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New Zealand’s First Lady
Lawyer.

Thinking that some account of the
first woman in this colony to take the
LL.B. degree might be interesting to

the readers of the White Ribbon, I
resolved to take advantage of a visit
to Dunedin, and seek an interview with
her.

My first conversation with Miss
Benjamin was through the telephone.
1 had written to her previously, asking
if she could spare time for an interview,
and telling her the name of the friend
with whom I was staying. A discus-
sion through the telephone as to a suit-
able time and place was the result.

On the windows of an upper door in
one of the large buildings in Princes-
street I noticed the inscription—

Ethel R. Benjamin,
Barrister ft Solicitor.

On entering and sending in :ny name,
I was, after a tew minutes’ delay in
the outer office, introduced into the
inner sanctum. From the side of a
business - like office table rose and
stepped forward a slight, girlish form.
An oval face, broad forehead, and dark,
speaking eyes were among my first
impressions of the lady I saw before
me. After receiving a pleasant greet-
ing and a cordial shake of the I
plunged at once into the subject of my
mission.

“ I have been interviewed before,
but not by a lady,” Miss Benjamin
said, laughing.

«• Do you think the ordeal will be
more severe ?” I inquired.

“ Oh, well, it is said that women
are less lenient towards women than
men are,” was the cautious, lawyer-like
reply.

“ Yes, I am the first lady lawyer
south of the line, but not the first
British woman lawyer. There is, you
know, one in India and another in
Canada.”

“ I always had a liking for the pro-
fession. I knew I should have to take
up something in order to be self-support
ing, and the Legal Profession had more
charms for me than any other.”

“ No, my family offered no opposi-
tion to my taking up the profession of
law On the contrary, my father
encouraged and helped me in every
possible way.”

“ It is true that the Legal Profession
was not then open to women, and
that the franchise had not yet been
granted, but I had faith that a colony
so liberal as our own would not long
tolerate such purely artificial barriers

I therefore entered on my studies
with a light heart, feeling sure that I
should not long be debarred from the
use of any degree I might obtain.”

“ No, there were no other girl students
in the law school with me, although
there have been ethers since.”

“ How did I come out in my examina-
tions ?”

“ Pretty well, I think In my first year
at the School of Law (Otago Uni-

versity), I took first place in the first
class division in Jurisprudence and in

Constitutional History, and Law. In
the second section, I came out first in
the colony in Roman Law, and this
year I was first in New Zealand in
‘ Equity and Evidence,’ bracketed first
in Criminal Law, and bracketed first
in 4 Real and Personal Property ’

“ No, my health did not sufiei :n the
least. Do I look like an invalid? I
went to bed at u o’clock every night,
and gave myself an allowance of nine or

ten hours’ rest, and, as you can see, this
plan has agreed with me pretty well. I
believe if students would give themselves
a more liberal allowance of resting time
they would do better work, and injure
th*ir health less. The minimum time
in which the LL.B. degree can be taken
is four years, and I did it in that time.

“ Which branch of the profession do
I intend to follow ? I particularly wish
to practise as a barrister, and hope
some day to make my mark at the Bar.
Of course, at present, I will not refuse
any law work

“ Yes, I was asked to read a paper
on 4 Laws affecting Women and Child,

ren ’ at the next meeting of the \\ o-

men’s National Council, and thought
at the time that that was rather a large
order. I therefore suggested that the
title of the paper be altered to 4 Some
of the Inequalities of the Law as re-

gards Men and Women.’ If this altera-
tion be accepted, and nothing hinders.



I shall most gladly prepare and read
such a paper before the Council.”

44 Yes, l am deeply interested in the
4 Women’s Rights ’ movement. Up till
now 1 have been too busy to take any
active part in the proceedings of the
National Council. Some of the subjects
have my heartiest sympathy.”

44 No, 1 have not heard that there
was an idea among some members of
the National Council to raise a fund
for legal assistance to poor and friend-
less women. I think it an admirable
suggestion. One of my own pet ambi-
tions is to be useful to my own sex, and
I hope to be able to arrange to set
aside a certain hour of the day for
giving advice gratis to men and women
who cannot afford legal fees.”

After a little friendly chit-chat, I took
my leave, glad to think that our first
New Zealand lady lawyer should have
passed through her college course with
such credit, and evidently with so little
mental cr physical strain

I realised also that in the legal pro-
fession thert exists a noble opportunity
for service by women whose hearts are
touched *.vith sympathy for the weak
and helpless.-Penelope

A Book for To-day.
POWER THROUGH REPOSE.

By Annie Payson Call.
Among the many factors which make
for the advancement and development
of women perhaps none may be ac-
counted greater than the desire for
physical well-being Coincident with
the struggle for female citizenship and
educational advantages has been the
realisation that these blessings can only
be possessed in conjunction with a fair
measure of bodily vigour. The fashion-
able woman no longer boastfully sighs
over her physical frailty and helpless-
ness; rather do we hear of her
feats in the world of sport. And

the thoughtful, conscientious mother
has come to recognise in bodily
health one of the greatest bless-
ings nature can bestow. No effort
will she spare that her daughters may
be less handicapped in the race of life
than she herself has been. To this
end she gives herself to the scientific
study of food, dress, and exercise, en-
deavouring to overcome hereditary
influences.

