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THE OTHER SIDE OF
COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE.

. (Contributed.)
The introduction of compulsory

military training into the Dominion
of New Zealand forms so distinct
a departure from the traditions of
the British people that, at least in
regard to some aspects and to cer-
tain possible consequences, it would
seem to merit careful consideration
by all thinking men and women as
individuals, and by those organisa-
tions whose object is ostensibly the
maintenance of high ethical and
religious standards. \N hatever dif-
ferences of opinion we may have on
the best methods of defence,
whether naval or military, volun-
tary or compulsory, there may still
be agreement on important issues
connected with the military situa-
tion as it now stands. With the
aim of reaching such agreement, 1

propose to review certain aspects
of this matter, and to comment
upon them

1. The extension of military train-
ing to the i*riod from n to lH
years of age, together with compul-
sory registration at 14, constitutes
<1 deliberate invasion •of the schools
which as time goes on is certain in-
creasingly to interfere with the cur-
riculum, to cause friction with
school authorities, and to alter,
perhaps injuriously, the character
of elementary and secondary educa*
tion. Already rumours have reached’
us that instruction of school cadets
will Ik* taken out of the hands 01
the school teachers. The taking
over of this instruction by officers
of the Defence Department may
easily have the consequences just
mentioned—consequences at present
unforeseen by headmasters, school
committees, <iml governing bodies.
Already ollicers 01 the Department
are empowered b\ tile Act to sus-
pend at anv time the time-table of
an\ school. (See Clause 4b.)

2. Objection on conscientious
grounds to compulsory military
naming, and especially to training
so early as 11 to iN, with com-
pulsory registration at 14. actually
exists, and fines and imprisonment
are already being inflicted through-
out the Dominion. Although the
Defence Act clearly states (Clause

that no one is to be compelled
to undergo military training con-
trary to his religious tenets, yet
magistrates seem to have unani-
mouslv decided to ignore this
ground of objection. Kven admit-
ting that not all objections have a
genuine conscientious foundation,
the iact that some have raises u
very important issue. Are the pro-
fessed guardians <»1 morality and
religious liberty going to fold their
arms and look on while any :on-
scientious objector is lined and im-
prisoned ? The party 111 power may
yet have to be reminded that in
this matter it has revived the
methods of the dark ages.

A That encroachment on the
schools will take place is evident
from the fact that the Defence
Amendment Act requires (Clause
H) sixty-four hours' training per
year from cadets of 14 to iN years
of age. This means that the one
hour per week hitherto devoted to
drill must be extended to some-
thing like two. Already in one
high school the time allotted to
games has been reduced in conse-
quence. Compulsory military train-
ing below the age of 18 may easily

become a vexatious interference
with the authority of the school
master, who, il lie is master of lus
art, knows better than any military
official what is best lor bo vs of
school age. Such training is also
quite unnecessary, because provided
service is enlorced ut a later age.
it is time enough then to claim the
services of citizens, when they can
be of actual use in the defence of
the country, which of course school,
boys cannot be. Competent au-
thorities are agreed that physical
training rn games and gymnastics
is vastly suj er or fioin the* stand-
point of natural development below
the age of in to constrained mili-
tarv exercises.

4. Military training which en-
croaches on out-ol.school hours and
evenings is an unnecessary inter-
ference with the authority of the
parent and in the domain of the
home. It is especially in this di-
rection that its requirements de-
mand the immediate attention of
the women <>f New Zealand. It
may not be for us to decide whether
compulsory military service is to
be continued or not, but we should
one and all demand that our sons
shall have arrived at an age of dis-
cretion before thev come under the
influence of m*u whose standards
of character and conduct are often
far from what we should approve.

5. All that is necessary or de-
sirable to bo vs of school age is the
physical training of games and
gymnastics, though a special course
of such training leading up to later
military exercises might be admit-
ted.

b. Under the present regulations
for fourteen years from 11 to 25,
military training is to be a prom-
inent object before the mind of
every bov, youth, and voung man
in the Dominion. Have the people
considered the far-reaching nature
of this requirement ? 1 think not.
They do not fully realise the fact
that during some of the best years
of a man’s life, when character is
being formed and consolidated
when the foundations of success in
life are being laid bv whole-hearted
application to acquiring the know-
ledge and skill needed for a voca-
tion, or in mastering the (let,ills qf/\
.1 profession a young man's into/
ests are to be diverted from the
most serious objects in life.

7. May not even an effective mili-
tary organisation be too high a
price to pay for a lowered stan-
dard of ambition in those who
ought to be the leaders of thought
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