
The White Ribbon
* zo AN " .at w 2-nOR GOV aO^ E

.
- HUMA' )*J

%

Vol. 6.—No. 70. CHIUSTCIiritOH. N.Z.. MARCH. lilOl. 2g 6.1 P t

Pos i J

Queen Victoria and the Tem-
perance Movement.

The most appropriate garland that
we can bring, to reverently lay with the
other emblems of a people’s love, is one
woven with incidents connecting the
departed Queen with the temperance
movement. The Queen could not have
lov;d her people well without having
her heart stirred by the evils which
made the lives of many of them a curse
o be endured rather than a blessing to
be enjoyed.

Soon after the young Queen came to
the throne she became the patron of the
British and Foreign Temperance So-
ciety, whose m *mbers were pledged to
abst tin from distilled spirits, and to
discountenance the causes and prac-
tice of intemperance. Advanced re-
formers had already recognised the in-
sufficiency of this remedy, and in
the first Knglish book in advocacy of
abstinence from all intoxicants, “ The
Cuise of Britain,” by the Rev W. K.
Baker, was published, and the Queen
accepted a copy of this.

In 1854 her Majesty received an ad-
dress from the wives and daughters ot
working men, pathetically pleading for
her influence to he cast against their
worst enemies—the gin palace and the
public-hou e. Three years later she
was addressed to this end by quite a

different class of persons—a Ministerial

Conference, which adopted a declara.
tion in favour of prohibition, signed
eventually by 2,390 ministers of re-
ligion. Thus the evils of the liquor
traffic were brought before the Head of
the Nation by those who suffered, and
those who saw and sympathised. Later
there came a pictorial presentation of

these evils. George Cruikshank took
his great picture, “ The .vo ship of
Bacchus,’ to Windsor Castl *, and
pointed its 1< ssons to the Queen. There
are about 1,000 figures in the picture,
arranged in various groups depicting
the worship of the wine-god (and the
beer-and-gin god) from the cradle to

the grave. The workhouse, the refuge,
the madhouse, the prison, an 1 the gal-
lows are shown side by side with the
smoke.reeking brewery and distillery,
and Bacchus stands in triumph, en-
throned as the strongest monarch of all.

In these ways the evils of drink were
brought before the Royal mind. Then
there came a suggestion as to remedies*
The Convocation of Canterbury Report
upon Intemperance was presented, and
an elegantly-bound copy was received
by the Queen. The chief remedy sug-
gested was complete Local Option—-
giving to the people “ a legal power of
restraining the issue or renewal of li-
censes.” “ Such a power,” the report
continued, “ would, in effect, secure to
the districts willing to exercise it the
advantages now enjoyed by the
numerous parishes in the province of
Canterbury, where, owing to the in-
fluence of the landowner, no sale of in-
toxicating liquors is licensed.” Few, it
may be believed, are cognisant of the
fact, which has l>een elicited by this in-
quiry, but there are at this time within
the p;ovince of Canterbury upwards of
1,000 parishes in which there is neither
public-house nor beer-shop, and w here,
in consequence of the absence of these
inducements to crime and pauperism,
according to the evidence before the
committee, the intelligence, moralitv,
and comfort of the people are such as
the friends of temperance would haw;
anticipated. Later there is evidence
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that these things hail lingered in the
mind ot the Queen. In 1875, Sir Thomas
Biddulph, her secretary, wrote :—“ It
is impossible for the Queen not to be
grateful to those who endeavour to miti- i
gate an evil of such magnitude as the
widely spread intemperance which un-
fortunately prevails.' Later, in ac-
knowledging th * receipt of a copy of the
York Convocation Committee's Rep >rt
upon Intemperance, Sir Thomas wrote:
—“lt is her Majesty's earnest wish that
ihese < fforts may bt* crown* d with suc-
cess.” In the same year the Queen
bjeam patron of the Church ot Eng-
land Temperance Society.

Soon after, the Queen's speech at the
opening of Padiament congratulated
the pe >ple upon a decrease in the
annual drink bill, which was a recogni-
tion in high quarters of the fact that it
is well for the country when liquor
sellers are faring badly. In 1887 a jubi-
lee memorial to the Queen i favour of
the Sunday closing of public-houses was
signed by nearly 1,200,000 mothers and
daughters of England.

It may be claimed that the Queen be-
came a prohibitionist for the majority
of her subjects - those whose skins were
dark. In 1805, addressing Khama and
other Bechuana chiefs at Windsor
Castle, she said: “I am glad to s e
the chiefs, and to know that they love
my rule. I confirm the settlement of
their case which my Minister has made.
I approve ot toe provision excluding
strong drink from their country. ! feel
strongly in this matter, and rni glad to
see that the chiefs have determined to
ke p so great a curse from the people.”

Drink is a curse to the white people
of the Empire as well as the black, and
surely one of the best monuments to
the memory of the Queen would be the
State which l»eais her name freed from
“ so gre.it a curse ” by the enlightened
resolution of the people themselves.
Better than monument of whitest mar le
with inscription of puiest gold would be
the name Victoria enshrined beneath
the Southern Cross in a State free from
“ so great a curse ” as the liquor traffic,
and with righteousness as the crown of
its g.eatness. “ The Alliance Record, ’
Victoria.

A Prayer Fulfilled.

Said the London “Times’ :—The
Queen is gone from her people full of
years and honour. Their loss is irrepar-
able, but they may take some comfort
from the thought that for her the l>eauti'

fill prayer of Tennyson has been exactly
fulfilled. That which he wrote in dedi-
cating the “ Idylls of the King ’ to the
dead Prince Consort in an address to
the Queen was

“ May nil love,
This love unseen, hut felt, o’ershadow thee,
The eve of all thy sons encompass thee,
The love of all thy tlautfhters cherish thee.
The l°v, ‘ of all thy people conifer thee,
Till God's love set thee at His side again.

La Reine Est Morte.

The following lines, which appeared in the
London “ limes,” are said t * have l»een
written by Kudyard Kipling: —

Mother of mothers, Queen of Queens,
Killer of rulers lord of lords ;

War harvests, hut the reaper gleans,
A richer prize than swords.

God help our Knglaud, for we stand
Orphaned of hi r who made us one ;

The honour of the Fatherland
Her hope, her trust, her sun.

Afar, when* summers burn and glow,
The subject peoples of our race.

Shall see thei stri ken master go,
With tea s upon his face.

Tim Nat on, at her dying, b »rn,
Shall weep beneath the 'outhern Gross,

And with her M ther Country mourn
Irrep ruble 1 ss.

The scattered islands of her realm,
Shall droop he emblem of her sway,

Who.through the lon/ years graspe l the helm
Through the laborious day.

And flashing lights shall signal far,
Their tidings to tin* passing ships,

To te 1 the sinking of her star,
Hei sorrowful eclipse.

O Mother Queen ! G >d s honoured guest,
Wh<» greatly welcomes those who bring

Thy great credentials; thine His rest.
Anen. God save the King.

NEWS OF THE UNIONS
\Y% rely on our local Unions to send us newt

for this column. We cannot evolve it out oj
our inner eonuciouoie**.]

Auckland.
At tlie nit eting held on Feb. 27th, it

was resolved to write to the City
Council asking if action had yt * been
taken re Curfew Bell. 1 hanks weie
accorded to all friends who had helped
at Anniversary social and; Kiosk in
Domain, and especially to Mr \\. H.
Smith, for use of tent, etc. The Secre-
tary was instructed to forward to Lord

Kanfurly, for transmission to the King,
a copy of the resolution of sympathy
passed on the death of our beloved
Queen. Superintendents of depart-
ments were elected as follows: Litera-
ture, Miss Hughes; Social Purity,
Mesdames Hughes and Aston; Unfei-
mented Wine, Mrs Plummer ; Bible in
Schools, Mrs Dewar; Scientific Tem-
perance Instruction in Schools, Mrs
Main ; Relief, Mrs Hill; White
Ribbon, Mrs Wallace. Mrs Thorne
was appointed delegate to Convention.

