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This is Interesting!
WHAT WAS SAID EARLY IN 1941

• Hitler really means business in Egypt . . .
but he’s got to supply

his tanks, and we’ve got a Navy, says Tom Wintringham in the

“Daily Mirror.”
c'■ 1 .

..The Nazi drive through Libya is

clearly at the moment the key move

of the war. If American estimates are

correct, three German armoured di-

visions have reached the Egyptian

border, after moving nearly 400 miles

through the desert in twelve days.
This force, under General Rommel,

started moving from the point on the

Bay of Sirte, El Brega, where our out-

posts stood just over a fortnight ago.

It did not then swing north-east-

wards towards the coast. It kept to

the desert.

Another German force with few

tanks and a considerable number of

infantry carried in lorries, took the

north-easterly route, missed the Bri-

tish troops withdrawing from Ben-

ghazi and Derna, but caught up with

these troops at Tobruk.

While this second German force was

keeping the British troops busy near

Tobruk, the first German force pass-
ed almost without hindrance many

miles south along the dry, hot tracks,
1 to Bardia.

i The normal German armoured divi-

sion includes about 450 tanks. Al-

lowing a 20 per cent, wastage for

breakdowns on this long and hard trip,
almost twice as long as any previous
German tank drive, we may estimate

that three armoured divisions will

have 1,000 tanks fit for action for

their next drive.

According to Zurich reports, Ger-

mans in Berlin are boasting that these

tanks will go straight on to Port Said

on the Suez Canal.

The position is menacing, but the

job will not be as easy as that. Gen-

eral Wavell’s forces will try to hold

Mersa Matruh, the railhead from

which they went forward to defeat the

Italians.

Behind Mersa Matruh and south of

it into the desert there are defences.

Unfortunately, these defences have

to end somewhere to the south. There

is therefore a desert flank always
open. . ■

It cannot be held by any “defence in

depth,” as the coastal strip behind
Mersa Matruh can. .

During our drive against the Ital-

ians we could always swing a “left

fist” through the desert round behind

their forces near the coast. Similarly,
during their drive through Libya the

Germans have swung their “right fist”

through the desert to Bardia and Sol-

ium.

But at some point a pause in the

German advance is inevitable. Ar-

moured divisions need supplies. These

supplies must come along the 750

miles of road behind them, from Tri-

poli. - * -

The German right fist is free to

swing through the desert towards

Egypt; our own right fist is free, be-

cause of our Sea power, to hit at the

German supply line.

The Germans may need to pause for

as long as three weeks, or for a

shorter time, to get forward their

fuel, food and other supplies.
If we can use sea power to cut

their supply route, they may have to

go back. ' .<■-/
While the brief and feverish pause

occurs in this desert fighting, a simi-

lar pause, probably of shdrter dura-

tion, can be expected in the Balkans.

There the most dangerous German

thrust came, as I predicted recently

. westward from Bulgaria to cut the

Yugoslavs off from the Greeks.

It is the same manoeuvre as a year

ago, when British, Belgian and some

French forces were cut off from the

. main Allied army.

Here also the advanced German

units need supplies. And they need a

■ new supply route, the direct railway
from Belgrade to Salonika.

When that line is cleared and the

supplies get down it, the German ar-

moured divisions are likely to move

from Monastir southwards.

The danger here is that Greek

troops in Albania may be cut off;

because of this we may expect the

Greeks to withdraw the right of their

line in Albania.

At the same time,they may try to

. attack the Italian along the sea coast,

in the hope that they can join up with

the Yugoslav army through Albania. ,

MALTA—A 3-in Mortar crew laying a smoke screen during an Army tactical
demonstration which took place despite air raids over the island.
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There are ties that bind the Empire
more lasting than treaties or de-
crees. The common outlook, the
bond of sympathy, lie in unspoken
things — from love of freedom to

the way one shaves. That
is why you find the
Gillette* razor doing its

bit wherever the . ■dp?*
menofthe Empire
are keeping their /SShV/'ZSs
chinsup. "jyS frjlgy

Gillette
SAVES STEEL
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SOLDIERS!
Leave your

Washing and

Dry Cleaning
AT THE CANTEEN

<

‘ -

for prompt and efficient

service by the

PETONE STEAM

LAUNDRY

GARLAND’S RESTAURANT
RENOWNED FOR SERVICE.

DINNERS — FISH — GRILLS

Specially prepared in N.Z.’s most

X Modern Kitchen.

Note Address:
88 MANNERS ST. (Upstairs).

Opp. Regent Theatre)

“At Your Service”—

DOMINION
DYERS & DRY CLEANERS

PETONE.

Trentham Agents:—

Wheeler’s, Tobacconist,' Camp Gatet.

“SERVICE” IS OUR MOTTO.

HERETAUNGA

SERVICE STATION
Main Road :: Trentham

Motor and General Engineers.
Washing, Polishing, Greasing

Battery Charging. Phone 219.
K

LEST WE FORGET

German Atrocities 1914-1918
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I Appalling indict-
mens of Horror,

ffyak Carnage, • Rape,

,
Jj&Sggß etc., against bru-

tai, callous, Ger-
man arm

Every New Zealander should have a

copy. 2/9 Post Free.

Limited Supply—Get your copy now

STEWART, LAWRENCE & Co. Ltd.

11 Manners Street - Wellington, C.l.

TOURS FOR SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

On Week-end Leave—We cater

for Private Hire Parties to any
towns and country centres

throughout the North, Island.

37 Seater Deluxe Stewart

Coaches at a minimum of cost.

When arranging week-end leave

trips—Phone 45-800.

AUCKLAND BUS CO. LTD.
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THE

CROWN
STUDIOS
FOR YOUR PORTRAIT

266 Queen St. AUCKLAND

(Near Auckland Savings Bank)

TELEPHONE 41-422

SPECIAL CONCESSION to all

branches of H.M. Forces.

SWANSON GRILL ROOMS
5 Swanson Street, Auckland

•. Slfe Sundays 5 to 9 p.m.

TROOPS OF HIS MAJESTY’S

FORCES.

Good Meals and a Hearty
Welcome await you at the
Dominion’s Most Modern

Grill Room

THE EMPIRE CAFE

(NEXT TO HOTEL AUCKLAND)
Customs Street Entrance.

Telephone: 42-201.

1 NOTE.—Our Modern Kitchen has a

■ complete outfit of stainless steel cook-

ing utensils.

WHAT ABOUT YOUR
FUTURE?

Even though you are in Camp you
can prepare for your return to civil
life. Spare time study will qualify
you for a good position. Write for
particulars and mention the subject
you wish to study. Here are a few of
the 300 Courses:
Carpentry Diesel Engines
Draughtsman Ist, 2nd, 3rd Opera-
Radio Serviceman’s ’ tors’ Certificates
....

Exam. Ground Engineer

ElectrfcaV‘Engineer Mechanic

Civil Engineer Accountancy
Navigation Welding
Analytical Chemist Commercial Artist
Mechanical Engineer Ist & 2nd Engine
Professional Exam- Drivers’ Certificate

inations. Short Story Writing

INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS,

Dept. 3, 182 Wakefield St., Wellington,
or Dept. 3, N.Z. Insurance Buildings,

Queen St., Auckland.
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“ Walter, take that golliwog
away at once !can't you

see you’re frightening
baby ?

”

•’Daily Mirror”


