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EDITORIAL

Wilbur and Orville ,Wright met with almost unsurmount
obstacles,-and unhelpful criticism when, .nearly forty years ago they
sought to- fly a “heavier than air machi-neo"

.

The Air Training Corps,
now a fast growing movement throughout the British Empire, has met’
with some opposition, . , ,

, The amount of support from the public, and the degree, of their
appreciation is in the hands of the individual cadet, A. T.O. training
has improved..the bearing of cadets,, and sc, by carrying on -the good -
work that this start has given them,, they can build up- for themselves a
solid reputation that will be'a credit to.the Corps, ' ’

Remember cadets, that the Air Training Corps is a new organisation,
and, as with all other new.movements, the public is hesitant of taking
notice or it, .-and that individual appreciation of the necessity for high
standards of bearing and strict attention to personal smartness will
place the ri.'T.C. in high regard with the public*

Our concert, held in the Jellicoe Hall on the 7th September was
a great success and the Social Committee extends their thanks to
P/0 A*W* Brown, who led the Community Sing, P/Cf J, Stanna ge for his
interesting talk, .F/0 Stedman for his address, and all those NCO T

s and
.cadets concerned with the show. Our thanks are due also to P/0 Wilcox-
for arranging for the, use of the Hall,

KEEP ON YOUR COURSE

By F/O G.E.M. Keys.

It’s a great life - if you can make the grade©’ But in thus, the

finest of the Services, only the best-is good enough* From the time
you applied, to enter' the A*T

9
C O to the time you are posted t-o an

operational unit you will find that you are being kept constantly under
observation. Time and time again you will have to appear before
Selection Boards who will examine your personal file wherein will be
recorded your physical and- educational qualifications and the opinions
of the officers and instructors' who have been responsible for-your
training© It’s a log book 1

kept by others about you and will show
''

what kind of a course .you’ve made.-

Too many'made the mistake in., the early stages of., this war of

underestimating the enemy* A few still do - hut not those with any
experience* I watched the young Germans at their training in 1939 -

just before ' the outbreak of war, and came away realising that, no -

matter how much I detested.their social outlook and political views,
they' had developed many qualities which were going to make them very
difficult to bring down* They were splendidly developed physically,
and fanatically devoted to their cause. Their technical training was



2

thorough and up to the dot’. Their organisation and equipment were
much ..co. be envied. But I realised, too, that we also had”the stuff

“

co beac , them — man for
.

man and machine for machine , once we , were given
the, chance to develop it. on .the scale that was necessary. Once given
a chance to meet them on even terms -we would have them beaten. And
there s your xJob. You are to be matched against r

this “enemy who,
because he is fighting for all . that we hate, has to be beaten to / the

so that we can have a world in which decent people will predomina’
Filo c for pilot, obaerver for observer, gunner for /gunner,- technician
for technician, ,we can meet them now,/ .and if you' do your level best to
keep the standard high we’ve got them beaten. . Because he’s good -

you nave, to be better. < Bit it isn’t easy. There are those hours of
swot to be put in-, with the tests'at the end of them that will sort

out .those who haven’t worked up to. the collar.. . There the drill .and'
the discipline to be faced that will show up those who just haven’t
got what it takes. There’s .the hard physical training in preparation
for long hours and tough going, when quick thinking, accurate judgment
and real endurance decide

J

whether you win -or lose. There’s the demand
for qualities of character and leadership

7 (hard to define,, but easy to
recognise) that have already made the service distinctive; ' have given
it, the reputation it so richly deserves.

Your goal is a difficult one, but if you’ll stick to your: course
whatever happens; youll make it. And the. reward is this v you be

accepted by all, in the Service and civil life alike, as a worthy
member of the finest outfit in the world* You’ll feel proud

v

of your'
uniform and fit to wear it - and, you hold your head high.'

'

, v

. . ■ • ■ / '■ . '■■'.7'<‘..lj 1 •>' ■
.Your take off has been .good; now keep on your cours-eJ

WHY BE FIT?

az. K.A.M.

