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HEROISM OF ANZACS

Epic Stand In Greece

SOME STIRRING TALES

SYDNEY, April 26.

ney Morning Herald’s” war correspond-
ent in Greece.

The army withdrew in the face of

attacks by the German army, which

outnumbered, it three to one, and the

German Air Force, which* “strafed” it

day after day as fiercely/ as any army

was ever “strafed.”
Hour after hour Junkers dive-

bombers, Heinkels and Messerschmitts
circled over the troops on the roads,
bombing and machine-gunning theiA
from low altitudes. Some battalions

had been fighting and marching for

12 days without a break.

The magnificence in battle of the

new Anzacs is related in stirring tales
from correspondents and eye-witnesses
of the grim Allied retirement in

Greece, said a representative of the
Sydney “Sun” in a dispatch from Lon-

don this week. Wherever the Anzacs

have been able to face the enemy, they
have inflicted tremendous losses, ac-

cording to the correspondents. One

New Zealand battalion got at the Ger-

mans with the bayonet and did heavy
execution.

New. South Wales battalions which

marched for five days across the
mountains coming out from the Verria

Pass went immediately into what was

perhaps the hardest battle of the cam-

paign—namely, the defence, of the

Tyrnavo Gap, against repeated Ger-
man attacks. They inflicted on the

Germans the heaviest casualties they
had had in Greece.

“When. German alpine troops tried
to cross a river we caught them with
artillery and machine-guns,” said a

New Zealand soldier, “and mowed

them down till the river ran red.”

To a question whether three German
casualties to every one of ours would
be a fair estimate, a staff officer said,
“No the Germans lost far more than
that.”

“One Australian battalion had to

march for three days over the top of

Mount Olympus, down frightening
precipices,’ and across rocky ravines,
till the boots were almost worn off the

men’s feet.”

When the decision to withdraw was

made, the Australian brigades on the

right and left of our Vistritsa River
line were still arriving on their posi-
tions through the mountains. The New

Zealanders were holding the Servia

Pass itself, through which the main

road runs. A /Victorian brigade was

protecting the valley entering the
Plain of Larissa from the north-west

through Kalabaka and Trikkala.

Brigade Gets Through.
Tired .New South Wales troops were

in position on the Pineios River,
north-east of Larissa. These brigades
were ordered to hold their positions
till the New Zealanders and other

troops still north of Elassona - got
through Larissa going south.

The Victorians had to cross two

bridges on the way to Larissa. One of
them was blown up by accident, and
the other blew up when; a German
bomb exploded nearby when demoli-
tion charges had been placed in posi-
tion.

The Athens correspondent of “The

Times,” who had just returned from a

new British position, said:—

“Australians and New Zealanders

were coming in, tired but cheery, after

their long trek from Mount Olympus.
Some had bout after bout of close and

bitter fighting with German tanks and

infantry, while a few had hardly seen

the enemy, but had found their com-

munications threatened, and had had

to return over the mountains.

March Over Olympus.

Half the brigade’s transport re-

mained on the wrong side of the blown-

up bridges, but by taking a round-
about route six miles north and across
the Pineios River, the brigade got out
with every serviceable truck intact.
The Victorians left two companies be-
hind to form the main part of the
final rearguard, while the rest of the

brigade completed withdrawal. These

companies subsequently got back to
the new line intact.

Richard MacMillan, correspondent
of the American United Press, in a

dispatch published in New York, said
that, in spite of the most furious de-

monstration of German aerial terror
British and Anzac troops fought a

desperate retreat. “Crouching in the

muddy banks of a swollen river, I met

three Australians from the thick of the
fighting on Mount Olympus,” he added.

“They arrived footsore, hungry and

sleepy at the newly-established line.

“One of them said: ‘We walked for

days and nights and fought often in

Gin. of snow once we reached the peak,
climbing like goats, to act as the rear-

guard for the withdrawal of the main

body. When we were exhausted. we

slept in the snow for an hour or two.

One night we had only 10 minutes’
sleep.’ Another Australian told me his

unit fought continuously from noon one

day till midnight the next.”

, Mr. MacMillan added that the

British lost the sector when German
engineers blasted a path through a

railway tunnel which the British had

wrecked, thus outflanking the British

positions.

Strafing By Luftwaffe.

As long as Australia lives she will

tell with pride the story of the Anzac
Army’s withdrawal from the Vistritsa

River to a new position, said the “Syd-

TRIBUTE TO BRITISH

SOLDIERS.

“You can rest assured that our sol-

diers are doing their part,” said Bri-

gadier P. H. Bell, D.5.0., officer com-

manding the Northern Military Dis-

trict, at a reception given by the

Royal Society of St. George in Auck-

land recently. “Not only the men of

the Dominions but also those wonder-

ful line regiments of the British Army
are playing their part. They may
not look as spectacular as the men

from some countries, but they are the

‘goods’—l know them.”

R.A.F. raid on Sylt was a smashing
success!

* * * *

German war song: Love me, or the

world is mined.

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE

THE CANTEEN

Ask for

; SUM ORANGE
And .the Purest of

| FRUIT DRINKS

Especially Prepared by

STAR
AERATED WATER CO. LTD.,

HUTT ROAD, PETONE.

REFRESHMENTS

For Good Eats we recommend

EMPIRE CAFE
23 Willis St., Wellington.

Famous since 1914 for the
BEST SOLDIERS’ MEALS.

GRILLS AND FISH
at all hours.

GARLAND’S RESTAURANT.
RENOWNED FOR SERVICE.

DINNERS — FISH — GRILLS

Specially prepared in , N.Z.’s most

Modern Kitchen.
Note Address:’

88 MANNERS ST. (Upstairs).
Opp. Regent Theatre) '/

LONDON CAFE
143 Featherston St., Wellington
(Near G.P.O. and Railway Station)

Renowned for

GRILLS, FISH, ETC.
Open from

8 a.m. to 9.30 p.m. daily.

PETONE

HOTELS (Public)

STOP ! At the
1111 ■- Petone Railway Crossing

First from Town — Last from Camp.

GRAND NATIONAL HOTEL
Recognised Sports Rendezvous

for Members of the Fighting Forces.

; ;
JACK BLACK, Proprietor.

When in Petone stop at—

THE EMPIRE HOTEL.

Only the BEST Beer on Tap.
Prop.: ARTHUR TROWER

(Ex Digger).

LOWER HUTT
: Advertisements

THE CENTRAL CAFE
MAIN STREET, LOWER HUTT.

FOR

FISH AND GRILLS
OYSTERS IN SEASON.

Open Daily until 11.30 p.m.

Saturday after Midnight.

'lodoufs Qreat %rink

WAITFI4ATAML! I EITIjMI>B
“ 7 hat’s the stuff to give the troops!

Ask for

GRIFFINS’

Oven Fresh

BISCUITS

Made the Modern Way

SOLDIERS!
Leave your

Washing and

Dry Cleaning
AT THE CANTEEN

for prompt and efficient

service by the

PETONE STEAM

LAUNDRY

ACCESSORIES
of Practical Utility

Our Wide Selection includes:—

MONEY BELTS

SLEEPING BAGS

DUST GOGGLES

WALLETS

BOOT AND SHOE OUTFITS

HOLDALLS

KIT BAG HANDLES AND LOCKS

BUTTON STICKS, ETC.

The Sports Depot
(Witcombe and Caldwell, Ltd.)

45 WILLIS ST., WELLINGTON.

“For All Good Sports Goods.”


