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LOOKING BACKWARD.
(By Miss Fraser, M. A., Lady Principal of

the Girls’ College. Wanganui.)
Read at a meeting of the Women’s National

Council cn May 13th.
It was a favouri te saying of one of Biitain’s

Statesmen. “ He will not look forward
posterity who will not look backward to his

arrestors, ’ and in a time when tho*e busied
with the work of education are chiefly occu-
py d in erstirg <agi r, < miens ejor arourd. and
carolers, dim eyes forward, it has reemed to me
that it will be wise for us to-night to turn our
eyes backward, so that— perchance for some of
us—the looks we cast arcurl may become
calm and generous, and those we east for.vard
keen and wise, even as the vision of a seer.
We io< k at America and at Germany and see
Kindergarten work flourishing in those
countries ; we look at Germany and see what
she has done for technical education, ard we
say to our governors, “ We must rot be beaten
in the contest of the nations, give us kinder'
gartens, give us technical schools.” and the
gord, kind government gives ns what w*>

fondly call kindergaitans, and wnat we fondly
call teclinit al schorls, and we are satisfied with
the name. But how many of those who raise
the cry for kindergartens or for technical
s hools, how many who aid in founding such
schools, nay, bow many even of those who
teach in such schools, have in the dimmest
way grasped the principles upon which the ir
work is founded ? Schools founded m ignor-
ance of their underlying principles, or in sheet
envy of other nations, are not likely to be a
very sure foundation for the future of the com-
ing generations. Let us th»n look backward
an 1 find out and we; gh for ours Ives the lead-
ing id< as of those who first advocated systema-
tic education of the race. What were their
reisons for advocating education, and how
best were the ideas to be put into practice ?

We are very much in the position of the man

who “ could not see the forest for the trees ! ”

Let us for a time try to see with the eyes of
men who have breadth. vision to see the
wood as a whole, and keenness of vision to
take account also of individual trees. Plato,
the Greek, and Milton, the Englishman, laid
down principles in our day—principles, which,
if understood —would change the spirit of

most of our theaching—home training, kinder-
garten, primary, secondary, technical and uni-
versity. We have—most cf us—grown into
the idea that education is an end in itself, in-
stead if a means to an end—the up-lifting of
our nation, not to a commercial or intellectual
or artistic equality, with other nations, but to
a likeness with the God in whose image we
are made. The most Godlike nation—the na-
tion in whose thought the idea of God is ever

present—is for the time being the greatest in
art or in literature. What age gave to the
world the great masterpieces of Greek sculp-
ture ? The ages when the Greeks had in them
a living faith in their gods. What ages gave
us the grand Hebrew psalms, the noble Gothic
architecture, the beautiful Italian paintings,
our great nineteenth century literature ? In
each case it was an ago of faith, existing as a
living force in the hearts of a people as a
whole. Even in commerce the same principle
holds, for when the worker forgets God his
work loses its perfection, and his market is
soon lost; the merchant forgets truth, and
his name falls into dishonour. Longfellow' re-
minds us—

In the elder days of Art,
Builders wrought with greatest care,

Each remote and unseen part,
For the gods see everywhere.

Let us do our work as well—
Both the unseen and the seen—

Make a house w here gods may dw ell,
Beautiful, entire and clean.

History then assures us that it is well for a
nation to keep the fear of God before its eyes.
Let us hear what Plato has to say in laying
down his scheme for an ideal education.

In speaking of the education to be given to
those whom he calls “ guardians”—those spe-
cially trained for the protection and manage-
ment of the country—he says : —“ What, then,
is the education to be ? Perhaps we could
hardly find a better than tha* which the ex*
perienee of the past has already discovered

|
w'bich consists, I believe, in gymnastics for the
body and music for the mind.” Mui-ic is to be
understood in a much wider sen*e than the
modern one, and includes all literature, even
the fables told to the children in their earlies;
years. A beginning of this musical education
is to be made as soon as intelligence begins to
dawn, and the musical educa ion is to take
precedence of the gymnastic, Piats/a reason

Miss Christina Henderson.



beinc, “ In every work the Wginning is th*
most important part, especially in dealing with
anything y*»ung and tender, for that is the
time when a y impression which one may de-
sire to communicate, is most readily stamp**!
and taken. Shall we then, permit our children,
without scruple t « hear any fable* composed
by any Miithoi* imbffer- ntly, and so to receive
into their m ■ d* opinions g* nerally the reverse
of th-'ne whi *h, when they are grown to man-
hood, we shall think they ought to entertain.
Then, apparently, our first duty will be to ex-
ercise a superintendence over the authors of
fab es, select ng their goodproductions and re-
jecting the bid Ami th« selected fable* we
shall advise our mothers and nurses to repeat
to their children, *hat they may thus mould
their mird* with the fables Hut we shall
iitve to repudiate the greater part of those
now in vogue.” On searching for ti e reason
why P’ato would reject ho many fables, we
find that his main re:u*on is l#»ciu e they give
a false or igno' le idea of God. He "ays :
“ God is g<nrd in reality, and is to be so
represented ” The first aim, then, in
toe h ghest education is to train children
to th** just idea of God, and as l’lato

wisely poin's out, this work can never be s *

well done as in the plastic years when the
child is in the sole care of its mother. If the
d*ep, all-informing sense of a God is to le-
come vital in a mortal, it must be part of his
very fibre, grow with him from hia earliest
year* in gr wing l>eaiity nd harmony ;or
else it intis* be nought out in late years with
anguish <>f soul, amid the fierce fires of mental
and spiritual conflict which purify the seek-
er's soul so that he may see God, but which
leave hi* nature seared aud hardened so as to
distort and ol struct the God-like in him.
This, then, is Plato’* first object in education,
aud why? Ltake it that his reason is that a
man s whole character, and therefore his life,
and the lives of those with whom he has to do,
depends upon his thoughts, and if ttxught is
ignoble, life so »n becomes ignoble. We pride
our*elve<* on ** keeping our thoughts to our-
selves,” hut such keeping is beyond the power
even of the strongest. Slowly, slowly, but
most sun ly, our

DOMINATING THOUOHTH

stamp themselves on our actions, our gestures,
our very muscles; and if we strive to act con-
trary to our thoughts, with a view of concealing
our tmeopinions, there very soon appear* upon
us, in mystciious subtle symlols, the character,
false, insincere. If, then, we wish for a lofty
noble nature, we must give lofty ideas, and
give them most early. I have heard mother*
argue thus :

“ I am not going to fill my child’s
mind with ideas of God. for 1 should be taking
udvuntage of his helplessness in giving him
ideas which I cannot reallj prove for myself.”
To sucq i would answer, *' To be strictly logi-
cal, you should never give yourchild a draught
of milk, or of water, for you cannot prove,
otherwise than experimentally, that milk and
watsr help to nourish human life; and you have
abundant experimental proof that the truly
God-fearing nations have in all ages been the
great nations, and the truly great inen have
not been those thatforget God.’ Happy is the
child whose lot is cast in a home where the
mother wi*h grave revereme, not fully com-
prehending, yet humbly believing the rmstery
of Godhead, tries to fill her child’s mind with
the highest ideas human thought can reach
onto. Would that mother* everywhere could

realise the import*nceof those first years when
the child is literally their own to train or to
neglect. Too often thi first years are simply
wasted, the child is f« d snd clothe!, fondled,
admired, laughed at, encouraged in funny spy-
ing* but earnestly and gently trained, no.
• he physical n»ed* are m«>st tenderly supplied,
hut mental and moral framing is too often
liost smed. Just think what an enormous ad-
vantage it would be to our primary schools if
th»* children entering them at the age of five
had b -en trained as Plato prescribes. Such a
training would mean that they be.mu their
literary training filled wirh reverence, and with
enthusiasm, for what i* • nthusiasm in its pri-
mary in aning but ” A G<>d within ? ” These
two qualities a’e among the very first requi-
sites of a tea habl * mind. It would mean that,
to begin with, the children w*re obvdient,
whereas now the privilege of giving the first
lessons in that virtue is too often left to the
teacher ; it would mean that they were con-
scientious according to the measure of their
years and thair ability, whereas at present
conscientious work is r >ne too common among
people of all rg*»*. A laly in writing to me a
short timeag from another part of the colony,
asked me whether, in writing this paper, I
could meet the charge she had frequently
heard urged, t’ at girl* do not equal l*oys in
thoroughness of work. I have never m\self
heard such a charge brought against girls in
particular, and ray own experience lsads me to
characterise it hs unjust. I hav* worked with
both boys and i•*!«, b >th men and women ;

and, given sqiial ability, the girl’s and the
woman’s work has b*en more, rath* r th *n le**,
thorough than the boy’s or the man’s. Ihe
charge might fairly be made a general one, I
think, for it i* not very common in any sphere
of activity to find