In the A.T.C* 1 rules- and regulations, is stated the fact that

physical fitness is just as. important as technical skill. To some, thi

statement may sound like just so much hooey, so let us go into the

subject a little, and see if we can find how much there is to it.
...

To achieve technical skill we must have mental' health. Agreed? Thank'

you.
1 . It is an acknowledged fact that mental health depends'on the same

factors that ensure physical health, or to put it in every day English,
what is good for the body is good for the mind. » The ’man who cannot

stand the strain as well; as hi s\work or team mates' is letting them .
down. The best method of preventing fatigue is proper physical exercis

If one is in the ’pink’ of physical condition his resistance to fatigue

is increased, and the capacity to withstand prolonged strain is at its

maximum. The real test of physical fitness is the ability to work

unfatigued. . There are 168 hours in a week and, at present, we members

of the Christchurch Squadrons are doing half an hour of physical train!

each week. What of the other 167| hours? That half an hour a
z

week .
helps to get you flying fit, but would we not have something to ' say abo'

our dinner if there was nothing to follow the soup? ,In this .town we ar

very well' catered for in the way of sports grounds and sporting.J
.

facilities generally. The clubs need you, and you need the benefits

to be
f derived from' being a member of a club, so don’t mess about with
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any 12IXei’ J x-?° to
.

‘

i-G and sign on ,the dotted line. We are
'

ghting powerful
.

nations -that- have made-physical fitness their ■.religion-,. and the firs, requisite of every man i-n their fighting -

iNtths Tn M
e

+ CC^eb Wlth Pem successfully unless we do the same?
Xi ta_.es h : .E N-to fight a man-s'.war 'so chaps, it's up to You to ’
see chat you..-are. not the weak link in-'the -chains

''

■. •,

HEADQUARTERS

By- POM.

Io Where is it that night after night ■■ '

x

ue, swot arid struggle, Flight- by, Flight,
And sometimes-nearly do what's right?

'
■

'- ’ ' . H/Q o
- '

;
'

is ,it that .outside the door dup- b\ -W
The slot machines clank more and* more,

'

.

• And Sheilas • gather by. the score? .
‘ H/Q'o '

3o .Where is it, . surely someone.is-. blundered;
/.Nor. myself, live; often, wondered, . '' A

3

, That four' p 9 m* is sixteen .hundred? . ' ■ ■ ’

.

; H/Qo /// ... r- . . . 11l
Where us it that* our backs' get cramp. 1 . 1 ■■■' ■

And our feet go down with Warty stamp"/ /
And heads are held as 1 m a clamp?

' "

-' h/u <'.
’ "

J ■ ,
5«- Where is it that we expand the chest ■

,

And gallop, round'without a vest, .’. ..

And, uwist our torsos * without- rest? 1; ' ' J
1

.

■ '
'■ : ■'i ' ’ p

' '
,

•
_.

'

- 60, where Is it 1 that ' one clock hands' creep;
'

: ' ~

Nr seven o'clock ibid r'? os ties x

peep,
'

•_ And their Xmas, pudding hey?
.can

; keep?/' 1 /s/Jf
'

r - 1/' “ 'H/C-
4

• ' '

- ?•' '.;'■ d\
7<> where is it ' meat-•waafs and, things, '

.

Those earth-bound
x
angels without wings,< * !

/Treat we lads, like real beings? ■ .
■ ' Not H/Q v ■ ,1 ' A ■■ • ;

_

-
8

O Where
1

’is it that there is a store-' ■
’With, stripes.and uniforms galore /'//, 'll”'

“Welcomed writ’ upon the door? ‘ ’•
'

■ . . Not ,H/q o . ’ '/J'’/.. I- • .
9» 'When is it : that a lucky few .
Will set a course both straight and true
And travel on to find a -new • t'.'

'
, ..

. H/Q? ' )

.i
'

' ' P.T.Cu
...

