied Lady Newall.
The R.N.Z.A.F. orchestra played through-
out the afternoon. Produce from the
country, home-made cakes and an abund-
ance of Christmas novelties were among
the goods for sale.

Mrs. Goddard had faithfully and suc-

cessfully carried on the work of Air Force
Relations, so ably - started by her pre-
decessor, Mrs. H. W. L. Saunders, Lady
Newall said. In assembling that after-

noon, all were co-operating with her and
her committee to continue this essential
and much appreciated war service. Al-

ready more than 20,000 airmen had been
equipped with woollen helmets, pullovers,
scarves and gloves. The quota for gloves
was 500 pairs a month'and more than
90,000 garments had already been made
and | distributed.

Lady Newall suggested that more work-

ers would be welcomed at the Welling-
ton headquarters of Air Force Relations,
Aitken Street. There were now 52
branches of this organization in the Do-
minion, where , many voluntary workers
met each week to sew and knit for gal-
lant airmen. Moreover, each member
of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force was

supplied with half a pound of wool which
she could knit herself into pullovers and
gloves. Where necessary, W.A.A.F.’s do-
ing night duty were given their fair share
of comforts, too.

Her Excellency congratulated the or-

ganizers of the attractive stalls as well as

all who worked so faithfully in Air Force
Relations.

DEATH PRESUMED

Major-General Mead

Posted in a casualty list published yes-
terday as presumed dead, Major-General
O. H. Mead, C.8.E., D.5.0., commander
of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force
in the Pacific, was reported missing in

July last as a result of an aircraft flight
over a sea route. An Army lieutenant
and four Royal New Zealand Air Force
personnel -were also reported missing on

the same flight.
Born in Blenheim in 1892, Major-

General Mead was educated at Marlbor-
ough College. He served in the New Zea-
land Expeditionary Force in the last war

and rose from the rank of lieutenant to
major in March, 1917, and' later to that
of lieutenant-colonel. Till his return to
New Zealand in November, 1919, he held
command of the Ist, 2nd and 3rd Bat-
talions, Canterbury Regiment. He was

wounded twice, mentioned in dispatches
twice and was awarded the Distinguished
Service Order.

: Following his appointment as captain
in the New Zealand Staff Corps in 1919,
Major-General Mead for two years was

at the Staff College at Camberley and

was later attached to the War Office in
London in 1929. He subsequently held
the position of Adjutant and Quarter-
master-General of the New Zealand Mili-

tary Forces and was second member of
the Army Board. In November, 1937,
he was appointed officer commanding the

Northern Military District, and in 1939
he became Adjutant-General at Army
Headquarters. He later went to Christ-
church to maud the Southern Military
District with the rank of brigadier, and

was also appointed to command the

Southern Division. Major-General Mead
was appointed to command the laud forces
in Fiji last February. He-relinquished
the appointment of officer commanding
the Southern Military District and suc-

ceeded Major-General W. H. Cunningham.

Photographs
YOUR PORTRAIT
Can be taken at the

CANTEEN STUDIO
between 6.30 and 9 p.m.

MONDAYS to THURSDAYS '
.

inclusive by the

Crown Studios
WELLINGTON

FRANK THOMPSON - - Photographer

CAMBRIDGE HOTEL
CAMBRIDGE TERRACE

— Under New Management —

Service and Liquors the Best

E. R. WYLLIE Proprietor

THE ROYAL HOTEL
LAMBTON QUAY

Opposite the Public Trust Building
' —North

M. HENDRY, Liaensee

All Members of H.M. Forces

Meet at the

METROPOLITAN HOTEL
Molesworth St., Wellington .

P. RYAN Proprietor

RELAX

at the

MASONIC HOTEL
Cuba St., Wellington

G. W. CLARKE Proprietor

THE MIDLAND HOTEL
Lambton Quay, Wellington - A

Where the Best of Liquors are Served

Phone 44-090

Mrs. M. C. DWYER Proprietress

HOTEL REGENT

Phone 42-302. Manners St.
The Soldiers’ Rendezvous.

Only Speight’s Ale on Tap.
Best of Wines & Spirits Stocked.
Proprietor: R. McMULLIAN.

NATIONAL HOTEL

Lambton Quay, Wellington -

Where the Best of Liquors are served

R. (Dick) J. ROTHWELL, Proprietor

(Late of West Coast)

When on leave meet your pals at the

DOMINION HOTEL
TORY ST., WELLINGTON

and drink only the best.

A. DUNCAN, Proprietor

HOTEL WATERLOO
Waterloo Quay, Wellington

Right opposite Railway Station

Speight’s Ale on Tap

R. E. ILLINGWORTH - Proprietor

THE PASSWORD ]

‘A Good Waitemata House*

THE FIGHTING
SERVICES

Are in the Best of Spirits
at the

Royal Oak Hotel

and the

Occidental Hotel

■ with

TO-DAY’S GREATEST DRINK

WAITEMATA
ALES and STOUT

A Public Want

Fulfilled
By the. Chain of

WAITEMATA
HOTELS

FAMOUS FOR FRIENDLY
SERVICE

CENTRAL
Victoria St., AUCKLAND

ROYAL
zictoria St., AUCKLAND

THISTLE
Queen St.. AUCKLAND

COMMERCIAL ?.
Shortland St., AUCKLAND

SHAKESPEARE ,'
Albert St., AUCKLAND

PRINCE ARTHUR
Wellesley St., AUCKLAND

AURORA
Victoria St., AUCKLAND

MARKET 7’-'
Grey’s Avenue, AUCKLAND

FREEMANS
Freeman’s Bay, AUCKLAND

) MASONIC
DEVONPORT ri?

PRINCE ALBERT
ONEHUNGA J;

FORRESTER’S ARMS

-

RIVERHEAD

PANMURE : ;
<

PANMURE ' ?

GLOBE i
PAPAKURA ■

HUNTLY
HUNTLY

WAIKATO
- HAMILTON <

HAMILTON
- HAMILTON

FRANKTON
FRANKTON JUNCTION

DELTA
NGARUAWAHIA

CRITERION
..

'

NEW PLYMOUTH

NEW TAIHAPE
TAIHAPE

STUDIO

PORTRAITS

6 RETOUCHED I /A
PORTRAITS for IXjO

Larger Sizes available.

DEI i CAMERA

DEB.L. 3 house

44 Manners Street, WELLINGTON

Telephone 46-6 I 6 for an appointment

169 Victoria Avenue, WANGANUI

Telephone 4564 * ■