ABSOLUTE THOROUGHNESS

We all have to suffer on account of carpenters
who use unseasoned timber, cabinet-makers
who use the glue-pot instead of the sorew-diiver
hou-euiaids who do not sweep under the mats,
plumbers wh • no nd <>ne hole and u ake two,
teachers whose aim is to give info mation
rather than to trannitural faculty, do* t »r*
wno make careless diagnoses, clergymen who
take no trouble to understand nue a.i nature,
lawyers who think more of ’hen* fees than of
ju tice, snd it is. our own fault partly. We put
up with a system of training that does not
make for conscientious, thorough work. A
few years back I w»s having a cabinet, which
had been made in Wanganui, put into place by
a cabinet-maker in another town. After a
time the man said," Do you mind tellirg me
who made this r It’s the best, bit of w rk I’ve
seen this long time. I once did work as good,
but people won’t pay for it, and I've had to
come down.” We New Zealanders, ly our
preference for the cheap, aud showy, and un-
thorough, had caused this man, «ho evidently
loved a piece of good work, to lower his id*-til,
and with it himself, and*make him say. ** I've
had to come down.” I fear we have helped
many another man to “ come down,” and the
reason, I am convinced, is in our neglect of
Plato's first principle of education. Miiton
expresses just the same idea in his letter on
education. Here are hi* words :

" The end,
then, of learning is to repair the ruins of our
first parents by regaining to know God aright,
and out of that knowledge to love Him, to
inntats Him, to be like Hun as we may, the
nearest by possessing oar souls of true virtue,

which, being united to the heavenly grace of
faith, makes up the highest perfection."

Having made clear their first prim iple in
education, both Plato and Milt >n insist up>n
the great value ef literature *s one means of
training men in knowledge of God : Milton
devotes himself t> explains,' how the young
may b# most expeditiously trainol ; n foreign
languages, so that they may become *45.
quaint* d with the literature of those languages.
The reason for having a foreign language is
that we may liecome masters of the literature,
and thus masters of the highest thought. If
this ideal were in the minds of our teachers of
language we should have less gerund grinding
ar.d more translation in our das-e*
Plato, on the other hand, shows definitely
how he expects the study of literature

TO INFLUENCE CHAKACTBK.

He would present to his pupils only such
literature as would make them yearn to >«

brave in facing death, strong and patient in
lieanng personal loss, grave and self-controlled,
true, temjierate, scornprs < f britiery, not
greedy even for hone*tly-e*rned money. He
then pasaes on to consider what literary form ia
the most suitable to use in the instruction of
the learner, and dec.des that the diuma, the
simple narrative, and the epic may all be use j,
provided that the *'yle is kept simple and se-
vere, free from anything that will draw the
mind of the learner from the main object of
his study.

What a revolution it world make in tie
study of our own noble literature, could all
teachers be tilled with Plato’s ideas ! ” Litera-
ture is stuiied because it infiuences life.’’
Cannot someone convince teachers from kinder-
gartens up to university professors of the
truth of that statement and force them to act
upon it or vacate their positions f Only the
other day I heard cf students passing a Uni-
versity examination on Carlyle’s ” Bartor Ke-
sartus,” and opening the book only once to
write an • ssay which my informant naively
told ine” they got mostly out of the introduc-
tion.’’ Wh**ever drew up the syllabus >f Eng-
lish literature for New Zealand University
students ceitainly chose such works as should
have a most nol le influence on the miuds of
our students, but weak examiners, blind teach-
ers, un i silly students use it so as to frustrate
the aim of the University ; nay, worse t an to

FRUSTRATE A NOBLE AIM

that of winning a littlechetp and useless glory
by a pretence of knowledge. If any book in
our literature will help a youth to honesty of
thought and breadth of thought and vividness
of imagination, “ Sartor Kesartus ” is such a
b ok, and yel these noble fruits are all given
up for the He ting joy of passing. In the tong
run, passing matters not at all ; * hat the bo k
has helped one to, matters all in all. A few
teachers still wonder why English literature
should be given a place in our schools, and pro-
fess a kind of pious horror that Soakespeire
and Milton and Tennyson and Browning
should be put into the hands of school children,
a* if the act were a casting of pearls before
swine. Thildren must read something, and if
we teachers do not teach them to appreciate
real literature, they will choose false aud grow
like what tney read. We*an all remember
our impressionable teens, when for days at a
time we were in our imagination the ” cold,
proud beauty,” or ” the sweet, shiinking,
flower-faced maiden” of our latest romance.
These imaginative days will never comesgain,
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snd we mint do oar best to make the imagined
self —which tends to become tbe real self—-
sweet, and noble, and true. We have good
literature, suited to theoipacity of quite young
children. Then let us use it, and be grateful
to those who gave it to us, always remember-
ing-pardon my saying it once again—-

" UTKRATCKK INFLUENCES LIFi,
an 1 that is why I am teaching it.” Here are
Milton's word* describing the effect of sane
treatment of literature in our schools t “ This
would show the learners what religious, what
glorious, what magnificent use might be made
•f poetry, both in divine and human things.
There would then appear in pulpits (by pul-
pits Milton means all speaking plaoes—not
merely the clergyman's pulpit) other visages,
other gestures, and stuff otherwise wrought
than we now sit under, ofttimes to as great a
trial of» ur patience as any other that they
now preach to us.”

Passing from the teaching of literature to
the teaching of music proper, Plato applies
therame principle. Music is to be taught
because of its effect upon the character. The
same noble simplicity is to be sought after as
in literature. Mudc is good only in so far as
it springs from a good character in tbe origi-
nator, and tends to good character in the
learner. Would that Plato’s words could be
understood, and our ears be spired the false
music we so often he tr. It is, pitifully enough,
no uncommon thing for one whose ear would
be tortured bv a false interval to enjoy and ap-
plaud music full of false or trashy, or even of
de>grading feeling. Could

TEACHERS OK MUSIC
only realise that the meaning of a oom;>o«ition
is really the music of it, we should hear in the
work of their pupils a living voice, and
Hot see merely a marvellous gymnastic perform-
snce. Hear Plato's words :

“ Good language
and good harmony and grace, and good
rhythm all depend upon a good nature, by
which I do not mean that silliness which, by
c urtesy, we call good nature, but a mind that
is really well and nobly constituted in its moral
character. . . . and the absence of grace

/

and rhythm, and harmony is closely allied to
an evil style, and an evil character.” Charac-
ter forming, we observe, is the reason through-
out all Plato's scheme. Character is what we
should be especially zealous for in sll our
teaching, and it is too often the last thing
timed at in our schools. We are forced to
make the pupils seem to know, as if the know-
ledge in itself were our aim and the seeming
kuowledge is often w>n at the expense of
honesty, and at the expense of a stunted and
undeveloped brain, at the expense of imagi-
nition, at the expense of thorough work. We
shall have to pay the penalty, for if we have
not learned reverence, truth, simplicity, in our
ehildhood, we find them hard in practice in
later life. There is a most urgent need for the
training of teachers to

API'KKCI ATE THK TSUE AIM
of their work, to see seme goal more remote
than next inspection uay, to give them a prin-
ciple that will vivify and cheer and ennoble
tl eir high calling. It is pathetic to 80*0 men
and women, faithful and zealous up to tbe
Bn asure of their ability, toiling away in dull
drudgery at what ought to be the most de-
lightful of tasks, simply because they know
tot for what they work. The teacher whose
fcaaon or whose instinct has convinced him cf

his high aim, takes with him to his sohoolroom
an inspiring, oheerful, sincere, presence, which
in itself creates an atmosphere of earnest en-
deavour, leading to thorough work.

Hut I must pass on to the second part of
Plato’s prescription, an 1 also Milton’s, for the
training of the ruling cliss gymt astics for
the body. Plato’s ideal man must not be in
any way one-sided. Too undivided devotion to
what he terms music might develop the philo-
sophic side of man’s nature at the exp use of
his active side, and gymnast i-a mint be used
as a corrective ; but, as in All that Plato ad-
vooates, the gymnastio training must be on a
simple, moderate system, and the of
gymnastio training must ever be kept in
mind—namely, the harmonious training of the
whole man. The diet of the true gymnast
must at all times be kept plain and frugal,

ATHENIAN CONFECTIONXRT
being especially mentioned an something to be
avoided. The true place of athletics in schools
is one of the perennial subjects of discussion
It would be well for our b >ys and youths if
athletics oould be given such a ration il place
among them as to dj away with tbe little mon-
sters who boast of the cream puffs and the
trifles and the other uiwhobsome luxuries
th->y consume. Self-restr unt is one of the ele-
mentary manly virtues, and the plain dieting
necessary to make a good gymnast m ght be
better employed than it is in training l*oys to
self-restraint. We all km w and despise the
little glutton whose cheeks resemble notLing so
much aa a very unwholesome edition of his
own cream puffs, and the l>est way to rid him
out of tbe land ifc to require from him a moder-
ate amount of gymnastio work. Oj the other
hmd—and here I think the stronger caution
is needed—the amount of athletics allowed
must not be so great as to ievelop the active
at the expense of the philosophic qualities. It
is here that the common error lies. Too gieat
attention to athletics glonfles the means into
an end ; and athletics, instead of helping in
the harmonious development of the individual,
tend to degrade him by developing the lower
at the expense of the Higher.