But while devoting time to the culti-
vation of physical strength, it is equally
important that we learn to rightly
direct and conserve the force already
possessed And this truth is really the
theme of the book before me. In some
sixteen short chapters the writer directs
our attention to the power to be gained
for both mind and body simply through
repose. As much attention should be
paid to the avoidance of strain, in all
things, great and small, as to the de.
velopment of muscular strength. The
muscles are guided by means of the
nerves, therefore out first object should
be a training lor the better use of the
nervous force. Our nerves are tired
and worn out with misuse. Even when
we seek 44 Nature's calm restorer ” many
of us do not rest. 44 We hold ourselves
on the bed instead of letting the bed
hold us.” 44 Oar limbs are contracted,
our fingers clinched, our teeth set, our
face and throat muscles drawn one way
or the other.” Clearly in such case we
are not resting. “ There is no better
way of learning to overcome these per-
versions in sleep than to study the sleep
of a wholesome little child.” First “ let
go of the muscles.”

So with other foin sof rest. 44 Do
you hold you'self on th\ chair or does
the chair hold you *

” Much of the
fatigue, too, caused by railway travelling
or driving conies from this same strain—-
an unconscious effort to carry the train
or carnage instead of allowing the same
to carry as, or of resisting the motion
instead of yielding to it. 44 The strain

which comes from an hour's nervous
waiting when simply to let yourself
alone and keep still would answer much
better, is often equal to a day s labour.”

After treating of the various ways in
which we drift into nervous prostration,
simply through a useless expenditure of
force in matters physical, the writer
calls attention to the misdirection of
nervous energy in brain work. “ Most
of us think with the throat contracted,
. . . . the tongue held firmly, or
the jaw muscles set. Each has his own
favourite tension in the act of medita-
tion .... The same superfluous
tension may be observed in one engaged
in silent reading. It is certainly clear
that for pure, unadulterated thinking
only the brain is needed, and if vital
force is given to other parts of the
body to nold them in unnatural con-
traction we not only expend it extra-
vagantly but we rob the brain of its
own.” So in listening attentively, only
the ears and the brain are needed.
Instead of being tired after listening to
good music we should feel refreshed.
44 Yet so accustomed have we become
to disobeying Nature’s laws that the
general impression 3eems to be that
music cannot be enjoyed without a
strained attitude interna: and external.
On the contrary, it is much more
exquisitely enjoyed and appreciated in
Nature’s way. If the nerves are free
they will catch the rhythm of the
music.” So, too, is it with die eyes.
In a picture gallery, for instance, 44 we
should not go out too far to meet the
pictures, but be quiet and let the pic-
lues co* - to u^.

In ;he cnapters on 44 The brain in its
direction of the body ” and “ 1 he direc-
tion of the body in locomotion ” the
author dwells on the unnecessary force
expended when talking, “either iuaim-
less motions oi the body r t in a certain

rigidity of carriage, v/nicu te-ils as

powerfully in the vwr and tear of the
nervous system as superfluous motion.
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Talking should be with the vocal
apparatus only, and with such easy
motions as may be needed to illustrate
the words. “ In this change, so far
from losing animation, a woman gains
it, and gains true expressive power, for
all unnecessary motion of the body in
talking simply raises a dust, so to speak,
and really blurs the true thought of the
mind and feeling of the heart.” The
throat, too, frequently suffers from this
tension, the voice being forced from it
rather than from its proper place—the
stronger muscles of the diaphragm.
When sewing, the pain in the back of
the neck, and the weariness at the waist,
etc., result from the fact that the neck
and waist muscles have been unneces-

sarily brought into play. So, too, with
writing, there is frequently the same
useless tension in either jaw, throat, or
tongue—sometimes in one, sometimes
in all.

Walking is commonly far more tiring
than it should be, simply from the fact
that we are constantly interfering
with nature. 44 Women—partly owing
to their dress—seem to hold themselves
together as if fearing that having once
given their muscles free play they
would fall to pieces entirely. Rather
than move easily forward, and for fear
they might tumble to pieces, they shake
their shoulders and hips from side to
side, hold their arms perfectly rigid
trom the shoulders down.”

In the chapter on “ Nervous Strain
in pain and sickness ” Mrs Call exhorts
her readers not to brace themselves to
bear pain by clinching the fists and
tightening all the other muscles. “ Let
go” is still her dictum. The reaction
will be so much the less-drop the
muscular tension and so the nervous
strain.

The chapter on 44 Nervous Strain in
the Emotions” is worthy the careful
attention of those who have charge of
young girls. 44 Anyone who knows
girls feels deeply the terrible harm

which comes to them in the weakening
of their delicate nervous system through
morbid emotional excitement. . . .

4 Look oat not in ; look up, not down;
lend a hand,’ is the motto that must be
followed to cure or prevent nervous
prostration.”

Then we are directed to Nature’s
teaching the quiet power in all
Nature, the absolute rest in season,
and then the full action when the time
for change rolls round.

