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English Women Workers.
We have received the official repoit of
the Conference of Women \\ orkers
held at Croydon in October last. 1 he
Conference was arranged by the Na-
tional Union of Women Woikers of
Great Britain and Ireland.

This Union consists of (a) ordinary
members, who shall be women workers
subscribing at least five shillings an-
nually, and (6) corporate members, that
is, members of local unions which sub-
scribe at the rate of five shillings for
every twenty-five members or less, on
their roll. The Union is federated
with the International Council of
Women. The Governing body of the
Union is called the National Council,
and consists of representatives of the
Local Unions, representatives of all
Societies of Women nationally orga-
nised, and of all members of the Execu-
tive Committee. This Executive Com-
mittee is elected by the National Coun-
cil, but has power to add four to its
number. No one is eligible for nomi-
nation who has not been a member of
the Union for at least a year.

* • •

The report of the Conference is pub-
lished in two vols., containir g some 268
pages, and is sold for 2s (d per copy.
It contains the addresses and papers
delivered and read ; lists of the officers,
Genera l Committees and Sub-Commit-
tees ; Constitution, Bye - laws and
Standing Orders, and lists of the sub-

scribing members. The latter con-
tains the names of a large number of
titled ladies, and shows that many
members of the British aristocracy are
not content to be counted among the
drones of society.

• • *

The Conference lasted four days, and
those who think that our New Zealand
National Council undertakes too much
work would standappalled at theactivity
of these English ladies. The programme
for the first day included half-an-hour
for devotion, an address of welcome,
the Presidential address, and no fewer
than twelve papers. Nearly all these
papers were followed by discussion, and
the English method (that of nominating
speakers), alone could have enabled
the Conference to get through such a

mass of work. Many of the subjects
were what may be considered specially
women’s subjects, such as the care of
children, nursing, the life of women as
elementary school teachers, rescue
work, young Englishwomen on the
Continent, and Prison work.

• * •

Temperance occupied a prominent
place in the programme. It consisted
of a paper on the medical aspect of
temperance by Mrs Clare Goalett,
methods of attacking intenipetance (<i)
through the medium of Homes, by
Lady Elizabeth Biddulph, (b ) by Bands
of Hope, by the Hon Mrs Eliot Yorke,
and (f) by Legislative action, by Mrs
H J. Wilson.

The fourt i day was devoted to a dis-
cussion on the attempt to revive the
C.D. Acts, and to a consideration of
practical rescue work.

The resolution on the former was
moved by Mrs Fawcett in a very able
speech, and was seconded by the Hon.
Mrs A. T. Lyttelton. Mrs Fawcett
quoted statistics published by the Go-
vernment, showing that during the ope-
ration of the Acts in India venereal
diseases increased in twenty-four years
from 212 per thousand in 1865, to 480
per thousand in 1889. She said that
the Acts were a failure because they
were based on wrong moral principles.
A number of instances were quoted
from official documents showing that
the Acts were regarded as direct and
open inducements to vicious habits.

• * *

The eJucational side of co-operation
was the title of interesting papers by
Mrs Greenwood and Miss C. Webb.
Many of the co-operative societies make
grants out of their profits for educa-
tional purposes. Last year the grants
for these purposes had amounted to no
less than £46,752. The aggregate
capital of the co-operative societies
amounted to ove* sixteen millions,
their turn-over to fifty-two millions, and
their profits to between five and six
millions Besides the grants for edu-
cational purposes, some twenty thou-
sand pounds was voted to charity.



Other noteworthy papers were
“The Early Care and Training of
Children under the Poor Law,” by Mrs
Francis Rye, and the Hon Mrs A T.
Lyttelton ; “ The Work of Lady Visi-
tors in Prisons,” by the Duchess of
Bedford and Miss E. A. Cadbury
“ Can Punishment be Made Remedial
rather than Punitive ?” by Mrs Sheldon
Amos; “ Power in Work,” by Miss E.
M. Caillatd ; and “ The Pain of the
World—How to Face It,” by Miss Clif-
ford. Taken as a whole, the Report of
the Conference impresses one with the
idea of the immense moral force such a
federation of women workers possesses.

Reports of District Unions.

AUCKLAND.
This Union is doing good work, hiving met

regularly. Several i-übjecta have been dis-
cussed. Four visitors have given us much
good cheer by th»-ir kind advice, loving coun-
sel, and general views of Union work all along
the line. Prayer meetings have o. casionally
been held. A L.T.L. has also l*een commenced.
A petition has also l*»en sent to Parliament,
re Yeung Person’s Protection Hill Collections
have been taken in connection with the relief
work.

Davenport rep»rts fairly good attendanc*
and great interest in the work, literature
Wing regularly distributed and left in the
ferry Ixiats. One drawing-room meeting has
Wen held, two Mother's me. tings, and one on
“ Social Purity." The subject of Narcotics
has also been discussed.

Tauranga reports holding its own, having
had two puMio meetings and takens2 plelges.
Occasional visits have been paid to the Maori
settlements, which were much appreciated.
“ Social Purity ” literature has also teen
judiciously distributed.

GISBORNE.
This Union holds monthly meetings. Tho

chief work of the year has been the inaug'ir.-
tim of a scheme for opening Coffee and R. a 1-
ing Ro<>ms. Canon Farm's sermon, “ Make
straight paths for your feet,” was also dintril u-
ted by the members, an 1 two special meetings
have Wen held.

NEW PLYMOUTH.
This Union was re-organisod under tae

guidance of Miss Powell luring her visit ’ast
September, when she visited the auxiliaries
also, with much profit to the Union We in-
tend a new departure, viz., holding meetings
in the evenings for th*e engaged in business
as well as the day meetings, which are found
most suitable for many ofour memWrs. Dur-
ing the year we received a legacy of jfcl 2s 6d
from the estate of the late Miss R. Hay ley,
whose death makes a break in our ranks.
Last NovemWr an attempt was made to pro-
vide a refreshment booth the Agricultural
Show, but failed for lack of sufficient asshtance.
Our departments of work are literature, fran-
chise, visiting, evr.ngelistio work, and fiiend-
less giris. Midhirst takes up evangelistic,
foreig ' m.scions, social purity, and literature
depart aieEts. At Pungarehu, owing to the

smallness of their numWrs and the scattered
population, they hold meetings only once a
quarter. The distribution of literature is
carried on. A visit from Mrs Isitt was cheer-
ing and helpful. At Stratford, 19 ordinary
and two public m etings have Wen held during
the year. Several branches of work are under-
taken : juvenile, hygiene and food reform,
influencing the Press, social purity, narx»tics,
rescue work, and literature.

NAPIER.
Two great events in the report of this

Union’s work have been the prejiarations for
the reception of the meuiWrs of Convention,
and the relief work in eonneeti m with the
disastrous floods last year. For the latter
object we received three guineas from different
uni ms, al-o a box of useful clothing, which
were very acceptable. Evangelistic work is
still carried on, also regular visiting at the
hospital and other institutions, and the dis-
tribution of literature. Mrs Hill has kindly
presented us with a very handsome framed
motto. Ormondville was formed by Mrs
I-itt aWut six months ago, and l iter on visited
by Miss Powell. The only work at present
undertaken is the distribution of literature.

HAWERA.
Hawera, Maraia, and Eltham are still hold-

ing their own, the few new members only
suppling those who fall out by indifference, or
removal. In Hawera several unsuccessful at-
tempts have l»een made to hold Home meet-
ings, and at last two have been held which
were, I think, appreciated. The monthly
meetings h ive Wen regularly held except once,
when only the Secretary speared. A pocket
has been put in the ladlin’ waiting room for
evangelistic and temperance literature. In
July, Mr- Isitt conducted a Woman’s meeting
in the Wesleyan church. Miss Powell also held
a meeting in Hawera, and visited some of the
outlying districts. At M mai l a very success-
ful Hand of Hope is Wing carried on some-
’vhat on L.T.L. lines. At Eltham there is a
strong desire to start a Coffee Koom, but they
have to wait until they get more information as
to howto work it. Since the new year a Somer-
set Union has been organlsed at Okaiawa and
two of the iiiernWrs have undertaken to carry
on a branch of the Loyal Temperanee Legion to
W held fortnightly for an hour in the after-
noon.

Wanganui.
Wanganui has to report the addition of

several departments. Juvenile work has l>een
taken up, consisting of a class for girls. A
couple of member* teach knifing, sewing, and
darning, temperance and religious instruction
being imparted. I should also add how much
we apjveciate the advice of Miss Hewson, late
of Christchurch, in assisting to form the class.
Relief work :—Several families have been as-
sisted, parcels of clothing being received
and distributed a nong the needy. A Com-
mittee was also appointed to visit the hospital,
speabing a few kindly words and leaving suit-
aide literature, which appears to W much ap-
preciated by the patients.

The box at the Railway Station is regularly
visited and kept well supplied with literature.
A special tffoit was mane at the time of Mrs
Isitt’s visit to attract outsiders to the mating.
It took the form of a social. Much good
has Wen done, met tings being held regu-
larly, and a lively interest taken in the mauy

questions discussed. We have now one auxili-
ary, Turakina, which was formed by Miss
Powell in August. Five meetings have been
h»*l<l and duly reported in the local press, a
flourishing L.T.L. also Wing carried on and
a quantity of literature distributed.