The following sentence from Plato will put
clearly tbe whols question of the vexed ques-
tion of athletics :

u Moreover, in the exercise
and toils which he imposes upon himself, his
object will be rather to stimulate the spirited
element of his nature than to gain s rength ;

and he will not—like athletic * in general—-
take the prescribed food and exercise merely
for the

SAKE or MUSCULAR POWER
”

Later on, he says, " Those who have devoted
themselves to gymnastics exclusively become
luder than they ought to be ; while those who
have devoted themselves to music are uiade
softer than they ought to be. But where har-
mony exists between the phil jsophis and the
active side ofman we have a race loth temper-
ate and brave.”

Now, hers comes in thereason for founding
technical and kindergarten schools Our edu-
cation in the past has ten led to develop the
philosophic at the expense of the active fa -ul-
ties, and wj need kindergartens which, when
wisely managed, certainly aim at an all
round 1 o; u* nt of ths child nature. A
good kindergarten provides plenty of Plato’s
“ music,” and at the same time wise gymnas-
tics in the shape of exercise for eye and hand,
as well as for the larger muscles. Hut a kin-
dergarten teacher, above all others, needs to

understand the principles upon which she ii
working, for it is hei’s to woik more weal or
more woe to her charge than any later teacher
can undo. Too oft* n a kinderg irten is «**t up
with the i lea of giving children a p’easanttime
and teaching them a little, but the truo
teacher cannot rest at that. The teohnieal
school, again, is a r.-iue ly on the other side.
Many a workman was able to approich his
work from the active sid* only He oould
never beoome a perfect worker till he looked at
it from

THE PHILOSOPHIC 2sJ)I

also, and to give him a oimp’ete view, techni-
cal schools were established. But lam begin-
ning to touch upon a subject which will be
much more fully and more ably treated at this
conference than I can hope to treat it. I
merely refer to the suMevt of kindeigartens
and technical s ;hools to show the real reasons
why we should desire to have them—namely,
because when founded in a true spirit they
tend to perfect the race.

We surely could not, even to-day, find a
higher or more rational ideal education than
Plato prescribes for his guardians. He carries
on his subject in the most fascinating way,
dividing the guardians into sub-classes, the
highest of which become the supreme guar-
dians, and receive a more elaborate education
than that prescribed for the lower classes ;

but the principles involved aie still ths
same.

As regards women’s educa'ion, which is
a*ill considered a modern question, Plato be-
lieved that a woman should receive the high-
*at education of which she wan capable • that
it should be on exactly the same lines as a
man’s education ; that whenever she showed
special musical orgy unasric ab lity she should
be placed where that ability could be used for
the

GOOD or ths state,9
even if it carried into the highest class of guar-
dians. Moreover, any w .man ga nin such
honour, Plato would in his i leal republic marry
to one of the men guardians.

There is advanced legislation springing from
the educition of women. P ato was reidy for
it over 2,CXX) years ago ; he faced the logical
outcome of universal education, and carried it
to a conclusion which woul d cause most of ths
members of the advanced an l liberal Parlia-
ment of New Zealand to quail. This question
of women’s education, ! touch upon but
lightly, for what has leen said earlier applies
to boys and to girls alike. My aim in writing
at all was to turn our thoughts bock great
principles, which, if rightly understood and
acted upon, would taise the ideal of education
for boys and girls alike. A time is oming
when higher ideals will govern our national
education, when we shall understand that the
object of education for both boys and girls is,
as Milton says, “ regaining to know (Jod
aright.”

Folks can have what they like, may be,
Folks can do wnat they will;

Hut in the end as the world can
Souieb dy pays the bill.”

llalf-a-crown a year will procure you a copy
of the White Ribbon, posted direct, and you
will ♦hus be kept ip touch with a large section
of the thoughtful women of the colony
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NEW OF THE UNIONS
[fr< rely on our local Unions to send us news

for this column. We cannot evolve it out of
our inner eoHiriou.wMs.]

Feilding.
Since our last report our Union has

suffered a severe loss in the death of
Miss Goodbehere, our much loved and
energetic Secretary. She has done good
work for many years and will be greatly
missed. The Union sent a lovely
wreath, tied with the white ribbon.

The Band of Hope in future is to be
managed by a strong committee repre-
sentingall the Churches. hasbeen sent
to Mrs Schnackenberg for Maori work,
and £\ to Wanganui to assist the English
Church in the same work. Our Uinon
is steadily growing, four new members
being enrolled last month Mrs Picker-
ing has been appointed Secretary, and
Mrs E. P. Cowles Treasurer.

Naseby.
An afternoon tea to welcome our new

members was held at the Manse. Musi-
cal items were given by Mrs Church,
and Misses Glenn, Luscombe and
McCarthy. A pleasant evening was
brought to a close by all present sing-
ing “Some Glad Day.”

Nelson-
At the meeting on June nth, an ani-

mated discussion arose as to the need
for a series of meetings for the instruc-
tion of young women on many subjects,
such as “ Purity,” “ Dress,” “ Need of
Domestic Training,” etc. It was re-
solved that the first meeting l>e held in
July, two members to prepare papers
on “ Purity,” and the meeting to be
rendered attractive by a little music, etc,

Napier.
The meeting on May 23rd was en-

livened by the presence of Mrs Siev-
wright, President of the Women’s
Council, who was introduced by Mrs
Hill, and welcomed by the President and
members. Mrs Sievwright gave an in-
teresting address on “ Women’s Work,”
and spoke of Mrs Fry, Miss Nightingale,
Miss Weston and several others, whose
lives showed what women can do. In
the event of the Council meeting in
Napier in 1902, Mrs Sievwright’s visit
will do good, as it gave her some idea
whether it would be desirable. The
Union would wish it, if only on the selfish
grounds of having Mrs Atkinson and
Mrs Sheppard amongst them. The

Disabilities Bill was talked over a little
and we hope the apathy of a few w*as
stirred to at least think more of the
necessity of its passing, if we are in
earnest for the burdens to be lightened
for our sex,

Woolston,
A splendid meeting was held on

April 23rd to say good-bye to our
Secretary, Miss Trerise. The President,
on behalf of the members, thanked
Miss Trerise for the work she had done
in connection with the Union, and pre-
sented her with a silver teapot, suitably
inscribed. Social chat and afternoon
tea added to the pleasure of the gather-
ing.

Dunedin.
We held our annual conversazione in

the Choral Hall early in June. Mrs
Don, our President, occupied the chair.
It had been arranged that the whole pro-
gramme should be carried out by ladies.
The success of the meeting proved the
wisdom of this plan. Speeches were
given by Mrs Napier and Sister Olive,
also songs and instrumental pieces by
local talent. Refreshments, served by
the ladies, brought a very enjoyable
evening to a close.

On July 3rd a highly successful “At
Home ” was held in the Y.W.C.A.
rooms, when Miss Powell gave an in-
teresting account of the origin of the
W.C.T, movement in America, and
also a graphic description of her visit
to the Old Country. Miss Powell’s
presence amongst us has stirred us up
to more active work, and we rejoice to
be able to report, that no less than 20
newf memliers joined our ranks as the
result of these two meetings. The
presence and able assistance of Mrs
Napier, an old and highly esteemed
White Ribboner, also tended in no small
measure to the success of both meet-
ings.

Auckland.
The usual meeting was held on June

20th. It was resolved to write to the
Town Clerk again re the appointing
proper places for stopping of trams and
’buses, also asking if anything had yet
been done in the matter of cigarette
smoking amongst children. A letter
from Miss Maunder was received, re
the imparting ot Scientific Temperance
Instruction to Bands of Hope, and it
was reported that the matter had al-
ready been warmly taken up, not only
by most of the Bands of Hope but by
some of the Sundayschools also, and that
it was proposed to hold an examination of

the children at the end of the year. The
Committee of the Social to the sailors
of the man-of-war during the Dukes
visit reported that it had been a success,
and that the men had attended to the
number of forty, and been greatly pleased
with the efforts made to entertain them.
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded
Mrs Brame for her efforts and assistance
at the Social, and it was decided to buy
an invalid chair for the Hospital with
the proceeds. It was unanimously re-
solved to hold a monthly prayer meeting
in connection with the Union.

Creymouth.
The monthly meeting wFas held on

the 4th. It was decided that our annual
entertainment should take the form of
a Lantern Service of Song. A Service
of Song called, “ The Mission of the
Roses,” was given last week by the
L. T. L. Complimentary tickets were
sent to the sailors in port, and
present expressed their appreciation of
the r :tion.

