
SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTERS.

LKGAL AND i’AKLIAMKNTARV.

12, Bealey St., St. Albans,
Aug. 3*. 1915-

To the President, Officers, and Mem-
bers of the W.C.T.I .

Dear Comrades,—
Will all Unions carefully watch for

the Public Health Amendment Act.
(jet a copy as soon as possible
from your member, careb.lly note its
tontents, and send in your protests
against any compulsory measures
which it may contain with regard to
ine treatment of venereal disease.

May 1 say to all Unions that, while
in matters of religion or conscience,
Convention has no right to bind us
either individual o» as Unions, yet
it surely is our duty to stand loyally
bv the decision of Convention when
it is a matter of national legislation
regulating vice. We send to Con
vention our ablest women from all
Unions (or should do), they -leer to
the National Kxecutive tht women
whom they consider the best qualified
for those important posts, for, should
questions of national importance arise
during the interval between Conven-
tions, we look to the Executive to
vive special attention to su< h matters,
and devise measures to promote or re-
sist legislation, and we should be
guided by their advice.

Convention’s decisions have a still
stronger claim upon us, because it is
our representative voice, and gives
special attention to matters of import-
ance. Take, for instance, this matter
of the Public Health Amendment Bill.
After discussion on the medical pro-
posals, submitted recently to vour
Unions. Convention set up a commit-
tee of women to go carefully through
life! whole subje< t. These women
wpre conversant with the details of
Jibe operation of various laws, in vari-
ous 'countries, dealing with prostitu-
tion and venereal disease, and had
knowledge of the opinions of leading
European experts on these matters,
and included a woman doctor in their
number. After long and careful
consideration, this committee brought
its recommendations, and reasons for
them, to Convention, which agajn
carefully considered them before
adopting them as a resolution. It
seems to me to he the plain duty of
Unions to abide loyally by that decisi-
on of Convention. We could never
have got our franchise or Loral Oj tion
vote, if we had gone to local doctors,
press, or politicians for their opinions
on these matters, and been guided by
them, instead of following unitedly
the lead of our Conventions, which
took great principles fv>r their gu de,
♦ind were not swayed by subtle argu-
ments on side issues. The C.l). Acts
have been in operation in New Zea-
land, they were actively enforced in

Christchurch for several years, and no
one who remembers them wants them
again. They were a direct incentive
to vice, and have never here, or any-
where else, been effective in reducing
disease, but have always had a direct-
ly contrary effect (the story of regula-
tion in the Army proves this up to the
hilt), and it took years of incessant
work to secure their repeal. If the
medical proposals are embodied in leg-
islation all that work is undone, and
you will have all the horrors and
dangers of the C.l). Acts in full blast
gain. All compulsory and penalising

measures against venereal disease are
being abandoned in the countries
where they have been tried so long,
as it is found that such measures pre-
vent infected persons coming for medi-
cal treatment in the early and most
infectious stages of these diseases.
Compulsory notification cannot be en-
forced. No one but the doctor and
patient know of the disease, the pati-
ent is, naturally, most anxious for con-
cealment. Who is to prosecute if the
doctor fails to notify. Where is the
evidence to come from that will con-
vict him. It is just at this point that
men can, and will, evade this provisi-
on in the medical proposals. It will
be .1 dead letter, as it has been in other
countries where it was the law. and
compulsory examination on suspicion
immediately gives us state regulation
of vice. I implore all Unions to stand
fast, and unitedly, against all com-
pulsory measures, and to advocate
free treatment and education.

The condition of returning troopers
does not affect this question. They
are under military law, and the au-
thorities have power to detain them
until fit to be discharged. We are
dealing with civil law, and with legis-
lation that will affect us years after
the war is over. 1 do urge unanimi-
ty against these compulsory measures,
and l would suggest th.it Unions care-
fully consider the best means of pre-
venting and lessening the immorality
that leads to these diseases and sub-
iqii their conclusions on this phase of
the question for consideration bv Con-
vention

I affectionately and earnestly urge
all Union members to disassociate
themselves from all gambling in con-
nect.on with patriotic funds. We must
not do evil that good may come. It
is dishonouring to our brave soldiers
to provide money for them by degrad
ing methods. This country is rich
enough, and ought to be willing and
glad to make generous provision for
all gallant fellows who return to us
disabled in body, or wrecked in health.

I made the mistake, in my last cir-
cular to the Unions, of contusing the
Crimes Amendment Bill with the
Criminal Code Amendment Bill. Will
all I’nions carefully watch for the lat-
ter. the Criminal Code Amendment
Bill, and strenuously protest against
any provision which makes prosecu-
tion for crime against the person and
purity of our young girls dependent
on the leave of anyone.

I append a resolution re the medi-
cal proposals. It may be a help to
some I’nions as it touches in detail the
objections to these proposals.

Yours m White Ribbon bonds,
|. ROBERTS,

Legal and Parliamentary Supt.

RESOLUTION RE VENEREAL
DISEASE.

We the members .of the Christ-
church Branch of the W C.T.U. beg to
record our conviction that while in
view of the inroads of venereal disease
speedy and radical action is necessary,
the Public Health Amendment Bill, as
now drafted, will not fulfil its purpose.
We note that while equality of treat-
ment as regards men and women
patients is apparently aimed at, the
most objectionable features of the
C.D. Acts are practically revived.
J hese are:—

ist -Compulsory notification.
and —Compulsory examination on

suspicion only.
3rd—Compulsory detention.
W e regard the ini lusion of those

provisions as a revival of an ancient
menace to innocent women, and a
danger to the public health. We are
of opinion that however framed to se-
cure seeming equality of treatment, the
provisions of this Bill would be main-
lv used against prostitutes in the vain
endeavour to make vice safe, and we
would remind you that for this \ ur-
pose the most eminent European ex-
perts hold that compulsory notification,
examination and detention have been
not only utterly useless, hut have been
absolutely perniciou> in their effects
by creating a false sense of security,
and thereby increasing vice and the
diseases it engenders.

We believe that the fear of compul-
sory detention would have the effect
of deterring many innocent victims of
these diseases from seeking properly
qualified medical treatment.

We would further point out that the
provisions of this Bill would almost
certainly be evaded bv men who are
the persons most responsible for the
communication of these diseases to
wives and children

We desire:—
(1) That free treatment should be

provided for all sufferers from
venereal disease, who voluntarily pre-
sent themselves for treatment.

(2) That the Education Department
should provide for the older scholars
instruction in sex hygiene by properly
qualified and carefully selected in-
structors, preferably medical men
and women.

That the marriage law should
be amended by making venereal dis-
ease a cause for legal separation.

(4) Seeing that it is not usual for
medical practitioners to inform mar-
ried women affected bv venereal dis-
ease of the nate’-c of their complaint,
and in consequence disease is being
widely transmitted to children, we
hold that medical practitioners should
be compelled under penalty to disclose
’he truth to married women when sc

ffectedr
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