PALMERSTON NORTH.
Pahiatua. This Union has only been formed

since July. Being so short a time in exis-
tence it has not W*n able to do much. Meet-
ings are Wing held, both for business and
prayer. A L.T L. has Wen f *ruied with a
m-mWrship of 39, which is most encouraging.
We are hoping to improve as we grow older.

Woodville. Five branches of work have !>een
taken up. A good Hand of Hope has l**>on es-
tablished here. Reports of meetings sent to
locaJ papers. We hope next year to take up
more work.

Ashurst is still struggling on. A visit from
Mrs Wiigßy cheered them, and they hope in
the future to do more than they have done.

Feilding is doing good work, the following
Wing taken u;i:—Hand of Hope, relief work,
unfermented wine, gymnasium for girls, Press
work, and literature distributed. Afternoon
tea is provided by the ladies to the members
and friends of the cricket club during the •

summer months.
D.mnevirke has only Wen formed four months.

The work they have in hand is a Youth’s
Club, and relief work.

Timkina has only leen in existence 11
months, but they arc doing wuat they can to
forward the work. They have a L T.L. which
is progressing favourably.

Colyton Wing a new branch have not much
to report. Influencing the Press, reporting
meetings, and distributing literature has been
their work.

Marton. The work carried on hen* is as fol-
lows : —Missi »nary, educational, unfermented
wine*, literature, and a L.T L. Miss Powell
visited us in August, and stirred us up to
greater activity in our work.

Foxton. Another of theauiiliariesorganised
dming the winter has held five meetings, all
of which were reported to the local press.

WELLINGTON.
The branches of work engaged in by the Wel-

lington Union are, evangelistic work, visiting
the gaol Wing a special part of this work,
hospital work, in which we were greatly
cheered and helped by a visit from Mrs
Harney, who conducted Bible readings for
women, and addressed two public meetings in
Wesley churcn ; Juvenile depravity, in con-
nection with which, Lady Stout kindly lent her
drawing-room to hold a mating. Other meet-
ings followed, w’hich resulted in the formation
of a “ Society for tno protection of women and
children.” Mothers’ meetings, held once a
month ; literature, railway boxes being kept
supplied ; White Rihbjn ; Press. A lecture
was given by Rev F. H. Spencer, with a
magic lantern, on Physiological Temperance.
At lVtone a branch was formed in August by
Miss L. M. Kirk, in which the Girl’s Sewing
Guild is a leading feature. At Masterton,
temperance sentiment is steadily growingacd
the outlook encouraging. Twelve meetings
have W»*n held. Unfortunately the Coffee
rooms have had to be given up, owing to the
raising of the rent, but it is hoped that they
will be opened again in the winter. The
Levin branch was refreshed by a visit from
Mrs Isitt. l’he distribution of literature u»
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the only woik undertaken. Regular meeting*
have t een held.

CHRISTCHURCH.
Christchurch increased its mtinliership last

year by 12. The past year has he«*n a busy
one. The following departments are worked
by the Union : Evangelistic. literature,
library, hygiene, juv* nile work, drawing-
room meeting, relief work, nscue work, scien-
tific tem|»erHnce, Nundsy trading, mothers’
meeting, social purity, legal and parlianon-
tary. The Union al»o has charge of two Cof-
fee rooms, which are well {tatronimal. The
luncheon booth at the Agricultural Show was
this year a great success. The Union still pays
for the Women’s page in the Prohibitionist.

Leeaton reports eleven meetings held during
the year. Addresses ha.e been given on
Hygiene, and Food Reform, and **n nursing the
sick. 1000 Unfi ts (Prohibition in Kansas)
have been distributed throughout the electo-
rate. Most of the departments are taken up.

Ashburton holds monthly mootings. Cot-
tage meetings have l»een held and tem)>erance
lessons given to th** public school children.
Cases of clothing were also sent to Hastings
for Flood Relief fund. Then has l»een an in-
crease in membership, and more suhscrilters
obtained for the White Ribbon.

I'imaiu is Rtill holding its own and the
Union’s spec ial work is doneamongst the sailors
who frequent the port.

Lyttelton holds weekly meetings, when tem-
perance and missionary work receives atten-
tion. Maori work is carried on under the
suj»erintendent, and the Pah is visited by the
members of the Union, when an evening’s en-
tertain nent is provided.

Kaiapoi has held Reveral public meetings,
and has received visits from Mrs Barney and
Mrs Isitt. The Coffee-ro< ms aro self-support-
ing. Leaflets have been distributed, and edu-
cational meetings, and Bible meetings, held.
The auxiliaries have also been visited.

Kangiora and Ainherit y are still holding on,
and efforts have bees mad- to interest the pub-
lic in the work by holding public meetings.

BLENHEIM.
The thanks of the Union are again due to

Miss Yotimans, of Wellington, for a series of
tableaux and entertainments, which were very
successful, adding j£2s to the funds. Also, to
Miss R. Rose and her fri nds who organised
si d successfully carried out a Competition Con-
cert, netting over 411.

The Union secured the Ix-oth privileges at
the( y?lmg Club's sportßon May 21, at Friendly
SocUties sports on Nov 9, and again at the A.
sr 1 P. Show on 24th Nov, giving us a net re-
turn of t‘s for the fiist. A!7 12s for the second,
and £. S for the Show. Literature : This
branch f*f the work has be* n regularly at-
tended to, under th** sup*riot* ndcnce of Mrs
Brewer, and Mrs Wh* eler. Drawing-room
meetings were held at M••dames Rose's and
tiirling’s respectively, and were well attended
and much enjoyed. Mrs Isitt visited our dis-
trict and &<ldrers<d vaiious meetings in the
Union interests. The rooms are not doing the
business we would desire as we have a deal of
opposition. Miss Gaunn'e Las t>een in
ch trge since Novctu!>er lN9t>, and gives every
satisfaction.

GKE* MOUTH.
Meetings are b<*ng held m nthly and the fol-

lowing work hasl**cu tak n up :—Prayer uieet-

ings held in different houses, v**ssels in
visited on Sunday morning and temperance
literature distributed. A district has l*een
taken and suitable reading matter left. This
branch is much appreciated by those visited ;

a most flo rishing L.T.L. society, the toy*
and girls taking a great deal of interest in the
work. There are 90 on the roll. Miss Kirk’s
visit during *h»* year resulted in more aotivity
amongst the meinlters and six «ew ones join* d.
The h« spital is also visited Hrutnerton has
a most flourishing Union, members taking an
unusual interest in the work. This union has
the follow ing branches missionary meetings,
literature distributed, and relief work. Miss
Kirk's visit was a great boon, and a Hoy s
Club is to I e started as one result of her visit.

HOKITIKA.
This Union is continuing its good work, the

following branches Wing taken up : Parlia-
mentary, Pre*s, literature, and missionary,
evangelistic, and juvenile have b**eu most en-
couraging. Cottage meetings an* held weekly,
and are well attended. A young girl’s sow-
ing class was held during the winter months
and proved most instructive. This class con-
sisted of 20 ineiuWrs. During their meetings
the subject of tem|H*ntnce was placed before
them, an<l IN signed the pledge. We wire
pleased with Miss Kiik’s visit, when good
Meeting* were held. We thank (»od for tue
past, and take courage for the future.

DUNEDIN.
The usual number of meetings was held

during the year, and at the meeting held to
welcome and listen to Mrs Painey, about 100
persons signed the pledge.

Several memWrs of Parliament were soli-
cited by correspondence to use their influence
in favour of women Wing appointed as ineui-
Wrs of Charitable Aid Boards, the reply from
each Wing satisfact >ry.

The annual tea-meeting ii connection with
the Sailor’s Kcsl was held, and was quite a
success.

Parliament was also solicited for a grant of
money towards a Reformatory, but the sum
placed at disjv>sal had already B*en spent.

Port Chalmers auxiliary. Mia«ionary work
has l>een added during the year. Nine busi-
ness meetings held and four cottage meetings.
A woman’s tea-meeting cairn* off in the Rest,
which was. in every sense, a success.

MemWrs,however,have I cen much .lidiearten-
ed at the consumption of strong drink that goes
on in their midst, and fe« 1 that u things are,
they are utterly powerless to check it.

The annual meeting was held in the
Mechanics' Institute, Miss Griffin, in the ab-
sence of the president, piesidmg. Finances
were in good condition.

It is pleasing to note that members of the
W.C.T.U. continue to tike a warm interest in
the Hands of Hope carried on in the town.

West Taieri. Member* on the roll, 13, and
there have l*en ten meetings. Cottage meet-
ings have been frequent and much appreciated.
Temperance liteiatuie has l>een distributed,
and done good service. Mission boxes and
Nailer’s Rests tare been helped byway of l*ags,
books, and money collected. The work is,
however, carried * n under difficulties; themom-
Wrs are so scattered and mo-tare busy mothers,
and find it shard to have their homes and
walk two or three miles. There are two pros-
perous Good Templar lodges with a credit-
able roil of memWrs, and it is cheering to be

able to say that the temperance cause his a
high stand in our midst.

At Naseby ten meetings have l»e* n held.
Mother** meeting is held weekly ; a p«*or Wx
is kept ; collections made and special cases of
distress are relieve!. Th** White Ribbon
paper is supported. The chief work is pr>-
in* ting tem|*emnoe.