Palmerston North.
At our last monthly meeting a letter

was received from Miss Maunder, urging
that Scientific Temperance Instruction
be given in Bands of Hope and other
Societies. The report of the delegate to
Convention was received, and a vote
of thanks passed to Mrs Butters for her
services. A hearty vote of thanks was
also passed to Mr William Munro for
having made and placed a box on the
Railway Station for literature. A dis-
cussion took place as to the advisability
of having an evening meeting for mem-
bers and friends at an early date, and
also as to having a booth at the Agricul-
tural Show. Both steps were approved.

Eltham.
We had a very pleasant meeting on

July 3rd. Bible reading in State Schools
was discussed and the verdict given in
favour, though we fully appreciate the
difficulties in the way. We think that
e\en from an educational point of view,
it is a pity the children are not made
acquainted with our greatest literary
work. The matter of distributing litera-
ture, and also that of relief work were
discussed, and we hope to accomplish
something in each direction.

Miss Powell at Work.
Early in June I spent two or three

days visiting at Fort Chalmers, and on
13th the ordinary meeting of the Union
was held, addressed by Mrs Napier and
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mvself. Two new members were initia-
ted, and four siibscril>ers to the White
Ribbon obtained.

Mosgiel, East Taieri, and Outram
have also been visited and three State
schools addressed. A meeting of the
Mosgiel Union was held on Wednes-
day, July 3rd, but the attendance was
very small, so I gave simply an in-
formal talk, and a cup of tea kindly
provided by Mrs McKerrow proved
v< ry acceptable. During the afternoon
snow began to fall, and by the time the
meeting was concluded the weather
was simply atrocious. Two new sub-
scribers to our admirable little paper
were obtained.

On Tuesday, July 2nd, the Dunedin
W.C.T 0. held a very successful “ At
Home ” There was a large attendance,
and, after an address on the rise and
progress of the W.W.C.T.U had been
given, sixteen new members were initia-
ted, some of whom had given in their
names at the annual conversazione
previously held.

On Saturday, July 6th, I ploughed
through the snow to Waikouaiti, in
place of Sister Olive, of Trinity Church,
who was laid aside with a severe cold.
On the Sunday 1 took two services in
the Wesleyan Church, the congrega-
tion being a very small one in the
morning, and a very good one at night.
I met some of our Good Templar
friends, and arranged to go up later
and hold Temperance meetings. At
present the depth of the snow—still
falling at intervals—prevents anything
being done.

Convention of Temperance
Workers

The Temperance workers in the
Kuiapoi Electorate held their Annual
(Onvention on June 6th, in the Coffee
rooms of the W.C.T.U., Kaiapoi, sixty-
four workers being present. One of the
most important items brought forward
in the Annual Report was the splendid
work that was being done by the Hands
of Hope throughout the Electorate.
These are undenominational, and are
held in halls unconnected with the
churches. Speakers are provided by the
No-license Central Committee for the
Rands of Hope, which have become
affiliated into a Union. A competition
in recitations, singing, and piano play-
ing is held annually, in which about 30
take part. Addresses were given at
the morning, afternoon, and evening
sessions of Convention, the discussion

on the Licensing Bill brought down by
the Government being very lively.
Resolutions were passed against the
proposed legislation. Mr R. Evans
was re-elected President; the Rev
DOll ll re-elected Secretary; 1 reasurer,
Mr (). Clothier, and 26 members of
committee. Miss Roberts, among
others, gave an address during the
evening session.

An Obedient Bridegroom.
“ I want you to use the word ‘ obey ’

in the marriage service,” said a bride-
groom to an American minister, re-
cently. “ I don’t usually, but I will,”
was the response. When the couple
were before him, “John Jones, do you
take this woman to be your wedded
wife?” asked the minister. “ I do.” “ Do
you solemnly promise to love, honour,
and obey her, so long as you both shall
live?” Here was a terrible situation
for any bridegroom, but after a rebel-
lious spasm the young man replied, “ I
do/’ and his bride made a similar pro-
mise when her turn came. After the
ceremony, “ You misunderstood me,”
said the excited Benedict to the minis-
ter ;

“ I referred to the woman’s pro-
mising to obey.” “ Did you, indeed ?”

came the answer ;
“ Well, I think what

is good for one side is good for the
other; and let me tell you, as an old
married man, that you would have had
to obey anyhow ! ’

Words of Wisdom.
A blow always hurts most the one

i who gives it.

The conscience of many persons is a
fear that they may do something that
others will not approve of.

He who does not wisely conserve his
forces in the spring-time of youth, may
have none to cheer and bless his old
age.

The ladder that reaches to heaven is
made up of Love, Wisdom, and Kind-
ness, Gent.eness, Generosity, a d Un-
selfishness.

All want happiness, but go about the
wrong way to get it, by running after it,
instead of doing the good out of which
it evolves.

In all cases of inharmony keep silent
until you have changed the thought of

anger to peace. This is not easy to do
at first, but “ practice makes perfect.”

This world is being made very un-
comfortable for the animal man, and it
will become increasingly more so unless
he experiences a change of mind and
heart.

The “ regular ” doctor, who relies
wholly on drugs or vivisection, is the
only individual in the State who is given
a license to commit murder. He may
murder one or a thousand in his ig-
norance and cruel experiments, and he
is accountable to no one for his conduct.

Everybody applauds the efforts to
suppress vice eternally, but when it is
brought home to each individual that
he must suppress the cause ol vice with-
in himself he becomes angry and calls
you a “crank.”—The Worlds Advance
Thought .

POETRY.

Troubles That Do Not Gome.
Of the hard and weary loads
'Neath which we l>end and fall,
The troubles that never come
Are the heaviest ones of all.

For grief that cuts like a knife,
There is oil of comfort and cure,
And the hand which weights
Hriugs strength and grace to endure.

Hut to phantoms of pain and woe
The lips of pity are dumb ;

And then* is never oil nor wine
For troubles that do not come.

There is a song to lighten the toil,
And a staff for climbing the height.
Hut never an alpine stock
For the hills that are out of sigh^.

There are bitter herbs enough
In the brimming cup of t</ day,
Without the sprig of rue
From to morrow’s unknown way.

Then take the meal that is spread,
And go with a song on thy way ;

And let not the morrow shad**
The sunshine end joy of to-day.

Lkttie S. in “ Zion’s Herald.’

We are sometimes above our own
actions, sometimes below them ; rarely
on the same level with them. — George
Meredith. 4
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In Advance of New Zealand.—The
Isle of Man (1900) Licensing Act re-
duces hours of liquor sale, extends the
distance for bond fide travellers from four
to six miles, excludes from the Licen-
sing Bench magistrates even remotely
interested in the liquor traffic, stops the
carrying on of other trades on licensed
premises, and gives fuller rights of
appeal against the grant of licenses.

Hftlf-a-crown a year will procure you a copy
of the Whitb Ribbon, posted direct, and you
will thus be kept in touch with a large section
of the thoughtful women of the colony.

I

6
THE WHITE RIBPOtf.

1 HE

Prfiiier Hardware House

LAMPS! LAMPS!

EXQUISITE DESIGNS

LATEST IMPROVEMENTS

REMARKABLY GOOD VALUE

INSPECTION INVITED

EDWARD REECE & SDNS
113-123,- COLOMHO-BT., CHKIBTCHUBCH

PRESERVED FRUITS
AND

VEGETABLES.
s. d.

Garden Green Peas, preserved, gal. tins 2 6
)t I* »* •* ** l iiuo u 1

Asparagus, 2 lb. tins ... ... 1 4
Tomatoes, 2 lb. tins ... ... 0 8
Pie Peaches, gallon tins ... ... 1 8
Pie Apr cots, gallon tins ... ... 1 8
Pie Gooseberries, gallon tins ... 1 11
Dried Apricots.per lb. ... ... 0 9
New Prunes, per lb.,Gd or ... ... 0 8
Seeded Raisins, per lb., 7d or ..0 8
New Muscatels, per lb. ... ... 0 8

Just Landed!
Ham Cured Herrings, 1 dor. in tin ... 2 0
Heal Yarmouth Bloaters, per tin ..11
Gorgonzala Cheese, per jar ... 6 6
Stilton Cheese (hnglish) per jar ... G G
Anchovies, in oil ... ... 1 4
Pate de fois Gras, large tin .. ... 3 0

Is ftd “ Spring Leaves Tea ” now Is Cd.
Is lOd “ Tiffin Tea ” now Is Bd.
Is Gd " Lotus Tea ” now Is 4d.

T. TAYLOR,
CASHEL-STKEET,

CHKISTCHL’KCH.

LITERATURE FOR SALE.
LE.4FL.EI>

What is the W.C.T.U. ? The Question answered.
Why We Work. A Kindly Word to Moderate
Drinkers. To Parents (Purity). To Working Men.
Which >vide Are You On? Communion Wine. All
at lOd per 1(H), 7s 6d per 1000.
E*GLINII LEAFLET** hy

Dean Farrar, Sir W. Harcourt, Sir W. Law-
son, Archbishop of Canterbury, and other eminent
men, 7d per 100.
A tlI KI( \> LE.4FLETM-

Timely Talks, Is 9d per 100 ; The Huge Vat. 4d
per 100 ; Jack to the Giant, 4d per 1(H);Little Folk,
8d per 100.