The chapters on 44 Training for Rest ”

and “Training for Motion” will be
found a helpful study. With one sen-
tence from that on “Mind Training”
I must content myself: 44 Quickness and
keenness of sense are gained only in
proportion to the power of quiet:ag the
senses not in use and erasing piev'ous
impressions upon the sense which is
active at the time.”

L.M.S.

NEWS OF THE UNIONS
I We rely on our local Unions to fend us news

for this column. We cannot evolve it out of
our innrr consciousness, j

Brunnerton.
We have been mainly occupied of

late with considerations for furthering
the scheme proposed by Miss Kirk, of
establishing a Boys’ Club in the district.
In order to raise funds for this purpose
a tableau and musical entertainment
was held on July 14, and though the
weather proved unpropitious it resulted
very satisfactorily, the proceeds amount-
ing to £Ti is Arrangements are on
hand to procure a building, and we only
await communications and materials to
commence operations Could Miss
Kirk have remained with us the success
of our venture would have been assured,
as she completely won the hearts of our
boys during her visit. On the last
night of her lectures they lingered
round the door as if loth to leave the
building, then raised their voices in
“three cheers for Miss Kirk ” as she
passed out. Our meml>ers have
entered into the undertaking very
heartily so far, and we hope soon to
have this institution in working order
amongst us.

Naseby.
On July 9 the subject of Narcotics

was taken up. Extracts from a collec-
tion of papers sent by Mrs '/enables, of
Christchurch, were read. A full report
was published in the 44 Mount Ida
Chronicle.”

A cottage meeting was held oh July
23. An address to parents, on
Dr Norman Kerr’s pamphlets “ The’
Advantages of Bringing up Children on
Total Abstinence Principles, 1 was
given by the Secretaiy

A missionary prayer meeting will be
held on August 6. This is the outcome
of a circular letter from Miss Jack, New
Zealand Superintendent of Missions.
Arrangements are being made to com-
memorate our first anniversary.

Wanganui
A social was held on July 14 to wel-

come Mrs Isitt to Wanganui. A large
number of ladies attended, and listened
with marked attention to Mrs Isitt’s
address. Mrs Isitt, who spoke brightly
and earnestly, referred to the greatness
of the work, and to the need of workers,
and urged all present to join hand in
hand with those who were fighting for
the overthrow of the wrong. After a
brief sketch of the pioneers of the
movement, and a glance at the spread
of the work from country to country,
Mrs Isitt launched into her subject,
“ The Object and Aims of the Women s
Christian Temperance Union.” Most
of the leading branches of the work
were mentioned, and much useful and
interesting information was given.
Many present were evidently impressed
by what they heard, and doubtless the
result will be increased membership,
and more earnest efforts on the part of
all. Mrs Aitkt n and Miss Byers still
further added «o the attractiveness of
the meeting by some beautifully-ren-
dered solos. Refreshments were handed
round, and the meeting closed with the
Doxology.

Christchurch.
The fortnightly educational meeting

was held at the coffee-rooms. Manches-
ter-street, on July 28. Miss Roberts
gave a very interesting address on
“ Alcohol.” She showed the nature of
the various kinds of alcohol, and de-
scribed the process of fermentation.
Nature, she said, rotted the grapes
upon the branch, hut art converted
them into alcohol. If fermentation
were allowed to proceed naturally,
acetic acid would result, but when
stopped at a certain stage alcohol was
produced. She showed how the various
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forms of alcohol burned in the air, and
how all had a dca ilv effect on animal
a.;d vegetable life.

Ashurst.
The inaugural meeting cf the Ashurst

branch of the W.C.T U. was held in
the Wesleyan Church on the afternoon ;
of July 14, when Miss Powell, ex-Pre-
sident, and Miss Barry, Secretary of
the Palmerston branch, conducted the 1
meeting. E.even members were elec-
ted, and the following office!s were ap-
pointed : President, Mrs Crichton;
Vice-Presidents, Mrs Hutchings and
Captain Law, S.A.; Secretary, Mrs
Clarke; Treasurer, Miss Scott. In the
evening a public meeting was held in the
S A. Barracks, when addresses were
given by Miss Powell, Captain Law,and
Mr George Grant. Solos were sung by
Mrs Clarke and Mrs Hutchings. Mr
Nutsey occupied the chair. At the
close of the meeting another seven
members handed in their names, so
that in our litth* corner we have a branch
of eighteen members. It was decided
to hold the meetings on the second
Wednesday in the month.

Colyton.
On Tuesday evening, August 4, we 1

were fortunate enough to have a visit
from the N.Z. Corresponding Secretary.
The meeting was fairly well attended
Miss Powell gave a graphic account of
the rise and growth of the W.C.T.U.,
and explained its objects. On the
following afternoon seven ladies met to
form a branch of the W.C.T.U., many
were prevented from attending by the
inclement weather. Our visitor, after
reading the Crusade Psalm, in a few
well chosen words explained the
different departments of work. Miss
Powell admitted all present as members
of the Union, using part of the Initia-
tory service. The officers were then
elected :—President, Mrs Robert Pud-
ney; Secretary, Miss Car er. We
have decided to hold meetings on the
first Thursday in each month, and trust
that the membership will soon increase.

