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ENEMY ATTACKS ON

HOSPITAL SHIPS

British Policy Stated

ITALIAN VESSEL TO

BE USED

In consequence of many enemy

attacks on British hospital 'ships,
the British Government has decided

to detain the Italian hospital ship
Ramb IV, which was intercepted
off Aden. The Government will

use it for a minimum period of six

.months to replace a British ship
damaged by enemy action.

_

Following 'is the . text 'of a de-

claration made by the British Gov-

ernment stating its policy following
a protest to the German Govern

ment against deliberate attacks on

hospital ships:—
“On July 12, 1940. His Majesty’s

Government protested to the German

Government through the United States

against 31 deliberate and flagrant at-

tacks by aircraft and shore batteries

upon British hospital ships and car-

riers. Many of these were severely

damaged and three, the Maid of Kent,

Brighton and Paris, were sunk. All

these sinkings and. at least half of

the other attacks 'occurred in broad

daylight. All the ships concerned were

marked in accordance with the Hague
Convention and in all other respects

fully conformed to the requirements of

that convention.

“In spite of this protest enemy air-

craft continued deliberately to disre-

gard the immunity which is recognized
by all civilized nations as due to hos-

pital ships and our hospital ships con-

tinued to be attacked from the air in

circumstances which leave no doubt

as to the wilful and brutal nature of

the attacks.
' “The Commander-in-Chief, Medi-

terranean, recently reported three de-

liberate attacks on British hospital

ships. On April 12 the hospital ship

Vita, with over 400 casualties aboard,

was deliberately bombed by enemy air-

craft and badly damaged. She was

again attacked on April 21 and 22

while at sea and in tow. On May 5

the hospital ship Karapara was delib-

erately bombed and damaged by at

least nine enemy aircraft at Tobruk.
On May 17 the hospital ship Aba was

twice deliberately bombed in the open

seas 50 miles south of Crete and dam-

aged. All these vessels were clearly
marked in accordance with the Hague
Convention and all the attacks took

place in broad daylight when there can

be no question of difficulty of identifi-
cation. Deliberate attacks are also

known to have been made on Greek
hospital ships.

“His Majesty’s Government is not

prepared to tolerate such flagrant vio-

lations of the convention, which re-

ceived'the signature and approval of

the German and Italian Governments

and from which these Governments, by

marking their vessels in accordance

with its requirements, expect to de-

rive full advantage.
“His Majesty’s Government has.

therefore, given directions that the

Italian hospital ship Ramb IV, which

was intercepted after the fall of Mas-

sawa and sent in for examination in

accordance with the procedure laid

down in the Hague Convention, is to

be detained and employed as a hospital
vessel for the transport of British and

enemy ' sick - and wounded. His

Majesty's Government will detain the

Ramb IV for use as stated above for a

minimum period of six months in re-

placement of one of those damaged by
the enemy’s wilful action.

“If in the meantime His Majesty’s
Government is satisfied that the enemy
not only has the firm intention of re-

fraining from further attacks on Brit-

ish hospital ships but also has the

power to ensure that these intentions
are carried into effect, the return of

the Ramb IV will be considered.”

RACING FIXTURES.

July 8, 10, 12—Wellington R.C.

July 19—Manawatu Hunt.

July 19—Waimate District Hunt Club.

AFTER MILITARY

SERVICE

Civil Reinstatement

ALLEGED BREACHES

INVESTIGATED

Sixty-seven cases of alleged
failure to reinstate workers in
their employment at the termina-

tion of their military service or

during leave without pay from

military service have been investi-

gated so far and a further 31 cases

are now under action, according to

a statement made yesterday .by the
Minister of Labour, Mr. Webb.
The Minister said he was pleased
that employers generally .had

complied with the provisions .of
the Occupational Re-establishment

Emergency Regulations, which re-

quired them to reinstate their work-
ers on the completion of military
service, either in the-Teritorials oi

overseas.