Invercargill has not been idle during the
past year. Thirteen meetings of the Union,
and about the same number of extra meeting*
have been held and l**en fairly well attended.
Arrangements were made early in the year
with the proprietor of the Southern Cross that
on the payment of a small sum we should have
half a column in w hich to insert teni|»eran>*e
notes, or any articles which would help us in
our work. This has le-en continued during the
tear and we Wlieve that g«x>J has been done.
lA«t May a visit was received from Mrs Har-
ney, W. Superintendent Prison Work, which
for a timeroused our member* to greater in-
terest in the mirt-ioa. Several public rnoet-
ngß were held, and were well attended. A
drawing-r«s»m meeting was held on the last day
of Mrs Harney s visit

Friendless Girls.—This branch of the work
has not been uegleetcd, and a large number of
girls have again b *«*n he’p* d. Mrs Harney’s
visit led to *he ests.olishment of the “ Victoria
Horn*,” which haf j already afforded shelter to
many. Hospital visiting has been carried on
during the year. and our visitors have had
much to cheer them in their work. The litera-
ture boxes have l*een kept well supplied.

Juvenile depravity.—A deputation waited
on the Mayor to ascertain if anything **ould l>e
done to prevent young children walking th**
streets after dark. The Mayor regretted the
fact that the Council could do nothing in the
matter.

Reports of Departments.

DUNEDIN SAILOU6’ REST.

Referring to the Dunedin Sailors’ Rest, Mrs
Kirkland writes:—“ We, of the Dunedin W.C.
T.U., are truly glad that the “Feet’’is our
very own, and that no me can hinder us in
rur work.’ Mrs Kirkland. Mrs Don, Miss
Sfca nam, and others, take a lively interest in
the* Rest,” and frequently h Id meetings for
sailors. The following report has lieer sup-
plied by the “ Rest ” Missionary:

The Dunedin Sailors’ Rest was opened sth
July, IHN7. Almost every day since ;hat dite
its doors have been o}**n for sailors of all
Nations. Daily they come to rend, write their
letters, chat with each other, or listen to the
Gospel story. In order to win their presence,
we visit every vessel thit comes into hart*our,
and when with us we endeavour to show eve*y
kindrees within our power. Writing material
is provided free; we freely distribute teus of
tho’if *nds of tracts, j ap* rs, magazines, and
books yearly. As there is considerable wear
and tear, besides giving parcels of reading
matter to vessels h aving port, c*e sh >uld be
very grateful if friends w.»uld /or ward aijy
spare l>ooks, Ac , in any language.
The Postal authorities kindly allow printed
matter to pass free if addre sed to me a* the
Rest. No seaman h aves port, if we know it,
without a Bible or Testament. Though many
thou-ands come in and out during the year,
money is nev* r mention* d to any se.itnan. We
trust God to supply all the needs of the Rest
from other source*.
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Of course, apiri fr<»ir direct spiritur.l work
wc* try, a* far an we can. to a-sist any in tern,
poral need. Almost daily case* confront us—

food, shelter, clothing, work and advice. Fre-
quently we get billets on l»mrd ship for youth*
who hire b.H n drifting < n shore, no that they
may start afresh.

Often during the year we hare the men to-
gether for a t-up of tea and kindly counsel from
shore frier d4. For instance, last night (Feb
4th) over MO seamen and friends sat down to
a comfortable tea provided by "Best ” workers,
after which, *h<>rt addreuses were given by the
Rev l>r. Annaui, of the S*»u'h Sea Islands,
and other friend*, including several seamen.
These gathorin ,s are much appreciated by the
sailors.

We rejoi *e most over the spiritual wo*k.
Gospel meetings are h» Id every Friday aid
Sunday even ngs. with «poodattendance. It is
no uncommon tiling to see Britons, American!,
Swedes, Norwegian?, D.aaes,Germans,ltaliar s,
French. Russian*. a*»d men of other nari* ns,
joining together in a hvinn, or quietly liston-
ing to the Gospd of Qod'i gra *e, not un.'****-
quently from the lips of one of their own
number. God has again, during the p>a-t
year, woodrously blessed those meetings, and
espacially the p rso ial d almg with sou’s.
Volumes could W filled with extracts from
sailois' letters, masters, oAcers, and men.
thanking God for blessings received.

Apart from the “ Rest" we give what time
we can spar • to the weary, sick, and dying,—
especially seamen in th»* Hospital, Ac.

Most gratefully do we thank the Harbour
Master. Shipping Master, and Shipping Re-
}orter for kindly aid? the proprietors of the
** Daily Times,** ** Kvening Star,” "Christian
Outlook,” “ Advocate.” and other papers for
free copies ; several coal com anies for coal ;

many friends f »r help in donations, Bibles,
l>noks, magazine. n wspapers, writing mate-
rial, weekly supplies of fioweri, Ac., and
specially all kind friends who personally have
come down to help at the Rest from time to
time.

TIM ABU SAILORS* REST.
The energies of the Tirnarn I Tnion have l»een

COUC ntrate l chiefly in maintaining the Sailors’
Rest, whi h has been well patronised and ap-
preciated by the siilor* visiting this port. Our
Union has been much encouraged to go on
with thi- needful w rk, as sailors leaving port
*.ften le*ve a letter thanking the members of
the Union, and especially the caretaker of the
Rest, for help received during their stay in
port. .

Through the kindness of the Harbour Board,
four of our members were formed into a visit-
ing committee to the R*-st, and concerts are
a»ranged for the seamen every few tnoc’hs.
On Sunday nights the Rest is always open, and
San key's Hymns are sung. Temperance lite-
rature ha* been distributed at regular intervals.

M Avisos,
Sec. Timaru Union.

OAMABU BOY’S CLUB
The report showed that the Boys’ Club had

l*een conducted on the lines so successfully
carried cut by Miss Filleul for the past ten
years. The hoys evinced great admiration and
kindly remembrance of their former superin-
tendent. The library c nsists of 125 volumes
of excell* ni books, which wen* much appre-
ciated by the boys. By moans of an entertain-
ment funds had beon provided for i net easing
their stock of carpenter’* tools etc., and hopes

were entertained of getting a good -tart again
in March. The treasurer reported a credit
balance of JO 11s.

LITER tTUBK.
The Unl«*u«, excepting Naseby and Wanga-

nui have » «>t sent me any report*. They seem
to think it quite s-i.li.i-nt to mention the
literature in their g«n*tsl reports, i think
it would I** well if more ooti<-e were taken of
the improper literature whi<h is U*ing so
freely circulated. I wrote to the Minister of
Justioe re certain papers which were add in
neverul shops in Christchurch lam afraid
very little lias been d<>ne ns yet, I ut the sub-
ject must not f*»* all w**d to drop. The police
department wants making up on this matter,
f«»r much that is indictable i- being circulated.
Wanganui sets a good exam-h- in furnishing
the waiting- o m at the railway station with
suita 1 le literature: this could l*e done with
great advantage at every station There ha*
been s gieat demand for social purity literature
during the past year, but I have been a’ le to
supply very lit- le, owing to lack of funds for
purchasing -uitable literature cr to order it
from America. I sent to America for » supply
of the leaflet, “ Whose Daughter,” in-toad of
getting the printing done here. 15H0 copies
were sent me, and only 600 were sold to the
Unions. Some*me, therefore, tans’ bar the
loss. No su|**rintendent can do this work
without funds, and the subject want* more
than a pas-ing thought. There are many
earnest, vigorous women in the Uni ns now,
and I hop* some one will take up the work
»ud mike in ire of it than I have time or
strength to do. I hive had great pies sure in
my work, and have enjoyed the fellowship
of my fellow workers, lam not eligible for
re-election, but shall lie glad to give any as-
sistance in my power.

CLARA VENABLES,
Su|**rinteii lent.

USTFERMENTED WINK.
I am so grieved that owing to illness I have

been unable to diaw up anything like a report
of my work for the year, but a good deal of
correspondence ha* taken place with some of
our vine growers, the chief difficulty with
them is getting the right kind of grapes, and
the risk of a market. However, some of them
will, 1 believe, try to make it in small quan-
tities.

Have written to all Clerks of Presbyteries
throughout Now Zealand re the use of ” Un-
fermented Wine” at the Communion, and have
received answers from the following:—

Haw kes Hay.—ln general us**.
Lyttelton.—More than half the churches use

it, i hat is about 12.
Geraldine. —Three churches use it.
N**lson.—All the churches use the wine, or

wiue lo**%lly made.
Matuura.—Two churches only use it.

< himaru —Three out of seven churches us* 1 it.
Auneh W. Beoo,

Superintendent.

PRESS WORK
In presenting my report on the Press Depart-

ment, I have to deplore the fact, that it appear*
to be the one most difficult to work success-
fully. The opp >sition of the average new--
paper to the work in which we are engaged
makes it almost impossible to reach the pub-
lic, and to influence them through the l’vsa.

During the year I forwarded circulars to all
the I)i-tr ct Union-, request ng them t » he
careful to s--nd iejs*rt* to daily paper*, also to
White Ribhom, an t W» man’s Page iu ProAw*.
fiosis* and also advi-ing them to make a* much
use a* possible of the correspondence columns.
Some of the District Uni n* sent reports of
what they themselves were do ng. but Ka-apui
is the only District Uni n which collected
uixiliary reports. All Unions forward reports
of uoetings to daily {taper*. a d advertise
■p* cial meeting*. Christchurch h iasentcor-
resp*>nden«,e to daily papers o i C.D. Act, and
women’s Vote at par ah meeting*. Invercar-
gill, F*hiding, Woodville, Colyton, and Punga-
rehu, ***t an example that is worth imitating.
Eo h of these pay for half a columo in the
local psp**is, which is kept supplied with t *m-
peran*e nutter <*r any items which may be
helpful to our w.uk. We would *iy toother
Un ons, ** Go and do thou likewise;.’ I feel
sure that this department might t»e made of
great use t» us if Unions would only realise
it* im;s*rt»nce. T»ie public always read the
daily rs, and if we .an by any hum ns make
use of the press for the dissemination of our
truths, we should do so. There are many wh >

will never att* ml our meetings, that could he
reached by these means.

