
Correspondence.

(The Editor is not responsible for
opinions expressed by correspond-
ents.)

Frances Willard favoured the Initia-
tive and Referendum.

(To the Editor.)
Madam,—As there is much miscon-

ception as regards wh.it the Initiative
and Referendum is, 1 enclose an ex-
planation. The American W.C.T.U.
League favours same. The Initia-
tive and Referendum is law in 19
States in America, in three Canadian
Provinces, and in Switzerland, South
African and Australian States are
pressing for same. The late Miss
Frances E. Willard, the great Presi-
dent of the World’s Women’s Chris-
tian Temperance Union, wrote in
1897: “1 believe in Direct Legisla-
tion (known as the Initiative and
Referendum). The reign of the
people is the one thing my soul de-
sires to see; the reign of the politi-
cian is public ignominy. . . .

There is no hope for reform under the
existing system of voting. ’’

The President of the Californian
Women’s Christian Temperance
Union said at their annual Confer-
ence, held at Bertoley, October, 1910:
“We should educate, agitate, and help
to create public sentiment in favour
of legislation for the enactment of a
law will give the State of Cali-
fornia the Initiative, Referendum,
and Recall. We should have a Gov-
ernment of the people, by the people,
and for the people. ’

The lion. J. G. Woolley, the noted
Temperance orator, says: “The In-
itiative and Referendum should be
dignified, conservative, simple, safe,
and powerful.”

The Prohibition Party of America
has declared for the Initiative and
Referendum (or Direct Legislation).
The following explains what it really
is, and every member should make
themselves fully conversant with the
principles, viz. :

The Initiative means that am
group of citizens may propose a re-
form measure, and, if they get 10
per cent, of the electors to sign their
Initiative Petition Lists, Parliament
must place the proposal (or sugges-
tion for reform) on the ballot paper,
and place it before the people to be
voted on at the next General Elec-
tions.

The Referendum, as is now gener-
ally advocated, requires that no law,
save measures for public peace,
health, and safety, shall go into ef-
fect for, say, ninety days. If, dur-
ing this time, ten per cent, of the
voters sign a petition demanding a
Referendum on that law, it would not
go into effort till the next regular
General Election, when the people

would vote on it, and if the majority
voted “No’’ it would not be law.

1 am, vours trulv,
G. C. STEWART.

Hon Secretary Initiative and Referen-
dum Committee.

Box 4, Tc Aro, Wellington,
October 25th, 1916.

P.S.—1 trust that the W.C.T.I’.
Executive will take steps to get
voters’ pro. and con. argument books,
ballot papers, and the Ii itiative and
Referendum Act from the Secretary
of State, c/o The Legislature, Salem,
Oregon, and the Secretary of State,
c/o The Legislature, Sacramenta,
California.—G.C.S.

HAMILTON DISTRICT CONVEN-
TION.

Mrs Shepherd heartily welcomed
the visiting members. Convention
opened by Mrs Jones. Mrs Snow
gave an earnest address on the
spiritual side of our work. Reports
for Cambridge Union read by Mrs
Shepherd, and for Hamilton by Mrs
Jones. Resolved to send letters of
sympathy to members who had lately
lost boys at the Front. Derided to
take steps to have means of direction
to Soldiers’ Club provided. Mrs
Auld gave a good report, and Miss
Powell gave a bright address.
Xgaruawahia report was presented.
An instructive paper, written by Mrs
Young, of Palmerston North, was
then read. Mrs Brown, of Morrins-
ville, gave a spirited address, during
which she urged members to vote
consistently when the time came, and
send the right men into power. Votes
of thanks were passed to all who had
helped to make Convention a success.

8 THE WHITE RIBBON November 18, 1916

The "White Ribbon" will be posted
to any address on receipt of 2s 6d,
payable to Mrs Pecyman, Port Chal-
mers.

HOT LAKES OF NEW ZEALAND

Brent’s
BATHGATE HOUSE,

ROTORUA.
Bein* a FIRST-CLASS TEMPER-

ANCE HOTEL, is replete with every
comfort. It is adjacent to the Sana-
torium, and thus affords special
facilities for the Baths.

Termi S T BRENT,
Moderate Proprietor

N.Z. W.e.T.U.

List of Literature
NOW IN STOCK.

DEPARTMENTAL LITERATURE
CAN BE OBTAINED FROM—

Purity: Mrs Dcarlove, Napier.
Maori: Mrs Walker, Fox St., Gis-

borne.
L.T.L. and Cradle Roll: Mrs Neal,

Trocadero, Pahiatua
Scientific Temperance: Miss Maun-

der, Haw era
Medical Temperance: Mrs Neal,

Trocadero, Pahiatua

BOOKLETS AND LEAFLETS.
Mrs Webb’s “W.C.T.U.,” 6d per doz.
Condensed Parliamentary Rules, 3deach
Membership Pledge Cards, sd per

doz.
N.Z. Constitutions. 3d each
K. of K. Pledge Cards, 3d per doz.;

2s per 100
“Women in Civic and Political Life,"

bv the Hon. J. T. Paul, 3d per
doz. ; 2s per 100

“Do Everything,” by F. E. Willard,
2s each

“The Story of Frances E. Willard,”
by G. L. Leavitt, is each

Song Leaflet, “All Round the World,”
is per 100

“Safe Remedies in Illness,” 8d per
doz.

PURITY.
“Purity Advocate,” quarterly, Gd per

annum
“The National Peril,” 2d per doz.; is

per 100
“A Clean Life,” is 3d“Confidential Talks to Young Men,”

and “Young Women,” is 4d
“A Holv Temple.” “The Vestibule of

Girl Life,” “Bob’s Mother,” “A
Mother’s Love,” “An Appeal to
Mothers, 2d each, or is 6d doz.

“'Mother’s Perplexity Series,” 4s 6d
“The Story of Life,” 8d and is 3d
“Maternity W ithout Suffering.” 2s Gd
“Almost a Man,” “Almost a Woman,”

is 2d each
“W’hat a Young Girl Ought to

Know,” 5s“What a Young Boy Ought to
Know,” 5s

“White Ribbon llvmn Books,” with
music, 2s 6d.

“White Ribbon Hymn Books,” words
only, is 6d per doz.

Pledge Books for Non-Members, 6d
each.

Badges may be obtained from Miss
Powell at 3d and 8d each, or 2s and 6s
per dozen, prepaid.

Will friends please note prices, and
send stamps or postal note with
their order? The prices quoted in-
clude postage in every case.

MRS OEARLOVE,
BOWER STREET, NAPIER.