Reefton
Two new members were enrolled at

the meeting held on Feb sth. We were
delighted to hear that the Brunnerton
Union had been revived. All present
signed the petition for Removal of Dis
abilities, and »e intend getting other
signatures. Literature is also to be
distributed. The room was draped in
black as a mark of respect for our late
beloved Queen, and a resolution ex-
pressive ol sorrow at her death was
passed.

Nelson-
At our meeting on Feb. 12th, the

ordinary business was postponed, and
we had the pleasure of listening to an
add-ess by Mrs Stott, of the China
Inland Mission. Mrs Stott is an effec-
tive speaker, quiet and impressive. She
compared the opium smoking of China
with the British vice of drunkenness,
and laid great stress on the power of
real Christianity. l'he social element
was introduced at the close in the shape
of tea and cakes.

Creymouth.
The monthly meeting was held on

March 7th. There were twenty mem-
bers present. It being the last meeting
of our President, who is Laving for
Convention, a great deal of business
had to be discussed, also petitions
had to be signed. Our work is
progressing, and we hope to give a
good account of ourselves on our Pre-
sident’s * return. We are pleased to
record another member to our rank'.

Naseby.
This Union met for business on Feb.

25th. The petition re Women’s Disa-
bilities was read. It was agreed to
hold a Garden Party on Wednesday,
March 6th, and bring the matter for-
ward. 1 he Secretary promised to pre-
pare an address on the subject. The
case of some neglected children was
dealt with, and the Secretary instructed
to procure information on the subject.
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[Perhaps some member of the Christ-
church Union would be good enough
to tell us how to proceed. We under-
stand they dealt with a case some year,
ago.]

Woodend.
We have had some very enjoyable

afternoons lately. We held our “At
Home” on Feb. 21st, when the ladies
of the Kaiapoi Union paid us a visit.
Mrs G H. Blackwell gave a very in-
teresting and instructive paper on

Bible in Schools.*' On March 7th we
held our meeting at Mr T. Wilson’s,
Waikuku, which was very enjoyable.
Mis John Little gave a paper on
“ Hood,” which caused a lively dis-
cussion.

WOMEN’S SOCIETIES.

Canterbury Women’s Institute.

The annual meeting was held on Feb.
13th.

Before beginning the ordinary busi-
ness, the president, Mrs Black, moved
“That the Canterbury Women’s Insti-
tute desires to place on record its sor-
row at the death of the Queen, and its
deep appreciation of her many excellent
qualities, lioth as a sovereign and a
woman.” The motion was passed in
silence.

Mrs Black then read her presidential
address, which was to the following
effect :

The eighth anniversary of the Insti-
tute brings us to the beginning of a new
century, whose dawn has been already
clouded by the heart breaking horrors
of war and by a great national bereave-
ment. As women, it is with deep
gratitude we acknowledge the debt we
owe to our late beloved Queen. From
every quarter of the Empire testimony
is borne not only lo her sterling quali-
ties as wife, mother, and friend, but also
to her abilities as a stao swoman and
ruler. By her life she has demonstrated
that devoted attention to public duties
is not incompatible with the fulfilment
of duties to husband, children, and
home. The large majority of our law-
makers has not yet recognised the right
of the woman as an individual.—Sex
disability, which seems to be the staple
argument brought to bear against
woman’s complete enfranchisement, is,
after all, one which is equally applicable

to either sex, for eacii is the comple-
ment of the other, and sex disability in
man exists as well as sex disability in
woman. Humanity is the concern of
both male and female, and in the last
resort no question can be considered
apart from its interest to humanity.
Woman’s influence has already made it-
self felt in our politics, for since she
has taken a more active part in public
affairs, social questions have received
greater consideration. Equal divorce
laws, and old age pensions, have been
already obtained, while other reforms
dealing with improvements in our in-
dustrial school system, continuation of
education, public health and morality
are being earnestly considered, and
militarism and its accompanying evils,
on the subject of which the Premier has
lately spoken with no uncertain voice,
has been strenuously opposed by most
thinking women among 11s. \et much
work lies befoie us. The retention of
the C.I >. Act on the Statute Books at-
tests to the still prevalent belief in a
double code of morals for the sexes.
Though the Statute is a dead letter, so
long as it remains it implies a perver-
sion of morality in public thought. At-
tention has lately been drawn in Christ-
church to the necessity of putting into
operation some legislation to supersede
these Acts, and proposals were made
which really amounted to introducing
them in another form. But the suffer-
ing and disease which arise from the
transgression of moral laws cannot be
controlled by arbitrary regulations.
Closely linked with this question of
morals is our present economic system.
It is due to every child among us that
he shall receive such training as shall
fit him for life’s duties, but stress of
life in some cases makes it difficult for
some to fulfil their parental obligations
Tne remedy seems largely to be in an
improved system of education, which
will consider domestic and technical
training an essential. Many a child
would then bring order into a disorderly
home. Not entirely remote from the
consideration of this subject is the ques
tion of the financial position of many
married women, who are forced into
false and uncongenial relations by
reason of their dependent monetary po-
sitions. As a further aid to reform, we
trust that the newly-organised Bur-
gesses’ Association may be productive
of improvement in municipal matters.
I have referred to the sorrowful opening
of the century, but as its sun climbs
higher we believe that a new era of
higher thought and purer laws will l>e

born. Old ideas of Government must
give place to newer and better ones.
We trust that the democracy of the
future will be one which will make for
the development of each individual in
the organism of the State, and for a
fuller recognition of the brotherhood of
man, which must hasten the time when
war shall cease and peaceful methods
will settle our international disputes.
But to bring about this consummation,
so greatly to be desired, we believe
that woman must take her place in all
the councils and in “ all the tangled
business of the world.”

The Secretary then read a summary
of the work done by the Institute during
the year.

The report and balance-sheet were
adopted, and the Secretary was in-
struct d to write to the Amuri County
Council, expressing a hope that it would
nominate Mrs \\ ells for the seat on the
Hospital Board, rendered vacant by the
resignation of Mr Acton-Adams.

lhe following officers were elected
for the ensuing year : President, Miss
Hookhatn ; vice presidents, Mesdatnes
S. Page, L. Blake, Henderson and
Isherwood; secretary, Mrs Ross;
assistant secretary Mrs I sherwood ;

treasurer, Mrs Williams; committee,
Mesdames Smith, Hookhatn, Black,
Wells, Fletcher, Jakins, Sheppard,
Simpson, Atkinson, and Wallace.

Outlines of the Woman
Suffrage Movement in New

Zealand.

IX.
The Franchise Superintendent lost no

time in vain regrets. Sure of a major-
ity in the Lower House, every effort
was devoted to creating a public opinion
strong enough to storm the stronghold
of the opp merits in the Upper Cham-
ber. A fresh petition was drawn up
and circulated. Large quantities of
leaflets were printed and distributed
throughout the colony. Every Union
was spurred up to renewed effort,
and frequent correspondence held
with the Franchise Lea r ues, of
which there were now a number,
thus ensuring united and harmonious
action. Previous to the session of
1893 large and enthusiastic meetings
were held in the principal towns, and
the enfianchisement of women became
the topic of the day. There was
ground for hope, too, in the fact that
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twelve new members had been called
to the Legislative Council. As the
Government had incorporated the prin-
ciple of Woman Suffrage in its Elec-
toral Bill, it might fairly be supposed
that the new Legislative Councillors
would be staunch supporters of the
Government measure in its entirety.
100 much dependence, however, was

not placed on this supposition, and the
W.C.T.r. and the Franchise Leagues
worked on without intermission until
the assembling of Parliament. When
the sheets of the petition were finally
gathered up and the signatures counted,
it was found to have been signed by
31,872 women, nearly one-third of the
womanhood of the colony. When the
difficulty of communication is con
sidered, it will be agreed that this was
a remarkable achievement.

