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Tough Guys of the Home
Guard Moorland Patrol

(A. W. Brockbank

Tough guys of the Home ‘Guard are

the men of the Moorland Patrol—a

special unit recruited mainly from

city workers in Manchester and train-

ed to fight in the wild moorland on

the Lancashire-Yorkshire border.

They became the first Home Guard

Commandos in the- country.
No man in the “foreign legion” as

some of their pals call them, is over

fifty. He must be physically fit and

capable of remarkable endurance since

the weather in the country of his pa-

trol is sometimes the worst in Eng-
land.

For his own safety, he must , learn

to walk to a compass bearing, • pos-

sess the shepherd’s ipstinct for dan-

gerous ground, know how to take care

of himself and his pals in the moor-

land mists which so often blanket that

wild part of the country, and learn to

live on iron rations.

Because guerilla warfare has al-
ways been part of their training the

moorland patrol have become th’e

Home Guard’s invisible men.

They have brought the art of cam-

ouflage and unseen movement to a

fine degree of perfection.
This is the sort ,of winter training

they have been doing. One night they
advanced over two miles of moorland

to fixed, points from ■ three bases,
thence on compass bearings to posi-
tions for attack at zero hour, followed

by attack on a tank harbour.

in the “Daily Mirror.”)

Observers in the tank harbour af-

terwards confessed that they neither

saw nor heard any movement. With

soil-stained faces and hands the moor-

land patrol became a ghost army that

struck silently in the dark.

They are skilled in fieldcraft, cam-

ouflage, map reading and route find-

ing. Scouting and patrol work and

night fighting are an important part
of their training.

Up to September, 1941, patrols were

maintained nightly, whatever the

weather, without a single patrol los-

ing its way in this extremely difficult
moorland country.

After September, the patrols “were

withdrawn, but on' two nights a week

patrols have been taken to the moors

not become rough and coarse.

Bad weather has not - interrupted
this training, which almost rivals in

its toughness that .of the Regular
Army. ■

Each man learns how to walk
e

si-

lently in the dark and crawl invisibly

by day. Some of the men are ex-

Scouts and have trained their col-

leagues in tracking, and in reading
nature’s ever-changing face.

,

The patrol has become one of Bri-

tain’s most potent guerilla bands, and

since their own particular ‘ region of

moorland is near the Lancashire
7

in-

dustrial field, the importance of the

guards in .the event of a parachute
attack is obvious.

PRISONERS’ PARCELS

New System To Assist

Next-of-Kin

A new system to assist next-of-kin
to prisoners of war has been adopted
by the Joint Council of the Order of
St. John and the New Zealand Red
Cross Society. In the past it has
been the practice to send clothing
coupons only when the. quarterly label
was issued to next-of-kin, but in future
the set of 15 coupons will be forwarded

every quarter irrespective of when the
Red Cross label is due to be dis-

patched. . \
Inquiries have been made as to

why all labels, etc., are not forwarded
at the same.time. The official,reply is

that if that were done it would mean

that the four packing centres would
have to handle over 6000 parcels at

one time/, That would not only mean

that much more packing space would
be required, but that packers would
have to work frenetically for several
weeks in each quarter to prepare the

parcels for shipment. On the other

hand if the parcels reached the pack-
ing depots in relays throughout the

quarterly period, the handling became

easier, and there was no marked ac-

cumulation of parcels for ‘any particu-
lar ship, but every ship available

could take its proportion.

The receipt of these coupons by next-

of-kin must not be taken to mean'that

they are due to send another parcel.
They are simply forwarded now to

enable next-of-kin to secure wool with
a view to having it knitted in readiness
for the parcel and to make purchases
of clothing and so forth, when stocks
are available. Labels will, as pre-

viously, be issued on certain dates (not
the same to everyone), and parcels
must not be forwarded till next-of-

kin are in possession of the Red Cross

tie-on label. Any unused coupons
must be returned.

Faults Of Senders.

The failure of a large number of
the senders of prisoner-of-war par-
cels to fill in their names and ad-

dresses on the Red Cross label, token-
close acknowledgment cards, and to
fill in and enclose the duplicate con-

tents slips, is likely to hold up; the

censorship, according to the weekly
bulletin of the Prisoners of War In-

quiry;’ The instructions should
be adhered to by next-of-kin for their
own benefit.

The total prohibition,of the sending
of parcels from Cairo to New Zealand

prisoners of war is announced.
Hitherto up to 100 a week had been
sent through friends and relatives of

prisoners in the Middle East.
z ’

Acknowledgment cards from prison-
ers are now arriving freely in Wel-

lington, ahd after checking are sent
on to the senders of the parcels.

