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ANZAC TROOPS

What German General

Thought Of Them

THE TOUGHEST FIGHTERS

Accounts of the stirring deeds of

the Australians and New Zealanders

in Greece and Crete, as well as enemy
tributes to their valour, make worth

recalling a commentary on their

Great War prowess by General von

Roon, member of a famous military
family, who was attached to the Ger-

man High Command throughout 1914-

IS, studying the position on all fronts.

What he wrote in a critical resume

of the World War is considered worth

reprinting in pamphlet from for dis-

play in every military camp and estab-

lishment in New Zealand. At the

least General von Roon’s comments

are the opposite of Hitler’s first de-

scription of the New Zealanders as

“poor country lads.” General won

Roon wrote in his resume, which was

published in English, French and

German :—

“From the first Germany under-
estimated the value of the contingents
from the British overseas Dominions

and particularly did fail to make al-

lowance for the worth of the physic-
ally fine Australian contingents on the
■Western fronts and on Gallipoli. To

those of us who had opportunities of

studying the position at first hand,, it

was soon obvious that when it came

to warfare in which individuality and

personal grit counted, the Australians

and New Zealanders were, man for

man, superior to even our best troops,
for they were used to outdoors and

skilled in the art of taking cover and

turning to account every natural ad-

vantage and improvising ruses to suit

the peculiar conditions in which they
found themselves.

“At no time was there evidence that

the Australians and New Zealanders

had that rigid machine-like discipline
that was overdone with us, but in the

trench warfare when the soldier who

had initiative and individuality was

an asset, the Anzacs proved their

worth repeatedly. After the flower

of our army had faded we never had

anything in the line that could be

compared man for man with the same

number of Anzacs; always there was

the moral ascendancy with the Anzacs

when they were pitted against our

troops. Consciousness of this in

feriority soon spreads even in the best-

disciplined army, and it was not long
before it became a source of weakness

that had to be counteracted by in-

creasing the bayonet strength in the

trenches when we found we had

Anzacs against us.

Dread Of Name.

“In attack we found repeatedly that

it took the heart out of .our best

troops if they found the trenches they
had to attack were manned by the

Anzacs. This dread of the name was

intensified when there came to the

Western front men who had served

on Gallipoli with the skeleton forces

that had been hurried there to stiffen

the Turkish resistance. These men

had been distributed over various

formations on the "Western front and

they told such tales of the fighting
qualities of the Anzacs that the young
men had no strength for fighting when

they came to grips with these redoubt-

able opponents. It was the same on

the defensive. I have seen our men

holding their ground steadily enough
till they found they were being attack-

ed by Anzacs and then the resistance
crumpled.

“I have known instances where the

mere belief that the attacking troops
were Anzacs caused our lines to give
way or an attack from our- side to

crumple up. Others who have been

on the spot have told the same story.

Backbone In Crisis.

“It is obvious, therefore, that the

British were particularly well served

by their overseas contingents and at

certain critical stages they proved the

backbone of the British Army both in

attack and defence. The Anzacs easily
proved themselves the most resource-

ful, and they had no equals in the

improvising of disconcerting methods

of trench warfare. • -

“The Anzac artillery was always
efficiently served and, gun for gun,

they outclassed ours.

“On Gallipoli I found everyone in

agreement-that the Anzacs were the

toughest fighters we had to deal with.”

CONCERT AT TRENTHAM

An enjoyable programme was pre-

sented to the soldiers at Trentham

Military Camp recently by Miss Esme

Crow and her concert party. Tne Tur-

ner-Cottier orchestra, playing all the

latest “hits,” proved popular. Other

items included vocal, instrumental, and

tap-dancing numbers, thumbnail

sketches, and ventriloquism. Miss

Hazel Martin’s ballet helped fo make

the show so successful. At the con-

clusion three hearty “Trentham”

cheers were given for Miss Crow and

her party, and supper was served by
the officers of the No. 3 training unit.
Automobile Association members kind-

ly supplied cars to transport the party.
Those contributing to the programme

were: Misses Esme Crow, Hazel Mar-

tin, D. Hussey, G. and V. England, D.

Smith, D. Wyatt, E. Lane, E. Liver-

more, Mesdames J. Turner-Cottier, E.

Astill, M. Newman, Messrs. R. Turner-

Cottier, P. Cousins, 11. Woolcott, L.

Mcllvride, I. Dentice, I*. Johnstone, and

A. McNair. Mr. Claude Sander was

the accompanist.

THE HESS FLIGHT

The aeroplane in which Rudolf Hess

flew over Germany to Scotland was

sighted and reported by two fighter

pilots, one of them a New Zealander,

Flight Lieutenant Alan Deere, D.F.C.

and bar (Wanganui), who has shot

down 17 Nazis. “I was up after hi,in,

but that is all I am allowed to say.”
was the Wanganui boy’s comment. It

was stated in the House .of Commons

by the Secretary for 'Air, Sir Archibald

Sinclair, that R.A.F. pilots were on the

trail of the German aircraft over Scot-

land.

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE

THE CANTEEN

Ask for

SUM ORANGE

And the Purest of

FRUIT DRINKS

Especially Prepared by

STAR
AERATED WATER CO. LTD.,
. x HUTT ROAD, PETONE.

REFRESHMENTS

For Good Eats we recommend

GARLAND’S RESTAURANT.
< RENOWNED FOR SERVICE.

DINNERS — FISH — GRILLS
Specially prepared in N.Z.’s most

Modern Kitchen.
Note Address:

88 MANNERS ST. (Upstairs).
Opp. Regent Theatre)

LONDON CAFE
143 Featherston St., Wellington
(Near G.P.O. and Railway Station)

Renowned for

GRILLS, FISH, ETC.
Open from

8 a.m. to 9.30 p.m. daily.

For Good Pies and Quick Meals

come to

THE BOWEN HOUSE QUICK
LUNCH

NEXT CENOTAPH

The best Grills and Fish are

obtainable at

ST. FRANCIS CAFE

138 Willis Street - - Wellington

STOP! At the
—— ■ Petone Railway Crossing
First from Town — Last from Camp.

GRAND NATIONAL HOTEL
Recognised Sports Rendezvous

for Members of the Fighting Forces.

JACK BLACK, Proprietor.

PETONE

HOTELS (Public)

When in Petone stop at—

THE EMPIRE HOTEL.

Only the BEST Beer on Tap.
Prop.: ARTHUR TROWER

(Ex Digger).
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WAITEMATA
“ 7 hat's the stuff to give the troops! "

Ask for

GRIFFINS’

l Oven Fresh

BISCUITS

Made the Modern Way

SOLDIERS!

Leave your

Washing and

Dry Cleaning

AT THE CANTEEN

for prompt and efficient

service by the

PETONE STEAM

LAUNDRY

LEST WE FORGET

German Atrocities 1914-1918
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Every New Zealander should have a

copy. 2/9 Post Free.
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11 Manners Street - Wellington, C.l.


