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The National Council of the
Women of New Zealand.

The Fifth Annual Session of the
National Council of the Women of
New Zealand was opened in the btau-
tiful Council Chamber in the Town
Hall, Dunedin, on May 3rd.

With kindly courtesy, the Mayor, Mr
Chisholm, and Councillors had placed
at the disposal of the ladies the cham-
ber, with desks and mayoral chair, and
also a pleasant ante-room to serve as
cloak room. The chamber is lofty,
with a handsome ceiling, and is warmed
through the day by an open fire. At
night the splendid gas light gives the
room a brilliant effect. The Dunedin
ladies provided exquisite chrysanthe-
mums and autumn foliage for desk and
table decorations.

At 3 p.m. the Council met in com-
mittee, when the following officers and
delegates were present :—Mrs Shep-
pard (president), Christchurch ; Mrs
Sievwright (vice-president), Gisborne ;

Mrs Williamson (treasurer), Wanga-
nui; Mrs Wells (secretary), Christ-
church; Miss Roberts (Christchurch)’
of the New Zealand W.C.T.U.; Ensign
Sparks, social branch of the Salvation
Army; Mrs Williams, Women’s Poli-
tical League, Auckland ("proxy dele-
gate, pending Miss Sheriff-Bain’s ar-
rival) ; Mrs Bullock, of the Women’s
Political League, Wanganui ; Mrs
Biake, of the Canterbury Women’s

Institute; Miss C. Henderson, 8.A.»
of the Progressive Liberal Association
of Christchurch ; Miss Whitehorn, of
the Tailoresses’ Union, Dunedin ; and
Mrs Tasker, of the Democratic Union
Wellington.

A proxy delegate was nominated to
take the place of Mrs Scott, of Gis-
borne, who was prevented by illness
from attending to represent the Gis-
borne Women's Political Association.
Miss Burton, of Dunedin, was ap-
pointed recording secretary

Congratulatory letters were read from
the President of the Women’s Fran-
chise League and from the Secretary
of the Dunedin Fabian Society.

Letters were also received from Lady
Aberdeen, President of the Interna-
tional Council of Women, in refer-
ence to the affiliation of the New
Zealand National Council, which
was accepted at the quinquennial
meeting, 1899, held in London ; from
Mrs McCosh Clark, who acted as New
Zealand’s delegate at the International
Council of Women; and from Mrs
Reeves, regretting her inability to re-
present the Council at the quinquennial
meeting.

The Treasurer’s report showed a

balance in hand of /41 7s lod.
The Secretary’s report stated that

copies of the report of the last annual
meeting had been forwarded to the
chief officers of the National Councils
of the world, and many influential
journals and notable women workers.
Reference was made to the slaughtering
of the Bill for the Removal of Women’s
Disabilities. In March the President
addressed the Premier, asking whether
the Government would make the mea-
sure a policy Bill. No answer had,
however, been returned. The Execu-
tive recorded with regret the with-
drawal from the Council of the Women's
Democratic League, Auckland, and
the Christchurch Women’s Political
League. Several societies had been
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approached with regard to affiliating
with the Council, but for various reasons
had left over the matter for considera-
tion till the coming year. The absence
of one of the principal initiators of the
Council Mrs Daidy, of Auckland,
Vice-President,—would be deplored by
all; but the Council had her heartiest
good wishes.—The report was adopted.

In the evening, in addition to the
members of the Council, about sixty or
seventy persons were present.

President s Address.
Mrs. Sheppard, President, who occu

pied the chair, said :

Ladies of the National Council—It
is, perhaps, a wise, if somewhat incon-
venient clause of our constitution which
says that the meetings of the National
Council shall be held in the various
cities of the colony alternately. Unlike
the Australian colonies, we have in
New Zealand no one centre to which
the population gravitates. For many
reasons this is a good thing, but, like
other good things, it has its drawbacks.
While I believe we have a large num-
ber of earnest-minded thinkers and
workers in the colony, their isolation
causes a tendency to disconnected
effort. To see face to face and to join
hands with those who have many ideals
in common with ourselves is in itself an
inspiration, and, if only for this reason,
I greatly regret that our lack of funds
prevented us from sending a delegate to
the great international gathering of
women in London last year. I hose of
us who are delegates from other pro-
vinces cannot fail to notice how rich
this city is in evidences of the noble
ideals which actuated its founders.
Like the pioneer settleis of the sister
province of Canterbury, the founders of
Otago were men of lofty purpose, who,
however great the difficulties and
troubles they encountered in their task
of subduing the wilderness, never lost
sight of their original intention of lay-
ing the foundation of a God-fearing and
educated community, that should be
free from the evils that beset the
dwellers in the home land. The greater
number of these brave men and women
have gone to a well earned rest, and
while bearing testimony to their worth,
an 1 reverencing their memory, it may
he well to spend a little time in con
sidering whether we who succeed
them have inherited their high ideals
and lofty aims. It seems to me that
one of the broadest and most distinc-
tive characteristics of the pioneers was

; thtir i-,r-seeing unselfishness. Few of
* them could have hoped to benefit
much, if at all, by the institutions and

advantages for which they were making
such wise provision. I he conditions of
life in what was then an almost unin-
habited waste must necessarily have
been hard, and yet, amid ail their
struggles for existence, diey worked and
planned for the welfare of those who
should come after them. Can we lay
claim to possess this same unselfish
spirit ? Are there not already indications
of many of the evils from which it was
fondly hoped that these new communi-
ties might be free ? Are there not
signs that we are becoming too fond of
our own pleasure and comfort, of our
individual welfare and prosperity, and
are growing apathetic to all that
does not directly touch our pockets
or interfere with our ease ? And
when I say ease, I do not
mean that we are absolutely indolent.
The bracing nature of our climate helps
to develop a certain amount of mental
and physical activity. And so we have
our sketching clubs, our musical socie-
ties, and our literary coteries for the
purpose of studying Lmerson or Kus
kin or Browning. But are these not
solely for our individual benefit, with
little thought beyond ? Is there any
strong desire for cultivating the artistic
sensibilities of the masses ? Do we
study the works of these grand thinkers
I have just named that we may put
into practice their noble ideas, cr is it
not chiefly that we may become what
we call with a fine air of superiority
“ cultured ”

? Lessons of self-sacrifice,
of growth, of honest endeavour, of the
sacred call of duty, of reverence for
humanity in every station,of the mean-
ness of mere money-getting, run all
through tne writings of these philo-
sopher-poets. is it not sad that some
of us who take credit to ourselves that
we are familiar with their writings must,
if we are honest, confess that we have
been indifferent to moral and social
reform ? Is it not true that because
we fear a little self-denial, and because
there are vested interests that may
suffer, we allow the drink traffic to not
only claim its annual tribute of dead,
but to also sow seeds of crime and
disease that will entail a terrible reaping
for future generations ? Because there
are vested interests, we have allowed,
in some of our towns, the growth of
slums that are a menace to the morals
and health of the community. Seeing
the terrible evils that arise from an
ignorant and debased population in
older countries, our rathers made special
provision for the education of the young
in this new country. And in doing so
they showed great wisdom, even from

an economic point of view. I here
is no national asset of so great a value
as the brains and intelligence of our
young people. Has there been any-
thing like fair recognition of this fau ?