On July 28 the Premier moved that
the House go into committee on the
Electoral Hill Sir John Hall took the
opportunity of presenting the petition,
remarking that it was the most nume-
rously signed petition ever presented to
any Parliament in Australasia. After
an attempt had been made to revive
the question of “ Electoral Rights” the
Hill was committed.

In the meantime, fearing that Wo
manhood Suffrage was being jeopar-
dised by being included in the Electoral
Bill, which bristled with points on
which the two Houses might hold
divergent views, Sir John prepared and
introduced a separate Woman Suffrage
Bill.
• On August 9 Sir John Hall moved
he second reading of Ins Hill. An

acrimonious debate followed, but the
opponents of the franchise, realising
the hopelessness of their efforts, aban-
doned the contest, and the second
reading was cariied by a practically
unanimous vote. Two days after, the
third reading of the Electoral Hill was
debated.

The franchise question excited the
keenest interest, and evinced the fact
that there was great tension in the
Government party. Charges of insin-
cerity were freely levelled at the Pre
mier, especially in connection with the
new members of the Upper House.
After a stormy debate, the third reading
was agreed to on the voices.

On August 17, Sir P. A. Huckley
moved the second reading of the Hill
in the Legislative Council. I lere, too,
the interest centred on the question of
Womanhood Suffrage. The debate
lasted for several days, and was at
times very heated. The opposition to

the extension of the franchise was led
by the Hon. W. C. Walker (one of the
newly.appointed councillors and the
present Minister of Education) and the
lion. C. C. Bowen. The Government
was again charged with insincerity,
many Councillors asserting that the
Bill had been sent up for the express
purpose of being killed, the Premier not
daring to oppose Womanhood Suffrage
in an elected Assembly. Amendment
after amendment was proposed and
negatived, and the position of affairs
was frequently most intricate. Many
Councillors voted in a contrary direction
to their opinions, some with the object
of killing the Hill, and so getting rid of
tlie hated Suffrage question, and some
with the object of preserving this fea
ture of the Hill at almost any cost.
The Hill, however, emerged from the
ordeal without serious loss, and the
final trial of strength took place on
September 8. Mr Bowen's despairing
effort, which took the shape of a motion
to read the Bill six months later, failed,
and the third reading was carried by a
majority of two. The smallness of the
majority, in view of the fact that the
Government had created twelve new
Councillots, left little doubt in most
minds that the charges against Mr
Seddon were painfully true.

Although the Hill had passed both
Houses, the Governor’s signature had
yet to be apeendtd before it could
become law. Heaien in fair fight, the
minority in the Legislative Council
took an uncommon step. They signed
and forwarded to the Governor a peti
tion asking him to withhold his a sent
to the Bill on the following grounds : -

“(1) It is a Hill of an extraordinarily
important nature, and the lights and
property of her Majesty’s subjects not j
resident in the colony are seriously
affected, as results may seriously em-
barrass the finances ol the colony,
thereby injuriously affecting the public
creditor, who was unaware that such
legislation was seriously contemplated.
(2) We firmly believe that the majority
of the settlers of both sexes are opposed
to the measure. (3) There has been
no opportunity yet afforded to the
electors to express their opinions on
the subject.’’

The first clause of the Councillors'
petition was manifestly absurd at the
moment, and has become even more so
during the seven years of prosperity
which have since elapsed. Hut with
regard to the second and third clauses
Mi Sheppard felt that prompt action
was necessary. She therefore wrote

to the Earl of Glasgow as follows:
“ On behalf of the 31,000 women who<e
petition 1 had the honour of forwarding
to Parliament, I am empowered hy my
Executive to address your Excellency
on the question of the protest urged hy
a minority of the Legislative Council
against your Excellency’s immediate
assent to the enfranchisement of the
women of the colony. 1 therefore beer
to point out that cn the eve of the last
General Election a large majority in
the House of Representatives affirmed
the principle of Womanhood Suffrage,
and that Sir John Hall was induced to
withdraw the Woman’s Franchise Hill,
which would have given effect to the
principle, solely on the ground that the
question had not come before the con-
stituencies and should be relegated to
the country. Womanhood suffrage was
one of the most prominent questions
raised at the last elections, and every
candidate, I believe without exception,
declared himself as either favourable or
antagonistic to the enfranchisement of
women. The constituencies having
elected a large majority of representa-
tives who were avowedly supporters of
Womanhood Suffrage, the assertion
made in clause 3 of the protest for-
warded to your Excellency is absolutely
without foun ation and contrary to
fact. 1 sincerely trust that your Excel-
lency will not allow the action taken
hy both Houses of Parliament in ac-
ceding to the petition of 31,000 women
of the colony to he frustrated.” Mrs
Sheppard also telegraphed to the Unions
and Franchise Leagues, urging swift
action in the same irection. This
was taken ; meetings were held, and
representations made to the G *vernor
from many parts of the colony. The
brewers and publicans were no less
active, for they prepare! a petition
against Womanhood Suffrage, and also
forwarded it to the Governor. A large
number of names were placed upon it,
and the shameless manner in which
they were duplicated was a matter of
comment in the daily papers. While
the Governor’s assent was still in sus-
pense it was discovered that an omission
had been made which concerned Maori
electors The Premier, however, an-
nounced that the Government would
deal with the omission in a special Bill.
On September 19 Mr Seddon forwarded
to Mrs Sheppard the following tele-
gram:-“The Electoral Hill assented
to by his Excellency the Governor at
a quarter to twelve this day,” and the
enfranchisement ol every adult woman
of New Zealand was at last achieved.

-w.s.s.
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The Prohibitionist Pro-
gramme.

The following resolutions, which
have been under consideration for some
time, have been confirmed by the
Christchurch Prohibition League, and
may be regarded as the present pro-
gramme of the Prohibition Party:

A. This meeting strongly protests
against the proposal: To legalise the
sale of liquor, under any system, in
the King Country, and urges that
Section 33 of the Alcoholic Liquors
Sale Control Act Amendment Act,
should be made applicable to the dis
trict, and that the prohibitory laws
should be stringently enforced, (a).
It believes it to be the duty of all civi-
lised Governments to protect aboriginal
races from self-destruction by drink.
(b) It regards the proposal to with-
draw this protection from the King
Country Maoris as an inconsistent and
wholly unjustifiable abandonment, in
this particular, of the general policy of
protection that the Government of
New Zealand has hitherto adopted to-
wards them in this and other matters.
(c) It holds that to grant any form
of licenses in the district would be a
direct and dishonourable breach of
the agreement made in April, 1883, be.
tween the then Premier and the Maoris,
when permission was given for Euro
peans to enter the King Country and
construct a railway therein.

B. It urges Parliament to reject
the undermentioned proposals made in
the Licensing Acts Amendment Bill,
1900, viz.:—

1. To deprive the electors of the
power they now possess to determine
for themselves in each electorate
whether licenses shall, or shall not con-
tinue It holds that the provincial
districts are too unwieldy for the pur-
poses of such a poll, and devoid of
common interests; and that the con-
siderations which lead to the mainte-
nance of the electorates as licensing
districts should lead to their being re-
tained as local option districts.

2. To empower the Colonial Secre-
tary to grant licenses for the convenience
of tourists, regardless of the option vote.
It holds that the bestowal of such
power upon the Colonial Secretary in
volves the absolute repeal of the local
option poll, and would deprive licen-
sing committeesof their power of control.