Lyttelton
The members of our Union decided

to have an evening meeting for young
people who could not come in the
afternoon There were about fifty
present and a very enjoyable evening
was passed. Mrs Whitbyread Mrs Ven-
ables’ interesting paper on Narcotics,
and a lively discussion followed. The
rest of tlie evening was filled by songs
by Mrs Hiskcns, Misses Clark, Hough,
Meekle, and Bradley, Messrs Webb,
and MacGregor, and recitations by Mr
antes Webb, and Mr A. Erickson.

The young people enjoyed the meeting
very much, and we hope to gain new
members by this departure.

About twenty of our members and
friends walked to Raupaki last month
and had an evening meeting with the
M.lories The church was well filled,
and some of the Maories told us how
they enjoyed those meetings and wished
we could go oftener. Mrs Webb
read a piece about our Queen,
and Mrs Whitby spoke on the bad
effects of alcohol. Several of our friends
sang songs which were highly ap-
preciated. The meeting was brought
to a close by singing “ Some Glad
Day.”

Rangiora.
The ordinary meeting was held on

Friday, July 31st, the two previous ones
having lapsed. The Account for Con-
vention numbers of White Rihuon
was passed for paym nt. Correspon-
dence wastece'ved from the Superinten-
dent of Narcotics and Superintendent
of Mission Work, and were consi lered.
A circular was also received from Mrs
Cole, re influencing the Press, and it
was res jived to do all in our power in
this direction. A W.C.T.U. letter to
absent members, urging their atten-
dance, was brought forward by the
President, and heartily approved by
members. Rool ved that we make en-
quiries about obtaining some. A letter
from Rev. T. J. Wills was read, solicit-
ing an order for his book in reply to
Bishop Neville. Decided to obtain a
copy for the Union.

Palmerston North.
A meeting of more than usual interest

was held in connection with our Union
on July 30th, at MrsCaleb Whitehead’s
residence. The members responded
h.artily to Mrs Whitehead's invitation,
about twenty-eight ladies being present.
After a short address on “ Hygienic
Clothing ” had been given by Miss
Powell, Mrs Astbury, on behalf of the
members, presented her with a writing
desk as a token of appreciation of her
work amongst us while President. Miss
Powell goes from us carrying with her
the good wishes of every member anil
followed by their prayers for her wi Ifare
and success.

The ordinary business meeting was
held on August 6th, Mrs Wrigley, our
newly-elected President, presiding.

Pahatua-
Our indefatigable Secretary, Miss

Powell, was here on the 24th of last
month, and gave a stirring address on
the evils of the drink traffic. At the
close of the address several of those

present signed the pledge. Miss Powell
was also successful in forming a branch
of the W.C.T.U. here. A well-attended
meeting was held in the Foresters'
Hall. New members were proposed,
and a committee formed for starting a

Juvenile Loyal Temperance Lodge.
The following are the officers ap-
pointed President, Mrs Burrows;
vice-president, Mrs W. Vile; secretary
and treasurer,/™ tem. % Mrs Keen; cor-
responding secretary and reporter, Mrs
Knight.

Creymouth
The usual monthly meeting of the

W.C.T.U. vvas held in the vestry of
the Wesleyan Church on Thursday,
sth inst., twelve members l>eing present
We again per formed the pleasing cere-
mony of initiating another member.
We also went through a good deal of
routine work. Reports were handed
in by ill • ladies who have charge of
the Loyal Temperance Legion. Good
progress is reported, and an increase,
both in numbers and enthusiasm, among
the young. The usual Missionary
Prayer Meeting was held during the
month in connection with the Union,
at which a fair number of ladies were
present.

Wellington-
On Thursday, 5 inst., our usual

monthly meeting was held, and al-
though the day was wet and cold a
good y number attended In the
unavoidable absence of our President
Mrs Ostler took the chair, and gave a
very practical, wiseaddress, which was
much appreciated. Several new
members were receiv-d and the
Initiatory Service was read. We have
several other candidates who will he
received at our next meeting. All
arrangements were made for a meeting
at Petone, which will take place on
Wednesday, nth inst. If we are
favoured with a fine night we feel
success is assured Doubtless a branch
of our Union will be formed there in a
few' days ; Miss Kirk, New Zealand s
organising officer, has promised her
services to this end. It was decided to
order two copies cf Mr Wills'new work,
“ Bishop Nev ille’s Mistake.” Greetings
from Miss Powell were received anil
appreciated. Two photographs of Mrs
Barney were ordered The visitois to
Mothers’ meetings w’ere re-appointed,
and messag s of appreciation of former
visits were received. A few' friends were
invited by one of our members to meet
Mrs Isitt, who gave an interesting
account of her work between Levin and
New Plymouth. She has now' gone to
Blenheim to help our Union there.
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Rambling Notes.
By the New Zealand Corresponding

Secretary.