For many years the value of the kinder-
garten system lias been demonstrated
by Froebel and his successors. But
we are told that its introduction into
the education of the colony would be
too expensive. We continually read
that the wonderful economic progress
of Germany is mainly due to the techni-
cal and scientific education of its
people. We have for years talked
about technical schools in this colony,
and while a few of these have been
established here and there, much still
remains to he done. It has long been
pointed out that the curriculum of our
secondary schools, which are mainly
supported out of public funds, does not
fit on to that of our primary schools,
but we are quite apathetic in the matter.
And, although we have a system of
primary education that is free and nomi-
nally compulsory, we have an increas-
ingly large class of neglected children,
ignorant of the very rudiments of edu-
cation, whose days are spent in the
gutter, and whose nights are passed in
places still more debasing. An attempt
to prevent the growth of these evils
would entail an expenditure of time and
care and money, and so we shrug our
shoulders and leave the future ft) protect
itself. Even in the matter of our own
protection we display a strange indif-
ference. Judges and magistrates have
concurred in tlie opinion that the effect
of our prison system is to still further
debase and harden. This Council has for
years advocated the appointment of
women justices for women prisoners,
and for a system of imprisonment that
would have for its object a remedial
influence and the restoration of our
criminal classes to the ranks of good
citizenship. Vet the plea for prison
reform has for the greater part fallen
on idle ears. Ido not wish to ignore
the fact that the authorities have just
decided to attempt to lessen the rigidity
of the semi-military system that at pre-
sent prevails But what is wanted is a
radical change, not only of the details,
but of the spirit of our penal system.
One of our greatest philosophers has
said : “ The power of love as the basis
of a State has never yet been tried.’
Seeing that the system of coercion and
punishment has so utterly failed, would
it not be well to try the more divine
method ? In our politics do we not
show the same indolent selfishness?
How few of us trouble to study the
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principles of pure democracy, and how
many are there of us who are content
to take our opinions from those no
wiser than ourselves; but who promise
to save our capital Irom taxation, or to
till our pockets with increased wages ?

The honest advocate of reform and
self denial meets with little sympathy,
but he who tiresomely reiterate? the
virtues of his party and the iniquities
of the opposing faction, and skilfully
plays on our self-interest, may assure
himself of our “ vote and support.’’ Is
there not the same apathy in regard to
our municipal affairs? Forgetful of
the fact that “ time makes ancient
good uncouth,” that the swaddling
clothes of infancy are not fit for a
virile manhood, we jog on in the rut?
that our fathers made, and the spirit of
municipal enterprise that has done so
much for the towns of the mother
country seems to have no existence
among us. Speaking generally, we
have ill-formed and ill-paved streets,
which are dingily lighted in most cases
by private companies, who reap fat
dividends. The trams, the popular
titans of locomotion, are uncomfort-
able, and also in the hands of private
companies. We have slums which are
a menace to the health and morals of
the community, and which afford a rich
revenue to private individuals. In
spite of our boasted civilisation, we pay
less attention to our sanitary laws than
did the Children of Israel in the desert,
and it requires the terrors of a threat-
ened plague to scare us into cleanli-
ness. Compared with our careless and
clumsy methods, those of the town and
county councils in the old land stand
out in bold contrast. The reported in-
crease in the number of children barn
out of wedlock claims our p linful atten
tion. While we have a fight tciook for an
improvement in the law for the protec-
tion of young persons, it cannot be de-
nied that the growth of this evil is
largely due to parents, who, content to
provide food and shelter for their chil-
dren, take little care for their moral
and mental welfare, and this gross
neglect is not confined to any particu-
lar class. Parents need awakening to
a sense of their responsibilities. Our
young people should be provided with
ample occupation and a sufficiency of
healthy recreation for their leisure time.
Nor can it be too greatly emphasised
that there can be no double standard of
morality. We need pure men, as well
as brave women. The unfortunate
position of the children of unmarried
parents merits consideration. To be
deprived of the love and care of a

happy home is sad enough. But that
a child who has had no voice in tlie
matter of its birth should be burdened
with a legal brand of illegitimacy, while
its father skuiks and avoids the obloquy
of his wrong-doing, seems simply mon-
strous. While it affords us some satis-
faction that the old age pensions re
lieve from actual want our ,d poor,
it is not pleasant to reflect that the
acceptance of these pensions entails in
many places an undeserved humiliation.
If military or civil service pensions
could only be obtained by first making
a declaration of almost abject poverty,
would they not be looked upon as a
degradation ? An old - age pension
should be considered as being given
for long and honourable service as a
citizen, and should be made payable
to all who can prove a suitable age
and length of residence. The war in
South Africa has brought sadness into
many homes, and our heaits bleed for
the bereaved ones. And while it would
appear that 't was in defence of the
civil rights and liberties of those under
her protection that Britain sacrified the
lives of her sons, yet we cannot but
crv in an agony of disappointment,
“ How long, oh, how long will the war
spirit exist between nations?” And
the answer is given. Just so long as
greed and selfishness exist in the hearts
of men will they find their outlet in
brutal conflict. It was a Dunedin poet
who sang, “ Peace, not war, should be
our boast,” and I am firmly convinced
that no people can be truly great who
delight in war. Much of the future
welfare of this colony depends upon its
women. For years I have advocated
a legal equalitv of opportunity for men
and women. There should be no arti-
ficial lines drawn between the sexes.
Dame Nature will take good care that
the real differences shall he recognised
Men and women shouU take counsel
together in all human affairs, whether
they concern the home, the munici-
pality, or the State. The State is only
ths larger home, and the experience of
women might well be utilised in many
branches of the State’s work. The
children of the State want mothers as
well as fathers, and the poor women
who are recipients of charitable aid
need the presence of women on the
boards which administer the rations and
doles that seem to have become a neces-
sity of their existence. Women’s claims
for economic equality should no longer
be denied them, whether it is the wage-
earner, who very justly claims equal
wages for equal (not unequal) work,
or the married woman, who claims a *

legal right to a voice in the administra-
tion of what should be recognised as the
joint income of husband and wife. The
removal of every legal disability from
women is but an act of the barest justice,
and there must be an unremitting effort
to clear away from women “the parasitic
forms that seem to keep her up but
drag her down.” But I cannot disguise
from myself the fact that it is in the
moulding of the charactet of our iu-ure
citizens that our greatest privilege lies.
I he father should afford a standard of
rectitude and manly courtesy and sweet-
ness, but the mother is brought into
such close relations and such constant
association with the young as to make
her precept and example the most
potent for good or evil. Even pre-natal
thoughts anti aspirations have their
effect upon the child, and the early in-
fluences of the home-life will leave an
almost indelible stamp upon the cha-
racter of the boys and girls to whom
the future of this colony belongs. Our
children should be trained sc that a
trust in all things high may come easy
to them. lam no pessimist. I believe
that if we will but do our duty there is
every promise of a bright and glorious
future for these sunlit island. If we
would have worthy citizens in a time
to come, we must strive to gain mental
breadth as well as moral height, must
strive for a clear vision of civic duties
and obligations, and “ must live and
learn and be all that not harms dis-
tinctive womanhood.” Let no fear of
failure daunt our spirit, or prevent us
from striving after the highest that we
know. Goethe truly says, “ Aims of a
higher order, even though they be not
fulfilled, are in themselves more valu-
able than lower ones entirelv fulfilled.”

_
J

Selfish indolence is the beginning of
decay, only in activity can we live,
only by continual labour can we unfold
ami make manifest the latent power
within us.

Shall 1 not work? (says Charlotte Stetson).
I, who stand here, in front of human life,
And feel the push of all the heavy past
Straining against my hand? Immortal life,
Eternal, indestructible, the same
In flower and Insist and savage,- now in me,—
Urges, and urges to expression new !
Work ? Shall l take from those blind labour-

ing years
Their painful fruit, and not contribute now
My share of gifts so easy to our time ?

Shall L receive so much, support the weight
Of age-long obligation, and not turn
In sheerest pride and strive to set my mark
A little past the record made before ?

Shall it be said : He took from all the world.
Of its accumulated countless wealth,
As much as he coiiid hold and never
Spiritless beggar! pauper! parasite!
Life is not long enough to let me work
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As 1 d»*sire; hut all the yean will hold
j-’i'ail I pour forth. Perhaps it may he mine
To do some deed was ti* ver done !x»fr>re,
. nd clear my obligation to the world.
(Loud applause.)

The President intimated that the
treasurer had a word to say.

Mrs Williamson, in inviting friends
to become honorary members of the
Council and thereby provide funds to
carry on the work, said a treasurer wa'
always supposed to swell with pride
when there was a surplus to announce,
and there was high precedent for such
a feeling. The Oppositi m papers, on
the other hand, told them it was wrong
to have a surplus. (Laughter). So
she really did not know whether to
boast or not.