3. To take a special vote by which
a bare majority of the electors of the

colony can determine on an extension
to six years of the term between the
submission of iocal option issues to the
voters, (tf). It regards this proposal
as wholly opposed to the principle of
the Referendum, inasmuch as it woul 1
enable whatever party might be for the
time being in a m ijority to disfranchise
themselves and their opponents. (6).
It urges that the result might be to
confer on the liquor monopolists of the
colony an extension of the unique
privilege they already enjoy in holding
a three years’tenure of licenses, instead
of the annual tenure which rules in all
other parts of the English-speaking
world, (c). It recognises that such an
extension of the term could only result
in strengthening the vested interests of
the liquor traffic, and in enabling it to
still further defy public control.

4. To take from the people the re-
duction vote without again conferring
on licensing committees the discretion
ary power to reduce. (The discretion-
ary power conferred on the committee
by the Act of 1881 was withdrawn in
1893, only because the question of re-
duction was then submitted to the
electors’ vote,).

C. It urges that such drastic
changes as are referred to in Clauses
Bi and B2 above should not be even
submitted to Parliament until the people
have considered and pronounced upon
thmi at the next general election, (ai
It reminds the representatives of the
people that 280,000 voters availe 1 them-
selves in December, 1899, of the powers
they possess to vote on the iocal option
issues in the electorates, and that no
public request has been made by any
of them for the substitution of provin-
cial option districts, (b). It urges
that the proposals objected to in these
resolutions are all distinc ly retrogres-
sive, and unworthy of the Parliament
and people of a colony that claims to
be in the van of Liberal legislation.

The Fence, or the Ambulance?

Twas a <langerou* cliff, as they freely con-
fessed,

Though to walk near its crest was so
pleasant;

But over its terrible elge there had slipped
A duke, and full many a peasant ;

So the people said something would have to
be done,

But their projects did not at all tally.
Some said, “ Put a fence round the edge of

the cliff; ”

Some, “ An ambulance down in the valley.’*

But the cry for theambulance carried the day,
For it spreid through the neighbouring

city;
A fence may bo useful or not, it is true.

But each heart became brimful of pity
For those who sli ped over that dangerous

cliff;
And 1he dwellers in highway and valley

Gave pounds or gave pence not to put up a
fence,

But an ambulance down iu the valley.

“ For the cliff is all right if you’re careful,
they said,

“ And if folks even slip and are dropp ng,
It isn’t the slipping that hurts them so much

As the shock down below —when they re
stopping !’

So, day after day, as these m.shaps occurred,
Guiek forth would these rescuers sally,

To pick up the victims who fell off the cliff
With their ambulance down in It e valley.

I'lieu an old sage remarked, “ It’s a marvel to
me

That people give far more attention
To repairing results than to stopping the

cause,
When they d much better aim at preven-

tion.
Let us stop at its .s >.iroe all this mischief,”

cried he,
“Gome, neighbours and friends, let us

rally!
ff the cliff we well fence we might almost

dispense
With the ambulance down in the valley.”

“ oh, he’s a fanatic! ' the others rejoined;
“ Dispense with the ambulance Never

He’d dispense with all charities, too, if he
could;

But no ! We’ll support them for ever!
Ar’u’t we picking folk up as fast as they fall

And shall this man dictate to us '1 Shall he ?

Why should people of sense stop to put up a
fence

While their ambulance works in the
valley ? ’ ’

But a sensib e few, who are practical too,
Will not bear with such nonsense much

longer;
rhey believe that prevention is better than

c ire,
And their party will s<.x»n !*» the stronger.

Eneourige them, then, w«th your purs*, voice
and pen.

And (while other philanthropists dally)
They will scorn all pretence, and put up a

stout fence
On the cliff that hangs over the valley.

• t • •

Better guide well the young than reclaim
them when old,

For the voice of true wisdom is calling:
•To rescue the fallen is good, hut tis best

To prevent other people from falling. ”

Better close up the source of temptation and
crime

Than deliver from dungeon or galley ;

BETTER IT T A STRONG FENCE R »UND
THE TOl* OF THE CLIFF

THAN AN AMBULAN E DOWN IN THE
VALLEY!

.Joseph Malins.
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At Convention and After.

Uy the time this issue of the White
Ribbon reaches some of our subscribers
the Annual Convention of the New
Zealand W.C.T.LJ. will have com-
menced its sixteenth session.

Although the detailed programme is
long and varied, the objects of Conven-
tion are only two. They are : To re-
ceive reports-to take stock-of what
has been done during the year, and to
form plans of future work. While the
record of the past year will be of in-
terest to the delegates, yet the most
important feature of the assembly must
necessarily be the plans formed for the
present year. No National Union in
the world is richer in power and oppor-
tunity than that of this colony. To a
very large extent women here have
placed in their hands the means to
effect a moral and social revolution.
The “ 1 )o Kverything ” policy laid down
tor the 1 nion by Frances Willard
affords opportunity for every kind of
gift that women possess. New Zealand
never had more need for earnest and
enthusiastic women workers. And vet

J

the numbers of those are sadly few.
How are they to be increased ? W hat
means can be devised to make every
nominal member of our Unions a
worker in some way or other ? And
having first set every member to some
work that she can do, how are our
members to be increased ? These are
questions that not Convention alone,
but every member of our Unions
should attempt to answer. We are at
the beginning of a new century, we are
laying the foundation of a new nation.
What that century will bring forth,
what that nation will become, must
largely depend on our use of our God*
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?rlmier Hardware Houst
o

LAMPS! LAMPS!

EXQUISITE DESIGNS

LATEST IMPROVEMENTS

REMARKABLY GOOD VALUE

INSPECTION INVITED

EDWARD REECE & SONS
113-123, COLONBO-ST., CHRISTCHURCH

PRESERVED FRUITS
AND

VEGETABLES.

Harden Gm*n Peas, preserved, gal. tins -
(i

i> (i •»

Asparagus, 2lb.tins ... ... 1 4
Tomatoes, 2 lb. tins ... ... U H
Pie Peaehes, gallon tins ... ... 1 8

Pie Apricots, gallon tins .. ... 1 8
Pie Gooseberries, gallon tins ... 11
Dried Apricots, per lb. ... ... O 9
New Prunes, per 1b.,6d or ... ... D 8
Seeded Raisins, per lb., 7d or ... 0 8
New Muscatels, per lb. ... ... 0 8

Just Landed i
Ham Cured Herrings, 1 doz. in tin
Real Yarmouth Bloaters, per tin ... 1 1
Gorgon/ala Cheese, per jar ... ♦> t>
Stilton cheese (English) per jar 6 0
Anchovies, in oil ... ... 1 4
Pate de fois Gras, large tin... ... 3 0

Is 8d “ Spring Leaves Tea ” now is (Id.
Is 10d “ Tittin Tea ” now Is Bd.
Is Gd “ Lotus Tea ” now Is 4d.

T. TAYLOR,
CASHEL-STREET,

CHRISTCHURCH.

LITERATURE for sale
MKS. IIVKKISON’ I,EE'S LEAFLETS—
A Kindiv Won! to Moderate Drinkers.
What is the W.c.T.U. ?

The First Miracle and Passover Wine
To Parents. To Workers. W .y We Work.
The Abominable Contagious Diseases Act.
Useful Book—Marriage and Heredity, Is.

The foregoing Ukl per 100, 7s 6d jwr 1000.

MRS. JOSEPHINE BUTLER’S STORM-
B*LL” for 1898—

Id for 10. For 1899. Is hi for 10.

AM ERICAN LITER ATU RE
Signal I ights (Leaflets), Nd per 100.
Department Leaflets, Narcotics, 8d per 100.
Timely Tulks, Kd jar 100.
The Huge Vat, 4d per 100.
The W ines of the Bible, 3d each.
Serving Children with Drink, l \d.
The Socialist Propaganda and the Drink

Difficulty, Id.
England Free and Sober, Id.

NATIONAL BOOKLETS—
Fair Play, packet of 10,6*1. l abour, Capital,

and Temperance, 6d.

