
knowing from sad **xp**ri>'nece the evils on
every side—having been themselves their vic-
tims— who will n »t, will not des'roy the ev.is
that are throttling their sons.

Is it any wondt r that man’s l»elief in physi-
cal necessity grows stronger with each genera-
tion, induced by th »

“ d >wnward direction of
Creative fore** through the unregulated de-
s res,” and through ignoraiceof the lasting
and tar-reaching effects of indulgence in sen-
suality ? Is it any wonder that fatherhood is
nibbed of its divinity and is only an incident
to him ; that marriage is so often esteemed

•a jest and lightlv entered into as only a
licensed avenue for unbridled lus* ? Ts it any
wonder that the r spon*ibility ot’ children is
Hirust upon unwilling mothers and childho »d
robbed of its first birthright—the G*>d-given
right to be welcome and well born ?

Thousands of unwelcome childien are born
every year—children conceived in sin and
shapen in iniquity—both in and cult of wed-
lock. Often they are the f nit of a drunken
father’s ungovernable passion. In one case
“of three children horn of a drunken fa'her,
one ha i the rickets, the second was the vic-
tim of melancholia, an 1 had violent insane *»t-
ticks, the third was a megaecphaluus idiot.”

It is said that five thousand little babes are
b.»rn every month in tno United States having
n »legal father—five thousind deserted mothers
a d little homeless Ini *es, sixty thousandfather-
less children a year ! Of these thousands of uu-
w inted children, it is only the mother of an
il egitimale child w t ose claim to her child is
absolute— the father in this case wanting no
claim, has none. In unn< of the States to-
diy, and in all of ti.em until recent years, the
lawfully born chill belongs to the father, the
law giving him the light to will away, to
si rangers, his unborn child.

Let the women who have all the rights they
want, never foiget that the repeal of these un-
just laws and the e jual right to their own
children which the law now gives them, in

me of the States, have been made possible by
tae uprising and the agitition of women in the
last ft rtyy«ais. Let our women not forget,
abo, that what is needed now, in Texas, is a
law making the father responsible for the sup-
port of his illegitimate child ; a duty that has
1 ug been shirked and laid upon the mother,
who alone is made to suffer for the sins of two.
l et the women of Texas nsver rest until this
just law is obtained.

How can the divinity of f itherhood be im-
pressed upon the f ithe -s of the future, for it

is to them we must look, if there is to be a
higher standari ?

First—Let our hoys an! girls be equally
trained for parenthood, and taught that an
epial responsibility rests upon both father and

I mother.
Second—Never excuse in a boy what you

would not in a girl. In the home the double
stand ird of morality is started, and here is
where it should be stopped.

Third Let the office of fatherhood be glori-
fied by our sons !>eirg taught from a pure
mother’s lips its sacred trust. Let mothers
teach the boys the sacredness of their bodies,
the terrible and lasting effects of secret habits,
and tin* purity of the sex relation as God in-
tended it. The physical director of a Young
Men’s Christian Association told me that of one
hundred fif y-six hoys examined, only thirteen
were found to he virtuous. These one hundred
forty three boys were the sons of the best
families in the city, and *1) under sixteen
years of age. Think what this means ! Yet if
the majori y of the mothers ot these b >ys were
told the truth tin y would not believe it.

Fourth Let them be taught that the birth
chamber, where is settling down upon two
souls the great responsibility of pirenthood—-
a responsibility that must be accounted for at
the judgment day—that the birth chamber,
where a soul is coming into life rather than
the death chamber, when* a soul is going out
of lift*, is the most solemn and sacred of all
places.

Fifth—L t it be thoroughly impressel upon
the mind of every boy and man that some day
he will have to answer at the judgment bar ot
God tin* question, “ Where is thy child, the
immortal soul entrusted to thy keeping r”—
regardless of w’ho was the mother, regardless
of whether she was white or black, pure or im-
pure, wife or mistress.

Sixth—Above all the wife must be the sole
owner of her body, and husbands ask as a
favour what they now demand as a right.