I am sure our \Yhite-ribl>om*rs all
over the colony will feel interested in
the aggressive work which is being
carried on in the Palmerston North
district. By invitation of a member of
the district Union residing at Ashurst,
on June 9, four Palmerston White-
ribl>oners drove out to that town. It
was a raw, cold afternoon,and glad were
we to find ourselves seated at Mrs
Crichton’s hospitable fireside. After
tea we repaired to the Wesleyan
Chucrh to take pait in a public meeting
for women ; Mrs Crichton occupied the
chair, and the audience numbered nine.
However, nothing daunted, we went
faithfully through with the programme
—which included short addresses by
Mrs Grace and Mrs Putters, while 1
explained the objects of the W.C.TU.
—and we secured three blight girls as a
nucleus tor the future. On July i« I
again visited Ashurst, accompanied by
Mrs Parry, the district secretary. The
afternoon meeting for women was well
attended, and a branch organized w ith
twelve members. Captain Law’, of the
Salvation Army, was the first to sign,
and at the evening meeting our Army
friends gave up to us their hall and did
everything possible to make the meeting
a success. The building was well
filled and we enrolled more women,
bringing the membership up to eighteen.
Moral Never l>e disheartened, and
“despise not the day of small things."
Mr George Grant, who had come out
to speak at our meeting, drove us home,
and a merry trio we were, in spite of a
bitter w’ind and driving rain.

The Woodville friends had for some
time been anxious for a branch, and
meetings were arranged for Monday,
July 19. The weather was most unkind

cold and wet —and I almost hoped
they would wire, “ No use to attempt
meeting this weather.” As they had
more faith than I, they tele? aphed
that they were expecting mt and the
noon train found me en route. A slip
on the line detained us for three-
quarters of an hour; a Lutheran pastor
engaged ine in conversation, and we
had a battle royal on the subject of
women speaking in public, Paul, of
course, figuring largely. At three
o'clock a number of ladies assembled
in the Foresters’ Hall, Woodville,
where a bright fire had been
lighted. After explaining the objects
2nd scupe of the work, a branch was
organised. A Good Templar social at

night further raised our inembeiship by
three The next afternoon and evt ning
were spent, under the guidance of my
kind hostess. Mr Cox, in visiting a
number of ladies in the neighliourhood
and interesting them in the work. On
Wednesday afternoon I travelled to
Darnevirke, to speak at a Hand of
Hope social. All the friends being en-
gaged in the preparation of the tea, 1
procured a list of the principal ladies
in the town likely to join us, and s illied
forth My official position was duly
set forth on my card, hut the magic
letters W.C.T.U. meant nothing to
them. How 1 laughed in my sleeve,
for I think they took me for a book
find ! As soon as I mentioned Women's
Christum Temperana Unum the scene
was changed, and 1 met with great
cordiality and attention. [N.H. —Pro-
fiting by this experience I now write
the words in full.; The evening meet-
ing, which included a farewell to Rev
W. and Mrs Judkins, was a great suc-
cess. and at the close several new’

pledges were taken. Next morning,
after w-riting a local for the paper, and
inserting an advertisement calling a
meeting of women in the Town Hall
for Friday afternoon, my hostess -the
Mayoress—drove me out to visit some
likely members. Arriving at home at
noon I found a letter from Ormondville
stating that the infant Union com-
menced by Mrs Isitt in June 1 »st were
expecting to me# t me tne same after-
noon. 1 here w’as just time for a hasty
dinner before the train started, and
upon arrival at my destination 1 was
met by Rev T. J and Mrs Wills, and
taken to the house of Miss Paterson,
the secretary. Here the friends soon
gathered, and after an interesting talk
together one more member was en-
rolled I was kindly entertained at
the Vicarage, and favoured with an
insight into Mr Wills’ new’ book, which
I hope will be circulated as widely as
possible, as it will l>e very useful to our
work. All secretaries will shortly re-
ceive an advance notice of the work,
and I would urge that they get as many
orders for it as possible, particularly
among Church of England friends.

Returning to Dannevirke on Friday,
ip the afternoon 1 met the ladies in-
terested in our work, and enrolled
several as White-ribboners. Hie office
of president proved a terrible stumb-
ling-block, and finally an early date
was fixed for a meeting to elect officers,
which, I understand, has since been
done.

On Saturday I travelled to Pahiatua,
where I was the guest of the Mayor,

Mr Job Vile. After Church on Sunday
evening 1 addressed a pub»»c meeting
in the Town Hall. KfV H. Bcgg s
took the chair, and in announcing the
meeting for women the mxt afternoon
he iK-sought the women present to do
anything they were asked—a request
which bore good fruit the next day
w’h»*n we formed a branch, as no diffi-
culty was experienced in eketing suit-
able officers. As 1 passe 1 through
Woodville another meeting of the Union
there was held, and on the Wednesday
I returned to Palmerston. I*exton was
visited next day, and a branch started
there, w’hich will have the advantage
of the fostering care of Mrs Astler, of
Levin. In all nineteen pledges were
t ikon, and thirteen subscribers for the
White Ribbon s-cured.

Just before posting 1 may mention
that an energetic Union has beenlormed
in little Colyton, and four subscribers
to the White Ribbon secured.

PLEDGE
Loyal Temperance Legion.

Trusting in God s help, 1 solemnly
promise to abstain trom the use of
alcoholic drinks, including wine, Inter,
and cider, from the use of tobacco in
any fotin, and from profanity.

Items from Miss Slack's
Monthly Letter.