LEAFLET* -

Narcotics, la 6d per 100, 3d per dor.; Purity.
2s tal per KH), 5d jkt dor ; Adhesive Slips, 2d per
dor. Small Booklets (American), from Cd to Is
per dor.
PPI I*llLETS -

Very good assorted, Id each ; Total Abstinence
Defended. 4d each ; Human Element in Sex, (kl
each ; Brief of the Evidence, fid each.
I*L AC\A K !>*—

Death from Drink, Is each ; Black Valley Rail-
road, 2d each: Beer Jugs, 2d each; Drunken
Raseai, fid each ; Shop Window Placards to an-
nounce Public Meetings (very good), 5d per doz.
HOOkH—

Marriage and Heredity (Mrs Harrison Lee), Is ;
Do Everything (Miss F. Williard), Is 'Jd ; White
Ribbon Hymnal (music and words), 2s, jmst paid ;

Queen’s Daughters in India, Is.'ld ; A Clean Life,
Is 3d ; Harold Schofield, 3s (hi ; Dr Sperry’s Con-
fidential Talks to Young Women, 3s fid; Dr
Sperry’s Confidential Talks to Young Men, 3s fid ;

One of Australia’s Daughters” (Autobiography
of Mrs Harrison Lee), 2s ; Fir-t Steps to Temper-
ance, Hd ; Physiology and Teni|»erance, Is fid ;

Temperance Manual (very useful for Juvenile
work), 2d each ; 'I he Temperance Book (Sir
B. W. Richardson), 2s ; Pledge Books, lOd each.
*ll NIC X WORD* LEAFLET—-

** All Round World,” and “ Song of Y’s,” Is fid
per do*.; Airs Josephine Butler's '‘Storm Bell”
for 1898 and 1899, Id each ; Mrs Pumpkin Seiies.
Nos, 1,2, and 3. (hi each, set of three, Is ; Consti-
tution ami Initiation Service, fid per doz ; Pledge
Cards, Is fid per 100.

Apply to
MRS. HUGHES,

N.Z. Literature Superintendent,
MOUNT EDEN, AUCKLAND.

Women's Christian Temperance Union
OF NEW ZEALAND.

ORGANISED - 1885.
” For God, and Hom3, and Humanity

President:
Mrs A. R. Atkinson, Arbury, Wadestown,

Wellington.
Vice-Presidenl at large:

Mrs Schnackenhero, Grafton Road, Auckland
Corresponding Secretary:

Mins Powell, Isca, St. Clair, Dunedin.
Assistant Corresponding Secretary :

Miss Barnett, Leeston, Canterbury.
Recording Secretary:

M iss Barry, Palmerston North.
Treasurer:

Mrs Hill, Bluff Hill, Napier

OKAIAWA W.C.T.U.

THE UNION meets in the Church on the
last Wednesday in the month, at 2.30 p.m.

President : Mrs Maunder.
Secretary : Miss A. Bayly.

CHRISTCHURCH W.C.T.U.
ENER AL M t. ETING second Wednesday,

\JT 2.30 p.m.; Educational Meeting fourth
Wednesday, 3 p.m.; at the Metaphysical Club
Rooms, Gloucester treot.

President: Mrs F S. Malcolm, Papanui-
rd. Secretary: Mrs. Constable. Treasurer:
Mrs. C. Ff.rgusson.

KAIAPOI W.C.T.U. COFFEE ROOMS.

OPEN 10 am.to 9 p.m. Tea,Coffee,Cocoa,
Id per Cup Hoc Dinner (12 to 1 p.m.).

9d. Daily and other Papers, Magazines, etc.,
provided. The large room may be hired for
Concerts, Lectures, etc. Apply, Mrs. Evans,
Waverley. UNION meets second and last
Wednesday at 3 p.m. Pres.— Mrs. Blackwell.
Sec. —MrsSoulby. Auis.-Sec.— Miss Blackwell.
Treas.—Mrs. T. G. Blackwell.

NAPIER W. C. T. U.
Unioi me *ts every alternate Thursday

X in St. Paul’s Schoolroom, a. 3 p.m.
President—Mrs. Troy Treasurer —Mrs. R.

Saunders. Secretary—Mrs. J. S. Houlder.

A i < ELAND W C T. I

GFNERAL Meeting in the Central Mission
Hall, Albert Street, Second and Fourth

Wednesday, 3 p.m Executive meets 2.30.
President—Mrs. A. Thorne, Ponsonby.
Secretary MUs E. M. Statham, Coombes’

Arcade.
Treasurer —Mrs. A. Dewar Ponsonby.

WELLINGTON W.C.T. U. President, Mrs
Knk, 30, Piri* Street. Sec. — Mrs Taylor

Salisbury Terrace. Treas.—Miss Wilkinson,
Pirie Street. Union meets tirst Thursday each
month, 3 p.m., in Class Room, Wedey Church,
Taranaki Street.

Girls’ Association Rooms, Constable Street,
Newtown. Evening Classes and Socials.

All Girls Invited.

SANSON W.C.T.U.
Meetings are held fmtnightly.

President.
Treasurer

Mrs Crichton.
Mas W. T. Bowater.
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Reform of the Criminal.

Most people have a vague idea that
our prison system is not exactl) per-
fect. But to a great extent the idea
also prevails that Prison Reform is a
subject belonging to the domain of the
faddist.

That it is a question of vital impor-
tance to the safety of the community,
that there is a pressing necessity for
prompt action, has been made clear by
the Rev. A. C. Hoggins, of Christ"
church, in a pamphlet just published

The writer shows that of late years
the per-centage of serious crimes in the
colony has been growing larger. He
points out that, owing to a faulty sys-
tem, our

Prisons are Nurseries of Crime.
“ The worst crimes are planned in

prison; few comparatively innocent
persons can escape the contagion of
such places.” So well is this
fact known, that judges an agis-
trates frequently refer to it, and ex-
press their dislike to sending first
offenders to gaol. The First Offenders
Probation Act is an official recognition
of the degrading and contaminating
influence of prison life.

Nor does the punishment of im
prisonment fall equitably. To the
habitual offender, prison life is not
unpleasant, but to the individual whose
crime has been the result of sudden
temptation, or passing passion, it is

cruel and brutal torture. A prison
system that degrades instead of re-
forming, that fosters crime, that is
pleasant to the worst and most har-
dened criminals, and tortures the
comparatively innocent, that debases
and brutalises the condemned and
then turns them out to prey again on
the community, is so monstrous, so ridi-
culously, so wickedly stupid as to make
its existence a marvel. Nothing but the
ignorance, or the culpable apathy of the
people prevent it from being swept
away and replaced by a rational system
designed to reform the criminal, and to
keep him in custody until it is safe to
release him.

And of course the community suffers
for its ignorance or apathy. Within the
last three or four years no fewer than
five terrible crimes have been com-
mitted in the district of Canterbury
alone by persons who have been
debased in our prisons, and who ought
not to be at large. So long as our
gaols are allowed to remain moral pest-
houses, so long will life, chastity, and
property be imperilled For our pro-
tection it is imperative that we should
seek for a more rational method of
treating our criminals. One feature of
our improved system should be

Indeterminate Sentences.
We do not dream of discharging the

inmates of our Lunatic Asylums unless
the Superintendent is satisfi d that it is
safe to allow them their liberty. For
similar reasons no prisoner should be
released until a close and careful ob-
servation has convinced those in autho-
rity that he has been weaned from his
criminal bent. On the other hand,
when that happy change has taken
place, he should no longer be detained
to be a burden on the community.

The prisoners should also be classified
in a rational manner according to their
moral character and their mental

I capacity. Their physical, mental, and

moral treatment should be under the
direction of experts who have made
these matters their special study.

The employment of each prisoner
should be specially considered. It
should be varied, intelligent, and useful,
and should be designed to suggest
higher aims, to teach self-respect, and
to strengthen self-control. The warders
should be selected for their moral worth
and their intellectual capacity, and
should be as carefully trained for their
duties as are hospital nurses.

These are brief and imperfect out-
lines of the methods suggested by
prison reformers in vaiious parts of
the world. They are presented afresh
in Mr Hoggins’ pamphlet, and we
heartily commend its perusal to our
readers.

Our Illustration.
Miss Christina Henderson, 8.A., the

subject of our illustration this month,
is one of the most energetic humani-
tarian workers that New Zealand pos-
sesses. While pursuing her profession
as teacher at the Girls’ High School,
Christchurch, she does good service in
furthering many needed reforms. Miss
Henderson is an ardent Temperance
worker, and has acted as Hon. Secre-
tary to the Christchurch Prohibition
League for some time past. She is
also Hon. Secretary to the Women’s
National Council, entering warmly into
its various projects. She is PresiJent
of the newly-formed North Canterbury
Women Teachers’ Association, the
object of which is to improve the status
of women teachers, and to secure equal
wage for equal work.