Let us remember that the “ people perish
for lack <>f kn iwledge ” in these days so near
the Twentieth century, as surely as in the
days when the prophets walked the earth.

Let us not forget that while the mijonty of
men do not recognize the divinity of father*

. hood, then* is a minority who believe there is
no sex in God’s laws ; who believe in a w ife’s
ownership of h*rself ; who keep their bodies
under ; who realize the responsibility and
divinity of fatherhood, and who “ live up to
their best and not down to their worst.” For

such men, let us thank God and take courage.
Upon woman devolves the work of teaching

that fatherhood is divine. A heavy responsi-
bility rests upon women f>r having tor cen-
turies permitted and encouraged the double
standard of virtue t»v receiving int » their
homes and heirtsa fallen man. while closing
the door on a fallen woman ; for having coun-
tenanced legal prostitution by selling them-
selves in wedlock f ir a home and to be sup-
ported ; for having permitted men who are
slaves to the tobicco, cigarette and drink habit
to become fathers to their children.

While we know the economic dependence of
woman has led to this deplorable state of af-
fairs, still this does not less#;i the responsibility
of awakened womanhood. It docs not change
the fact that parenthood and womanhood have
been cheapene 1 by the ignorance, indifference
and criminal neglect of woman herself.

“ She who may
On her own sweet self set her price,

Knowing he can not choose but pay—
How has she cheapened I’aradise !

How given for naught her priceless gilt.
How spoiled the bread and spilled the wine,

Which spent with due respective thrift
Had made brutes men and men divine !’»

This is a severe c .arge against *»ur sex, but
we cannot forget that every impure man is the
son of some mother. Even if tht* mother did
her full duty, she failed < lily because her
teaching was counteracted by some woman s

pernicious influence. Man and woman rise and
fall together, neither ever fell without the aid
of the other.

The ideas presented here for the elevation of
fatherhood are not Utopian, to j strain* d and
far-reaching to be practical. All ideas that
will add to the happiness and betterment ot
mankind should he aimed at and striven for,
and, if never attained, the standard ot life will
at least he raised, all life will be held more
sacred, our homes and the marital relations
purified. Upon the santioty and purity of the
homes depend the real life of the nation.

If you forget all ebe 1 have said to-day, r*-
inember one thing, carry it to your home and
teach it to your children and to your child-
ren’s children, that the grandeur of mothei-
hood depends upon the purity of fatherhood.

Only when this is pure, to the question, “ Is
it well with thee ? Is it well with thy hus-
band ? Is it well with thy child ?” can the
ai »ther truthfully and joyfully reply, “ It is
well.”

TUB WHITE KimtOW 11

EJEATH &CO. have just opened up
CHARMING* MANTLES, 14s 9J, 21s, 355, 42s
washing c )§tumks (ct and skt.), ir>s <>d, is* <>d, 22* <>d
I \\\ N PIQUE Bill KJSE C >BTU KES, 24a 9d
WHITE PIQUE BLOUSE COSTUMES, 19a lid. 228 fid, 25s «d
BLACK and WHITE STRIPED DRILL COSTUMES. 2_\s 6d
WHITE PIQUE COSTUME SKIRTS. Ms lid. 1 »s lid. 14a 6d
HOLLAND COSTUME SKIRTS, 7s lid, h>s lid

BEATH & CO.,

STRIPED DRILL COSTUME SKIRTS. Us lid
BEKOE C KIT ME SKIRTS (Sm sad Blk). 8a 6d, lOa 9d, l la 'id
BLACK LUSTRE COSTUME SKIRTS, 10a 9d. ll» 9ii, 12a 9d
BL( >USKS. lovely assortment, 2s 1 Id to 27s 6d
LADIES'* MODEL" HATS nd B INNETS, charming variety
WASHING* SUN H ATS and BONNETS, Infants’ Millinery

WHITE SKIRTS. PELLISSKS, COSSETS A UNDERCLOTHING

Christchurch.