World’s Convention. —Much inte-
rest was shown in the great Interna-
tional Covention during our B.W.T.A.
meetings. Letters from Toronto gave
information of elaborate preparations
which are b ing made on every hand.

B. W. T. A. On May 31st Lady
Henry Somerset gave a reception to
the 750 delegates attending the Council
meeting. The first part of the evening
was spent in pleasant social greetings,
and tefreshments were supplied and
music, after which Lady Henry, in a
graceful speech, welcomed the delegates
and introduced Miss Willard’s chief co-
adjutor, Mrs Stevens, as one who had
been a ioyal, successful worker for more
than 20 years, and on liehalf of the dele-
gates presented Mrs Stevens with a bas-
ket of beautiful flowers. Then, after Mrs
Stevens, speeches were given by Lady
Windeytr, Miss Solly, Mrs Kirk, and
Mrs Chant. During subsequent meet-
ings, resolutions were passed against
any re-introduction of the C.D. Acts in
England or India, and in favour of the
principles of direct veto and local option.
A cable was received from Miss Willard,
the key-note of which was “ higher.”
The Council sent a cake of grateful,
loving greeting in reply.
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THE

Premier Hardware House

LAMPS! LAMPS!
EXQUISITE DESIGNS

LATEST IMPROVEMENTS

REMARKABLY GOOD VALUE

INSPECTION INVITED

EDWARD REECE & SONS
US-123, COLOMBO-BT., CHRISTCHURCH

D.C.SHIER&C?
W l TCH MAKERS and JEWELLERS,

INI, LOWER II H. II Nl RElir.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Are taking Orders for

II AIKWORK CHAIKA
BROOCHES, RINGB, Ac

and also taking Order* for

W. C. T u. BROOCHES,
IS GOLD OR SILVER.

ladies CAN OBTAIN

WELDON’S PAPER PATTERNS
. . AT . .

por^s

ART NEEDLEWORK DEPOT
MORTEN'S BUILDINGS

CUKISTCHI'&CH.

TONEYCLIFFE & CAREY,
THI

READY-MONEY DRAPERS,
Are now Opening a

GRAND ASSORTMENT OF THE

NEWEST GOODS
rok thc

SPRING a.vp SUMMER SEASONS,

Just to hand, direct from tlio Home Market*.

Loweat Ready Money I*riee«.

TONEYCLIFFE & CAREY,
Colomlto and 01c uceater-stn'eta, Chriatchurch*

To Thk

LADIES OF OHRISTCIiI'KCH

It ia an ADMITTED FACT that we carry one
of the BEST STOCKS of

PLATED WARE
AKD

FANCY GOODS
In CHRISTCHURCH, and, aa our Price* are
VERY LOW, we are sjntident that we can

give the

VERY REST VALUE

LADIES WILL DO WELL TO INSPECT
OUR STOCK A SHOWROOMS.

MASON, STRUTHERS & CO
POPULAR TEMPERANCE MUSIC-
I (In both Notations).

Temperance Music Leaflets, 7 parts, price
7d. post free ; Hoyle’s Temperance Hymns and

words and music; Hand of Hope Cards.
2m per do*; John Burnham's Choral Pr ise
Choral Anthems; Children’s Hosannas; C own
of Son#; Heart and Voice ; Serri mof Son*;
Prayers and Hymns; Wesley’s Hymns Church
Praise; Ha|ttst Hymns; Sank-y’. iate-t. HKh
pieces ; Horner’s Penny Stories. A artfe htock
of Illuminated Texts, Birthdiy Cards, end
Booklets.
New Bocks and P> nodi, gls by eTery Steamer.

J. T. SMITH,
Booesi-lik and Stationer,

No. 211, Cashel-strect, Christchurch.

IMPORTANT TO HGUSEWIVES.
THE ATLAS,

PEERLESS,
AND

VICTOR
STOVES & RANGES

AM
THE BKBT IN NEW ZEALAND.

No LB M ANI KAITUREKH—

SCOTT, BROS.
Atlas Fourdrt, Christchurch.

By Special Appointment to
His ExctfUeacj

Earl or Glasgow,
K.C.M.G., Ac.

Contract*>r to the New Zealand Government,
Christchurch Hospital Board, Charitable Aid

Board, Ac.

FRANK A. COOK
Family Grocer and Provisi *n Merchant

Importer of Hit'll •Class Table Delicacies,

222 Colcmbo-st., Christchurch
In Stock: Mis A. B. Mar-hall’s "ap Green

Carmine, an 1 other Colouring.
Also, Mataschmo, Cura»,«*a, tiiid Noyeau rlaj

vouriutf Syrups
A lar>;e and choice assortment of Crystalined

Fruits also on hand.

CHRISTCHURCH W.C.T.U.

COFFEE ROOMS
(Thi New Rooms),

GLOUCESTER STREET.
Over ToNKTCLirri A Caret's New Building!

corner of Colombo ami Gloucester Sts,

ARF NOW OPEN.

IV«i im«l t oflee ...
i<| per cup

Plate of Hrea f A Butter, with Cup of Tea, 3d
liuns, Scones, Pies, Ac.