/j
P.T.O. .
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10. Where is it, if the truth were told,'
Our thoughts will turn like sheep to fold?
I'll tell you, it will be the old

H/0.

A practise, cross-country run waj aeld on Saturday, the 22nd. Thirteen
cadets assembled at Taylors Laundry, Kilmore Street, and set sail fra
there at approximately. 2,45 on an enjoyable canter round Hagley* The
only discomfort suffered was that-caused by the .rush of wind past the'
ears as they headed down the home stretch, back to home base where th
were entertained at 'afternoon tea by Mr. G. Taylor, z ■

The gymnasts -are busy practising for the Lu, A» Annual Display whip
will be held at the end of Deptember 'in the RadiantHalle

f

Casualties
have been very light in these classes, an odd bruise here and' there,
mostly there,\ is all that' has been suffered to date, but we have
hopes of collecting something a little more advanced before ..the-, end
of the season. ' , i ?

Arrangements have been made for a Fitter Instructor from an R»N*Z,A.F
Station to hold a class for the purpose of tearing -our Moth into
little pieces. , The’classes will be held ,on Tuesday evenings from p

900-2100 hours, commencing on September the Ist? It is not thought
necessary to hold, these classes over an extended period as the

fundamentals are soon learned, and then the fun begins# . Cadets, will

provide their own hammers and saws, and it is hoped that there will
>

be enough pieces left over to build the Wing’s very own glider*

"HIGH FLIGHT"

This poem ’’High Flight!’ has been chosen by ’official's of the Library

of Congress in Washington, U.3.A1, to rank, with the poetic master- p
pieces of the last war® It was written by John Gillespie Magee

,

before he was - killed in action with the' Royal Canadian Air- Force ini

,

December last, and permission has been granted for it to be posted ■
in all pilot-training centres of the British Empire# In a recent

exhibition at the Congress Library "High Flight" shared a case with,
Rupert Brooke’s ’’The Soldier” and John McCraes In Flanders Field."

Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds of earth
9

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings,
bunward I’ve climbed and joined the tumbling mirth

Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things

You have not .dreamed of-

wheeled and soared and swung

high in the sunlight silence• Hovering' there v
I’ve chased the shouting -wind along ? and flung

Ay eager craft through footless halls of "air*•
P#T*C»
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up, up "the, long delirious, ' burning’ blue, . •
■ I -T ye topped : the wind-swept heights ;

with ’ easy grace?
Wherenever lark? or even .eagle? flew " . ’ •

while with silent? lifting mind I T
ve trod ••

rhe high, untrespassed ■ sanctity 'of space?
(>

Put -out my hand, and touched’' the face of God®
,

•

Many Cadets will remember'Sgt® King who used to come in nearly every
night last,summer,

x
and put us through our paces -on the parade ground®

Some three months %go he was transferred to a northern station and

nothing further'was heard of him for some time®. Your. Editor met him

in town recently .and -was- surprised to hear that the Sgt® had been ill

recently and was just recovering, retaining however’ some permanent '

ill affects. On behalf of those Air Training Corps personnel who had
the pleasure of knowing Sgt. King, the' Observer expresses its deepest
sympathy to him over his illness and extends him its best

1

wishes for

the future.

We. have heard recently of Cadets from this Wing who have, six weeks

after leaving us,been- flying solo* in the OX To these fellows the
Observer extends its .heartiest congratulations,, showing as they do by
their , success the value of A® T? C* training©

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE.

Notes from our Aircrew Squadron.
Since our last issue the Wing T

s aircrew squadron has been

plodding on with its -swot -* and drill, looking forward with mixed

feelings to next month’s Air.Force entrance .examinations, Unfortunately
cadets have, not had anywhere near -the amount of time set down in the

syllabus for the examination subjects* ' i-/
j ■ ''• . . - • -

.■■■. z

1 Two-recent appointments in the Squadron are.' those of. F/0 G*S O

Troup as Educational Officer .to the Squadron, whilst retaining its .
command? and that of P/0 Fountain as Second ’in Command of the Squadron
whilst .retaining'. command of 7A : Flighto- .
.1 '

' I'' ■ ■ ■ -V /. ' .
..