Called Higher.

A few weeks since Miss Emily Good-
behere, after a long illness, passed be-
yond the veil. An ardent worker for
humanity, in Chuich, Band of Hope,
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and W.C.T.U., the Feilding branch
could ill spare such a spirit as was their
late Secretary and Treasurer. The
children loved her, and Churches of
other denominations than her own owe
much to her kindly help and interest.
On the death of her father, Mr S.
Goodbehere, Miss Goodbehere was ap-
pointed Government meteorologist for
the district, the duties of which position
she most efficiently performed. A
beautiful wreath from the members of
the Feilding Union evidenced their
love and esteem.

Legal and Parliamentary.

As our branches are aware, a resolu-
tion was forwarded from our recent
Convention to the Government urging
that the C.L>. Acts be repealed. For
years past the N.Z. W.C. I L , has
memorialised the Government on this
question, but still the disgraceful enact-
ment remains on the statute books of
the colony.

The Legal and Parliamentary depart-
ment now asks that every branch of
our New Zealand Union should send a
petition to the speaker of each Legis-
lative Chamber and to the Premier,
urging that the C.l>. Acts be repealed
before another session passes.

The three copies of the petition
should be legibly written on foolscap,
signed by the officers of the branch,
and forwarded m August.

The branches are also requested to
communicate with the M.U.K.’s of
their respective districts asking them
to support the “ Repeal " measure.

* SutiTAKD ) Superintendents.
L. M. Atkinson ) *

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
World’s W.C.T.U. Missionaries.

—The Ii.W.T.A. has undertaken to
pay the expenses of Miss Johanns-
dottir as a special B.W.T. Missionary
in Northern Europe next year. Miss
Jessie Ackerman and Miss Ada L.
Murcutt are now at the Hawaiin
Islands.

“Hawaii’s Shame.” Under this
heading, the Boston “ Womens Jour-
nal ” has published an article, the
information in which lias been supplied

to tne editors by Miss Jessie Ackerman.
This lady writes that the State regula-
tion of vice, has been introduced in
Hawaii, under the most outrageous and
debasing conditions, the details of
which are given. One might expect
such atrocities in the older countries,
but that such a state of affairs could
exist under the American Hag is sur-
prising and deplorable.

Executive Committee Interna-
tional Councilor Women.— A com-
munication has been received to the
effect that a meeting of this Executive
Committee will be held at the Hague,
Holland, the probable date being loth
and nth July, 1901. Some of the
items on the Agenda under the heading
“New business” are: —lncreased re-
presentation of the National Councils
in the International. Devising means
for bringing the International Com-
mittees into more active service.
Means of securing greater financial
strength. Appropriation for work at
the Ban-American Exposition (which
opened May Ist, at Buffalo, New
York.)

In Me moriam. —We regret to record
the passing away of the Hon George
H. Wallace, secretary of the Territory
of New Mexico. His wife, Mrs
Catherine P. Wallace, who was for
some years Francnise Superintendent
of the Australian W.C.T.U., will he
remembered by many White Ribboners
in New Zealand, and will have their
deep sympathy in her bereavement. Mrs
Wallace is President of the Women’s
Suffrage Association, New Mexico.
The Santa Fe papers say that by Mr
Wallace’s death “ Equal suffrage ” has
lost a faithful friend and champion

Who was the Magistrate ? —The
Dunedin correspondent of the Christ-
church Presi writes, on July 4th, re-
lating the dismissal of two charges
brought by the police against a Dune-
din publican whose name, as well as
that of the magistrate who decided
the case, is carefully suppressed. The
charges were
licensed premises open for the sale of
liquor after hours ; and ( .'>) for keeping
the barmaid in the bar after n p.m.
The case foi the prosecution showed that
the police entered the house at a ;uar-
ter to three on Sunday mornirv, u.id
found the licensee in the passage, six
men in the bar parlour, and a bai maid,
who said she entered the bar for a
bottle of embrocation. On the police

entering, several other men and anoth- r
woman employed in the hotel ran up
the staircase. In the first case, Mr
Solomon, counsel for the defendant,
contended that it could not he held
that the house was open for the sale of
drink as it was closed, and only opened
when the police sought admission. In
the second case, counsel submitted that
three o’clock in the morning was not
after the hour of 11 p.m.: it was before
the hour of 11 p.m. on the next day.
Both cases were dismissed. What can be
said of a magistrate who professes to
be convinced by arguments like these ?

• *

Women Jurors in Idaho.—An at-
tempt to deprive the women of Idaho
of their right to serve on juries was
recently made by some members of the
Legislature. Governor Hunt vetoed
the Bill in language both plain and
forcible, and the Legislature has sus-
tained his veto.

Cooking Made Easy.—One step
towards a solution of the servant-girl
difficulty is being taken in London.
The prospectus of the “ Distributing
Kitchens, Limited,” shows that the
experiment of delivering hot dinners
daily has been found practicable. A
patent carrier, specially designed, com-
menced running in January, 1901. In
less than a month the kitchen was
sending out over a hundred portions
daily, and, according to the report,
scores of orders and enquiries are now
being received. The company pur-
poses to use motor delivery vans in
future. Meals can be sent out at a
small cost of production, and the
scheme seems to be capable of enor-
mous development.

“An Essay on Prison Reform.”—
We have received from the publishers
a pamphlet bearing this title. The
author, the Rev A. C. Hoggins, 8.A.,
is a clergyman of ripe experience, and
his pamphlet is a timely contribution
to the literature of one of the most
pressing questions of our time. The
price is one shilling posted, and it may
be obtained through any bookseller, or
direct from the publishers, Messrs
Smith, Anthony, Sellars, and Co.,
Chris.church.

Women’s Disabilities Petition.—
Several petition forms, with signatures
attached, have been received by the *

Legal and Parliamentary Department.
After uue consideration it has been

; decided not to present the petition to
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Parliament during the present session,
as many of the branches have not yet
canvassed their districts. It is to be
h >ped that a monster petition will be
in readiness for next session, and all
branches, as well as the various
Women’s Societies, are urged to ob-
tain as many signatures as possible.
Petition forms will be forwarded
promptly in answer to applications.
Attention is called to a paragraph,
entitled, “ Disabilities Petition," in
our recent Convention number, under
the heading of “Convention Notes,”
which deals with the legal age at
which women can append theii signa-
tures, and urges that women wage-
earners under twenty-one should sign
a separate petition.

Eastern Women are Waking Up.
—Telegrams assure us that a Chinese
girl made a most effective speech on
the present position in her country’s
politics to a large and influential meet-
ing of Chinamen recently. The British
Medical Journal statt s that a wealthy and
illustrious family ir Japan has led the
way in founding a l niversity for women
in Tokio. By their efforts and assistance
the sum of £2400} has already been
raised, and now the building is begun,
and is expected to be of use this year.
Medicine is the subject that most
Japanese felt it desi'able for women to
study, and a number of young ladies of
good family have already entered their
names for the department —lllustrated
London News, April, 1901.

A Grave Wrong. Some of the
leading women-workers in the larger
towns in England, especially London,
have been much exercised by the
establishment, from time to time, of
so-called Registry oftices, the propiie-
tors of which are known to lure girls
from their homes in the country on the
pretence of getting them situations, the
results are often disastrous. An
Associated Guild of Registries has been
formed, which recommends the respecr
able Registries, but ispow’e less to take
action against the dangerous offices.
Thanks to our Servants Registries Act
in New Zealand -our women-workers
are protected from such dangers Under
this Act any one wishing to estab-
lish an office is legally bound to apply
for a license enclosing the fee, w ith a
< ertificate of character. The license re-
quires to be renewed annually, inspec-
tors are employed to inspect the offices,
and examine the books. No one who

keeps a boarding-house, or is in any
way interested in a boarding-house, is
allowed a license.

The Pan American Exposition at
Buffalo. -

‘ The grounds,” says the
“ Boston Women’s Journal ” of June
Ist, “cover 350 acres, and the avenues
have been planted with young poplars,
which rustle pleasantly in the breeze,
mingling the sound of their leaves with
the plash of the many fountains. The
Exposition is even more b autiful by
night than by day Half a million
electric lights, the pow’er for which is
generated by Niagara Falls, twenty
miles away, make a scene of magical
brilliancy. The Exposition has no
separate department of women’s work.
Wherever her skill or genius has given
her a title to excellence, then her work
will be shewn and judged on its
merits.”

In Parliament.