HOME LEAFLETS—
Is 2d per packet of 12. Evangelistic Series

per packet of 10, fid.

BAND OF HOPE JUBILEE, lid each.
For Our Little Talk, Os tkl per 100 >. Naked

Lights, id each. The Alliance Budget, Id
each. Poverty, Its Cause and Cure, id each.
Ihe Medical •* ide of the Drink Question, by
Sir B. Richardson, I i 'each. Drink and<Time,
What the Judges Say, lid each. Book — lThe
Queen’s Daughters in India, Is 3d. Hook—
Hygiene, Is 3d. Look—Titus, by F. M.
Kingsley, 3s (id. Small Book—l he Royal Com-
mission on the Licensing Laws, 4d each.

Apply to Mas. HUGHES, N.Z. Literature
uperintendent. Mount Eden, Auckland.
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Mrs Schnaceenbebo, Grafton Road, Auckland

Corresponding Secretary:
Miss Barnett, Leeston, Canterbury.

Recording Secretary:
Mrs A. K. Atkinson, Arbury, Wadestown,

Wellington.
Treasurer :

Mrs Hill, Bluff Hill, Napier



given talents. We are proud of our
bright young country. We want it to
be free of the terrible evils that have
compassed older lands. Nightly in the
sky do we see the starry cross, the
symbol of unselfish love, of pure, heroic
work for others. Can we look up at

that bright beacon without resolving
that we, too, will work in the same
spirit as He Who pleased not Himself.

♦

April 9th and 24th.

By an Act which was passed last
session, and which is now come into
operation, a radical change has been
made in the government of our cities
and boroughs.

The qualification of electors has been
greatly broadened, so much so as to
include the greater part of the adult
male and female population of our
towns. The electoral list now includes
every freeholder, every one who pays
rates, and every one w ho pays a rent of
not less than ten pounds a year. And,

further, if a husband possesses any
of these qualifications, then his wife is
entitled to be on the electoral list.

That is to say, if a man owns a free-
hold in any of our boroughs, or pays
rates, or rents a cottage, or office, or
any other building, or part of a build-
ing, at a rental of not less than ten

pounds a year, then his wife may have
her name placed on the electoral list,
and vote at the election of the mayor
and councillors.

Practically,
Every Married Woman has a

Vote.
This is both a privilege and a respon-
sibility, and it is to be hoped that
women will use the power given into
their hands freely and wisely. The
powers conferred on Borough Councils
are great and varied Among them are

lighting, drainage, water-supply, fire
prevention, sanitation, prevention of
nuisances, inspection of milk and
dairies, the pulling down of unhealthy
dwellings, the prevention of over-crowd-
ing, erection of workers’ dwellings, the
beautifying of our towns by planting,
prov iding for recreation, the establishing
of technical s( bools, aidingmuseumsand
libraries, the prevention or regulation
of Sunday entertainments. The City
Councils and Boroughs have also much
to do with the management of hospitals
and charitable ai l. All these things
affect the health and morals of our
townspeople, and it is of the utmost
importance that our Mayors and Coun-
cillors should be men of good repute
and intelligence. It is to be feared that
many of our women are unaware of
their privi’eges, or are apathetic. Heie,
then is

Work for our Unions
and women’s societies that are in muni-
cipalities. If every such Union and
society would at once resolve itself into
a committee for the placing of women’s
names on the rolls much might be done
at the elections that are close at hand.
The time is short, for the electoral lists
will be closed on the 9th or ioth of
April, and the election of the Mayor
and all the Councillors is to be held on
April 24th. If prompt action be taken
to use these new powers, a mighty
influence for good may be exerted.

First get women’s names on the rolls
of the cities and boroughs, and then
urge them to vote for men who are
worthy of trust.

+

Our Illustration.
Convention this year is to be the

guest of the Wellington Union, and we
have great pleasure in presenting to our
readers a portrait of its President. Mrs
Thomas Kirk is one of the Vice- Presi-
dents of the New Zealand W.C.T.U.,

and for the last seven years has been
President of the Wellington Branch
having, as she herself said when being
re-electe 1 this year, “ served an appren-
ticeship to the office.’ Her kindly
disposition and unobtrusive piety have
won for her the loving regard of those
with whom she is associated, and we
are indebted to her for the gift of Mrs
Atkinson, who has been our New Zea-
land Recording Secretary for so many
years.

♦

IMPORTANT TO UNIONS.

In order to prevent disappointment,
it is imperative that orders for copies of
Convention number should be in the
Business Manager’s hands by the 10th
of April.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
English Visitors. Some of the

women-woikers of the South Island
hav' had the pleasure of meeting with
Mrs Martinda e nf Church House,
Lancaster Road, Brighton, England,
who, with her two daughters, is at
present on a tour round the world.
Mrs Martindale is an ardent suffragist,
and has been in touch with the women
leaders and workers in the Mother
Country Lady Carlisle, Lady Aber-
deen, Lady Henry Somerset, and others

she herself being actively engaged in
promoting women’s interests in several
directions. She took part in the recent
Women’s International Congress in
1899, an d presided ai the meeting of
the Congress, in St. James Hall, for
the discussion of the “ Scientific Train-
ing of Domestic Servants” She is
gathering as much information as pos-
sible regarding the status and work of
women in the colonies, and especially
in New Zealand, where the women
have gained the parliamentary vote.
Mrs Martindale*s elder daughter is a
fully-qualified physician, and is eager
to learn all about cur hospitals and to
meet with our lady doctors. Her
younger daughter has been engaged in
inspecting boarded-out children in Eng-
land, and is now interesting herself in
the methods adopted in the colonies for
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the protection and education of poor
and neglected children. I nfortunately,
the stay of these ladies in out colony is
short. '1 hey paid a brief visit to Dune-
din. and are at present in Canterbury.
Next week they leave for Wellington
and Auckland, from whence they will
travel by the San Francisco Mail boat,
which siils from Auckland on the 13th
April.

Women’s National Council.
The sixth meeting of this Council will
be held in Wanganui early in May.
dhe subjects of papers and addresses
promised are as follows: —“Parental
Responsibility,” “ Illegitimacy,” “ edu-
cation,” “ Ihe Kindergarten, ’ “ Some
Defects in our Primary School Sys-
tem,” “ Idle Duty of the S’ate towards
its Neglected Children,” “ Kfleet of
Literature on the Education of a Race,”
“Temperance,’ ‘'Some Utopian Ideas
on the Domestic Servant Question,”
“Party Government,” “Hygiene,”
“ Food Reform,” “ The Broadening of
Women s Outlook.”

A Mistake.—We hear that the Man-
chester Women’s Temperance Associa-
tion has declined a bequest of /Too
from a brewer. This, in our opinion,
was a great mistake. Why should not
the brewer help to alleviate some of the
misery that iie caused by the sale ot his
beer ?

Peace and Arbitration.—England
has appointed her four representatives
to the Permanent International Court
of Arbitration at the Hague.

Treating Soldiers.—From the In-
ternational Press Agency we learn that
“ the Worcestershire County Council
has resolved to placard the county with
the Commander -in - Chief’s appeal
against treating home-coming soldiers
with intoxicants.” We wish that this
example might be followed in New
Zealand.

SOME POINTS
of the

Argument for the Removal of

Women’s Disabilities.

The essential spirit of true civiliza
tion is to render justice and fair-play
and an equality of opportunity to every
member of the community. It is, in
fact, the application of the Golden
Rule to the affairs of our civic life.

The non recognition of this Rule
leads to injustice and to dissension ; it
erects barriers where none should ex
ist ; it allows Might to rule instead of
Right, and inflicts hardships on large
sections of the community.

By the retention of their disabilities
the women of New Zealand are practi-
cally regarded as being unfit or un-
worthy to p ssess the same privileges
that are enjoyed by all other citizens.