Parental Responsibility.
Mra»Taskei then i- .id a pipei ■ m

“ Parental Responsibility, which, she
said, began with marriage. To he ready to
marry one must do more than live a
certain time. There are physical, finan-
cial, and moral questions to he con
sidered. We must not forget that to a
large extent the child is moulded before
birth. There is evidence to show how
much of the welfare of the child depends
on the general physical and emotional
health of the parents. No legislation
can step in here, save, at the most, very
indirectly. We can, however, quicken
thesocial and individual conscience. Mrs
Tasker went on to speak of the studied
care, wisdom, and self-sacrifice needful
to be exercised by parents as their
children approach manhood and woman-
hood.

Mrs Sievwright said there was not
the least doubt that the mothers could
become the regenerators of the whole
race if they would think more of pre-na
tal influence in determining the charac-
ter of children.

Friday, May 4.
Old Age Pensions.

At 3 p.in. Mrs Make read a paper on
Old Age Pensions, Mrs Sheppard
presiding. Mrs Blake said :

Madame President and Fellow Mem-
l>ers.—“ 1 le only has learned to live who
forgets to save.” I was much struck
by these words when I first heard them.
To most people the saying will prove a
hard one indeed, because, to accumulate
wealth is, in this age, looked upon as
the one absorbing interest in life, the
one thing to In* aimed at. When we
have learned the value to the individual
of the short span of life that is spent on
this earth, we shall realise that the edu-
cation and development of every person

is the chief thing to bevdesired, and that
no money that can be spent to im-
prove conditions can be accounted too
much. Saving will cease and will no
longer be accounted a virtue. It is
now said of a man that he did well if
he made enough money to leave his
children so that they might begin life on
an independence. Is this really the
rase ? The time will come when such
i thing will hi thought an absurdity,

excepting in the case of helpless imbe-
cilesorofthechronicallyafflicted. People
should not be supplied with money but
with brains, and should be educated
and trained, and mentally and morally
and physically fitted to become self-sup-
porting, self-respecting members of the
community. A large proportion of
vice, disease, laziness, pride and
peevishness is the result of parents
saving up for their children, besides
which, let us look at the man himself
who is saving. Does he give his best
self to wife and children ? Me thinks
he shows his love for them by his
money-getting. Does he ? Can lie ever
compensate his children for the lack of
his smile, his tender interest in their
studies, their games, their development ?

He leaves all that to the mother; but,
surely the man, the father, has his part
to play ? The loss of love caused by
the intense desire for money-getting is
incalculable, and makes our progress to-
wards the higher life slow. My preamble
may seem somewhat long, and not
wholly to the point, but I wanted to
prepare your minds and to incline you to
advocate a more liberal Old-age Pen-
sion Act than the one now adminsi-
tered. We, as a people, are naturally
proud of being amongst the first to
make provision for the aged, simply be-
cause they are oid, and, to a certain de-
gree, past work; hut we must not al-
low our pleasure to prevent 11s from
seeing that the Act requires amend-
ment. First, I suggest that the olu-
age pension should be universal in ts
application. At present this pens'on
is a kind of glorified charitable aid, ind
people receive it and are kn nvn
to receive it because they are poor,
and they are liable to be cross-
examined on their past life in a manner
that is hurtful to the feelings o the
sensitive. If every person were ei titled
to the pension, all this would he done
away with. Is it right that the wel to-do
should beentitled tothe benefit of t .ie pen-
sion ? Most decidedly, for all contribute
tothe fund from which it is drawn By
making the pension universal a great
deal of trouble would be s ived, and
any chance of false statement or con-

cealment would be done away with.
Another point to be considered: the
present Old-age Pension Act penalises
those who have a little property or in.
come. The following is the clause to
which 1 refer:—“ Amount of pension .

. . . diminished by ‘ one pound for
every complete pound of income above
thirty four pounds,’ also by ‘ one pound
for every complete fifteen pounds of the
net capital value of all accumulated
property.’ ” This is most unreasonable,
for, it is hard to say that a person s in-
come, including pension, shall not ex-
ceed {52 a year, when we consider that
the aged require and should have every
comfort. There is another clause that
seems unfair: “ Board and lodging
given is included in the computation of
yearly income.” We can easily see
that old people mav still be very glad
to receive a pension though they are
living with friends or relatives. The
present £\% a year is too small for real
comfort for the aged. Do not let us as
a nation be so anxious to become rich,
but rather, let us promote happiness
and comfort. If we give the children a
splendid education, followed up by a
training for their life's work, let us give
the old people without grudging their
10s a week each. We ought not to
feel it, for we have gold and rich lands;
in fact, giving the pension liberally will
urge 11s on t • develop the country and
to realise the wealth it contains, not for
accumulation in the hands of a few, but
for distributing amongst the many.
Arother point 1 wish t 0 urge is that the
pension be made permanent, and not as
now, subject to repeal. A permanent
act on a liberal »>cale would be educative
to the whole world as well as to our.
selves.

Miss C. Henderson (Progressive
Liberal Association) said her associ i-
tion felt that if it could do nothing else
but remove the stigma of pauperism
from the old age pension, it would have
done good work. The only qualifica-
tions required ler a pension should be
length of resilience and old age.

Mrs Bullock (Wanganui Women’s Po-
litical League) was strongly of opinion
that the act should be amended in regard
to the matter of naturalisation. At pre
sent no matter how long a man had
resided in the colony, if lie was not
naturalised he could not obtain a pen-
sion. She thought that should not be
the case. She would like tc see the
age qualification reduced, but was not
at all in favour of extending pensions to
all, irrespective cf their circumstances.

Miss Rober.s, representing the
W.C.T.L., sail the contention that
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wealthy people should not receive an
old age pension applied equally as well
to a State system of education. It
would be just as logical to refuse them
free education as to refuse them a pen-
sion. Everyone was taxed in the
colony for the education of their child-
ren, everyone received the benefit.
Everyone in the colony was also taxed
for pensions, and everyone should,
therefore, have a right t j receive one.
If we nationalised the mineral sources
we would get sufficient to pay for the
old age pension.

Mrs Sievwright, Mrs Wells, Mrs
Williamson, Mrs Tasker and Ensign
Spark also spoke. Mrs Sheppard
said those who were high up in the
community, such as magistrates, hail
not the least scruple about retiring
upon a pension, which the poor people
helped to pay for, and they were not
asked whether they saved their money
or spent it. Then why should the poor
be examined ? The present s)stem was
distinctly a class thing : and she did
not see why a Liberal Government
should make any distinction between
rich and poor.

A vote was first taken on the ques-
tion—“ That the Old age Pensions Act
l>e so amended that the sole qualifica-
tion be 25 years’ residence in the colony,
and certified age of 65 years.”

This was carried by 10 votes to 2.
The clause

should be made a charge on the
ordinary revenue ” was carried unani-
mously, as also was the clause “ that
the amount should be increased to 10s
a week.

It was agreed by 6 votes to 3 “that
the examination of applicants for old-
age pensions should be conducted in
camera.”

Disabilities of Women.
The subject for consideration at 8 p.m.

was the removal of the Disabilities of
Women.