“Of the 07 cases investigated pro-
ceedings were taken in' 14 cases,” said
Mr. Webb. “In eight of these convic-
tions were recorded and six cases were

dismissed or withdrawn for various
reasons. Wages totalling £sl/0/6
were ordered to be paid to workers.

Fifty-three cases were dealt with by
the department without recourse to

Court'proceedings, 22 by the reinstate-

ment of the worker, and seven by
other action (including payment of

wages during period of unemploy-
ment). In the remaining 24 cases no

action was taken for various reasons

such as that no breach was disclosed,
or that the worker requested that no
action be taken. ’

“There were six cases in which em-

ployees had been dismissed within six
months of their reinstatement in civil

employment. In two cases the worker

was reinstated on representations be-

ing made to the employer by the de-

partment. In the remaining four cases

no action was taken, as it was con-

sidered that there had been no breach
by the employer.

Dismissal Before Service.

"There were 14 complaints of work-

ers having been dismissed before

starting military service for the reason
that the employers were attempting to
avoid their obligations under the regu-
lations. In one case Court proceed-
ings were taken,'but were dismissed
on the ground that the action had not
been brought within the statutory
period. In one case the worker was

reinstated. In another the worker de-
sired no further action. In two cases
alternative employment was found.
Another case was settled by payment
of wages. In two other cases the

worker had been dismissed for good
reason. In six cases no action was
taken as no breach was disclosed.

“In addition to the cases I have
quoted there are 31 cases now under
action.

It is possible that changes may
have taken place rendering it impos-
sible to reinstate a person after com-
pletion of his military service. The
regulations provide for such cases. The
department has carefully investigated
any complaint of non-observance of
the regulations and has endeavoured
to remove any grievance without, re-
course to Court proceedings, as the
statement I have given will show.”

ARMY, NAVY, AND AIR FORCE
CLUB. As implied by its name, all
Kingsmen are welcomed at this
friendly club, which is found in Hal-
lenstein’s Building, 33 Willis Street

(near‘the Empire Hotel).

a 'SPECIAL OFFER to

W OFFICER CADETS

We will make your Uniform to

'V measure and complete it for you by

iRBSW' the time you pass your examination.

If you are unsuccessful you are under

no obligation to buy. We will cancel

your order if required.

' EVERY UNIFORM PERSONALLY

FITTED BY OUR LONDON

CUTTER.

Guaranteed High-grade >.

1111111 l Workmanship.
| Art Silk and Satin Lined.

I IM PRICE—

I M Service Uniform £ll/19/6

SSf IBS Drill - - - £6/ 6

iWf ' IKf Great Coat - 9 and lOgns.

Including Buttons and Stars.

SCHNEIDEMAN & SONS LID.
MILITARY TAILORS

Cnr. MANNERS & FARISH STREETS, WELLINGTON

Also at PALMERSTON NORTH, WANGANUI, CHRISTCHURCH,
DUNEDIN,

WAITEMATA
THE BEER

EVERYBODY
WANTS!

On Draught at the following

> HOTELS

THISTLE
Queen St., AUCKLAND

7 CENTRAL
Victoria St., AUCKLAND

ROYAL
Victoria St., AUCKLAND

COMMERCIAL
Shortland St., AUCKLAND

SHAKESPEARE
Albert St., AUCKLAND

PRINCE ARTHUR
Wellesley St., AUCKLAND

? AURORA
Victoria St., AUCKLAND

MARKET
Grey’s Avenue, AUCKLAND

' FREEMANS
Freeman’s Bay, AUCKLAND

I MASONIC
DEVONPORT

PRINCE ALBERT
ONEHUNGA

FORRESTER’S ARMS
RIVERHEAD

PANMURE
PANMURE

GLOBE
PAPAKURA

HUNTLY
HUNTLY

WAIKATO
HAMILTON z

HAMILTON.
HAMILTON

FRANKTON
FRANKTON JUNCTION

DELTA
NGARUAWAHIA

7 CRITERION
NEW PLYMOUTH

NEW TAIHAPE
TAIHAPE