' ; ’•'
.

U" '-..1
‘

.' -
' . Flight-sergeants, ably . .assisted by their sergeants' and

corporals? are continuing, with great' and increasing vigour to discipline
and' guide their respective Flights? 0 . Cpl?Rothwell , disciplinary IMGoO*

attached to the Wing, -is supervising our drill? giving NaXhO’.s some

valuable tip So
.

• Mr. D.N. Garland, our Squadron W/0 has' suddenly, taken ill and

has- to tpke a rest o The Observer 'extends 1 to him
w

its wishes for a

.speedy recovery and a quick return to, duty*

Cadets who have recently joined the squadron seem to be shaping

very well so far. Fit-Sgts. have noticed a marked improvement in

Squadron .discipline® Effective steps are to be taken to deal with those

Cadets who still fail to appreciate the :obligations which membership
of the A. T.G. imposes upon them* •

:• - d-i ’’
*>’ ’ h’
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. I. number of Cadets, from our
t

aircrew squadron recently attended a

week’s .course-, at an Ihlt Flying’ Training School* Working on -th
tarmac, -they have gained a Valuable insight into ..what happens, to -the-,
aircraft (which they will eventually fly)* Each week a small number

of Cadets- visited the station Our. maintenance squadron was well 5
represented,; and gained a valuable .insight into the inner -workings of-

a large station* . ; - * h'-r-.j -

;i

On behalf • .of the Wing the - Observer exte;ad'a-''-tb'.
A

the Of fibers,
NoCpO •s/ and Airmen of ’this- station, its • thinks,-IW-... their interest' and

assistance®’-.-,' . ‘HDITO.Ro ,1 •■■ ■■•■

..

.
-d . . . .

JOTTINGS FROM THE "KIWIS" DIARY

\ ■ ■.••• -.
..• , •/?.■■■■ >

*

• . ■ - RtS '/• I
The 00-cipl Committee'is working hard now on the'/first;,t Coneerp/'ajafk they
hope to be able to put ?on "bigger and "better shows •as .time--gc^eh'on, y/.

Every month it is planned to ’have a dance, concert
~ ipl-cture9”'pa''ptyu

of

some sort of entertainments albc these’- lines© \ T Al ; s'd, Ct gyery; month

they are holding social, evenings .when it is ..-hoped 'there will be

lectures on;service or
k

local subjects, followed by
x

a light supper©

Any suggestions or criticisms from cadets will be welcomed and should

be forwarded to any member of the Social Committee®
President: W/0 Mannering /•/ , .... .

r ,.p, w

• Chairman: W/0 Garland ' . ‘k
‘

Secretary: F/S HacCdrmack
'

V’rj ?

’

‘ r

r- —•
Treasurer: F/.S Bannister-

,

'

/'R'" - y/'/n/•til' <•<.-•

Remember', cadets- that . the /.Social Committee ' has got. .to ;mhkpo

for all--the'se; functions in their own; time k Dack
v
,them up in . all the:

efforts /With your attendance at ‘these activities* .
? -

promotions "in .the Squadrun include those of:. • •
-

' Cadet Lo Thomas to Act© Cpls- . • ■ ; J- ? rt

. j'Cpl ) ampbell •to ActoSergeant
> r .. ,

’

.

' Cadet-- Blight .to Act Cpl© . ■ • ......

;A ' 1 ; <" ‘
' o'--

"

..'-V ' Sje V-V .1 VV
.

'‘’
•J'' ■ '

f
JW:- : 1 3

-a
.

v-

‘ .-vis "■ ■'

;
t'-

r

'’

\ j- ' - ‘ .• .j

n marriage which has -taken place-'-recently at ‘St© Mary’s, ihrivale-, is

that of to Th- eut* '■HUh MauchopM' / J ,
i

Miss : ix er ''is. '“-a',me mb er> of he .Headquarters ot f and the A
© T.a Os; :a as -■;

•beep the cahh'e of more than one headache xto this faithful.-. mpmner of

the
J

community© A e wish her every happiness .in her marriedc-inife©

' -x Jp . ■ iii ’ '•»< >3 ?i»- ••i 1’ ■ ‘M. . ■'"*
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MORE JOTTINGS FROM THE "KIWIS" DIARY.