Mrs Sievwright said that the Reform
nearest the heart of the Council was the
full and complete emancipation of
mothers, sisters and daughters from all
remaining disabilities, civil or political.
Luring the past 30 years vast changes
had been effected in woman’s position,
and these were now making it impera-
tive that this removal of disabilities
should be no longer delayed. The
eighteenth century, with its revolutions
and noisy reformers, might be called
man's century, the nineteenth, the
woman’s and if she has her way the
twentieth would witness the coming cf
age cf humanity. The women of New

Zealand had recovered the inestimable
boon of the ballot, but this concession
was accompanied by a provi >0 unheard
of in any former extension of the fran-

; chise -women were told they could be
represented, but could not represent.
This was a slight not only on women,
but upon every male elector of the
colony. It was for the constituences—-
not for Parliament—to say who should
represent them. The universities of
New Zealand were open to men and
women studentson perfectly equal terms.
The professions of law, medicine, and
theology were equally hospitable. Had
any girl student or professional wo-
man done anything to belie the trust
thus imposed in her, or to stain the
name of an alma mater, of which
every cne of them was thus encouraged
to be justly proud ? They wished this
political embargo removed, not be-
cause they had any intention of forth-
with presenting lady candidates galore
for parliamentary honours, but because
they wished it to be the pride and boast
of their adopted country that, first of
all the Queen’s dominions, it had done
justice to women. The speaker con-
sidered that the Premier owed them all
the influence lie possessed to accom-
plish this, since he received an honorary
degree in recognition of a service but
half of which was already accomplished.
They also wished it removed because
there could be no talk of equality as
long as such proscriptions survived—-
no talk of justice so long as any honour-
able position open to every loafer on
the wharf, if he cou.d only get there,
v/as closed to all women on account
of sex. Besides, it was little use to
attemp, reform in any direction with
out political equality—their common
human birthright, the key to all.
A parliamentary candidate at last elec-
tion wrote: “I consider that women
should be content with the privilege of
having a voice in the election of repre-
sentatives, without demanding the
right to represent.” A gentleman # jo
steeped in prejudice would have never
conceded even the right (for it was no
privilege) to vote. Men alone, with
honourable exceptions, had everywhere
proved themselves incapable of moral
legislation. They had even where
failed to discover that the dual moral
code which obtained in every nation of
the world was grafted on the economic
dependence of women upon men, and
that such dependence was fatal to the
moral and spiritual progress of our
race. Speaking of civil disabilities,
Mrs Sievwright said that our boys, for
the most part, were looked after, and

if they were moderately intelligent
they generally had pay enough in any
vocation by the time they attained
years of discretion to marry and sup-
port a large family. Rut what of the
women ? The professions, it was true,
were open to that small minority who
had leisure and ability to push through
a long and expensive university career.
For what they had already received
they were profoundly grateful. Mrs
Browning said : “If a flower were
thrown to you out of heaven at intervals
you would attain a trick of looking up.”
New Zealand women had attained a
trick of looking up, and when men had
decreed equality of opportunity for all,
they should still keep looking up to-
gether. I'he teaching profession wr as
partly opei to women, but on terms of
humiliating disparity. Even so, beggars
could not be choosers, and the ranks
of what should probably be the most
jealously guarded profession of all were
crowded with poverty stricken giris in-
stead of women burning with enthu-
siasm for their life work. Girls over
14 might work in factories, but it was a
crying shame that the great civil ser-
vice was, except for a few badly-paid
and hard-worked outposts, a male
monopoly. We did not need to de-
scend to the ranks of starvation to
trace the degrading effects of worn: n’s
dependence on man. We were oiten
reminded of the petty foibles and faults
of which woman was the victim. Was
she not jealous, vindictive, frivolous,
weak, silly, tricky, wily, hypocritical ?

And were not thest—every one of them
—the inevitable outcome of depen-
dence? Whether brought to maturity
in man or woman they were detestable,
as well as easily preventable. “ Who
ever controls work and wages
controls morals. Therefore we must
have women employers, superin-
tendents, committees, legislators ;

wherever girls go to seek means of
subsistence, theremust be some woman.”
Meantime she would ask those who
were mothers to take advantage of the
openings that were already theirs. Let
them bring up every girl in the colony
to be economically independent. And
while so engaged encourage them to
keep up their school education by at-
tending the technical and continuation
schools. And now she came ti speak
of the economic independence of married
women. There was no reason why
marriage should always interfere with a
professional woman’s career, nor, in-
deed, with that of a woman engaged in
an) trade or service. It might some
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Our Illustration.

Mindful of the old adage, “ When the
cat s away the mice play,” the absence
of our Editor-in-chief emboldens us to
preseut our readers with her portrait.
For many years Mrs Sheppard’s splen-
did work has been known to the women
of New Zealand. As the Franchise
Superintendent of the W.C.T.1., she,
with dauntless courage and untiring
energy, led the movement for the en-
franchisement of women to its goal.
For three years president of the Wo-
men's National Council, her wise and
sympathetic guidance has l>een invalu-
able. As the chief Editor of our little
paper, she has been unwearying in her
efforts to make it l»oth useful and self*
supporting. Broad-minded and warm-
hearted, she has taken a keen and often
active interest in every humanitarian
cause. To know her slightly is to
admire her ; to know her well is to love
her.

As our readers will see, the present
issue is largely a report of the proceed-
ings of the National Council. And for
the fact that it is so no apology is
needed. Our only regret is that we
cannot enlarge our paper, and so give
a more full account of the truly edu-
cative p pers and debates.

The Otago Daily Times speaks of the
President’s address as being in itself a

sufficient justification for the existence
of the Council.

Of Mrs Daldy's paper on “ Con>ti-
tutional Reform the Evening Star says:
—“ Mrs. Daldy takes a broad view of
her all-important subjtct, and deals
with it in a comprehensive and logical
manner, evidencing careful study, and
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times be better if women, as many now
did, would thus maintain their own
economic independence, and once and
for all put an end to the hideous mar-
riage of convenience - appalling in all
its mercenary frequency ! 1 or a woman
voluntarily to enter into life-long union
with any man without reasonable assur-
ance of economic independence was to
pass into slavery of the worst type and
the misery would not cease with her-
self. Her children would inherit the
slave nature, just as surely as any
woolly-haired urchin of negro parents in
the days of chattel slavery. Proceeding
to refer to the injustice that women suf-
fered in consequence of the present mar-
riage system, Sirs Sievwright said that
a New Zealand woman on her marriage
day became subject to the obnoxious
and degrading law of coverture-i.e.,
her identity l>ecame henceforth absoibed
in that of her husband—and she ap-
peared in the legal category of “ infant,
idiot, lunatic, and married woman 1 ”

Why? Simply because of her sup-
posed economic dependence on her hus-
band. A wife must either be subject or
an equal. It was not good for society
nor for the race that she should be the
former. Then the law should uphold
her claim to l>e the latter. It was an
outrage that women on becoming legal
wives should thus bt deprived of any
natural human right. Marital suprem-
acy was not less obnoxious than any
other supremacy, and was a survival of
the past. Whether a woman had
private means at the time of marriage,
or whether she had none, if she hence-
forth faithfully did her share as w ife and
mother, or earned money, the joint
earnings should form a common trea-
sury-each half, however, protectjd
from the creditors of the other. In the
case of a rich man, w ho did not earn, a
reasonable sum should be placed to his
wife’s separate account whenever she
chose so to desire. Asa matter offact, this
was usually done as a pre-nuptial con-
tract. The fear that such an arrange-
ment might interfere with the Married
Women’s Property Act was groundless.

an intimate knowledge of constitutional
history.”

Presentation.—On the 9th inst. a
number ot Wellington White Kibboners
waited upon Miss Kirk and presented
her, on behalf of the New Zealand
Unions, with the escritoire described
elst where in this issue by Mrs. Schnack-
enberg.

Crowded Out.—Just too late for
insertion in this issue came a letter from
Miss Kirk, warmly thanking the women
of the N.X. Unions for their gifts and
loving wishes, and assuring them that
the same will pledge her more fully to
the work in which she has so long been
engaged.

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
I)eak White Kibboners. before

our next is distributed we shall have
lost Miss Kirk, but we gain Mrs
Atkinson, as well as Mr. Atkinson.
There is no knowing v. hat a tower of
strength they will be to our Ixdoved
cause. We know something of Miss
Kirk's efforts in the past, it would be pre-
sumption to draw on our imagination
for the possibilities of the future.

I am quite sure every member
throughout New Zealand wishes for
our friends every good thing the all
wise Father may send for them, and I
do but feebly voice your feelings when

1 wish Mr and Mrs Atkinson long life
and happiness.

It is a disappointment to me not to
be able to send a photo or engraving of
the souvenir we as a Union in New
Zealand have sent, as a small token of
our loving appreciation ot Miss Kirk’s
work; perhaps those who attend the
next Convention, which is to be held in
Wellington, may have an opportunity
of seeing the article itself. It is a writ-
ing table or secretary made of a variety
of New Zealand woods, beautifully
arranged, it has a numlier of drawers
and pigeon holes, and is as pretty at the
back as the front. Inscribed on a silver
plate are the words, “ Presented to
Miss L. M. Kirk, by the New Zealand
W.C.T.I ~ on tne occasion of her
marriage. May, 1900.”

