
BRITAIN'S DELEGATE OX
PROTOCOL.

Speech by Mrs H. M. Swanwick at
the close of the Fifth Assembly and
of the discussion on the Draft Pro-
tocol of Arbitration and Disarma-
ment. The President called upon
her as follows:

“By a happy chance, the last
speaker to address the Assembly on
this important subject is a woman
delegate, who is going to voice the
adhesion of the woman of the world
to the great work embodied in the
Protocol. I call on Mrs Swan wick,
Delegate of Great Britain.”

Mrs Swanwick (British Empire):
“Mr President and Fellow Delegates,
I feel very deeply the kindness and
courtesy of the President and of my
fellow' delegates in allowing me to
say a very few words. It is perhaps
due to the fact that no woman has
spoken on this subject at this As-
sembly, and that we have the classi-
cal privilege of the last word. At
the same time, ladies and gentlemen,
it would be immodest in the extreme
for one woman to attempt to speak
for all women. It is a danger that
every woman in this hall knows, that
a woman wr ho speaks always runs the
risk of people saying that s.ie speaks
for all her sex. We differ, gentle-
men, as much as you do, though per-
haps more.

“I wish to appeal to you, however,
in a way that I think perhaps no
woman would contradict, and I be-
lieve in my heart no man either. I
would appeal to you in the wrords of
the speech that I think moved me
more than any I have heard here,
that of Mr Paul-Boncour, in which
he said that von had been making a
great machine. It is a formidable
and a complex machine, and it would
depend entirely upon the spirit that
moves that machine whether it is
a machine for good or a machine for
evil. We have listened and taken
part—women as well as men—in the
discussion and study of this difficult
problem. We are going back to our
countries, and we shall have to ex-
plain the scheme we propose; we
shall have to explain its provisions
and its possibilities, and also its
dangers, to the workers of the world.
We must get the adherence of the
workers of the world If we are to

make this an engine for good. In
one way, 1 am not afraid to speak
a* a woman, because modern life has
shown us a few women who have
looked into the future and realised
the great responsibility of women.
We have had women who have suf-
fered the very worst' that women
can suffer in 'he loss of their dear
ones, but who yet have appealed
against revenge and pleaded for
reconciliation. We have had women
like that mother, the mother of
Rathenau, who appeared that there
should be no revenge for the loss of
her son. We have had a wife like
Sonora Matteotti, who made the same
appeal, that men should not revenge
the wrong done to her. We English
are proud of having among our pat-
riotic women. Nurse Edith Cavell,
who said, in words which should be
engraved in letters of gold on her
statue, but which unfortunately are
not, (as our readers probably know,
those words have now boon placed
on the monument) that “Patriotism
is not enough.”

“We have a great responsibility.
You who are the representatives of
Governments all the world over, you
nave to speak for, and act for the
dumb millions of the world, and,
gentlemen, the responsibility that
falls upon you, that there shall be
no disillusionment in this matter, is
tremendous. If, when this great
engine is perfected, it is not used as
it is intended to be used by you who
have made it here, for impartial
judgments, you will lose the faith
and he confidence of the common
people all the world over in the real-
ity of the League of Nations.

“At last we are told that Arbitra-
tion is going to take the place of
war; at last we are told that security
is going to come to us, and I hope
that that security will be a security
of a very different order than that
which women have been promised by
men all down the ages. Do not you
think that Hector told Andromache
that he was protecting her? Do not
we remember that throughout all the
World War and the years that have
followed it the cry of Astyanax has
rung in our ears all the world over:
Remember that when you turn your
arms against each other, my brothers,
the first victim is the child.—From
the News Sheet of the WM L.

REV. JOHN DAWSON.

Deep regret was expressed that
tlie Rev. John Dawson was not well
enough to attend Convention, and
hearty prayers were uttered for his
recovery to health.

Mr Edmond came in his place, and
gave a practical address on methods

< f work. Convention was grateful to
Mr Edmond for the trouble he had
taken to visit and help us in our
work. After his address a resolution
was carried urging all members, not
only to vote for prohibition, but to
vote for men, irrespective of part>
considerations, who will see that pro
hibition when carried is enforced.

In the C.S.A. every party is care
ful to put up “dry” candidates. Ai
the late presidential election out ol
30 Democratic Candidates, only one
was wet and he got only 7 votes in
final ballot. When party leaders in
New Zealand realise that prohibi
tionists will not support “wet” < indi-
dates then they will put up “dry”
ones. To vote for prohibition and
then to vote for a man who will op-
pose it in the House is pulling down
as fast as you build up. Our slogan
for 1925 election is “Mv vote! no wet
need apply.”

TYPED REPORT OF CONVENTION.

There are several inaccuracies in
this year’s Typed Report, most of
which are fairly obvious. ‘Attention
is drawn, however, to the two fol-
lowing:—

(1) P. 9. (about the middle).
For “Nelson” read “Blenheim.”
(re Bible reading etc.)
(2) P. 13, in Mrs Don’s verse,

line 3.
For “Shrink” read “Shirk.”
The price of the Typed Report is,

as usual, 1/6. All profits are paid
into the N.Z. Treasury General F

Money should be sent to

MRS EVANS.
205 Clyde Street,

“There’s a little Public House
That everyone can close,
It’s the little Public House
Just underneath the nose.’
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