
A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD
THEM.

One afternoon, a tew months 'go,
ladx in deep distress, accompanied

b\ a little child, entered one of the
|, >1: houses in South London and
.ke ! tor assistance. She accom-

panied hei plea with the statement,
•| have no home, no friends, and I

, m enable to work.” The publican,
,'nat' ustomed to appeals of this ehai
.i ter, treated her request with scant
courtesy, an I, turning aside, s.ikl to
the barmaid, ‘‘Business is slow this
.fteinoon. I wish thinßs would wake
uplhe unwelcome visitor repeat-
ed lu i request, whereupon tin* publi
,an put his hand into the till, with
In w a copper, and handed it to her
with a mingled look of curiosity and
pin.

\ man st inding at tin- bar with a
cl.iss of whiskx in front of him, en
Mimed of the woman, “What brinßs
vmi here in this condition this after
noon?” Pointing to his glass of
whiskx, she' replied, “Why, whisky!
Ihnt is xx hat brought me here. 1
«\.n once happx and surrounded b\ all
the luxuries that xvealth could pro-
cure; mx husband xx as one of the
kindest men I have c'ver known. But
in an evil hour he was tempted, and
fell, and in two short years my dream
nf happiness xvas over, nix husband
lost his position, and then he died,
and now tills a drunkard's grave. As
!<>i me, I am only a xxreck of my for-
mci self, homeless and fiiendless, and
with nothing left me in the 1 xvojld but
this little c hild”

\nd weeping as if the fountain of
hei soul xx .is broken up. she affec-
tionately caressed the golden curls
'h.it shaded i f ice of exquisite love
uncss. Then, regaining her com
leisure, she- turned to the publican be-
hind the bar, and said:

“Sir. the reason I have come here
f " <|,tx is to ask xou. not so much for
heln. as to plead xxith you to stop this
Usiness, which spreads ruin, poverty,

starvation, and desolation everyxvhere.
W»u are taking the* bread out of the
mouths of the famished wives and
(hildren of your customers. You
• ic stripping the clothes from their

kand spreading unhappiness,
miserx, c rime, and desolation among
their once happy homes.”

By this time the bar had filled with
customers. Their .attention was at
traded and held by the pathetic story
anc appeal of this sorrow-stricken
woman. Some xxith curiosity, some

xxith sadness, and some xxith pity
beaming in their exes, had watched
this poor woman as they heard her
relate her tragic story and make her
appeal.

One of the men suggested the c hild
should sing, and she sang in a sweet,
child like* voice that well-known hymn:

leld not to temptation,
I or x u lding is sin.

Kach victory xxill help you
Some othci to xxin. ’ etc., etc.

!h* men and women xxho filled the
bar ixere entranced xxith the musical
voice and beauty of the child, and .it
the ciose men and wonun xxho had
not sh'd a tear for years n<>xx xxrpt
like children. One young man, who
had resisted the entreaties of a loving
motlier and friend'', approached the*
child, and taking both her hands in
his, xxith tears streaming down his
pale cheeks, exclaimed xxith deep
emotion, “(iod bless you, my char
little* angel, you have saved me from
tuin and disgrace. I will never take
another drop of dunk while I live.”
Another man, xxho had been given up
as utterly beyond the reach of those
xxho xxc-re anxious for his xvelfare, ex
claimed, ”1 have drank my last glass;,
from this <1 ix I xxil' be- a sober man.”

J J

DROPPED STITCHES.

1 dropped a stiu li in my knitting
As I sat at work one* day,

And i‘ seemed such a little matter.
I sang as I worked axxay ;

But 10, when my work xxas finished,
I saw, with infinite pain.

The stitch I had missed in the morn
ing

Had rendered it all in vain!
That all of mv perfect stitches

W ere useless because of one.
That one little Haw had cost me

The loss of nix heart’s “Well
done!”

Just so it is in our lives, dear,
But the stitches dropped, ah me!

Are part of the soul’s own garment
We weave for eternity.