Those who know my brother, Mr.
Allan, will be interested to hear that on

a post card dated Indian Ocean,
Lat. 2* N., 31 3 1900 he writes:
“ Mrs Lodge and Mrs Field of Christ-
church, Mrs* Short of Sydney, Mrs
Crain of Bathurst, N.S.W., and Miss
Henderson of Perth, are all White
Kibboners, and on their way to England
with us.” lam thinking they will have
time to ventilate a few thoughts.

Mr Allan will most likely attend
some of the meetings of the World’s
Convention, as well as the Congress of
Nations to be held in London.

Yours in White Kibbon bonds.
A. J. ScHNACKENBERG.

To the Editor White Kibbon.
Dear Madam. -I ntil reading several

reports in April number of the White
Ribbon, I thought I was the only one
who had no word from the Unions.

When the Department for Educa-
tional work was First brought before the
Unions, some replied but none sent any
report, so that it was impossible for
me to compile one for the Colony.

I have no doubt that the attention of
the members has been occupied with
the election ; but I hope that this
department will receive an acknowledged
place in the W.C.T.U. of New Zealand,
and that reports will be sent to

A. Knigge,
N.Z. Supt. Ed. work.

Marton.

CORRESPONDENCE.
NOTE. The Editors do not hold themselves

responsible lor the opinions expressed by
Correspondents.

Te Puke,
Aperira 19, 1900.

Ki te Tumuaki,
Mete Komiti,

O te Kipine M?
Tena koutou,—

He nui te pouri o to! u ngal au mo
toku kore e mohio iho ki nga korero a
a koutou nuipepa e tukua mai nei e
koatou ki au, mo runga i to tatau Kipine
Ma. A he mea pai me reo Maori mai
aua mea, kia ngoto ai te maramatanga
ki roto i a matau, ko toku ropu.

Heoi a no
Ma te Atua o te rangi. marie koutou,

e tiaki e manaaki
Ekuera Karaka.

Could not special meetings be held

for the reading of the White Kibbon
to our Maori members, so that they
may obtain the “light” they desire?
Surely friends understanding both lan-
guages would gladly give their services.
—Ed.]

TIIE WHITE KIBBON.

The National Council of the
Women of New Zeland.

Continued from Page 5.
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The* removal of coverture might l>e
described as an extension or enlarge-
ment of the earlier act. In order to se-
cure for every mother the liability and
responsibility of an adult human being
and the co guardianship of her own
children, we must secure for her the
necessary economic recognition of her
services as wife and mother, exactly as
her husband’s services as bread winner
were recognised. The wife now, no
matter how efficiently or incessantly
she laboured, was only entitled to her
maintenance. Mrs Sievwright con-
cluded by moving the following motion:
“ That the time has come when all dis-
abilities which at present hin lrr women
from sitting as members of either of the
Houses of Legislature, or from being
elected or appointed to any public office
or position in the Colony, should be re-
moved, and that with regard to all
powers, rights, and duties of citizens
absolute equality should be the law of
the land."

Miss Koberts seconded the motion.
The happiest homes, she said, were those
which were guided and govemedby men
and women. The community was only an
enlarged home ; and consequently that
community and that nation would be
best guided and governed where men
and women stood side by side and shared
the guardianship and governmentship.

Ensign Sparks, representing the
Salvation Army, said that that lx>dy
had done as much, if not more, than
any other 10 remove women’s disabili-
ties. W ith them it was a question of
capability, independent of sex. A
woman in their ranks was at liberty to
rise to any position. She thought that
all public ladies should be open to
women.

Mesdames Blake, Bullock, Tasker,
Wells, and Williamson also supported
he motion, which was then put and

carried.
Mrs Sievwright moved—“ That the

legal recognition of the economic inde-
pendence of married women is desirable
for the attair meat of justice, and for
die furtherance of a truer marriage
relationship. ”

Mrs Wells seconded the motion,
which was supported by Miss Koberts,
Mrs W iliiainson, and Mrs Tasker, and
carried unanimouslv.

Saturday, May 51 h.

Prison Reform.
At 3 p.m. Mrs Wells introduced a

discussion on the above subject by
reading a paper contributed by a
Christchurch resident. The writer

urged that scientific methods be em
ployed in the treatment of criminals,
and instanced the success of the Elmira
reformatory in America.

Mrs W ells moved—“ (1) That all
sentences for serious offences should l>e
decided as to duration by the reform of
the criminal, and should be limited by
the maximum penalty attached to the
crime. (2) That the council urge the
need of suppression of militarism in our
prison system. (3) That women visit-
ing justices be appointed to our
prisons.”

In speaking to the motion she said
reformation and the restoration to so-
ciety of an individual sound in mind
and body should be the objects always
kept in view. Heredity, early environ-
ment, education, health, employment
and natural tendencies ought to be con-
sidered. Mind doctors were needed to
supersede criminal lawyers.

Mrs W iliiainson seconded the motion.
In doing so she said the highest authori-
ties on the treatment of crimiaals at the
present time paid great attention to
proper diet, and, above all things, to
proper recreation. The svstem which
took a man in hand and benefited him
physically and mentally, and sent him
out of prison more able to earn a living
by honest means than when he went
in, was the system we wanted, and that
was the system which would be cheapest
in the end for the country. The ex-
pense should never be considered in
connection with these matters, because
the most expensive things we had to
deni with weie crime, vice, and misery.

Miss Kol>erts said that the majority
of our criminals came from conditions
created by society.

Mesdames Sheppard, Blake, Bullock,
I asker,and Miss I lenderson spoke to the
motion, which was then put and carried
unanimously.

Ethics of Wage Earning.
At the evening session Miss Hen-

derson read a paper on “ The Ethics
of \\fage Earning.” It is, said Miss
Henderson, an inevitable condition of
the present economic system that wages
shall be, on the average in every trade.,
no more than the subsistence rate, as
determined by competition. Vet more
than one perfectly sane professor of poli-
tical economy lias laid dow n the general
conditions that should rule wage-
earning. Says one: “ A civilised
people desires that its workers should
be honest, industrious, intelligent, and
prudent—that they should he happy,
and should have every faculty developed.
To secure this the workman must be

adequately rewarded for his labour and
encouraged to hope.” And again :

“ The excellence ot the social state
does not lie in the fulness with which
wealth is produced and accumulated,
but in the fact that it is so distributed
as to give the largest comfort and the
widest hope to the general mass of
those whose continued efforts constitute
the present industry of the nation and
the abiding prospect of its future well-
being.'’ Now, in the case of the male-
workers, there are indications that these
conditions ate kept in view—by the
workers themselves, at least. Many of
them have been able, by virtue of their
organisations, to secure a comparatively
high standard of living on which they
can base their demands for an increas-
ing share in the produce of their own
labour. But in the case of women it
is otherwise. By no fault or desire of
their own, but merely by force of
changing economic conditions, women
have been driven into the labour mar-
kets of the world. Poorly equipped as
she was for the struggle, her weakness
was taken advantage of on all sides.
In many occupations she was, and still
is, regarded by the workers as an in-
truder and an alien, and her entry into
many others is still vigorously resisted.
To the capitalist her weak, disorganised
masses afforded an excellent oppor-
tunity for exploiting her labour. So
that, while in every craft the average
wage is no more than the subsistence
rate, in women’s occupations the ten-
dency is to reduce it to the lowest pos-
sible point, and even then in many
cases to force it below that minimum.
Such a struggle, if allowed to continue
unrestrained, is not progress, hut retro-
gression ; it must result in the degra-
dation of both parties to it. And who
shall say that it is not degradation for
the woman worker to accept the scanty
dole for work well and faithfully per-
formed, and to be compelled, as a con-
sequence, to remain in economic de-
pendence on her relatives ? And if this
aspect of the qu< stion doos not appeal
to all my hearers, let me remind them
that as part and parcel of this same
system we have the women chain-
makers of Cradley Heath, the pliossy-
jaw victims of the match factories, and
among the lead-glaze workers of the
potteries, the young girls blighted on
the very threshold of life, the young
mothers deprived of all hope of off-
spring. Now, since I have pointed
out that no economic system can be
permanent, some one may ask why
this concern about the. present ? Does
not the law of evolution tend upwards,
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and must not tins state of things he
superseded by a higher one? Just so ;