During the earlier years of life, little
distinction is made by law between the
sexes. They are educated in the same
primary schools, they ate required to
pass the same standards. There are
High Schools for girls, and young
women are admitted under the same
tests and examinations as young men.
If women wish to become school
teachers they have to obtain the same
certificates as men, and when engaged
in teaching, their work is gauged by the
same standards. The law, therefore,
admits that there is an equality of
intelligence and brain in both sexes.

But when school days are over, our
law at once begins to assign to women
an infeiior position. By the Masters
and Apprentices Act, and at least one
of our later Factory laws, girls are to
he paid lower wages than lx>ys. If
they are school teachers, they are paid
about half the sum that is paid to men
for doing precisely the same work.
And the spirit of inequality warranted
by law has been adopted as a guiding
principle. There is, perhaps, no avo-
cation in which both men and women
are engaged in which women are not
paid a much low’er wage then men.

Then, while every man is free to
engage in any occupation that is honest,
and to till any position of trust or
honour to which duty may call him, or
taste and ability incline him, women
are prohibited from enjoying the same
freedom.

If women wish to be helpful to their
sisters in prison, they are not allowed
the powers that would be given to
them if they were men.

If a woman has married a helpless,
incompetent man (and there are many
who have), and finds herself compelled
to earn the living for herself and
family (and there are many who do),
she may not enter into partnership,
even with another woman, without

the consent 01 the man whom sire is
supporting.

If she has children, for whom, to
bring into the world, she has endan-
gered her life, and to benefit whom
she would gladly endanger it again,
she is not by law their guardian.
They are called by her husband’s
name, and he alone has power to
dispose of their future.

But if she has a child born out of
wedlock, then it must bear her name,
and not its father’s, and she is held to
be solely accountable for its wellare.

These are only some of the ine-
qualities between men and women.
And they are sanctioned by our laws,
which have been made by men, and
which deliberately impose disabilities
on women as if tney were an inferior
race.

Ihe disabilities which have been
wrongfully imposed on women are a
degradation to us as a free people,
they are dishonouring to the woman-
hood ot the colony, they set a bad
standard for our boys, and are an in-
justice to our girls. No nation can be
truly free which does not grant free-
dom to all its citizens ; no people can
be truly good which does not honour
its women. The shameful C.D. Acts
are an example of the evil that may
arise through the disabilities of women.
Had women been on a legal equality
with men, these evil Acts, which are
so degrading to our manhood and dis-
honouring to our womanhood, would
never have been passed.

But it may be objected, “ If the dis-
abilities of women are removed, we
might have women sitting in Parlia-
ment ! ” That is quite true, and under
our present law’s we might have Ger-
mans, or Chinese, or Negroes sitting
in Parliament if the electors choose to
send them there.

There are thoughtful men who think
it might be a benefit to the State if
we had the assistance of women in
making our laws. John Ballance, one
of the clearest-brained of our states-
men, was one of ihese, and, as Premier,
asked, “ Why, if we had women capa-
ble of sitting in the Councils of the
country and legislating, they should noi
be admitted to Parliament ? ” No
answer was given to that question,
and it still remains unanswered.
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But while there would he that dread-
ful possibility if we make our women
as free as we do a Chinaman who be-
comes naturalized, there is not likely
to be any immediate danger. South
Australia made its women eligible for
Parliament some years ago, and we have
not heard of any woman ever offering
h( rself as a candidate for Parliament.
And, in any case, the matter can be
safely left to the electors, the majority
of whom are men.

Sixteenth Annual Convention of
the New Zealand Women's
Christian Temperance Union,
to be held in Wellington, 1901.

Wednesday, March 2oth.

3 p.m.—Reception Meeting in Baptist
Schoolroom, Yivian-street (be-
hind the church).

Thursday, March 2isr.

W.C.T.U. Rooms, Constable-street,
Newtown.

9.30 a.m —Prayer Meeting (led by the
President).

10 a.m.—Convention.
Appointment of Committees on

Courtesies.
Resolutions.
President’s Address.
Treasurer’s Report.

12.—Noontide Hour.
Afternoon Session.

2.1 s p.m.-Corresponding Secretary’s
Report.

3.30 p.m.—Address by Miss Powell,
“ My Trip to England.”

5 p.m. —Adjournment.
Friday, March 22nd.

9.30 a.m.—Prayer Meeting.
10 a.m. Convention.

Reports of Departments of—
Evangelistic Work.
Honu. Meetings.
Juvenile Work and Medal

Contests.
Educational Meetings.
Sabbath Observance and Sun-

day Trading.
Missionary Work.
Work Among Young People.
Hygiene and Pood Reform,
Maori W ork.
Scientific Temperance Instruc-

tion.
Unfermented Wine.
Press W ork.

Report of Committee on Reso-
lutions.

12. - Noontide Hour.
Afternoon Session.

2.13 p m.—Reports of Departments of
Mothers’ Meetings.
Social Purity and Rescue

Work.
Bible in Schools.
Narcotics.
Sailors’ Rests.

3 p.m. Paper, “ Public IP alth Acts,’
by Mrs Sheppard.

4 p.m. —Paper, “Some Indirect Me-
thods of Temperance Reform,”
by Mrs Allen, LL. B. Sc.

3 p.m. - Adjournment.
PUBLIC MEETING,

Friday Evening, at 8 p.m.

Place to be announced.

Monday, March 25TH.
9.30 a.m. - Prayer Meeting.
10 a.m. Convention.

Reports of 1 )epartments of—
Peace and Arbitration.
Literature.
Relief W ork.
Legal and Parliamentary.
Prison Reform.

Resolutions.
11 a.m.—Election of Officers.

Election of Superintendents.
Unfinished business.

Note. —AM business meetings will
be held in the W .C.T.U. Girls’ Asso-
ciation Rooms, Constable-street, New-
town.

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
o

We have received the following
letter ftom Miss Gordon, Miss Willard’s
companion and helper for so many
years. Miss Gordon still continues
her work as one of the Hon. Secretaries

I of the World* W. C. T. U.,andwi
are glad to publish her loving message
to our White Ribboners :

Rest Cottage,
Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A.

nth Jan., 1901.
My dear Comrades,—My heart goes

out to all White Ribboners at this
holiday time in gratitude and good-will,
and from the home of the beloved

Founder of the W orld’s W. C. T. U.
I send you a message of affectionate
greeting, not only for the New Year,
but for the new century, bright with its
blessed possibilities for the advance-
ment of the principles and plans of our
world-wide organisation.

Mrs Stevens, Vice President-at Large
of the Worlds W. C. T. U., and Pre-
sident of our own Society in the U.S.A ,

is my guest for a few weeks at Rest
Cottage. We have just come from
Washington, D. C., our capital city
where the National W . C. L U. has
held a most successful Annual Conven-
tion, with the largest number of dele-
gates and reporting the largest increase
in paid membership in any year in the
history of our organisation. There is
a vitality in the work everywhere, a
coming in of young women to positions
of trust and responsibility, a growing
unity and -sprit de corpg, for all of
which we thank God and take courage.

The presence of such a host of
White Ribboners in Washington while
our National Congress was in Stssion,
was strongly felt, and we were greatly
pleased that during the week of our
Convention the House of Representa-
tives passed with a splendid majority
an Amendment to the Army Bill pro-
hibiting the sale of liquor to soldiers
in the Army Canteen We are now
making every endeavour to convince
the Senators that the people desire this
provision to pass the Senate, and should
the Bilk pass both branches of our Con-
gress we know that the Extcutive will
enforce its provisions.

The outlook for the woik of the
W C. T. U., in this country in its
organisation, and in the Preventive,
Educational, Social, Evangelistic and
Legal 1 ~e-, is wonderfully promising.
We are planning to send . ut more than
twenty National Organisers, and with
Miss Clara Parrish at home again to
inspire the young women, we hope thty
will be able to double their member-
ship in many States.