It would not lx* right to ignore tbt in-
fiuonc f<»r go >d exerted by our own White
Rihho*, and the Prohibitionist .

With these
powerful aids, we should extend our work,
although other pa|>e s are aim st cl >sed t> us.
Each Uni n shoull app >int a Press superin-
teudent. an<l the correspondents columns »f
the local |*ipers made great use of. especially
when any question in w hich our Union is in-
terested comes up for dis< u-sion.

SiX’IAL PURITY AND RESCUE WORK.
In presenting my report on the two depart-

ments of S cial Purity and Rescue Work, I
have to -tite that 1 s* nt a circular letter to
42 Unions, containing a few pr«ctical sugg* s-
ti «n< as to methods of carrying on the work.
I h.iv-* r* reived letters in reply from 15 Unions,
viz., Ashburton, B 1 übeim, Feilding, Grey-
mouth, lx*, st n, Levin, Mart on. Napier, Naseby,
New Plymouth. Palmerston North, Tauranga,
Wsimate, Wellingt hi, and West Taieri. From
the three large centres, Auckland, «'hrist-
church, and Dunedin I have no information,
so 1 • an only nop** thit a great deal more is
lx*ing done in the cans* of S >eial Purity, and
also ui R*s ue Work, th»n will appear in my
r**port. Including my own Union (Gialx>rue),
I can onL report ou the work of 10 Unions.

Fr m the rejs>rts sent in fr >m these 15
prices, I rind that all, or nearly all, are circu-
lating a go«sl d al of literature, and several
are doing what thdV hid privately to restore
girls who have fallen Oue or two are also
trying to influence un>th*r» as regard- the caie
of their sons and •laughters. Two Unions hav«
also sent contributions to be t ansmittei to
one of the R scu** Homes. Several Union 1
hare to I** supplied with s(*ecimen leaf-
lets which I have had much pleasure in for-
warding. In Gieb ri e our work has l-een
mainly confined to th*- diftributioc of litera urs
but we have l«en able to do a little in Rescue
Work and have sent one girl to a Home in
Auckland, to which we are also salncm-er*.
We h"pe to do inor*, both for young men and
young women n* xt year. Some months ago 1
wrote to Mi-s Dyer iu L •ndm, who was efler-
ing grants of literature on the Social Purity
question, asking for a grart, aid she very
kindly s*. nt me a liberal supply ot lit lie books
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and leaflet*. I have brought wnw of the*** to
Convention, an*l **hil! b*» tfU*! to take order*
from any of the Union* who would like copies
for distribution.

1 trust th«t all our'Unions will enle.ivour to
do a great deal more in the cause of Social
Purity than ha» ever l*e**n <lone yet. It is the
purity of the Hon s in any country that
mainly ensure* the well-tieiag and |>ro*| erity
of tha* country, and it is only from homes
where the children have been trained from
th«ir earliest day**, to l*e pure in thought, and
word, ami deed, that w.* .an send out pure
men and women, to l*e our future
and law-maker*, and teacher* : men an«l women
who will also l*e the fathers and m then of
the next generation.

MARIA webb,
Superintendent.

Sinoe writing this report I have hud a report
from Invercargill of the \ i.-toria Hon: * for
Friendless Girl* which seems to he doing very
goo 1 work, which might **e imitate*! >*y other
of the largei towns.- M.W.

EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS.
There have been four meetings of this kind

in connection with the Mart*** branch of the
W.C T.U., it being usual to bold them on the
fourth Thursday of *ach mouth. Ihe first
was held on the 98th of August, the ■object
chosen i*eiiiß, “ The effect of what we eat and
drink on the system.” The see ad, on 90th
September was, “ Alcohol, its uses as a m* di-
ene.** This meeting was for the discuasi nof
tlte qusstiou, for an t against the use of alcohol
aaa medicine. Reform dress oe. upied the atten-
tion of the loewbomfor the third me ting held
October 98. The important subject* f*‘ Ventila-
tion of the rck room,” was »*n. rgGtii allv ttken
up by those present, this being the fourth
meeting 25th Noveu)l»er. At all these meet-
ing* the subjects were discussed. If the im-
p*iitaiu<* of thes»* edt.; <ti<*nal meetings were
more fully recognised they would bo more
heartily entered into.

A. KXIOGE,
Superintendent.

HYGIENE AND YoUNO WOMEN’S
WORK

lam sorry that on account of il!-hea!th I
have such a jx>or report, but I had to ol*ey
medical orders an 1 take a rest for a time, and
undergo a course of treatment which has
benefited me so much that I hop* to be aide
to take up tae broken links a:am. I had to
suspend m* visit North, also to Timaru, where
I had hoped to hold * me uieetuita n connec-
tion with the y ung womens kM*ucb. 1 pur-
pose going to Naseby n* xt week to give a
course of lectures on Hygiene and Domestic
Economy under the an pi.-es «*f the I*»cal
W.C.T.U., and also to give an a Idress on the
24th at a conceit got up to raiae fun is for iheir
Winter’s Juve ile Woik. must still se. k
for guidance in tne matter of **ury.*uug women
I come in o*>mact will* Ur_e nu iibert and tin*!
that Christian Endeavour work has superseded
our Y. work for th»* pre-ent, and 1 si ill think
it would not be wise to multiply organisa i *us
Me tings got up occas on .lly with bright
women speakers to k«ep the int.r at aiiv«* is
what we want for our joulg women. A«* f<*r
Hygiene, a go*»*i d al bn* been d»*ne loca ly
thisyeai in the wajr of Binding short articles
to papers. lam s *rry that Mist Fill* u s re-
moval to Mel I ourue ha* cans d the Oauiiru
Y s to disband for w nt of a leader. They paid

the r* nt of the hall f«*t the year and left the
Hoys' Club in the hands of two earnest Chris-
tian men, who l ave carried on the work with
*he CO-o|*cr»t inn .if one or two of the old Y
tuetuhcts. I ask that the prayers of the Con
rent ion may follow <ur dear young sister and
fellow-laUmrer in her n-w **pher <*f work (I
lad.eve she hra a Urge Hible class of y*>ung
men). She di.i her work nobly in N.Z

I cannot close this meagre re;*ort without
thanking y u all for letters of Wing sym-
pathy s* nt in my time of trouble.

E. H. Miller,
Sup**i intendent

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
Police Department,

Commissioner's Office,
Wellington, March 14, 1898.

No. 215
Madam,— l have the honour to ac-

knowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 4th inst., addressed to the Hon. the
Minister of Justice, upon the question
of having separate places of detention,
in the large towns of the colony, for
persons supposed to be insane while
awaiting examination, and in reply
thereto to inform you that the matter
is receiving the attention of this
Department.

I am. Madam,
Yours obediently,
W. B. Tunbridge.

Commissioner of Police.
Miss L. M Kirk,

Recording Sec. V/.C.T.U. of N.Z.
St. Paul’s Schoolroom,

Napier.

OUR OWN PAPER.
An Open Letter to all N.Z. White

Ribboneks.
Dear White Ribbon Sisters, —

Before this letta, meets your eye you
will have received a direct commu-
nication from head - quarters setting
forth the immediate necessity of ener-
getic action if our little paper is to
continue in existence. To let it drop
is out of the question. What a dis-
grace to a colony of enfranchised women
that they cannot keep one womans
paper going! The fact is the White
R 1kbon is not pushed nearly enough
outside our own ranks. Thousands of
women in New Zealand Have neither
seen nor heard of it, many of whom
would be very glad to subscribe if it
were introduced to them. It is not a
paper that we need to be ashamed
of, is it? In mentioning it I always
make a point of the Parliamentary
summary which comes out 'jvery

month during the session. Now that
we are fully-fledged electors we ought
to keep abreast of the doings of Parlia-
ment, and know what the men are
doing who are supposed to represent us.
But, redly, to wade through the
columns of Parliamentary news in the
daily paper is more than most women
have time for. Then there comes in
the White Ribbon and five minutes’
careful study will inform you what
measures bearing upon the sp cial in-
terests of women or home have been
introduced during the month, and with
what result. I have always considered
that column in itself worth half-a crown
a year to any busy woman. I ht-n there
are details of what other women’s socie-
ties are doing, and on the last page an
excellent health paper. I have used
“A. W.’s ” directions for pat ks and
other forms of hydropathic treatment
with great benefit, so can heartily re-
commend them.

Coming then to our own work. W hat
disorganisation would follow if now we
had no “official organ.' No body
would know what anybody else is doing
except at Convention time once a
year. Why, such a retrograde step is
unthinkable ! So now we must all set
to work. Every White-Kibboner should
take the paper unless quite unable to
afford it; officers cannot satisfactorily
do their woik without it. Let every
member get at least one new subscriber
and send on address and half-a-crown,
before June 1st, and the thing will be
done.—Yours in the work,

Mary S. Powell,
N.Z. Cor Sec. W.C T.U.