Saturday 15th 'August saw the; wedding ,of F/O Poulson to .ess .too -y .■

Evans of ChCli .at nt| Barnabas Churc& Until
_

recently, when bey left i .
to ta' u■ a- responsible position- on o. ..Jourh Island.

„

jtatlorn . F/0 Pours? i. .
■was district Adjutant- to the,-A<>TlGo in Canterburyc ■• n number of ■cs.-usis-

from the Ch(Ai wing ,I'orvicd a Guard; of honour under ,P/0 Perry,-.. -. ■ -y;
ns the couple, left the ' Ana ct J//J l'e.ji : y . nljn. the Guard t-o uVryoutrun'

and- salutedl , , ' '
''

' ""

... . . ’
Those present were?- I/O Manner?, l ! /; i .Sannis rer.? 1//8 Jecuwj.ta.,

F/o Loach, Ggts .ieude n>on. Opl^O..;.sen ;. Oauet .fai’peo, under ueGxegoi u 5
Cadet i.cGregaj? So • >

, '■;.•■ * r-jit P : - ,■■•, <• O- ■: ■

'

"A" Flight has recently ' grown In numbers and
..

the now arrival s.. are

working 'keenly ; under their Radio 1. ■ lonr' Her Brown., . .bo.
;
ca'.-yi. -1

to
5 their ;

more advanced '■Ciadeos- 'their. ; drily is greatly •. -w-* : r ? . i.g

and they are now Very efficient,P
buanns to tae won? oi . yicj■ ,• ,

Commander P/0 8tawnge and their Flight Sergeant; nccuw. d'J- l.ne

are much excited that at last their Practi cal• buipmen'G is or ■V- y..

way? and that they wall know now what a- maars-. really loxa 1.-ic<

a Flight is at the 'moment work mg . hard for .the' tor-Igo mid . *
First lid. exams ;

which will .be. polled off in the near iu -c.vu • ••>■—

are quite confident of a victorious fra./ly Toe ar drilm too aa*

improved greatly ?.since tie : holding cf Sunday- raradeS:

P/0 Gresham is working, ha rd for the wo n are j of; -rd' •. klignt .- io. '|r i ■
be congratulated. for the standard of their drill . arc. d•. temp .-..-a : ...

and the cadets 'for their attendance and th err interest u.i ~iu •••.-•

F/ogto nauCormack has worker ■ sard for the •flight ano receei rme
; ■ -

shown great posslbflfri.es while raw/ng he in i' Class uo. o- suo -/
nil the test when you go inly the sehioi oxanes cl ise

Service 9 nac-. '
x

.

Our new J IF Flight ?s pimpressing very well and or pponuses j( y
'one

.-
of the. keenest in. rhe oquadnonc In ; rheir. ranks, 1 arc some gee-am

athletes and they show ■ themselves af b • their bent duping

Physical ; l-fainlngcper oh Thursday* jj.igy-sr i;m." r smj - on vwt

Parade ground is worthy of no be consider ? tae >am bLcti- u.iey 1
Been going ', such a short time'. . , '

U

decently some Technical rums were 1 snown tu our ma Jjj tenanuc i'
o

*

at our iieadcuarters and apart from minor d’-tken] upes wi. cn ou

projectop the show wont ;/• Lhout a nit ch •

■ gi'i h’ *o ■»• '“O • /i* ?/ _ •

PERSONAL.

Who is Flight‘Sergeant- Burbeck? . • / . •

We wonder that a cer r-a?
s

'>- officer we know dcesn* t knock -ti.-o na • ->
;

every time he salutes
.■ ' ...
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