The ORIGINAL ROOMS,
Manchester Street Solth,

AHE BEING CONTINUED.
Visitors will receive the same attention •»

formerly. Separate Rooms for i adies.

At each of these rooms visitors may brief
their own Lunch, and will be supplied vitb •

cup of Tea or Coffee for Id.
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Lady Henry Somerset on
Prohibition.

Much interest has been created by
the evidence of Lady Henry Somerset
before the recent Royal Commission in
England. According to the Westminster
Gazette, she is said to have justified
teetotalism because of the assistance the
example gave to others. She did not
advocate Prohibition “ If we have a
Lir field and no favour, the trade died,
well and good ; she had too much re-
spect for the liberty of the subject to
wish for coercion." The supporters of
the Liquor Traffic have been exulting
in some of our daily papers over the
fact that Lady Henry does not advo-
cate Prohibition, and some of the friends
of Temperance have been correspond-
ingly pained to find that so prominent
a temperance worker had apparently
changed her views. We venture to

say that there has been a misunder-
standing of terms, and that if Lady
Henry knew that what we call “ Pro-
hibition " is really Local Option, she
would be one of its staunchest advo-
cates.

Our public houses are only kept
open by the direct vote of the people,
and we are absolutely satisfied that
were a similar law in operation in Eng-
land, Lady Henry would be one of the
first to urge the people to vote “ No
License." We have always thought it
a mistake to call our “ Local Option,
“ Prohibition,” and we believe that this
mistaken title has roused much ueedless

opposition. Lady Henry is opposed to
coercion, and there are thousands of
people in the colony who will sym.
pathise with her in this There is a
repellant sound about 44 Prohibition ”

that is ominously like coercion, and
unfortunately many people do not dis-
tinguish between the mere name and
the thing itself.

The C.D. Acts.
During the coming session no effort

should be spared to secure the repeal of
these infamous Acts. We are assured
from time to time that we are guilty of
needless alarm al out the Acts. 44 They
are,” w*e are told, 44 as dead as Julius
Casar." Vet every year or two
stealthy attempts are made to induce
our civic authorities to put them into
force. Alarming reports are spread to
the effect that disease is rampant, and
then it is stated that nothing can be
done unless compulsory measures are
taken. It is therefore plainly evident
that so long as these Acts are on our
Statute Hooks there is a real danger
that they may l>e put in operation any
day. There is much need that we
should profi. by the painful experience
of English women and take no rest
until these shameful Acts are sw’ept
away. For the sake of their daughters,
aye, and their sons too, for the sake of
their sex, we beseech the women of our
Societies to be up and doing

* * *

Perhaps some whoare not well informed
mav say. 44 If these Acts diminish the
disease, ought they not to be enforced ?”

To that plausible query we would say
emphatically No ! To do evil that good
may come is not right, and never will
be. To enforce an Act that is a terror to
a modest woman, but not to the shame-
less one, that encourages impurity with
the hope of safety, that shuts the door
of hop»- against the tempted and fallen,
and which experience has shown to re-
sult in the maintenance of a State

harem, cannot l>e right under any con-
ditions. Hut, fortunately, we need not
dwell on this question. The laws of
God are not made in a p. tchw’ork
fashion. There is no conflict between
the moral and physical laws.

It cannot be too often repeated that
the C. D. Acts do not prevent disease.
The experience of the highest medical
authorities in England, America, Jndia,
and the continent of Europe shows that
the Acts are powerless for the prevention
of the terrible physical results of
unchastity. Nay, more, they show that
the methods of checking the disease
actually result in spreading it.

• • •

What the *1 should be done ? This is
not so easy to answer in a few lines
The roots of unchastity are many,
and are deeply planted.

To get at thtm thoroughly it would
l>e necessary to make a study of the
conditions physical, social, educa-
tional, and political-of the life of the
various classes of our people. In the
meantime we can but scrape the surface
and do what the C D. Acts fail to do,
viz , deal with the physical effects of
wrong doing. The hospital authorities
must l»e roused to a sense of their
responsibility. Our hospitals are
maintained by public money for the
cure of disease. If vice leads to
physical suffering to the innocent as
well as to the guilty, then means must
be taken to mitigate, and, as far as
possible, cure that suflering. Special
wards must be provided to which the
afflicted may voluntarily come for proper
treatment. There is no recessity for
compulsion. Let the means lie pro-
vided, and sufferers will not be slow to
take advantage of it.

Further there must be preventive
work. Our children should be taught
the physiolrftical conditions of their
being. Society should exact the
chastity from men that it exacts
from women. If a healthy public
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opinion on this question can be formed,
the evil will l>e much diminished. The
first step in tins direction is to al>olish
the C.D Acts.

CORRESPONDENCE.
SOTK. The Kdxiors do not kold tkenurlres

ntponsd>le or tkt opinion erprusrd hy
Correspondents.

