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NEW ZEALAND'S BEREAVEMENT.

AM. New Zealand mourns ‘he pass-
ing of that noble, fearless, gifted
man, T. E. Taylor, whose short life
of less than forty-nine years has
given such impetus to every move-
ment in this country tending to the
uplift of humanity. Born in England,
he was twelve years of age when he
arrived with lus parents in iNew
Zealand. As a lad he entered
the employ of Messrs J. M.
Hey wood & Co., and rose to the
position of manager; leaving
in 1895 to go into business
for himself, thereby securing
greater freedom and time for
political and temperance work.
As a boy in London he liked
attending meetings, and signed
the pledge at a gathering ad-
dressed by the late Dr. Ber-
nardo, and throughout his life
he earnestly sought to save his
fellow-men from the evils of
drink. He became a member
of the Addington Methodist
Church when he was seven-
teen, and at church meetings
and literary societies he gave
evidence of his coming powers.
It was in 1890, in connection
with temperance matters, that
he came into public notice.
With characteristic clear-sighted-
ness, he saw it was better to stop the
cause of drunkenness than to spend
one’s life in heart-breaking and often
fruitless efforts to reclaim the
drunkard, and so, enlisting the Rev.
L. M. Isitt in the cause, he organ-
ised the campaign which resulted
in the election, by the ratepayers,
of the famous

Sydenham Licensing Committee,

pledged to refuse every license in
their district, and the quashing of
whose decision, in the Supreme
Court, gave rise to the magnificently
conducted crusade by Rev. L. M.
Tsitt, throughout the Colony, for
the Local Option vote. Sydenham
has the honour of forming the first
Prohibition League in New Zealand,
with T. E. Taylor as Secre4 ary.

Alongside the demand for Local
Option raged the agitation for
Woman’s Suffrage, and the success
of our cause owes much to Mr Tay-
lor’s stalwart championship. So
splendidly and strenuously were
these reforms fought for that 1893
saw’ them both passed into law,
though both Acts are marred, the
Woman’s Suffrage by the clause

which debars women from Parlia-
ment, and the Local Option Act by
the hated three-fifths majority.
From this time Mr Taylor was a
public man. Hewasthena memberof
the Sydenham Borough Council, a
position he filled for six years. In
1896 he was a candidate for Christ-
church at a by-election, and though
defeated then, he was returned at
the general election held at the end

ot the same year, and events
‘ and work have crowded his

life ever since. In addition to
Parliamentary duties and work

' for the Prohibition movement,
the Police Commission, his
labours in connection with the
Lake Coleridge scheme, and
the organisation of the Elec-

> trical Construction Co., which
secured and carried out the
contract for the construction
of the Christchurch tramway
system, are monuments to hisv wonderful ability and mar-

j vellous energy. But that which
distinguished him most was
his

Self Sacrificing Devotion
to the cause of humanity. The
humanitarian legislat.on pass-
in recent years was strenu-

~r r ously worked for by him both
in and out of Parliament, and

every proposal that made for the
better protection of women and chil-
dren was sure of his warmest sup-
port. No thought of his own per-
sonal advantage or disadvantage
ever stayed him from the most un-
flinching hostility to that which he
considered wrong or opposed to the
public good. Abounding cheerful-
ness, dauntless courage, untiring

MR. TAYLOR’S LAST WORDS.

“I want to say that this year of 1911 is
our year of emancipation if we are true to
God and to our opportunity. They call us

fanatics, but National Prohibition is worth
living for, and worth dying for. I have
had a happy life, and it has been full from
the beginning to the end. lam very tired.
I know I shall be happier where I am going,
but I am glad to think I have lived out every
moment, and that 1 have tried to do always
what was right.”