PS. —ln the list of Departments
published last month, my name ap-
pears as Superintendent of Medal
Contests. That department has been
undertaken by Mrs Spence, of Marton.
Please make the correction in your
Convention number, and then there
will be no confusion—M S P.

Dear Madam,— Will you kindly
publish the following tact: I hat an
enlarged photo of Miss F. E. V. lilard,
done hy one of Auckland’s best artists,
can l»e ha 1 hy applying to the Auck-
land Union, price six shillings. An
early order will oblige. All Unions
should have one. Cabinets, one shil-
ling.—Yours, etc.,

S. A. Plummer.

Half-a-crown a y* ar m ill jinrure you a copy
of the White Ribbon, posted dir»*ot, and y«u
will thus be kept in touch with a la >;** section
of the thoughtful women of th«* colony
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The White Ribbon:
FOR GOD AND HOME AND HUMANITY

Friday, April 15, 1898

Crowded Out.
Owing to pressure upon our space

our leading article has l>een crowded
out.

• * •

For the same reason we were unable
last month to find room a number
of reports of Unions «*nd Women’s
Societies. They appear in this issue.
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THE

Premier Hardware House
- 1

LAMPS! LAMPS!
■o

EXQUISITE DESIGNS
LATEST IMPROVEMENTS

REMARKABLY GOOD VALUE

-O -

INSPECTION INVITED

EDWARD REECE & SONS
U9-12S. COLOMBOBT, CHRISTCHURCH

CHRISTCHURCH W.C.T.U.

COFFEE ROOMS
(The Xlw Rooms),

OLOUCKSTKR STREET,

Over ToNETCLirri A Caret’* New Hui,'dings
corner of Colomtio an 1 Gloucester Sta.,

ARE NOW OPEN.

Tea mill I office ... per nip
Plate of Bread A Hut ter, with Cup of Tea

Buns, Bo*ne«, Ties, Ac.

Thk ORIGIN AL ROO MS,
Manchester Street South,

AKK BEING CON TI NV K I).

Visitors will receive the name attention as

formerly. Separate Rooms for Ladies.

At each of these rooms visitors may Bring

their own Lunch, and will tie supplied with a

cup of Tea or Coffee for Id.

TONEYCIIFKE L CAREY,
THE

READV-MONEY DRAPERS*
Art* now Opening a

GRAND ASSORTMENT OF THE

NEWEST GOODS
r«»K THE

AUTI'MN and WINTER SEASONS,

Just to hand, diroot from the Homo Markets

Lowest Ready-Money Prises.

TONEVCLIFFE & CAREY,
Colombo and Glowceatep-atreeta, Christchurch

T. TAYLOR,
TEA DEALER

CABHEL-BTRKET,

For Perfect-Flavoured Teas.
Ceylon Teas.

Aromatic, finest ' eylon
Columbia
Dakele
Cinifal
Aiua

lud.an Teas.
In Tin t'addie*.

Ranee, finest Indian
Lot*

Blended Teas.
Belgravia, a perfect blend
HiuquA
Houqua No. 2
Eaatchoap
3 Teas

d
4
0

10
8
0

10

2 i
2 0
1 10

6 lbs at Id. per lb Reduction.
10 lh« at lid per lb Reiuction.

2U 1U at 2d |M*r lb Radnctton.
Pine White Crystal Sugar.

2d per lb, with Tea.

POPULAR TEMPERANCE MUSIC.
I (In U»th Notation*).

Temperance Music leaflets, 7 part*, pri'«
7d, po*t free; Hoyle’* Temperance Hymns and
Songs, word* und music; lland of Hoi** t'ard*
2* |**r dor.; John Hurnham’• Choral Praise,
Choral Antheuia; Children’s Hosanna*; Crown
of Sopg ; Heart and Voice ; Service* of Song;
Prayer* and Hymns; Wesley’s Hymns; Chuivh
Praise; Baptist Hymns; Sankey’s latest, NSH

pieces ; Horner’* Penny Stories. A large stock
of Illuminated Texts, Mirthday Cards, and
Booklets.
New Hooks and Periodicals by every Steamer.

J. T SMITH.
Bookseller and Stationer,

No. 211, Cashel-atreet, Christchurch.

IMPORTANT TO HOUSEWIVES
THE ATLAS,

PEERLESS,
AND

VICTOR
STOVE 3 & RANGES

A*l
THE BRET IN XIZEALAND.

Bolr MAmricTtiiaa—

SCOTT, BROH.
AtLAN FoUVDRT, CHKIHTCKI'RCH.

Mm IU Spe« ial Appointmentto
Hid Excellency

Karl or Glamoow,
K.C.M.Q., Ac.

Contractor to the Ne«v Zealand Government,
Chridtehurch Hospital lizard, Charitable aid

Board, Ac.

FRANK A. COOK
Family Grocer and FroTiaiot Merchant.

Importer of Table Italicacie*.

222 Colombo-st., Christchurch
In Stock: Mrs A. B. Marnhall’a Sap 'tree®

ChCRMRe, and other Colourings.
Al*o, Maraachinc, Curact*. and Noyeau rla

Touring Srrapa.
A and choice a'*ortment of Crjatalixed

Fruits also on hand.

y

THE WHITE RIBBON

Editor—Man Sheppard
... Box 309, Ch.cm

Associate Editor ... Mid* L. M. Smitr
Thkahirrr akd Ht’siMßdH Manaozk:

Midi W. S. Smiih, tOl, Hereford Street, Christ-
church.
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Frances Willard.
MEMORIAL SERVICES.

In common with White-ribboners in
other parts of the world, memorial ser-
vices were held on the appointed date,
March 20th.

THE CHRISTCHURCH UNION
engaged the Opera House, and the
service was commenced at 8.15 p.m.
The platform—which was decorated
with the American dag, white flowers,

and ribbons—was filled with a large
number of representative men and
women, and the singing was led by an
efficient choir and orchestra. Mrs Cole,
President of the Union, presided.
Prayer was offered by the Rev \V.
Tinsley, and the large concourse of
people w’as addressed by Sister Chris-
tian, Mr G. J. Smith, M.H.K., Miss
McGuinness, and the Rev F. \V. Isitt.

THE AUCKLAND UNION
held their service at the Tabernacle.
There was a large gathering of \Y hi:e-
ribboners, who had tastefully draped
me rostrum with emblems suitable for
the occasion. The service was con-
ducted by the Rev J. Clark, who said
he had had the great pleasure of being
Miss Willard’s host during a ten days’
mission in England. Mr Clark took
for his text the words, “ For she hath
been a succourer of many.” Romans
xvi., 2, and dw’elt very admirably upon
the life and works of our beloved
chieftain.

[Reports of services held in other
towns have not been forwarded.]

The Close of a Beautiful Life.
American papers by the last mail give

some particulars of Miss Willard’s ill-
ness and death. From them we learn
that uniil less than a week before her
death there was no reason to suppose
that she was seriously unwell.

Miss Anna Gordon, Miss Willard's
private secretary, and her constant and
devoted companion for twenty-one years,

wrotetohead quarters,Chicago, on Feb-
ruary 12. The letter was dated from
New York, and stated that Miss Wil-
lard had been suffering from influenza
for three weeks. Until three days be-
fore the letter was written, there had
been no unusual symptoms, and it was
supposed that she would lie even better
than usual, because of the enforced
quiet and rest. Then it was found that
she was extremely weak, and show’ed
no rallying power, and headquarters
was communicated with.

On Feb. 14 Mrs L. M. N. Stevens,
National vice-president, left for New
York to try and help Miss Gordon.
From that time frequent telegrams
bearing messages of alternating hope
and fear were received, until 4 o’clock
of the morning of Friday, Feb. 18, when
Mrs Katherine Lente Stevenson, cor-
responding secretary, received the fol-
lowing telegram from Miss Gordon :

“Our precious leader has entered upon
the activities that are not succeeded by
weariness. • • God comfort us all ”

In the early evening of the 17th, Miss
Willard grasped Dr Hill’s hand, and
asked him to tell her exactly w hat to
expect. Dr. Hills told her the truth
that she was failing so rapidly that he
could not promise her that she would
see another morning. To this Miss
Willard replied that it was w’ell. Turn-
ing slightly on her bed, after she had
heard the doctor’s answe r to her query,
Miss Willard called Miss Gordon to
her, and gave her some final instruc-
tions concerning the w’ork of tne W.C.
T.U. At her bedside were her niece,
Mrs. Katherine Willard Baldwin, Mrs.
L. M. N. Stevens, Miss Gordon, and
Dr. 1fills. She was conscious up to
midnight, and just before breath de-
parted she opened her eyes and seemed
to recognise those about her. She
pressed Miss Gordon’s hand and smiled
faintly. In another moment she had
passed away.

After her death, a cable message from
Lidy Henry Somerset was received by

Miss Gordon saying that if there was
any hope of seeing Miss Willard alive
she would sail at once from England.

During the day of the 18th Miss Wil-
lard’s body was removed from the hotel
Empire, where she died, to the home of
Mrs Baldwin, where it remained until
Sunday afternoon, when funeral services
were held at the Broadway Tabernacle.
The service was conducted by Bishop
Newman, and Drs Bayne and Tipple,
all of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
of which Miss Willard was a member.
The casket was covered with a white
silk banner, studded with golden >iars,
and the insignia of the organization to
which she had given her life. The sides
were sashed with deep white ribbon
caught in a large Low, with a clasp of
gold, at the foot of the coffin The
church w’as crowded, and the large
number of floral tributes which had
l>een receiwd were used in conjunction
with palms for decorating the building.
In compliance with Lady Henry Som-
erset's cabled request, Mrs Katherine
Lente Stevenson procured a heart of
pure white roses, and laid it upon Miss
Willard’s heart; an eloquent tribute
from the faithful friend across the water.