but though we cannot hasten the com-
plete development of our race, we may
hinder it. Moreover we are reasoning
beings, and we can therefore to a very
great extent determine thi lines along
which that development shall move.
The whole meaning of civilisation is
the modification of the struggle for
existence. Ignorance, prejudice, un-
belief, and apathy are the greatest
enemies to progress. A very large
majority of intelligent people seem toact
on the belief that it will all come right
somehow. And Mr John Morley would
remind these people that evolution is a
law, not a process; it works in and
through us, and not independently of
us. “It is not, he says, “ a mechanical
process in the sense that if we were all
to fall asleep for some considerable
period we should find the world better
than bef )re. The world is only better,
even to the moderate extent it is
better, because people wish it so, and
try to make it so. And new I come to
the principle involved in the resolution
to be submitted this evening : “ That
in all cases where men and women are
engaged in the same work, equal wage
should he paid for equal work ” To
avoid any misunderstanding, I must
explain that this does not mean that
where men and women are engaged in
the same work they are necessarily to
have the same wages, hut that where
exactly similar results are expected
and obtained the pay should he the
same. In the town to which I belong
there are two high schools—one for
hoys, the other for girls. Now pre-
cisely the same standard of work is ex-
pected from both, both prepare pupils
for the various public examinations
matriculation, civil service, and junior
scholarship,—and judged by these tests,
the usual ones, the schools are fairly
equal; in other respects the standard
is equally high, hut tiie salaries differ
great! 1 . In the one the head master
rrceiv s £\Soo a year, in the other the
head mistress has ; in the case of
the other members of the staffs the
si ariesof the men are from twice to
il ee times those of the women holding
corresponding positions. A similar
state of things prevails with regard to
the teachers in primary schools.
Vet .ecisely the same tests are ap-
plied to the work of both, and the same
Jesuits are expected Who ever heard
of a teacher being excused on the
ground that she was a woman for fail-
ing to get her pupils through the stan-
dards? The cost of education in the case

of the woman was as great as in that of
the man ; she was obliged to spend just
as many years in preparing herself for
the position she holds ; she has to work
just as hard as he has; and she must
obtain the same results. The only
reasonable conclusion that one can
draw from these is that the difference
is due to the fact that in the one case
it is men who are being dealt with, in
the other it is women. . Political econo-
mists tell us that, in the case of profes-
sional men earning large incomes, a
considerable proportion of that income
is to he regarded as wages of ability.
Apparently, then, in the case of women
teachers their ability is regarded as
having no value that can be measured
by a money payment. One expects to
hear that 1 idy doctors are asked to take
lower fees than those usually paid to
medical men. I have taken the case of
teachers partly because, as I have said,
I belong to that section of workers
myself, but my hearers can apply the
same process of investigation to other
occupations in which men and women
work side by side, and see that an
even worse state of things prevails
there. Can such a system be defended
on any just grounds whatever ? . Sex
does not ijisahle women fiom being
employed in the most arduous and
dangerous occupations, hut it does dis-
able her from receiving what isregarded
—if a man’s wages are to he taken as a
guide—as the efficient reward of service.
The solution of the difficulty lies largely
with woman herself. She must recog-
nise that she has a right to have wants,
as many and as varied as possible ; and
that she has also a right to satisfy those
wants. She must recognise that every
disability imposed upon her is a greater
disability imposed upon the race. The
change must come from within, it can-
not come from without, and until we
realise that we can and must lie con-
scious agents in evolution the future
can hold no hope for us. (Loud ap-
plause.)

The motion was seconded by Mrs
Sievwright, spoken to by several mem-
bers of the Council and carried unani-
mously.

Domestic Servants.
Mrs W ells read a thoughtful paper

w ritten by Mrs Cotton, dealing with the
question of domestic service. The
writer pointed out that the scarcity of
good servants is the result of a senti-
ment, and a sentiment which we are all
Ixnind to respect, for it springs from the
necessity of obedience to the law of
individual development, which must

run side by side with altruism. 1 lie
remedy for the present unsatisfactory
state of things is to elevate the position
to that of a trade or profession ; to give
proper instruction, and rewards and
medals for competency; and to limit the
hours of service.

Monday, May 71H.
The Council met in committee and

passed the following resolution.—“ That
this National Council of Women re-
quests the Premier again to introduce
the hill for the repeal of the C.l). Acts,
and urges upon him not to allow the
present session to expire without remov-
ing tins blot from the Statute Hook.’

Women's Disabilities.
At 3 p.m. Mrs Sievw right moved :

“That this Council is of opinion that
the marriage laws of New Zealand
should he rendered remedial, and not
merely palliative, of disabilities at pre.
sent grievously affecting married w omen
and to this end that portion of the law-
relating to coverture, which reduces
woman to the condition of the merest
cipher, personally and civilly, should he
at once repealed.” Mrs Sievwright
said “coverture,” was a legal term
implying that when a woman married
she became, so far as all civil responsi-
bility was concerned, a cipher, a mere
nonentity; that ev< n the passage of the
Married W oman’s Property Act had not
relieved her from this absurd possession,
as it were, by her husband. The
reason for it, of cturse, was her econo
mic dependence on that husband. She
was only regarded as her husband’s
agent, and her husband might he sued
and compelled to pay for goods ordered
by her. The thousand and one incon-
veniences and real hardships endured
by a married woman without means of
her own, and who was maintained in a
perennial state of indigence by an unjust,
spendthrift, miserly man, or merely
unreasonable husband was, to her mind
—cruel as they were, —a small matter
compared with the degradation of the
consequent irresponsibility involved.

Mrs Hullock seconded the motion, say-
ing that they asked that in future marri-
age contracts neitherof the parties should
sign away their independence, but that
the woman should be entitled, not by
the man’s grace, but by the law of the
land, to one half of his income in retur n
for her services, both parties to he
equally liable for household expenses.
That was what she understood by
economic independence.

Mrs Williamson remarked that
according to the church service a /man
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on marrying said, “ With all my worldly
goods l thee endow.” This was twice
as much as the Council asked for. I hey
asked for only half.

Other members also spoke, and the
motion was put and carried unanimously.

Mrs Wells moved :

essential that women with men should
serve on juries where cases of infanti-
cide or offences against the person are
being tried.”

After discussion the motion was
carried, Mrs Tasker dissenting.

Constitutional Reform.
At 8 p.m. a paper on Constitutional

Reform, by Mrs Daldy, was read by
Miss Sheriff-Bain. The writer showed
that the Constitution of England, and
consequently of the colonies, was the
result of many generations of experi-
ence, and had been evolved from the
feudal rystem introduced into England
at the Norman Conquest. The system
was the growth of centuries, increasing
in breadth and width as ages passed;
but it must not be supposed that per-
fection had been reached. The ques-
tion now was, Had party government
served its purpose, and could an im-
proved system be introduced ?

Miss Bain moved “ That the sys-
tem of party government in New
Zealand has many evils connected with
it, and is entirely unsuited to the cir-
cunistances of the colony ”

; and “ I'hat
this Council views with dissatisfaction
the manifest inefficiency of the New
Zealand Parliament as an instrument
for obtaining beneficial legislation or
administration. The Council is of
opinion that, in order to effect any real
improvement in parliamentary methods,
the House of Representatives should
elect the members of the Cabinet, who
shall thus be made individually directly
responsible to and removable by the
House. The Council is further of
opinion that each member of the House
should be free to act according to the
wishes of his constituents or the dic-
tates of his conscience, and not be the
mere slave of party.”

After discussion the motions were
carried.

Tuesday May Bth.
Temperance Reform.

