
Again, viewed from yet another as-
pe< t. the Bible is peculiarly a child*
rcn’s history book. For is it not the
history of a child race, told bv in-
spired men with child like minds, and
a child's outlook on life. It cannot
be repeated too often that the Old
Testament is the history of the child-
ren (and they were children in very
truth), of God. God was their
Father, their Teacher, and their
Guide, and He had to punish, forgive,
and overlook many things, just as an
earthly father forgives and forgets
the shortcomings of his children.
The history of David, to an adult
mind, is full of weakness, and child-
ish wilfulness. Ofttimes we cannot
admire even his good points, because
of the predominance of his weak-
nesses. And how often God's
patience and tolerance seem to have
been expended in vain ; and we fail to
realise what the 1 child mind would
grasp at once, that David’s weak-
nesses were natural ones in a child,
for that was all he was, and had God
been less patient, less good, he would
he a Being worthy of far less love and
reverence than an earhtly father, who,
if he loves well enough, forgives all
thing- to his little children. David
fell into temptation, and forgot his
(iod over and over again in what must
seem to a mature mind a wilfully
senseless manner. And yet (iod for-
gave. A child would expect forgive-
ness, and would be wounded if it did
not get it. Idolatry to a thinking
mind seems -uc h an impossible si t

for anyone who had ever known
Jehovah, but a c hild knows from its
own experience that it often loves its
dolls or toys more for the* moment
than mother and father, and the idol-
wen* dolls, -o why should not these
c hildren of the* Old Testament make
the same mistakes that children make
to-day ? W e could multiply instance
upon instance where the child-race
commits rhildi-h -in- and exhibits
childi-h weakne--, and i- forgiven.
Would these stories not appeal to
children all the more because they are
their own every day experiences? (iod
is always just, yet mere lfui. and faith
fully loving and tender. The (iod of
the Old Testament i- essentially the
children’- (iod. Ought we not.
therefore, to let the* lirt-le ones know
Him and learn of Him from the best
record of His dealings with men:
Again, it i- the old command we obey
or reject when we accept or refuse

Bible teaching for our children,
“Suffer the little children to come
unto Me."

On the point of local colour and at
mosphere the Bible cannot fail to
satisfy the most severe critic. It i-
vritten by men who were contempor
aries of the events which they de-
scribe; men, who were the* poet philo-
sophers of the ages in which the)
lived, and who were abundantly gifted
with the rich imagination of Kastern
races. Fvery sentence i- a pi< ture,
and he who fails to gra»p the colour-
ings is indeed obtuse, for n» such
wealth of imagery, and such abund
ance of allegory, not only arc we tur
nished with local colour and atmos
phere, but we are at the very fountain
head of inspiration, and the dullest
mind is unconsc lously inspired to
imitate. These writing could with
all justice be named the* “education
and imagination." Thus we find,
that as an historical work, the Bible
satisfies all demands.

Ihe third and the most important
standpoint from which we must con-
sider the Bible is its value as a men
tally and a morally stimulating influ
erne. It will be generally admitted
that it i- essential 111 educating the
child, and in forming its character to

place- before it the highe-t ideals
within the -cope of human conception.
What is the highest ideal we know,
and where -hall we find it portrayed?
Surely it is the lilt* and teaching of
the Christ as portrayed for u- 111 the
four Gospels. Everyone who has
handled children knows that there is
only one key which can open the doot
of their heart-, ju-t a- there- is only
one foundation on which can be built
untruly great character. Love is tin-
key, and purity c r single ness of heait
the foundation stone. You cannot
control children unless you love them;
you cannot teach them unless you
IOV-. More than this, you cannot
give to them any of the true joy of
life 1 nlcss \ou teach them to love.
Love bear- fruit in many vir'uc- -

unselfishness, courage, patience, and
charity are all forrs of love Love
is the essential feature in human rela
tious. It renders all things possible
L all men. Admitting the value of
love, surely our minds must ac know
ledge with rever-nce the Author of
that grandest cu all command-, “Thou
shalt love thy neighbc ur a- \hy-clf.”
And m ieac hing the dtx trine* of love
in its be-t form, suic-ly we can u-e no

better text book than that which de
fines the Divinity in the words “(iod
is Love." We would all have* our
children to be patriots and e itizens of
the best type. And yet is not the
best type embodied in the- man or
woman who lives up to the command.
“Thou -halt Love thy neighbour as
thy-ell ’: I hose c hildren cannot live
up to the- command unless they know
it, and surel) the command will be
intensified when they realise bow the
life of the Author was one grand ful
filmcnt of Hi- doctrine. Abstract
goodness and abstract morality make
no appeal to children ; but if there 1-
one hero, or one heroine, who can
embod> these virtues they become- a
possibility to the c hild, and some-
thing to be- imitated. Where can you
find one so wonderful in all His ways
a> the Christ, the- Lover of li'tlt*
children, the Healer of the sick, and
the Friend of the poor? His life
tea' hes fidelity of purpose, singleness
of heart, purity of life and thought,
and ineffable love, as no life has evc*r

taught them. Is there any one
amongst us who would not wish for
his son or daughter th«- matchless
courage, the unselfish purpose, and
dazzling purity of the Christ? Surel)
whatever the colour of our belief, and
whatever the experience of our life-,
we still would put before the < hildre n
the best that we- can find ! And can
we find anything granch-i »u hnci than
the character of the* Son of (iod?
Kvcn if we stand among those who
deny His Divinity, surely we cannot
but admit Ilis goodness, and • loser
intimacy with that life and 1*- work
must as surely drag from our lips at
last the admission of the- l<< man (Jen
turion. “Surel) this was the Son of
(iod.’’ Let u> remember that it was
He who said, ‘Whoso -hall offend one
of these little ones which believe in

Me, it were better for him that a null
stone were hanged about hi- nee k,
and that he were drowned in the
depth of the -ea." Then, again,
ought we not to remember that,
though every one of us has to face the
Sea of Doubt alone, yet we can give
to these young lives weapons and
warning- which will help them to ride
safely through the roughest storm?
Many hearts have had their faith up
rooted and their beliefs wrecked by
Higher Criticism! and many will
question the u-e of teaching a faith
which has to be* uprooted and destrov
c*d, and the 10-- of which leave- the
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