At the conclusion of the service the
remains were taken back to Mrs Bald-
win’s home, and at 9 o’clock on Monday
morning the sad journey to Chicago was
begun.

In response to a request from the
citizens of Churchvil e, Miss Willard’s
birthplace, a bait w’as made there for a
few hours to g ve her friends there an
opportunity for taking a last farewell.
The cortege arrived in Chicago on
Wednesday morning, the flags of that
city flying at half-mast, in response to
a request from the Mayor. Received
by a guard of honour, the casket was
taken to Willard Hall, which was ex-
quisitely decorated with garlands of
white flowers and fern.

From morning till evening many thou-
sands of men and w jmen passed rever-
ntly through the hall o take a last look
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at the form of one of earth’s noblest
women.

Arrayed in a dainty gown of white
sill- and lace, it lay as if in a dreamless
sleep. From the little satin slippers to
the pillow that cushioned the weary
head, all was a vision of purest, softest
white. A spray of lilies of the valley
was loosely clasped in one hand, and
Lady Henry Somerset’s token of lilies
of the valley and Cape jasmine had
been laid over her heart.

In the evening the casket was taken
by train to Evanston, and was received
by the students of the North-Western
University. By them it was taken to
Rest Cottage, the home which Miss
Willard loved so well. Here also floral
tributes ha been received, among them
being a wreath of violets and roses from
the Catholic Little Sisters of Visitation-
On Thursday morning the body was
removed to the first Methodist Episco.
pal Church of Evanston. Among the
decorations here was a floral rainbow
erected by the Superintendent of
Flower Missions, beneath which was a

broad white ribbon bearing in silver
letters Miss Willard’s last words on
earth : “ How beautiful to be with
God.’’ The service was conducted by
I)r Bristol, the pastor of the church, and
Bishop Bowman.

Add. cjses were given by the Presi-
dent of tne University on “ Miss
Willard as an Educator,’’ by Mrs L.
S. Rounds on “ Miss Willard as a
Patriot,” by Mrs Clara C. Hoffman on
“ Miss Willard as a Leader,” and by
Mrs K. L. Stevenson on “ Miss Willard
as a Friend. ' A number of ladies and
gentlemen addresses, amongst
the former being Miss Johansdotter of
Iceland, who said that “ through her
women all over the world are sisters.”
Then the casket was taken out through
the pure white snow, glistening in the
calm bright sunshine, and iaid away in
an outer coffin of oak and burnished cop-
per in the Rosehill Cemetery.

NEWS OF THE UNIONS
\*'e rely on our local Unions tz $end us news

for this column. We cannot evolve it out of
our inner consciousness. ]

Auckland.
The fortnightly meeting of March 23

was specially interesting. The Evan-
gelistic, Bible in Schools, Social Purity,
and Relief Work Superintendents
handed in their reports and a profitable
discussion followed. Our delegate to
Convention also gave a lengthy report
of the proceedings. One new member
was received, the President reading the
initiatory service. Lady Henry Somer-
set s letter withdrawing all she had said
in the way of sanctioning legalised vice
was read, and it was decided to send to
her a congratulatory letter. Mr Judkins
(Sec. N.X. Alliance) and his wife have
been holding a short mission here. The
women’s meetings were presided over
by White Ribboners. Unfortunately
few outsiders were present, and it is
felt that home meetings, may, perhaps,
be of greater service in awakening
women to their responsibilities.

Leeston.
We celebrated our second anniversary

on March 17th, by an “At Home” in
the afternoon, and a public meeting
at night. The hall was beautifully
decorated, and arranged as a large
drawing room. Ov r 150 of both sexes
accepted invitations. Afternoon tea
was dispensed by members, and Mrs
Arthur, President, received guests.
The report of work showed that we
ha 1 gained 13 new members, present
membership 46; that 13 well-attended
meetings had been held and increasing
interest displayed Good work had been
done by distributing temperance litera-
ture. Mrs Sheppard warmly congratu-
lated the Union on their successful year,
their good gathering that afternoon and
especially on having the sympathy and
attendance of so many gentlemen. The
death of our beloved leader, Miss Wil-
lard, was then touched on by the
speaker and personal reminiscences
given. Mrs Mminings spoke principally
on her own branch of work in the Union,
“ Mothers* Meetings, ’ and urged all
women to be “ builders with God.”
Musical items were contributed by
Misses Wills and Bamett, and Ms
Arthur. At the evening meeting the
chair was taken by Rev. Grajf. The
S.A. hand played up to the hail and led
in the opening hymn, “ Forward he our
Watchword The bad was crowded.

Addresses were given by Revs Griffin,
Grant, A. C. Laury, Ensign Lane, Mrs
Munnings, and Mrs Arthur, and musical
selections were given at intervals. Col-
lections during the day amounted to
over 14.

Our annual meeting was well at-
tended. Mrs Arthur was re-elected
President ; Mesdames Hill and Paulyer
were elected Vice-Presidents; Miss
Barnett, Secretary; Miss W ills, Trea-
surer ; and Mesdames Griffin and
Nairn, with Misses Breach and Harper,
Literature Distributing Committee.
Mrs F. Wr

. Isitt gave an address on the
Responsibilities of our Pledge. During
the week the Rev. F. \V. Isitt gave
thr e addresses in our district under the
auspices of the W C.T.U. which will
help our work immensely.

Dunedin.
At our monthly meeting special

reference was made to the death of
Miss Willard: it was also decided to
forward a letter of sympathy to the
American branch. The question of
appointing an organiser for the South
Island was fully discussed, and the
suggestion heartily approved. Report
of Mothers’ meetings was encouraging.
Mrs A. S. Adams was appointed Assis-
tant Superintendent of Bands of Hope.
Promises of financial help for Sailors’
Rest were received

Rangiora.
At our February meeting the matter

of appointing an organising agent was
discussed and heartily approved. A
letter from Mrs Josephine Butler was
received, thanking the Union for vote
of sympathy with, and appreciation of
her life work, passed some time ago.
Distribution of “ Wr .C T.U. Letter to
Absent Members was arranged for,
and a resolution was passed expressive
of our sense of the deep loss we have
sustained in the death of Miss W illard.

Marton.
At our first meeting in the year v/e

had a large attendance. Mrs Spence,
president, gave an account of three
Temperance meetings held in Auck-
land, and also showed the handsome
medals intended as prizes for the elo-
cutionary contests to be held in connec-
tion with the LT L Miss Dalrymple
(from l-'eilding) gave an address at
the February meeting, dealing with
the subjects she wished to bring for-
ward at Convention, viz., Bible in
schools, boys and smoking, and
savings banks in schools. Miss Dal-
rymple kindly consented to represent
us at Convention

8 THE WHITE KIIiIiON.



Woodville.
The first meeting of the year was

held on February 25 In order to try
to create a greater interest in the work
of the Union, it was decided to hold
the monthly business meetings at the
homes of the different members.

Devonport.
At the February meeting of our

Union appreciable papers on “ The
early Training of Children,” and
“ Home Influence ” were given by Mrs
Hampson and Mrs Roi erts.

Reference was made to the sudden
death of Miss Willard, and our members
join in the deep felt sympathy towards
the union in the great loss sustained
through her removal from the ranks.

Kaiapoi
Our Monthly Meeting was held on

March 30. Votes of sympathy with
Mrs Alcorn, and Mrs Kirk, of Welling-
ton, were passed. Mrs F. \Y. I sit t gave
an address on “ Women’s Responsi-
bility with regard to the Liquor Traffic,”
and also spoke of her visits to Unions
in the North Island, and of the great
good done by house to house visitation.

Turakina.
Two new members were enrolled at

our March meeting. A paper was read
giving the opinions of noted judges of
the present day upon alcohol. Dis-
cussion followed, and reference was
made to the large number ot “respect-
able ” drunkards to be seen in our
Empire city, and also to the apathy
of the police in dealing with the nightly
riots at hotels.

Colyton.
At our February meeting two names

were added to our members roll
After dealing with general business.
Mrs Fennell gave an address on Nar-
cotics.

The March meeting was well at-
tended, and again two joined our ranks.
Our President read extracts from the
life and works of Miss Willard, and
testified to the loss sustained by her
death

On March 11 a drawing-room meet-
ing was kindly arranged for by Mrs R.
L. Pudney. Miss Powell spoke on the
work of the Convention and on the
Maori Mission.

The same evening a l:.i gely-attended
public meeting, held under the aus-
pices of the Hand of Hope, was h»Jd in
the Methodist Church Mrs R. Pudney
presided, and, after other items, Miss
Powell spoke on the I nion work
among the Maoris.

Naseby.
The Union met for business on Jan.

20 and Feb. 18. It was agreed that a
concert be arranged to raise funds for
winter industrial classes. This was
held on Feb 25 in the Town Hall. At
the close of the concert, Mrs Miller,
N.Z. Superintendent of 1 lygiene, gave a
short address, the subject being “ Our
Hoys and Girls.” A series of cookery
lessons are now being given by Mrs
Miller. Both adult’s and children’s
classes are well attended. The Union
hopes to conduct practising classes
during the next few months. Our late
Vice-President, Mrs Jacob, is now in-
stalled at the Dunedin Sailors' Rest.