Following so closely the visit of the
Duke and Duchess of York, the
assembling of Parliament on July 2nd
excited little attention. A number of
Bills of gn at importance have, however,
passed their first reading, and there is
good reason to hope that the session
will not pass without seeing some long
desired measures placed on our statute
books

Among the Bills thus introduced
that are of interest are the Elective
Executive, the State school children
Compulsory Drill, Young Persons Pro-
tection, Absolute Majority, Employ-
ment of Women Workers, Hosp tai
Nurses Registration, and the Referen-
dum

The Referendum Bill
has passed its second reading It
seems to be of the first importance, for
it should enable the electors to reject or
adopt laws by voting on them directly.
Much of the usefulness of such a
measure will depend not only on the pro-
visions for its operation, but also on the
intelligence and diligence which the elec-
tors use in studying the proposed laws
on which they will have to vote. If
the passing of such an Act has the
effect which the Referendum is said to
have had in Switzerland, that is to
cause the electors to carefully con-
sider the laws under which they are
governed, then the educative value of
the Referendum will be great.

I V

The Nurses’ Registration Bill
provides for a register of all women in
the colony wrho at the present time
have had four consecutive years’ train-
ing and have passed an examination.

1 hose also who are over tw’enty-three
years of age, and have had three years’
training in a hospita 1 and havj passed
an examination, may be registered. A
registered nurse who has been guilty of
misconduct is liable to have her name
removed from the register. The Bill
has passed its second reading in the
Upper House.

Most of the other Bills have been
commented on several times previously,
and need not be reviewed again.

Licensing Petitions.
There has been a perfect shower of

petitions from all parts of the colony
against the proposals to issue licenses
in the King Country and to alter the
liquor laws Whatever may be the
intentions of the Government, it is
certain that many members are im-
pressed by the widespread aversion to
open the floodgates of alcoholic poison,
and it is rumoured that the Premier
will not try to force his obnoxious
proposals through.

The Classifying of Lunatics.
Mr Meredith asked if the Govern-

ment intended to provide for the
classifying of lunatics. There are 146
children in the Asylums for whom
separate provision should be made.
There are other inmates who are only
insane at intervals, and it is certainly
an evil that they should be forced in
their sane periods to associate with the
altogether insane. There can be no
systematic attempts at cure without
proper classification, and it is to be
regretted that Mr Hall Jones gave
an evasive answer to so important a
question.

My Symphony.
To live content with small means;

to seek elegance rather than luxury,
and refinement rather than fashion;
to be worthy, not respectable; and
wealthy, not rich ; to study hard, think
quietly, talk gently, act frankly; to lis-
ten to stars and birds, babes and sages,
with open heart; to bear all eheerfully,
do all bravely, await occas ons, hurry
never; in a word, to let th: spiritual,
unbidden, and unconscious, grow’ up
through the common. This is to be
my symphony.

Wm, Henry Channing.
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Women Teachers Association

The women teachers of North Can-
terbury have formed themselves into an
Association for the double purpose of
raising the status of women teachers,
and of obtaining equal wage for equal
work The report of the recent Salaries
Commission was the immediate cause
of the formation of this Association,
although for a long time the women
teachers, as well as those who believe
in equal justice for all, have felt very
dissatisfied with the one-sided system
of payment.

Some of the statements made before
the recent Commission have aroused
great indignation. It was said that
women were neither mentally nor
physically capable of teaching the
higher standards. In refutation it is
stated that in the town schools, where
the sexes are separate, the work done
on the girls’ side compares very favour-
ably with that of the boys’, when the
number of pupils in the girls’ classes is
equal to that of the boys. In this con-
nection the glaring anomaly is noted of
one school in Christchurch in which
Standard V., containing one hundred
pupils, is taught by an assistant
mistress, with tlie help of a third-year
pupil teacher, while Standard \ . (boys),
containing eighty eight pupils, requires
the services of two assistant masters!

We hope to publish the Memoran-
dum of the Association in a future
issue.

Out of about two hundred womer~
teachers in North Canterbury over one
hundred names have already been sent
in for membership, and the others are
expected to follow. In this movement the
women teachers will command the sym-
pathy and loyal support of the justice-
loving portion of the community.

Colds—How to Avoid Them.

BY A. J. SANDERSON, M.D.

I. Do NOT EXPECT TO CATCH A COI.D. -

Fear is a depressant. Ihe body usually
follows where the mind directs Ex-
pect to keep well and you will usually
keep well.

2. Let tonics and other cold

PREVENTIVES SEVERELY ALONE.-Many
people take medicine as soon as autun n
weather sets in, with the idtn of ward-
ing off colds; in reality they ■nd*-
their systems in a condition t». invLe
colds and many other inflammatory
diseasesg

3. Breathe through the nose.—
The lining membrane of the nose is
constructed capable of warming the air
before it passes through the larynx to
enter the lungs. Mouth-breathing pre-
disposes to sore throat, hoarseness, bron-
chitis, pleurisy, pneumonia, and consump-
tion.

'4 Eat only pure food, and of that
a moderate yt’ANTiTY.— Food matter
which renders the blood impure, or sur-
plus focd elements in the tissues, make
the body liable to colds

5. Do NOT WEAR TOO MUCH CLOTHING.
Over-wrapping weakens the reac-

tionary powers of the body surface.
The opposite extreme is likewise not to
be recommended.

6. Never live in poorly ventilated
rooms —Plants raised in a hot-house
are never as hardy as those grown out-
of-doors. Fresh air is one of Nature’s
great tonics See, therefore, that your
dwelling is well-ventilated.

7. Take a daily handbath with
cold water. The bath should be
taken immediately upon rising, while
the body is still warm. Follow the
bath by a thorough rubbing with the
dry hand, a rough towel, or a shampoo
brush, to assist in producing a good
reaction.

8. Maintain the heat of the body

BY EXERCISE, DEPENDING AS LITTLE AS
possible upon fires. Where the
weather is very cold, or the individual
aged or feeble, fires are a necessity.
Exercise, however, is Nature’s way of
keeping the internal human fires burn-
ing brightly.

Scientific Temperance.

The popular idea, once held also by
the majority of medical men, to the
detriment of their patients, that alcohol
acts upon the human body as a food,
as a warming agent and a stimulant,
has long since been proved false by the
investigation of such eminent experi-
menters as Dr. Benjamin Richardson
and others. As one error is exposed,
however, the advocates for the use of
alcoholic beverages advance others to
be refuted. Thus many claim, upon
the assertion of physicians too, that
tissues saturated with spirituous liquor
are best able to resist the onslaughts of
disease-producing germs: and it is a
dinmon practice to give porter and
ether alcohol-containing drinks to the
expectant mother, with the idea that
she is then better able to nourish her

1

child and to bring into the world off-
spring highly capable of resisting dis-
ease A series of experiments recently
entered upon have emphatically dis-
proved all such claims. (Here follow
a series of scientific experiments which
were made with alcohol upon dogs ana
rabbits, with an exact description of
results.)

It was demonstrated that alcohol
perceptibly lowers the vitality of the
animal tissues, and, if long continued,
actually changes the structure of the
organs, predisposing to the implanta-
tion of various physical disorders.
Science and experience both agree in
asserting that alcohol in any form is
deleterious to the animal body. It
starves, chills, and depresses the sys-
tern, so weakening the tissuesthat they
become an easy prey to the agencies of
disease and death. Herald of Health .

Field Marshal Earl Roberts has be-
come a patron of the United Kingdom
Railway Temperance Union.

“ Muny of the ills o’er which men grieve,
Acd still more women, cotne from not em

ploying
Some hours to make the remnant worth en

joying.

THE HOME.
The Effect of Thought on

the Body.

Some comments of Trine, the noted
American author, on the physiological
and ethical effects of thought on the
body are quoted as follows in Sandou 's
Magazine :—

“ Every thought that tends to repro-
duce itself, and ghostly mental pictures
of disease, sensuality, and vice of all
sorts, produce scrofula and leprosy in
the soul, which reproduces them in the
body. Anger changes tlie chemical pr<
perties of the saliva to a poison dan-
gerous to life. It is well known that
sudden and violent emotions have not
only weakened the heart in a few hours,
but have caused death and insanity. It
has been discovered by scientists that
there is a chemical difference between
that sudden cold exudation of a person
under a deep sense of guilt and the
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ordinary perspiration ; and the state of
the mind can sometimes be determined
by a chemical analysis of the perspira-
tion of a criminal, which when brought
into contact with selenic acid, produces
a distinct pink colour. It is well known
that fear has killed thousands of victims;
while, on the other hand, courage it a
:reat tnvig >rator

“ Full, rich, and abounding health is
the normal and the natural condition of
life. Anything else is an abnormal con-
dition, and abnormal conditions as a
rule come through perversions. God
never created sickness, suffering, and
disease ; they are man s own creation.
They come through his violating the
lu\v under which he lives. So used are
we to seeing them that we come
gradually, if not to think of them as
natural, to look upon them as a matter
of course.”

“ The time will come when the work
of the physician will not be to treat and
attempt to heal the body, but to heal
the mind, which in turn will heal the
body. In other words, the true physi-
cian will be a teacher', his work will be
to keep people well, instead of at-
tempting to make them well after disease
comes on: and still beyond this there
will come a tune when each will be his
own physician. In the degree that we
live in harmony with the higher laws of
our being, and so, in the degree that we
become better acquainted with the
power of the mind and spirit, will we
give less attention to the body,—no
less cure, but less attention

‘‘The bodies of thousands to-day
would be much better cared for if their
owners gave them less thought and at-
tention. As a rule those who think
least of their bodies enjoy the best
health. Many are kept in continual ill-
health by the abnormal thought and
attention they give them.