At the afternoon session Miss Ro-
berts read a pa per on the above subject.
She said she recognised that all that
made for righteousness must be an in-
ward force ; but she did believe that by
legislation we could make the condi-
tions favourable or unfavourable for the
operation of such a force, and she

claimed that it was our duty to see that
such conditions did exist as would
make it easy to do right and hard to do
wrong. As to revenue: we spend
/*2,500,000 in New Zealand to raise
£"500,000. What a wise people ! Ac-
cording to the Christchurch Press we
spend more than half that on our
police, gaols, asylums, hospitals, and
charitable aid all largely rendered
necessary by the drink traffic —and yet
our provision in this respect is not
nearly large enough.

After discussion, the following motions
were carried by a large majority :—“ 1.
That this Council reaffirms the great
democratic principle of government by a
majority on all questions. 2. That,
whereas the liquor traffic is declared
on undisputed authority to be the cause
of much misery, much vice, and much
crime, therefore this National Council
of Women pledges itself, on humani-
tarian grounds, to do all in its power
to discountenance the manufacture,
importation, and sale of alcoholic
liquors. 3. That this council ap-
proaches the Minister of Education
with a view to having scientific tem-
perance instruction on the nature
of alcohol and its effects on the human
body given to the children in our public
schools.” •

Illegitimacy.
At 8 p.m. Mrs Williamson read a

paper dealing with the above subject,
and the following motions were
carried :

“ 1. That this Council urges the Pre-
mier to introduce a bill raising the age
of protection of young persons to 21
years.

“ 2. That in view of the hardships
annually imposed upon many innocent
children by the condition of illegitimacy,
and the absolute uselessness as a de-
terrent from immorality of legal dis-
abilities indicted upon these children,
it is high time that all such legal dis-
qualifications were removed. That
considering (a) the great mortality
among illegitimate children, (b) the
neglectedcondition of many of them, who
help to swell the ranks of the criminal
and the diseased, the Council proposes

generous provision for the maintenance,
supervision, and education of all such
children; (2) that parents should be
obliged to contribute according to their
means to the support of their children ;

(3) that these children shall possess an
equal legal status with those born in
wedlock, and shall bear the name of
the father; (4) that in cases of intestacy

these children should share property
equally with any other children of the
same parent.

“3. That a public officer, who shall he
legally qualified, and who may be a
woman, be appointed, whose duty it
would be, on the registration of the birth
of an illegitimate child or before, to
discover parentage, with a view to
enforcing proper maintenance of the
child.

“ 4. That in view of the fact that num-
bers of children in this colony born out of
wedlock are seriously neglected, for
which reason many become a menace to
society, this council suggests that
cottage homes should be established in
various districts for the reception of
such children, who should be there
maintained until they have reached a
fitting age to pass into a State industrial
or technical school.”

WEDNESDAY, May 9.
Capital Punishment.

Miss Roberts moved, “ That capital
punishment be abolished.” After dis-
cussion the motion was carried by 10
votes to 2.

Constitutional Reform.
Miss Henderson moved—‘ That this

Council urges upon the Government the
necessity of introduing a Bill providing
for the application of the initiative and
referendum on all questions of social
importance.” Both, said Miss Hender-
son, were sound democratic principles.
From an educational point of view the
referendum would be most valuable#

The motion was carried by 9 votes to 1.

Local Government Reform.
At the evening session Mrs Wells

read a paper on the above subject, and
moved—“ That a further reform of our
local government system is desirable,
such reform to ensure that all men and
women entitled to exercise the parlia-
mentary franchise shall also be entitled
to exercise the local franchise." “ That
it is desirable that women shall occupy
seats on all local bodies.” “ That effec-
tive provision be made for the under-
taking and maintaining by local bodies
all public services of local utility, and
also of reproductive works and indus-
tries.” If we, said Mrs Wells, as indi-
viduals recognise the sacredness of ail
things secular, the foundations of the
“ city ” dreamed of by poets and philoso-
phers will have been laid.

After discussions the proposals were
put separately. The first was carried
by 7 votes to 3; the second by 3to 9
and the third unanimously.
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NEWS OF THE UNIONS
rely on our looil Unions to send us news

for this column. lIV cannot evolve it out of
our inner consciousness. '

Nelson.
The monthly meeting was held on

April 10th. A short address of en
couragement to workers was given by
Kev. j Crump, who also recommended
the reading of Kev. T. J. Wills book,
l'he Secretary was requested to

write Kev F. Isitt enquiring if any ac-
tion would be taken respecting the
meeting of J hewers and Licensed
\ ictuallers in Wellington who decided
to request the Premier to grant the
taking of Local Option Poll every nine
years. Dissatisfaction was also ex-
pressed at the local newspaper’s police
report of the state of the Public Houses.
A parcel of literature was sent for dis-
tribution to the V olunteer encampment
in Richmond.

Wellington.
The anniversary of the opening of

our Newtown Girl’s Association room
took place on 23rd of April, and was
very successful. A Concert and Fruit
banquet were much enjoyed, the girls
taking part in the proceedings with
much interest. The Newtown Com-
mittee anti the Pnion have arranged to
secure a piano for the room. We feel
sure friends will help us provide the
means to pay for it, small subscriptions
from large numbers being all that is
needed. One new member was pro-
posed. The New Zealand Alliance
has asked the Pnion to assist at its
Convention on 24 inst, by providing
lunch and tea, and a preliminary meet-
ing war held to make arrangements.

Naseby.
This Pnion met for business on April

25th. It was agreed to revert to the
annual subscription of 2s 6d, and to
meet monthly. The Petition re Tem-
perance Instruction in Public Schools
is being numerously signed. The
Pnic.. still keeps in touch with the
Temperance Society at Hlackstone
Hill. Some weeks ago our Secretary
visited tire Society and gave a No
License address.

Hamilton.
At our meeting held on April 10th we

had the pleasure of a visit from Miss
Maunder, of Hawera, who gave an in-
structive address. Her advice to keep
Teinpeiance literature in the railway
stations will be acted upon at once.
Miss Maunder and our Secretary, Mrs
T. Maunder, while spending a holiday
at Raglan, held a meeting and enrolled
three new members for our Pnion.
Another day they took a two hours’
drive to Te Mata and held a meeting
in a friend’s house. They could not
manage to form a Union in either
place, but some of the ladies have
promised to try and form a Hand of
Hope, also to distribute literature,
which is to be sent by our Pnion.

Pungarehu.
Our District President, Mrs Allan

Douglas, of New Plymouth, has paid
us a visit. Public meetings were held
at Rahotu, in the Wesleyan Church, on
April 9th, and at Pungarehu on April
16th. On each occasion, Kev J. H.
White, (Wesleyan) took the chair,
while the meetings were addressed by
Mrs Douglas. The local president and
others also took part, and musical items
were rendered by Misses Douglas and
Tregurtha and Messrs H. T. White
and Puketapu, the latter singing in his

own language, and also giving a telling
temperance address through an inter-
preter. Nine pledges were taken and
collections made on behalf of the
W.C.T.U. work. A drawing room
meeting which had been arranged for
Tuesday afternoon, had unfortunately
to be relinquished owing to a steady
downpour of Taranaki rain. Mrs
Douglas visited a number of the mem -
bers ot the Union in the district, and
her visit will long be remembered with
pleasure by her friends here.

Feilding.
Through ill-health our President,

Miss Minchin, has not been with us for
some time, but we hope a change of
air will soon restore her. Our mem-
bers are busy making a Hand of Hope
banner, upon which suitable Hiblical
texts are being worked. Copies of the
Petition relating to Scientific Temper
ance Instruction are being freely circu-
lated and signed.

The Kosa lionheur monument at
Fontainebleau will be modelled under
the direction of her brother Isidore. It
will consist of a bull in bronze, enlarged
from a model made by Kosa Bonheur
herself. One si je of the pedestal will
bear a bronze bas-relief of “ The Horse
Fair,” and the panel on the other side
will contain a group of cattle from an-
other of her paintings. At the rear
end of the pedestal an upright panel
will exhibit the bas-relief of a stag, and
at the front end there will he a bronze
medallion portrait of the artist and the
inscription.