Gre ymouth.
At our April monthly meeting reports

and correspondence were read and dealt
with A monthly missionary meeting
is held, and the boats and hospital are
visited The L.T.L. meets regularly,
and great interest is shown in its work.
Feeling reference was made to the
death of Miss Willard We are looking
forward to the visits from Messrs H E.
and T. E Taylor.

WOMEN’S SOCIETIES

Canterbury Women’s Institute.
—At a meeting of this Society, held
on March 25th, a discussion took place
on education. A paper was read by
Miss Percy, and Miss Hain spoke at
some length. The President, Mrs
Wells, summarised her ideas on the
subject in the following report, which
she submitted to the Institute, and
which was adopted : —(1) That a much
larger portion of time should be given
to reading and exposition in our public
schools. (2) That instead of the long
list of geographical names and uninte-
resting facts and figures, geographical
readers containing lessons descriptive
of the country, life and habits of the
various peoples be used. (3) That his-
torical readers containing lessons deal-
ing with the history of the life of people
at various parts of their story should
supersede the recital of unconnected
dry facts. (4) That science readers
should supersede the bare) lecturettes
given on science’. (5) That the taste
of the children should be cultivated by
graduated readers containing extracts
from our noblest thinkers. (6» That
power of expression should be diligent-
ly cultivated by frequent verbal para-

phrase of the various studies. (7) That
grammar should be taught as having a
vital connection with speech, and that
composition be considered the chief
end to be aimed at. (8) That much
more attention should be given to the
aesthetics of the schoolroom ; reprints of
high-class paintings, replicas of statues,
and quotations from the great world
philosophers should adorn the rooms.
(9) That our pupil teachers should be
pupil teachers in reality, acting
only under supervision, and having
much more free time for study. (10)
That the classss are too large, debar-
ring the teacher from giving the
individual attention each child re-
quires. y ii) That a higher attainment
of education than that now afforded by
the Fourth Standard be compulsory on
all children, and that the Secondary
Schools be concurrent with the Primary
Schools. (12) That public central Tech-
nical Schools be established. (13) 1 hat
the Art Schools should afford free edu-
cation to the children who have passed
out of the schools. 114' That classes
for scientific instruction be free, and
that practical help be afforded to such
of our youth as desire to prepare for an
agricultural career. (15) That schools
of mines be free, so that our miners
may participate in the benefits ot the
latest scientific discoveries. (16) That
the Industrial Schools Act be amended
so as to include within its scope the
children of paients who are vicious or
criminal. (17) That it is absolutely es-
sential for a Christian State to keep its
orphaned ar.d neglected children be-
yond the age of fourteen, and to pre-
pare such children for the work that
seems most suited for each. (18) That
a free university course is essential for
all who desire to qualify as teachers.
(19) That in every centre a lady should
lie appointed by the State to act on be-
half of the neglected children, such lady
to be in communication with the truant
officer, Charitable Aid Hoard officials,
police and philanthropic organisations :

(1) To enforce regular attendance at
school and to provide clothes and books
for the children of the merely unfortunate
parents. (2) To have the children of
the vicious and criminal committed to
State homes. (3) That the staffs of our
industrial schools should consist of
men and women of high culture.

Auckland Women’s Political Re-
form League.- A Society bearing this
title was formed in Auckland on March
29th. Mrs Johnston was appointed
president. The objects for which the
League has been formed are—(a) To
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stand together as women, apart from
all considerations of class or party ; (b)
to inculcate the doctrine that moral and
industrial worth is the true standard of
individual and national greatness; (c)
to stimulate patriotism and national
sentiment; (d) to secure the right of the
majority of electors who record their
votes to control the sale of alcoholic
liquors as a heverage and the suppres-
sion of gambling ; (e) to secure to the
workers of both sexes equal wage for
equal services, the full enjoyment of the
wealth they have created, and suffi-
cient leisure wherein to develop their
intellectual, moral and social faculties;
(f) to insist upon justice for women by
the abrogation of ail laws which bear
unequally upon them, and to urge the
enactment of one moral and statutory
code for man and woman alike. The
League is described by its members as
“ a number of unselfish women willing
to assist in the purification of public
life. ”

Southern CrossSociety.— A special
meeting of the Southern Cross Society
was held. Correspondence was read
from the Minister of Justice acknow-
ledging resolution of Society re female
Visiting Justices and Assistant Inspec-
tor of (iaols —Secretary intimated that,
as programmes of N.C. meeting had
not been received by Society, she had
written to Secretary of Council to send
them.
unanimously,“Thatthe Southern Cross
Society regrets the retirement from
political life of so able and upright a
statesman as Sir Robert Stout and de-
sires to place on record its appreciation
of his valuable services to the country.
It was decided to support Mr Duthie’s
candidature for the Wellington bye-
election.

Society for Protection of Women
and Children. A meeting of the
Executive of the Society was held on
the 3rd of February. Correspondence
wasreadfrom Miss Porter, Sec. N.Z.S
PAY. & C. giving an account of the
method of procedure of the Auckland
Society in dealing with certain cases.
The Rev. Chas. Murray (Carterton)
wrote re overworking of Country School
Children and the lack of parental train-
ing in morality, &c. Mr J. R. lilair
wrote accepting office as one of the
Trustees of the Society. One of the
canvassers, Miss Boughton, wrote a re-
port of her work and success during the
last month. The amount collected was
not much as Miss Houghton had been
sen usly ill with influenza, but she had
succ 1ded in securing many promises of
suppcit for the Society. The member-

ship cf the Society new numbers about
80 and manv donations have been re-
ceived. The Society hope to be able to
open a Girls’ Club in the beginning of
Winter.

National Council of Women
of New Zealand.

ANNUAL MEETING.
To BE HELD IN THE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS,

Wellington,
From 2(>th to 28th Abril, 1808.

programme:.
First Day Wednesday, Aikil 20,

Afternoon—Meeting of Delegates, 3 p.m.
Evening- Presidential Addre** Reports of the

Secretary and Treasurer.
Second Day Thursday, April 21.

Morning—Committee.
Afternoon Notice of Motion r? Removal of

Women’s Disabilities.
Evening Paper by Mrs. Neivvvright (Gis-

borne), Parental Responsibility.
Third Day Friday, April 22.

Morning—Committee.
Afternoon—Notice'of Motion re Amendment

Criminal Code.
Evening Paper by Miss Saunders (Canter-

bury), Education.
Fourth Day -Saturday, April 23.

Morning—iWess.
Afternoon—Notices of Motions. Pirty Gov-

ernment and an Elective Execm ive
Evening—Paper by Mrs. Daldy (Auckland),

Marriage, Divorce,and Economic Equality.
Fifth flay—Monday, April 2f».

Morning—Committee.
Afternoon Notice of Motion—Old Age Pen-

sions.
Evening- Entertainment.

Sixih Day --Tuesday, April 2b.
Morning Notice »f Motion C. D. Acts.
Afternoon- Notice of Motion re Temperance.
Evening—Paper by Mrs. Evans, M.A. (Wel-

lington) Treatment of Criminals.
Seventh Day— Wednesday, April 27.

M f rning—Notices of M t ion—Peace and Arbi-
tration, State Bank, Ac.

Afternoon Notice of Motion—lndustrial Co-
Operative Settlements.

Evening— Paper by Miss Benjamin, L.L.B.
(Dunedin)- Some Inequalities in tne
regarding Men and Women.

Eighth Day—Thursday, April 28.
Morning Election of Officers.
Aftern»M>n Unfinished Business.
Evening—Paper by Hiss Stella Henderson

(Christchurch), bocal G< vernwent Reform

The morning sessions of the Council
will occupy from 1030 ain to 12 30
p.m ; the afternoon sessions from 2 30
pm. to 430 pm.; and the evening
sessions from 8 p.m to 10 pm. Ihe
afternoon and evening sessions will he
open to visitors.

Health of the Army in India.
The following appeared in the Times ,

Standard, Daily Neus, and Daily Chronicle
of Feb Bth, 1898:

Lady Henry Somerset has addressed
the following letter to Lord George
Hamilton :

“ Lastnor Castle, Ledbury,
“ Jan 27th, 1898.

“ Dear Lord George Hamilton.
“ Your Lordship invited me ten

months ago to give you my view of the
despatch that had been addressed to the
Government of India on the health of
the Army, and in a letter in which I
did so, I ventured to suggest some
methods, moral, and disciplinary,
which seemed to me the only ones
likely to succeed, because they had at
least the merit of being logical.

“ I was led to do so by two consider-
ations—first, the despatch in question
seemed to imply that the Government
would give every encouragement to
every form of elevating agency, and so
emphasize the altered spirit in which
the subject was approached, and that
such suggested supervision would only
affect an incorrigible minimum; and,
second, that the system I had in mind
would be so drastic and penal in its
nature as to make State interference
odious, and finally impossible. That
wras ten months ago; and in that time
nothing has been done of which the
public has heard to strengUien the
forces that make for moral improve-
ment.

“ What has been done—viz., the re-
peal of the Indian Acts of 1895, which
prohibited inspection—has been in a
direction exactly opposite. It seems
to have been the object of the Govern-
ment to obtain the maximum of impu-
nity with the minimum of protest from
those who desire to see the State shape
its actions according to Christian views
of ethics.