1 Hope soon to write you again more
at length concerning several subjects
of vital interest to the World’s
W. C. T U. Let us make this New
Year tell grandly in the progress of
our blessed Wi rk, remembering ever
lovingly and • gratefully the sainted
Founder of our Organisation, and
rallying closely around our beloved
President, Lady Henry Somerset. Mrs
Stevens joins me in affectionate New
Year greetings.—Yoursin sacred bonds,

Anna A. Gordon.
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"The Indifference of Women."

In an article under the above title,
published in the Boston Woman’s Journal
of February 9th, 1901, some truths are
set forth which might apply to some of
our New Zealand women equally with
our American sisters, for whom they
were especially written. Having been
so long enfranchised, it might have
been supposed that our New Zealand
women would have seen that the re-
moval of all artificial disabilities would
necessarily follow. The recent circula-
tion of the petition to Parliament has
shown that this is not so. There are
women even in our Union who are as
apathetic and indifferent to the removal
of disabilities which hamper the useful-
ness of women as are the women re-
ferred to in the article from which we
(piote. Especially is this indifference
to be found among women who have
profited by the struggles of the early
pioneers of the emancipation move-
ment. To these, and to all ethers whom
the cap may fit, we commend the follow-
ing extract:—

“ It is a simple historical fact that
every improvement thus far made in
the condition of women has been made,
not in response to a demand of the
majority, but in consequence of the
arguments, entreaties, and ‘ continual
coming* of a persistent few. Every
phase of progress in succession has had
to contend with the indifference of the
majority of women, and ofttn with
active opposition from some of them.

“ When a man in Saco, Me., first
employed a saleswoman the men boy
otted his ston , and the women re-
monstrated earnestly :ith him on the
sin of which he was guilty in placing a
young woman in a position of such
* publicity ’ as behind a counter. When
Lucy Stone tried to secure for married
women the right to their own property,
women asked with scorn, ‘Do you
think I would give myself where I
would not give my property ; ’ When
Elizabeth Blackwell began to study
medicine, the women at her boarding
house refused to speak to her, am
women passing her on the streets held
their skirts aside so as not to touch
her. Mary Lyon’s first efforts for the
higher education of women were re-
ceived with infinite ridicule, not only
by the mass of men. but by the mass of
women as well.

“In 1*hi stern countries, where women
are shut up in zenanas, and forbidden
to walk the streets unveiled, the women
themselves are among the strongest

upholders of these ridiculous restric-
tions, which they have been taught to
think add to their dignity. The Chinese
lady is as proud of her small feet as any
American remonstrant is of her politi-
cal disabilities. Pundita Kamabai tells
us tli.it the idea of education for girls,
is so unpopular with the majority of
I lindoo women, that when a progressive
Hindoo proposes to educate his little
daughter it is not uncommon for the
women of his family to threaten to
drown themselves.

“ George William Curtis said : -
‘ The

assertion that when a majority of
women ask for equal political rights
they will be granted, is a confession
that there is no conclusive reason
against their sharing them. And, it that
be so, how can their admission right-
ully depend upon the majority ? \\ hy
should the woman who does not care
to vote prevent the voting of her neigh-
bour who does ? Why should a hundred
girls who are content to be dolls and do
what Mrs Grundy expects prejudice
the choice of a single one who wishes
to be a woman and do what her con-
science requires ?’

“ Many changes for the better have
been made in legislation with regard to
married women’s property rights, etc.

k< How has this work been accom-
plished ? By the steady growth of
public opinion, promoted and aided in
a very great degree, if not entirely
created, by the labour of the suffragists.
I may add that, when the suffragists
first beg m to move, the prejudice
against altering the status of wives,
and giving women the public offices
into which they have since been intro
duced, was stronger than that which
now resists granting them the ballot.’”

♦

Criminology Society of
Victoria.

A resume of the work of this Society
was recently given by Mr Macgeorge,
the Honorary Secretary, from which
we cull the following interesting infor-
mation :

“ The one important event there is
10 chronicle is that after considerable
preparation a largely attended deputa-
tion waited on the then Premier, Mr
McLean, on the 12th September last,
and asked him to appoint a Royal
Commission to enquire into the penal
system of Victoria, on the following
grounds:—

“ 1.—That the principle of the present
penal system is out of harmony with
modern sentiment.

“ 2. —That, in the interests of both
the State and the criminal, the present
system should be so amended as to
make the reform of the criminal the
primary object in view.

“ 3 —That the modern study of crimi-
nology and the expet ience of other coun-
tries prove that the newer methods can
be, and have been, made highly suc-
<« ssful in protecting s >ciety and reform-
ing the criminal.

“ 4. That the present system tends
io create criminals, and is, from an eco-
nomic point of view, was eful and bur-
densome to the taxp lyer.

“ 1 he Premier promised this should
be recommended to the House either
at once, or at the latest on the return
of Captain Emails from his ex limitation
of the systems of other countries. The
Council will, it is to be presumed, urge
the fulfilment of this promise on the
present Ministry.

“ The Society has opened correspon-
ilence wit!) the Elmira State Reforma-
tory, New York ; the Humanitarian
League, London; the Howard Asso-
ciation, London; with Captain Nieten-
stein, tlie Comptroller of Prisons of
New South Wales; the New Zealand
Comptroller ; and with the kindred
Society in Adelaide, from all of whom
much most valuable literature has been
received ''—Australian He. aid.

♦

The London County Council And
Women Sanitary Inspectors.

At the weekly meeting of the London
Countv Council, on November 20, the
Public Health Committee recommended
1 hat a letter should be addressed to the
Local Government Board, expressing
the Council's willingness to pay half the
sal.l ies of femde sanitary inspectors,
wlio, in addition to their other duties,
would use such opportunities as pre-
sented themselves of inculcating habits
o cleanliness and tl>e best methods of
u ilising food Mr Verney spoke
strongly in f vour of the proposal to
utilise the services of women for these
purposes. It was a mo.ernent that
would do a great deal of go M ftt the
homes ( f the poor. The work of wo-
men in this irection had been utilised
by many of the great provincial towns
with every success.

Lord Meath thought that a great
many of the evils connected with over-
crowding might be overcome through
the work of women visiting the homes
of the poor.

I he recommendation was adopted.—
Enulishu ’Oman's Review.
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THE HOME.
“There is No Death.”

“ Lord, if Thou hadst been here,
my brother had not died.” How
often is this despairing cry in the
hearts, if not on the lips of those
who have been bereft of a near
and dear one. Hut this is the
word of the unbeliever, for “ Lo, 1 am
with you always,” is the promise which
most of us ar * in danger of forgetting.
The redeeming spirit is ever present
within each one of us, and it tarries for
a recognition of its God like powers, and
when we listen to the still small \oice
of its guiding we shall no longer grope
in the darkness of doubt and despair.
Death for us will lose its terrors. Nay
more, it shall be swallowed up in vic-

tory, for we shall know that death is but
birth into a new and higher life.

The spirit that has animated die
body cannot fade and pass ever as a
shadow passeth It is deathless in its
essence. Therefore, let us put off our
trappings of woe when our beloved ones
go forward; let us cheer their passing
with songs in praise of the life that
comes from God, lives here with (iod,
and ninths to G d.

Let us believe that this world is a
spiritual world, that Love ever beats
at the heart of things, and that each
soul meets just those experiences which
Infinite Love wills is best for him to
meet.

But this view of things will not pre-
vent us from doing our best to keep our
beloved ones in the flesh with us. I nder

present prevailing methods of treat-
ment for disease it seems, indeed, that
many a useful life is ended here by the
very means that are supposed to help
and strengthen the body.

Typhoid Fever.
Typhoid fever has been very preva

lent in Christchurch during the last
months, and strange modes, truly, are
used in treating the sufferer. To take
a typical case. The patient is put in a

darkened room, drugs are administered,
brandy is given as a food, and morphia
is injected to induce sleep; against
every particular of which procedure
common sense cries aloud.