“ Give the body the nourishment, the

exercise, the fresh air, the sunlight, it re-
quires, keep it clean, and then think of it
as little as possible. In your thoughts and
in your conversation never dwell upon
the negadve side. Don’t talk of sick
ness and disease. By talking of these
you do yourself harm, and you do harm
to those who listen to you. Talk of
those things that will make people the
better for listening to you. Thus you
will infect them with health and strength,
and not with weakness and disease.

“ To dwell upon the negative side is
always destructive. This is true of the
body the same as it is true of all other
things. The following from ove whose
training as a physician has lv “n sup-
plemented by extensive study and obser-
vation along the lines of the po»versofthe
interior forces, is of special significance
and value in this connection : ‘ We can
never gain health by contemplating
disease, any more than we can reach per-
fection by dwelling upon imperfection, or
harmony through discord. We should
keep a high ideal of health and har-
mony constantly before the mind.’ . . .

“ Never affirm or repeat about your
health what you do not wish to be
true. Do not dwell upon your ailments,
noi study your symptoms Never allow
yourself to be convinced that you are
not complete master of yourself. Stoutly
affirm your superiority over bodily ills,
and do not acknowledge yourself the
slave of any inferior power.

“ I w ould teach children early to build
a strong barrier between themselves
and disease by healthy habits of thought,
high thinking, and purity of life. I
would teach them to expel all thoughts
of death, all images of disease, all dis-
cordant emotions like hatred, malice,
revenge, envy, and sensuality, as they
would banish a temptation to do evil.
I would teach them that bad food, bad
drink, or bad air makes bad blood, that
bad blood makes bad tissue, and bad

flesh bad morals. I would teach them
that healthy thoughts are as es-
sential to healthybodies as pure thoughts
to a clean life. I would teach them to
cultivate a strong will power, and to
brace themselves against life’s enemies
in every possible way. I would teach
the sick to have hope, confidence, cheer.
Our thoughts and imaginations are the
only real limits to our possibilities. No
man’s success in health will ever reach
beyond his own confidence; as a rule,
we erect our ow n barriers.

“ Like produces like, the universe
through. Hatred, envy, malice, jealousy,
and revenge all have children Every
bad thought breeds others, and each of
these goes on and on, ever reproducing
itself, until our world is peopled with
their offspring. The true physician and
parent of the future will not medicate
the body with drugs so much as the
mind with principles. The coming
mother will teach her child to assuage
the fever of anger, hatred, malice, with
the great panacea of the world—love.
The coming physician will teach the
people to cultivate cheerfulness, good-
will, and noble deeds for a health tonic
as well as a heart tonic; and that ‘a
merry heart doethgood like a medicine.’ ”

In the “ Odds and Ends ” of “ The
Wide World Magazine,” there is a
picture of an open air Parliament in
Switzerland. It is held in the Canton
of Glams, where Government by the
people is absolute. At this gathering,
held on the first Sunday in May, if the
weather is fine, every single detail of
importance connected with the State is
discussed and voted on. “In the
centre is a platform for the president
and speakers, while round the platform
are special places for the boys, who are
thus taught the work of their country
at an early age.”
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BEATH & CO.’S GREAT CLEARANCE SALE NOW ON.
SEE Our Windows. SALE SEE Our Bargain Tables.

Ladies’ Jackets, 35 - for 7 11; 63/- for 19/6
New Costumes, 25/- for 16 11; 15/- for 35 -

Macintoshes, 17/6 for 8 11; 22 6 for 15 11
Pressing Gowns 12 6 for 9/11 ; 25/9 for 19 11
Blouses 5 11 for 46; 711 for 5/11
Under Skirts, Oil for 4 11 ; 116 for 8( 11
Costume Skirts 8 11 for 6 L 1; 12/9 for 9/11
(’orsets, 411 for 2,11 ;7 11 for 4’ 1
Kelt Flops, 2 6 for 1 6; 7/11 for 4 6
Kink Bloomers, 811 for 4/11; 10 6 for 6 6

S
A
L
'E

S
A

SALE

Fur Necklets, 8/11 now 5 11; 16,6 now 12 9
Fur Muffs. 10 9 now 7/11 ; 19 6 now 15 6
Fur Necklets, 11 9 now 8 11: 19 11 now 15/6
Ribbed Cashmere Hose, 2 pairs for 111; 2 pairs for 2 11
Wool Wraps, 7 11 now 5/11 ; 12 6 now 8 11
Down Quilts, 19 6 now 14 9; 29 6 now 22/6
Blankets, Bargains at 9/6, 14 6, 16 6, 21 -

Tweed Dress Lengths, 8/11 now 5 11 ; 13 0 now 8 11
Coating Ditto., 21 - now 12/6; 17 6 now 8/11
Special Dresses for Sale at 9 11, 12/9, 15 6, 19 6

BEATH & Co. CASHEL STREET,
CHRISTCHURCH. BEATH & Co

«
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WM. STRANGE Sol* Partners and Proprietors. THOS. COVERDALE.

FOR FURNITURE .

AND FURNISHINGS r We are Unrivalled
in New Zealand. ..

Having an Up-to-Date Steam Furniture Factory of our own, we are

prepared to Furnish any kind of Dwelling.

Furniture Supplied from Factory to People Direct,
without the intervention of Middlemen or Agents.

For Carpets, Floorcloths, Bedding, Wire-Mattresses, Crockery & Glass,
and Everything necessary to rtnder the Home Comfortable, Beautiful and Attractive, the Public
are invited to place their Order* with us. Better alue than we can offer it is impossible to obtain.

SOLE NEW ZEALAND AGENTS
For the Famous American “ ELDRIDGE B Sewing Machines.

In spite ot its Low Price, there is no better Sewing Machine made.

Quotations— Hand Eldridge B, £3 15s; Treadle Eldridge B, £5 15s.

STRANGE & COMPANY\ Christchurch.
TAYLOR & OAKLEY,

SANITARY PLUMBERS, VENTILATING
ENGINEERS, TINSMITHS, BRASS-

FOUNDERS, Etc. i

Agents and Manufacturers oi
BOYLE’S LATEST - IMPROVED

Ventilating Appliances.
CATHEDKAL GLASS LEADLIGHTS ,

MADE TO DESIGN
(Or we can forward Pattern Sheets for selection

of suitable lights).
Importers of—

Plumbers’, Gasfitters’, Engineers’, and
Tinsmiths’ Requirements.

Enquiries from the Trade solicited.
23 TUAM-ST. WEST, CHRIS 1 CHURCH.

" OUR FEOERATICIt.”
OFFICI AL Organ of the WOMAN’SCHRIS-

TIAN TEMPERANCE UNION of AUS-
TRALASIA ( Editor: Mrs E. W. Nicholls).

Bright, Interesting, Instructive,
Non-Sectarian.

Advocates Woman’s Franchise, Puriiy. Total
Abstinence, Prohibition.

Price, Is 6d per annum, post free. Order
from Miss Lockwood. Whinham Street, Fitz-

; roy, Ovingham, South Australia.

J, T. BROWN & SON
TIMBER

AND

COAL MERCHANTS

CORNER COLOMBO&TUAM SIS.,
F.O. BOX 306 Telephone No. 72.

CHARLES RAY
(Late Foreman, Waller, Myhre 4* Co.)

‘ACME’ CYCLE WORKS
NEXT TRAMWAY CO S WORKS

Worcester Street, Christchurch,
Engineer & Cycle Manufacture]

English, American, Colonial
Cycles repaired with despatch.

Agent for Dayton and Niagara.

PRACTICAL WORKMANSHIP
REASONABLE CHARGES

The “ White Ribbon ”

Is published on or about the 15th of each
month, and is forwarded, post free, to any put

of the Colony for

2s 6d per annum
It is the property of the New Zealand

Women's Christian Temperance Union, and
aims to le not only Representative of the
Union, but also of

EVERY SOCIETY OF WOMEN,
which has for its object
THE UPLIFTING of HUMANITY
The White Ribbon is the only Women’s
Paper in the colony. It is edited, written
tor, and published *y a staff of women, each
memberof which gives her servh es gratuitously
Any profit that may be made will he devoted
to enlarging or improving the paper.

Volunteers are wanted to push the W hitk
Ribbon.

Any infoimation will be given on application
to the Office,

201, HEREFORD-STREET, Christchurch

GEORGE & KERSLEY.
THE ECONOMIC.

A CLEVER WOMAN profits by the experience ot
others, ami hundreds of wouu n lire saying that

“ The LINDA ” Kid Glove
. i«the Be>t Value anywhere for Half-a-crewn post. Id extra

Wellington and Wanganui.
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