Half-a-crown a year will procure you a copy
of the White Ribbon, posted direct, and you
will thus !>*• kept in touch with a largo section
of the thoughtful women of the colony.

THE WHITE RIBBON. 11
aJRBB C*tits

French and English Novelty Robes, 15* 6d. 21*, 29 1 *’>1.429
A SjK'cial Line of »Yetty Check Tweeds, 8s 1)1, full Dress
New Designs in Figured Lustres, 2s *>d, 2s lid, -Is lid,

4s lid, 5a lid
Splendid Selection of Yigoreux Serges. Is lid, 2s lid, 3s Ud
Beautiful Designs in Half-Mourning Lustres, 15s 91, 24s fid,

29s fid, Dress
Latest Shades in French Foulles, Is 9d, Is 11 1. 2s 3d, 2s »h 1
Japanese Silks, all Colours, a Bargain, Price Is 6i

FANCY
Our Famous 4-dome “Trilby” Kul (lloves, every Pair

Guaranteed. 2s 6d
White Sunshades, 2s lid, 3s lid, *>s lid, 9s *Jd. l.>s *>l. 21s
Novelty Fall Nets and Gossamers 9Ad, Is, Is lid. 2s <ll
White Lisle and Net Cycling Gloves. 4Ad. 6Ad. 9Ad, Is
Novelty Sunshades, 3* lid, 5s lid, 7s lid. 10s 9J, l.»s *ll
The Kid Glove*. 1 dome, all shades, 2* 111, Guaranteed
Fashionable Silk it v“s, all newestColours. 2s 6d, 3i »i l4s *kl
Latest Novelties in C iffs, Collars, Dices, Chiffons, Belt Clasps

MARCHES rER
Lovely New Blouse Prints,
Veiy Choice Fancy Cambrics, 5Ad. 7Ad, O.pl
Charming New Washing Delaines, 4jd. *>Ad
Fashionable Drills, plain and striped, *»jd, SA 1 and 11Ad
Spotted Mus ins. new designs, ♦»4»1, HA 1,10 Aito Is 9d.
Tucked and Embroidered Lawns, '.*Al, 11Ad Is 111 is 11 .

BEATH
& CO.

FOR UF-TO-DAT
Goods

BEATH
\ CO

For First-class
Dressmaking

AT
Reasonable Charges

SHOWROOM
Children'll Leghorn Flop Hat*. Is lid, 2h Oil, 2s lid, ds In!
New Fine and Coarse Straw Flops. 2s 01, 3s lid, and 4s «hI
Sailor Hats, trimmed, assorted, Is 6d. Is lid, 2s 6d, 2s lltl
College Straw Sailors, trim., 2s Gd, ?s 1 Id, 3s Gd, 3s lid, 4s GJ
Children's Speckled and White Galatea*. Is lid, 2s Gd, 3* Gd
Ladies and Children's Trimmed Hats and Loin.eta, 0* Gd,

12s Gd, 15s Gd. 18s Gd, 21s, 27s Gd, 42s
Children's Silk, Satin and Lace Hats and Bonnets, a splendid

assortment, beautiful goods
New White Skirts, trimmed embroidery and lace, 3s lid,

4s lid, 7s Gd, 10< Gd
FamouslVD. Corsets, 4s lid, 3sod, 7s lid, 10sGd, 15sGd. 17sGd
Corsets. Beaufort, and all other Up-to-date makes, 2-*> lid,

4s Gd. 5s Gd, Gs G 1, Os Gd
New Combination l’iuafore and Sun Bonnet, 2s -Id, 2s lid
New Muslin and Diaper Pinafores, Is Gd Is lid, 2s Gd, .‘is lid
Great \ ariety in Ladies' and Children's Underclothing
Mew GarihaMi's, just o|»ened, 2s,id, 2s lid, 3sGd. 4sGd, 7s Gd
New Twee 1 Coat and Costumes, 10*Gd, 25 Oil. 27* Gd, 42s
New Gra-s Lawn O. and S Costumes. 25s Oil, 20s Gd,‘3ss
White Pi'jut Skirt*, choice, 7s Gd. Os lid, 15s Od. 21s
New Serge and I u*tre skirt*, Gs lid, 8s lid, 10* Od Lis Gd
Black Lustre an l Crepon skirts, 10*01, l:i*Gd. 15s'Od. 18* Gl
Black Lice Mantles, 12s lid 15s Gd. 10* Gd. 2’is Gd. 35s
New Cloth ('apes, 12s lid, 14* lid, Ms Gd, 25* Gd, 32s Gd
Black Silk Mantles. 20* Gl» 3!** Gd 40s Gd, Ad*, 10.5 m
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W. STRANGE AND CO’S ■

Great + Cash + Emporium
AS THE BEST FOK EVERYTHING FOR

A\» IIOi;$l|]||OLI» i JS™
TO CHRISTCHURCH cannot fail to be impressed with the Enormous

Stocks we show in every section of our Great Warehouse and Show-roomsV
DRESS AM) MAN ILK MAKING In all their branches under the MOST SKILFUL MANAGEMENT

WEDDING OUTFITS A SPECIALITY.

PLEASE WRITE FOR SAMPLES, WHICH WILL HE SENT FROM ANY DEPARTMENT, POST PAID, TO ANY PART OF
THE COLONY.

VICTORIA HOUSE, CHRISTCHURCH

J. T, BROWN & SON
TIMBER

AND

COAL MERCHANTS

CORNER COLOMBO&TUAM STS.,
P.O. BOX 306. Telephone No. 72.

TAYLOR & OAKLEY,
SANITARY PLUMBERS, VENTILATING

ENGINEERS, TINSMITHS, BRASS-
founders, etc.

Agents and Manufacturers of
BOYLE’S LATEST - IMPROVED

Ventilating Appliances.
CATBBDBAL GLASS I BADLI6HTS

MADE TO DESIGN
(Or we can forward Pattern Sktets for selection

of suitable lights).
Importers of—

Plumbers’, Gasfitters’, Engineers’, and
Tinsmiths’ Requirements.

Enquiries from the Trade solicited.
23 'H AM ST. WEST, CHRISICHURCH.

CHARLES RAY “ OUR FEDERATION.”
(Late Foreman, Waller, Myhre \ Co.) f v FFICIAL Organ of the WOMAN’SCHRIS-

V f TIAN TEMPERANCE UNION of AUS-
‘ACME’ CYCLE WORKS TRALASIA ( Editor : Mrs E. W. Nicholls).

NEXT TRAMWAY CO’s WORKS

Worcester Street, Christchurch,
Engineer & Cycle Manufacturer

English, American ,
& Colonial

Cycles repaired with despatch.
Agent for Dayton and Niagara.

PRACTICAL WORKMANSHIP
REASONABLE CHARGES

Bright, Interesting, Instructive,
Non-Sectarian.

Advocates W’oman’s Franchise, Purity, Total
Abstinence, Prohibition.

Price, Is 6d per annum, post free. Order
from Miss Lockwood, Whinhain Street, Fitz*
coy, Ovingham, South Australia.

The “ White Ribbon ”

Is published on or about the 15th of each
month, and is forwarded, post free to any pcit

of the Colony for
2s 6d per annum

It is the property of the New Zealand
Women’s Christian Teuipeiance Union, and
aims to 1 e not only Representative of the
Union, but also of

EVERY SOCIETY OF WOMEN,
which has for its object
THE UPLIFTING of HUMANITY
The White Ribbon is the only Women’s
Paper in the colony. It is edited, written
for. and published 1y a staff of women, each
memberof w hich giresherservii esgratuitously
Any profit that may be made will be devoted
to enlarging or improving the paper.

Volunteers are wanted to push the Whiti
Ribbon.

Any infoimation will lx* given on application
to the Office,

201, HEREFORD • STREET, Christchurch

GEORGE & KERSLEY.
THE ECONOMIC.

Immense Shipments Blousing and Dress, Prints
and Cottons (Please write for Patterns,

Post Free), Now on View'.

LAMBTON QUAY, Wellington.
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