The stitch of unbridled passions.
Of an evil, bitter thought,

Th* stitch of neglected duties
Arc into the pattern wrought'

The stitch of the first cigar, lac'.
The stitch of your first strong

drink.
And the work of vour life is ruined

l)oes it pay, dear, do xou think?
Alas! for the stitch unheeded.

Ah. me. for the mischief done.
For the glad hopes of the morning,

For heartache at set of sun '
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Auckland Dibtrict, 2nd A 4th \V-dne*da?. 2.30
p.in., W C.T.U. Ht‘iuii|Ui4rlfrK, Welle .ley l linn-
bera, Wellaaley Street lentrance l.ur. i- St.); Pie*.,
MnOooki Mm Vkk4m; < <•••• v « •. Mia* I*.
l>ewar. Pomprliei Terr., Poiisonhy ; K>« ser., \li»
J. \V. Tttylor. Sentinel ltd., Pooamiby, Trea*., Ms
Pei m tt, Mhi let lie.ml. F psoin; *‘\A .h.’ A*ei.t, M**
Davie-, Onflow ltd. Mi. lioakill.
Avondale. Mi«l 'I urn-day. i' iin . Pi< «n sin »t
Methodist Chureli. F’res.. Mr* st- vein-: l ee. H* e..
Mis- H. Git to-; t or. Sec.. M»a l*Tcotor. Trw., Mis
Walker; W.H. Agent, Mr- Morgan.

AucklanU, Y*s. I.h-i Mi i it.i\ it '« l * p tn.
" .(J.T.U. H« aeh|uattei*. Ins., Mi-s I. > n--- v ;

Viee Pie indents, Misses I. Cook, hi il <* s«ott;
Su| t. Mrs Peirett. Market ltor.il I pioni: R< c.

Seeri tary. Miis 1,. t'lie* t; Cor Self* tiny, Mis- V.
Bottnll, 31 Ariliur St.. 1 on-« nl y; 'Jukh.. Mi*a D.
hiabb*,, Shoal Bay Hu, I>e vonport; M W.R. H suit..
Miss Rudd.

Hshburton, ‘.lni ’invkday, 2!io | ji... in Vic-
toria Hall; Pies , Mrs v\ . T. I ill. W il.owliy ; CVr.
See., Mm (1. Bowman. Peter HI.. I- ; See Sec,
Mi-* Trevuiza, 1(19 Peter St; lien*. MrsW. .1
Brown. Walnut Av ;

“ W.R."Bupt . Miaa Bulteriek,
Wr.kanui.

Avondale Y’s, 3rd Weilne-o ty, T. •*;» pin.

ir. Itoiid Board Room Blake Ktrc**t Pres Mis-
Rlsie Steven-, Viee-I'res. Mi-e-Ada Adams. I.ilia
Uus-el A Boa lev : Rec. Sec.. Mi-*(» Writ lit; * ~r

<

See.. Mi-* M < ottrill, New Wmd-oi ltd.. Avoinl le;
Trea-. Mi-s M. McCarthy, Station ltd.; W .It. Supt,
Mi-s U. Tlioinas; V. Be,.t ; Mr- Pirn tt. Maikrt ltd.,
Kp*om.

Hltnlmiiii Dievnct. ist linMtuy bp.m.; Ir—
Mr- A. .1. I»it< hrti Id l.ivermere; sec. Mr* 11.S. Hoin
Springlanda. Blerhem.; Trea.s., Mr- Hay, Stephen-
inn M.; Mother-’ M*-etirg and t radle It oil, M<*-
dames Brew-r and Hancock; W.H.** Agent, >lis
W. Parker. On v«* ltd.

Cambridu*. dr*t Tuesday, in month in Victoria
Mall, at S p.m.: Pres. Mrs A T Wat«m, ; See.
Mr* o. Be*r . Tress. Mrs C II Ru-rnft; Cradle
I toil. Mrs W. Hogan; W.R. Agent. Mr* A. T . Wat
•on.