The patient should have the most
cheerful room in the house, where the
sun shines longest, the windows should
be opened wide for the admission of
God’s air and sun, and if the light tries
the patient’s eyes the bed should be so
arranged that the light does not fall
directly on the sight. Then further
natural means which bring thoughts of
strength, and comfort, and healing to
both nurse and patient, should be
adopted.

The fever runs high and there is great
pain. At such a time follow the ad-
vice of one of the noblest souls of the
nineteenth century, Professor Kiik of
Edinburgh, of whom it may also be
said, “ He went about doing good.”

Apply cloths wrung out of cold
water ;.nd vinegar to the head, neck and
chest, spine, and abdomen of the
sufferer, and see that the*feet and legs
are kept warm and comfortable by
placing, if necessary, a hot water bag
covered with a damp cloth, to the feet.
As fast as the towels grow hot, cool
them in the water ard apply gently
again, at the same time carefully pro-
tecting the bed. If the fever perseveres
the nurse must persevere also and must

continue the application till the heat is
reduced and the temperature is normal.
If the patient has no desire for food,
give nothing but sips of cold water with
a little acetic acid in it or lemon and
water. Probably the efforts to reduce
the fever will have to be continued
several hours, but in the end steady per-
sistence wins.

Next day there may be a recurrence
of the symptoms. Now vary the treat-
ment by preparing a comfortably hot
bath into which pour some barilla soap
lather. Lave the patient well with the
warm, soapy water, and then take a jug
and douche thoroughly the spine, the
neck, and chest, and the abdomen.
After the warm bath let the patient sit
in a sitz bath of cold water with the
feet in a basin of warm water, and well
cool the body in the bath. After gently
rubbing and drying the patient sponge
well over with vinegar and water. An
injection of cold water will also
materially help the sufferer. If there
is pain in the head, keep it packed with
cold cloths, which should be renewed as
soon as they become uncomfortably
warm.

This sort of treatment should be con-
tinued each day till all signs of fever are

gone. If people would but follow these
simple directions, how much pain they
could relieve and how self-reliant they
might become. Moreover, as there is
no such thing as standing still in
nature, those who do not despise the
“ day of small things ” find that they
“ go from strength to strength,” until at
length wherever they go, their very
presence is magnetic and healing.-A. \\ .

lUlf-a-crown a year will procure you a copy
of the White Ribbon, poste 1 direct, and you
will thus he kept in touch with a large section
of the thoughtful women of the colony.

THE WHITE RIBBON. 11

BEATH’S

BEATH’S

BEATH’S

BEATH’S

Men’s Kaiapoi Tweed Suita...
Boy’s and Men’s Straw Hats...
Suits to measure
Trousers to measure
Men’s Merino Singlets
Leather and Cotton Shirting...
Ginghams, Blue, and Grey. ...

Choice Curtain Muslin
Black Lustres, the Dress

11 only French Novelty Robes •>** * n w It* <5

Blck Check Grenadines, the Dress 41* 6 for 19 *5

2-1/9 for 19 11
4/6 for 1 -

Oil - for 60 -

19/6 for 14 6
2 6 for 1/3
-/71 now -4$
-/HJ now - 4}

1 9 now - 111
9 6 now 6/11

SALE

SALE

SALE

SALE

Squire and Detachable Cuffs and Collars
-/Hi each now 4 for l/«

Hem Stiched Hanks. - 6 each now 1 3 half do/
White Suede Gloves Reduced to 1/11
Ladies Lovely Fancy Bows ... 4/11 for 10

Plain & Fey. Millinry Ribbons 1 3 for -4j
La-lies’Silk Mantles ... 49 6 for 35-
Print Under Skirts ... 2/11 fori 111
Childs Silk Hats and I'arns ... 5 0 for 111
Speckl d Galateas ... 1/3 for -/9
Kirby Popular Corsets ... 711 for 4 0

Bonners, Navy and Black ... 7 0 for 511

NOW ON.

NOW ON.

NOW ON.

NOW ON.

BARGAINS
BARGAINS

np m ij o s Cashel treet
fcsfcr\ * ■» Qd Christchurch.

BARGAINS
BARGAINS
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THE WHITE RIBBON.

W. STRANGE AND CO’S
• • Great + Cash + Emporium

IS THE BEST FOR EVERYTHING FOR

PKKWOXAL 1\lt !MM!Ki:ilOUt HSf;
■■i. IT OHS TO CHRISTCHURCH cannot fail to be impressed with the En rmous1 I Stocks we show in every section of our Great Warehouse and Show-roomsV

1 ' V .NI i. I MA K INC, In all thkik branches indek the -MOST SKILFUL MANAGEMENT
WEDDING OUTFITS A SPECIALITY.

pi.kasf write for samples, which will be sent from any department, post paid to any purr 01
THE COLONY.

VICTORIA HOUSE, CHRISTCHURCH.
J. T, BROWN & SON

;T]MBER
AND

COAL MERCHANTS

CORNER COLOMBO & TIM STS.,
P.O. BOX 306. Telephone No. 72.

CHARLES RAY
(Late Foreman, Waller

, Myhre y Co.)

‘ACME’ CYCLE WORKS
NEXT TRAM WAT CO*F WORKS

Worcester* Street, Christchurch,
Engineer & Cycle Manufacturer

English , American , & Colonial
Cycles repaired u iih despatch.

Atfent for Dayton and Niagara.

PRACTICAL WORK MANSHII*
REASONABLE CHARGES

TAYLOR & OAKLEY,
SANITARY PLUMBERS, VENTILATING

ENGINEERS, TINSMITHS, BRASS-
FOUNDERS, Etc.

Agbntk and Manufacturers op
BOYLE'S LATEST-IMPROVED

Ventilating Appliances.
CA'J lIKDHAL GLASS I KADLIGHTs

MADE TO DESIGN
(Or ue c an forward Pattern Sheets for selection

of suitable lights).
Imfokteks OF—

Plumbers’, Gasfitters’, Engineers’, and
Tinsmiths’ Requirements.

Enquiries from the Trade solicited.
23 TUAM-ST. WEST, CHRIS I C HURCH.

" CUR FEDERATION.”
OFFICIAL Organ of the WOMA N’S CHRIS-

TIAN TEMPERANCE UNION of AUS-
TRALASIA (Editor: Mrs E. \V. Nicholls).

Bright, Interesting, Instructive,
Non-Sectarian.

Advocate's Woman’s Franchise, Purity, Total
Abstinence, Prohibition.

Price, Is 6d per annum, post free. Order
from Vise Lockwood, Whinham Street, Fitz-
roy, Ovingham, South Australia.

The “ White Ribbon ”

is published on or about the 15th of eachmonth, and is forwarded, post free to any pc.tt
of the Colony for

2s 6d per annum
It is the property of the New ZealandNN omen’s Christian Temperance Union, amiaims to le not only Representative of theUnion, but also of

EVERT SOCIETY OF WOMEN,
which has for its object
THE UPLIFTING of HUMANITY
The White Ribbon is the only Women's1 Ai'EK in the colony. It is edited, w’ritten
for, and published t»y a staff of women, eachmember of which gives her services gratuitouslyprofit that may be made will be devotedto enlarging or improving the paper.

\ olunteers are wanted to push the White
Ribbon.

Any information will Ik* given on application
to the Office,

2<»l, HKREi ORI) - STREET, Christchurch

GEORGE & KERSLEY.
THE ECONOMIC.

A ( I.hVER WOMAN profit* by the exjieri nee ofothers, and hundred* of women are saying that
“ The LINDA " Kid Glovei*the Be>t A alueanj \ here for Half-a-nvwn post, ldextra.

AN ELLINGTON AND \\ ANGANUI.
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