The prisoners of War Office head-
quarters requests that next-of-kin for-
ward copies only of letters,which were

written in April or the beginning of
March'from Camp P.G. 52, Italy.

" Care to go sea sink for a few

days. Nobby ? The wife's

sent a home-made cake !"
“Daily Mirror.”

Army Speed Limit.

Though Army vehicles were, for obvi-
ous reasons, excluded from the recent leg-
islation (aimed at conserving tyres) mak-

ing it a civil offence to drive vehicles at

a speed exceeding 40 miles an hour, a

recent instruction issued by the Quarter-
master-General states that such exception
applies only in the event of a national

emergency. Strict observation of the
maximum speed limit laid down, by the

Army authorities for Army drivers of
motor-cars and motor-cycles is required.
The limit is the same as for civilian
vehicles—-40 miles an hour on roads. .

CLEAN SHAVES
AT LOW COST!
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7 O’clock Slotted Blades give
shaving comfort at a low price.
Look for the green packet.
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SOLDIERS!
Leave your

Washing and

Dry Cleaning
AT THE CANTEEN

for prompt and efficient

service by the

PETONE STEAM

LAUNDRY

GARLAND’S RESTAURANT
RENOWNED FOR SERVICE.

DINNERS — FISH — GRILLS

Specially prepared in N.Z.?s most
Modern Kitchen.

Note Address: .

88 MANNERS ST. (Upstairs).
Opp. Regent Theatre)

“At Your Service”—

DOMINION
DYERS & DRY CLEANERS

PETONE.

Trentham Agents :—

Wheeler’s, Tobacconist, Camp Gates..

“SERVICE” IS OUR MOTTO.

HERETAUNGA
SERVICE STATION

Main Road :: Trentham
Motor and General Engineers.
Washing, Polishing, easing

Battery Charging. Phone 219.

LEST WE FORGET
German Atrocities 1914-1918
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f % : | Authentic reports
1 an un-expurgat-

•

"* versions before

&J| ’4 -IHH t
Select Commit-

aggy aj I ' tees of investiga-
on‘

| Appalling indict-
ments of Horror,

*

-F ‘**l Carnage, Rape,
rr,..etc., against bru-

tai, callous, Ger-

man armes

Every New Zealander should have a

copy. 2/9 Post Free.

Limited Supply—Get your copy now

STEWART, LAWRENCE & Co. Ltd.
11 Manners Street - Wellington, C.l.
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TOURS FOR SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

On Week-end Leave—We cater

for Private Hire Parties to any
towns and country centres

throughout the North Island.

37 Seater Deluxe Stewart

Coaches at a minimum of cost.

When arranging week-end leave

trips—Phone 45-800.

AUCKLAND BUS CO. LTD.

THE

CROWN
STUDIOS

FOR YOUR PORTRAIT

266 Queen St. AUCKLAND

(Near Auckland Savings Bank);

TELEPHONE 41-422

SPECIAL CONCESSION to all

branches of H.M. Forces.

SWANSON GRILL ROOMS
5 Swanson Street, Auckland

Sundays 5 to 9 p.m.

TROOPS OF HIS MAJESTY’S
FORCES.

Good Meals and a Hearty
Welcome await you at the
Dominion’s Most Modern

Grill Room

THE EMPIRE CAFE
(NEXT TO HOTEL AUCKLAND)

Customs Street Entrance.

Telephone: 42-201. s

NOTE.—Our Modern Kitchen has a

complete outfit of stainless steel cook-
ing utensils. i

WHAT ABOUT YOUR

FUTURE?

. Even though you are in Camp you
can prepare for your return to civil
life. Spare time study, will qualify
you for a good position. Write for
particulars and mention the subject
you wish to study. Here are a few of
the 300 Courses:—

Carpentry " Diesel Engines
Draughtsman Ist, 2nd, 3rd Opera-
Radio Serviceman’s tors’ Certificates

Exam. Ground Engineer
Wiring License , t\t k •
Electrical Engineer

Motor Mechanic

Civil Engineer Accountancy
Navigation Welding
Analytical Chemist Commercial Artist
Mechanical Engineer Ist & 2nd Engine
Professional Exam- • Drivers’ Certificate

inations. Short Story Writing

INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS,

Dept. 3, 182 Wakefield St., Wellington,
or Dept. 3, N.Z. Insurance Buildings,

Queen St., Auckland.