Chrifttchu rv h W.C.T.I' Room*. 2t7 Manehi eter
Pt..opp Ilia Majesty'* theatre. Second and fourth
Wednesday l'niv* i Meeting, on the Shiid W iv-
nrsdiu. I'ri »„ Mr* T. K. Taylor. C a-bu.ere
Hill*. (Tor. Sec.. Mr* It. Day. Milford St., St. Al-
ban*; Rrc. See.. Mi*s Bishop, 12 Bealey Ht.; Tie**.,
Mi*- M. B. [<ov« 11-Kinitli, Hex 114; A**ilnnt-
Tif»«.. Mi-s Gordon. Holly l.ea. Manchester St

,

“W R." Supt. Mr* Day. Millfnrd Bt.. St Albans.

I>e nnevirke. 2nd V erinesrt*?. Wesleyan
S< htoluon*. • p.m. F’r**.. M>* Hiebani*; Pec.
Sc>e. Mi* McF lie e. Prim «- St.: < e>i Hi c., Mrs W i*« -
m*n. FF'kh St.: Trea*.. Mil* Pindctt.

Dunedin Di*trie-t.latTne#d»v No-lieens* Room*
Moiay Place. 8 pm.; Pie*.. Mra Hiett. 2M Geoige
Row; Cor. Fee., and Press Cor.. Mr- t hi-bnlm,
Kec. Sec., Nurse Williamson; Fupt. Whit* Hi*
non, Mi* Anderfon 82. Puke Ft, Tria*., Mr*
Young Bi-hep*conrt Roslyn.

Devon port. Second Thursday Wm-i an Reboo.*
room, 2.80 p.in.; F’re*., Mr* Barr, Victoria Hd ,

Vice-Preaidenta, M-*dmne* Budd, Klliot Sheppard,
George and Young: Per.. Mr* Burnett. Jubilee Av. ;

Tr»a*., and Supt W.R., MiM I#* ltov. W»tcivi»w
Rd.. Stanley Bay; Fupt Cradle Roll. Mi*s Lillivrol).

I£de n. 3rd w cdim-elay.*J u p re.. Metlijdi-t Sehool-
room, Doiiiinioti Rd. t*rc *

, Mi** Wilson V\ ilford
l!d.. Mt. Id'ii; ('or. Pee . Mrc Fcmilen. 2 Mar-
Avenue, Kdendale N.j ' *-e. S> e.. kC- hi.wles, *J7ii
Balmoral Hd., Edendale N.; I rea«. Mia Cart* right.
Hum Villa, Dominion l:d ;

,- W.lt.” Agent, Mr*
Hudson, Richmond Rd., Mt. Ilden

PeildinQ, l*tThur*da? *i Ml p.n>. St Paul’* Hall.
Pre*., Mrs Barton “ BrnUinme.” Monn.oiith Ft;
Cor. Fee.. Mr* Clara Neel M»nr bestir St; Her.
Sec. Mia-R Ma\o. * Nga Kuii-Nm . T’e«a.. Misa
►vendsen, Ea*t St; *‘W R.” *»em. Mm* S\* n den .
pre* s. Mr* Re» vi ; V vangtlirtie, Vri Finfrs<n;
Cradle Roll. Mr* Mm ; 1.. T I<. Mis* I homp-op
(il*bornr I>'*trr», last tu*‘d*y, 2.4 b m.,
Pre»b?terian 8c b >olior in ; Pir* . Mr* Grffe, Or-
mond Pd.: Fee. Mi-* \V. J. f’o-ie. ?f4» F*eiit k tre »t;
Treat.. Mr* F. J. VA ilke*.4f6Gl«d*tone Rd
Grey rroul b Pitt riot. Pn-nos oily l**t Toe*-
da?. I’rayei Meeting *rcond Ti-e-day if' (tiler -*
Re*t Hall: Frta. Vit Cid'r; Fcr. > u M»icn,
Cobd' n ; Trea*., Mr* A. F atkinn n. l>in| uhi Ft.;
W’hite Ribbon Agrnt. Mr* T Hirwr: Vii e Pun-
dentt, Sister Mcody Hell ntul Mr* rr.ikimoc.