“ I need not tell your lordship I am
not writing to say how strongly I am
still opposed to the course which the
Government has taken ; but I find that
my letter to your lordship of last year
has been taken by many to mean that
I am on the side of the accepted view
of State Regulation, and I am from
time to time quoted as a sympathiser
with such views. I am, therefore,
writing to withdraw any proposals
made in that letter, for this reason
that the events of the past year have
convinced me of the inadvisability and
extreme danger of the system that in
April last I thought might he instituted.
The absence of any serious effort by
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the Government to bring about a higher
standard in the Army is a final proof to
me that as long as regulation of any
kind can be resorted to as a remedy, it
will always be regarded as the one and
only panacea. My view was that it
would be instituted as an odious, but
possibly effective, auxiliary to moral
efforts. I find it will always be ac-
cepted as a convenient substitute. I
take the liberty of addressing this ex-
plicit withdrawal of an endorsement in
whatever form of the principle of regu-
lation, because it was in a letter to your
lordship that I originally incurred the
responsibility. I trust, therefore, to
your lordship’s indulgence to forgive
me for troubling you further in the
matter.

“ I remain, my lord,
“ Yours very truly,

“ISABEL SOMERSET.”

THE HOME.
A TALK TO MOTHERS.

“ Ah, if I had known in time, if my
mother had only told me,” is the heart-
broken cry of many a young life ruined
from want of knowledge of a subject
which has the most vital connection
with happiness or woe.

Think, mothers, how careful we are
that our children shall have a good
education, and how proud we are of
their scholastic success. But, alas for
our darlings, how often do we imagine
that education stops at scholastic at-
tainments. How often are our children
launched on the rude waves of life’s
sea with never a word in explanation
of the wondrous meaning of sex. How

often is the very idea of the need o!
such an explanation scouted, and any
suggestion avoided that would lead
naturally to it.

From earliest childhood the question
naturally and rightly arises, “ W hence
came I ? ” and the query is met lightly,
thoughtlessly, cruelly, with a lie in re-
ponse. The subtle poison begins its
deadly work ; here is the first lesson in
deceit. No thoughtful child believes
the story of the cabbage or the stork
origin. Other questions bearing on the
same subject are evaded or again an-
swered with a lie, and the child begins
to understand that there is some fear-
some mystery surrounding the subject
of his enquiry. The light laugh, the
prompt repression, are causes which
have the most lamentable and far-
reaching effects, bearing their train of
woe adown the centuries. Oh, mothers !

it i: time to forbear this lying and be-
take ourselves to truth. And yet this
simple duty seems hard to most of us,
so terribly akin, from the perversion of
our thought, seems sex and sin.

But are we not all asking “ Whence
ha\e we come, and whither are we
tending?” Our little child but echoes
the question of the sages of all the
ages, and proud we should be that we
can at least reveal some of the secret it
seeks to know If we could begin by
explaining we of this materialistic
nineteenth century that our bodies
are habitations,—temples, as St. Faul
so beautifully terms them, —of the Holy
Spirit; that they are given us in order
that this glorious Spirit, which comes
from God, and whose marvellous
beauties we can scarcely begin to
realise may shine through them, we
shall have got over a great deal of the
seeming difficulty. Then it will be
easy to say, further, that so marvel-
lously does the great All-Spirit build

that the grand old oak, the dear, Huffy
little chick, and the tiny babe, all begin
life from one wonderful little cell, and
at that beginning the one which grew
to be the oak, and tile other that be-
came the chick could hardly have
been distinguished from the one that
became the baby's body.

Here, see, the bean, the nest of the
baby bean plant: how like a tiny egg
it lies snugly wrapped in the softest
covering. It is the offspring of the
flower, the fairest thing the bean plant
could show. When the time comes
for it to set about its life-work, as we
know it, the soft cradle opens and it
sinks into the ground—a little child-
bean.

So the babe from this tiny cell grows
and grows under its mother’s heart, en-
circled round with the softest, loveliest
wrappings until the time has come for
it to set about its life's work too, and
then it comes into the light of day, and
changes its snug, warm nest for its
mothe*’s welcoming arms. Surely
some such communings with our little
ones would gain their confidence, and
as the years roll by the needs that come
with them would be more easily re-
sponded to, and life for our loved ones
made, oh ! how much more, easy.

“Rest.”
Host is not quitting

The busy career;
Rest is the fitting

Of self to one’s sphere.

’Tis the brook's motion—
Clear, without strife.

Fleeting to ocean
After this life.

Tis loving and serving
The highest and best;

Tis onward, unswerving—
And this is true rest. —Goethe.
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36 Handsome Silk Blouse Shirts, 23/6,

Now 8/1 1

500 yds Extra Wide Liberty Silk,
all colours, 2/3 Now 1/6\

13 Ladies’ Lovely Satin Boleros,
32/6 Now 15/11

132 Stylish Shirt Blouses, 4/11, 6/6
Now 2/6, 3/6

430 Dress Lengths Coaling Serge,
12/iJ Now 8/9

730 yds \\ ide Fancy Millinery Rib-
bon, 1/11, 2/11 Now -/6a» */9i

93 Charming French Hats and
Bonnets, 35/- to 63/* Now 19/11

2 Beautiful Silk Crepon Mantles, 63/-
Now 39/6

300 pairs Ladies Kid Gloves, 3/11
Now 2/11

BEATH & CO S
HALF-YEARLY

SALE
NOW ON.

350 New Sunshades, 4/11, 6/11, 8 11, 10/11,
14 11, is 11, Now 2 sfv j si, 4 s*, 5 ji,
7/9/Si

750 French and English Rohes, 17/6, 25/6,
32/6, 42/- Now 12/9, 18/6, 25 6, 32/68000 yds New Print, -/si, 77a, * 9*> 7 loi

Now -/2f, ./3f, V4I, 75J
490 Cooking Aprons, ./gi, 1/4, 2/4, 3/9

Now -/6J, -/i 14, 1/6, 2/6
144 Children's Cashmere Dresses. 6 11, 12/11

Now 4/6, 4/6
25 Infants' Pretty Tunics, 12/n, 15 6, 18/11

Now 7/11, 9/11, 12 9
490 Ladies’ Stylish Sailors, 1/-, 1/3, 1/11

Now */6, *9, 1/.
3000 Ladies’ Summer Vests, ./6 Now -/2f
360 White Muslin Aprons, 1/3, 1 11,2/11,

Now -/9L 1/3, 1/11
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W. STRANGE AND CO’S
Great + Cash + Emporium

IS THE BEST FOR E\ EKYTHINO FOR

NiRNOXii, a\i» notusi
u IISITORS TO CHRISTCHURCH cannot fail to be impressed with the Enormoi

Stocks we show in every section of our Great Warehouse and Show-roc msV
DRESS AND MANTLE MAKING In all their branches under thl MOST SKILFUL MANAGEMENT

WEDDING OUTFITS A SPECIALITY.

PLEASE WRITE FOR SAMPLES, WHICH WILL HE SENT FROM ANY DEPARTMENT, POST PAID, TO ANY PART OF
THE COLONY.

VICTORIA HOUSE. CHRISTCHURCH.

J, T. BROWN & SON
TIM ItK If

AND

COAL MERCHANTS

CORNER CQIOMBO&TUAM STS.,
P.O. BOX 306 Telephone No. 72.

CHARLES RAY
(Late Foreman, Waller, Myhre Sf Co.)

‘ACME’ CYCLE WORKS
NEXT TRAMWAY CO*H WORKS j

Worcester Street, Christchurch, \

Engineer & Cycle Manufacturer
English , A merican , Colonial

Cycles repaired with despatch.
Atfent for Dayton and Niagara.

PRACTICAL WOKK MANSI! IP
REASONABLE CHARGES

TAYLOR & OAKLEY,
SANITARY PI.UMBERS, VENTILATING

ENGINEERS, TINSMITHS, BRASS-
FOUNDERS, Etc.

Agents am* Manufacturers of
BOYLES LATEST- IMPROVED

Ventilating Appliances.
CATHEDRAL GLASS DEADLIGHTS

MADE TO DESIGN
(Or we can forward Pattern Sheets for selection

of suitable lights).
Importers of—

Plumbers', Gasfitters’, Engineers’, and
Tinsmiths’ Requirements.

Enquiries from the Trade solicited.
23 TUAM-ST. WEST, CHRIS ICHURCH.

EVERY THOUGHTFUL WOMAN
IN THE COLONY

Should Subscribe to the

*• WHITE RIBBON.”
It will keep her in touch with all

that is brightest and best in
connection with women s

work in the Colony
and elsewhere.

2 6 per annum. Post free.

Voluntary Agents Wanted to Canvass for

Sdbschirers.

The “ White Ribbon ”

Is published on or about the loth of each
month, and is forwarded, post free to any part

of the Colony for

2 s 6d per annum
It is the property of the New Zealand

Women’s Christian Temj>eranee Union, and
aims to ><e not only Representative of the

Union, but also of

EVERY SOCIETY OF WOMEN,

which has for its object

THE UPLIFTING of HUMANITY
The White Ribbon is the only Women’s
Pai’K.k in the colony. It is edited, written

for, and published by a staff of women, each
iuemberof which gives herservices gratuitously

Any profit that may Ik* made will be devoted
to enlarging or improving the paper.

Volunteers are wanted to push the AV hits

Ribbon.
Any information will be given on application

to the Office,

201, HEREFORD-STREET, Christchurch
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