To the Editor,
Madam,—

1. I send the following suggestions re
languishing Unions. It stems to me
that a great deal might tie made of the
Literature Department, but it seems
such a great task that it can scarcely
be undertaken by one member in one
place. I would suggest that until the
time comes when we can have a sepa-
rate \V. C. T. U. Dep6l of our own in
New Zealand, that the Literature De-

•

partment be decentralized somewhat
on the following lines:—A leading
bookseller in each of the four large
centres might be induced to keep a
supply of the W.C I\U. literature, just
as is done in the case of the S.P.C.K.
in some places. Then our Literature
Superintendent, with a special staff
under her, instead of being employed
making up parcels of literature, might
sample the literature, and send short
reviews to the White Ribbon.

2. Many of our Unions are not mak-
ing toe progress tney should for the
want of people of education, or leisure,
or both. I would suggest a circular-
letter, addressed to mothers, written by
a well-educated, business-like person,
of motherly instincts, setting forth the
aims and objects of our Union, making
the fact puent that the mothers of
future citizens c?.nnot afford to go with-
out our heip, and ought therefore to
give their support to our organisation.
Each Union could get copies of this
letter and circulate it among the lei-
sured class of its own community, and
where opportunity offers, back up the
letter T/.th personal effort.

3. Lvery Superintendent of a De-
partment might send a circular-letter
to every Union, setting forth the
claims of her own Department, and
enquiring what is being d< ne. In ad-
dition to being a sti nulus, this would
give the Unions topics for a good many
meetings, and would hc’p to ensure
system.

4 Where the community is too
•mall to establish a Union, one agent

might be procured for the White
Ribbon. The agent could be supplied
with literature at the cost of the Dis-
trict Union.

An organising agent is perhaps be-
yond our means, but there are scores of
townships where the White Ribbon
and the W.C T U. are unknown quan.
tities. The District Unions might do
something here, if not by an actual
visit, at least by correspondence.

Trusting some of these suggestions
may prove useful,

I am, etc.,
W hite Ribuonek.

Naseby, August 2nd, 1897.

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

Dear Madam,—Will you kindly allow
me space to intimate that, until further
notice, my add ess vvill be c jo Mrs
Schnackenberg, Alt. Albert, Auckland.
The President for the Palmerston
North District is now Mrs Wrigley,
Cuba street Parsonage. May 1 sug-
gest to all concerned the advisability
of making a note of these changes on
their Convention numlier, as also new
addresses which may from time to
time appear in your columns ?

Yours in the Work,
Mary S. Powel \

N.Z. Corresponding Secretary.
Palmerston N., Aug. 2nd, 1897

Divorce in Iceland.—The divorce
laws of Iceland form a guarantee for
the best protection of women against
the caprices of ‘changeful man,’ says
Ladies Home Companion. If for any
reason husband and wife cannot live
harmoniously together, and decide to
separate, they go before a clergyman,
who uses every power of logic and per-
suasion to induce them to reconsider
their determination. Failing in this,
they are granted a letter of separation,
and each goes his or her own way. If
there is only one child this goes to the
mother; if more than one they are
equally divided, unless one 01 the
p.-rents is regarded as unfit to train
them, in which case they are all given
to the other. Alter they have lived
apait for three years, and are still in-
clined »o remain separated, the injured
party may apply for a divorce; and if
the application is based on Scriptural
grounds it will be granted, leaving
each free to marry again. The fact
that there is no 4 social evil’ on the
island shows the high moral status of
the women.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
Mrs Leavitt.— Our old friend, Mrs

Mary Clement Leavitt, writing to a
gentleman in Christchurch, says
“ Every summer since my return frot.*
the long journey has been spent in th..
Homeland; the first two winters in
Honolulu, the third in V*»ra Cruz,
Mexico, the fourth at Nassau, Bahamas,
and the filth (last winter) in Jamaica.
Within a year I have held 239 meetings,
have written 2506 pages, and travelled
7997 miles." We art- always glad to
hear of Mrs Leavitt, whose name will
be held in honour whereever a branch
«»f the Ncv / \\ '.C.T.U. exists.

The interest in Prison Reform is
steadily growing. A capital meeting,
arranged by our good friend Mrs
Seivwright, has been held at Gisborne,
and is reported in another column.
Our Gisborne frien Is are fortunate in
securing a Minister in the person of the
Hon. Mr Carroll, and we are glad to
notice that the Church, represented by
Canon Webb, is alive to the importance
of Prison Reform. It is to be hoped that
other towns will take the matter up as
vigorouslyasChristchurch andGisborne
have done. •

«

Pioneer Work. From time to
time we have the pleasure of recording
the advent of a new Union. In an-
other column will be found an account
of the doings of our Corresponding
Secretary. Miss Powell is possessed
of a happy restlessness which insists on
her getting to work at every possible
opportunity, and it will be seen from
her account that she has been success,
ful in establishing several new branches.
With Mrs F. W. Isitt also at work in
the North Island, we may expect to see
every community there with a branch
of the W C.T.U. We hear, indirectly,
that Mrs Hewitt is still busilv at work

0

among the Maoris, hut no direct re-
ports have reached us. As we have
not got her address, we take the oppor-
tunity of reminding her through our
columns that the European White
Ribboners are greatly interested in
their Maori sisters, and that this paper,
being the official organ of the
W C. T. U , affords a most fitting
medium of communication.

Mrs Barney. — Our recent visitor,
Mrs Barney, left Victoria at the end
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of June for New South Wales, but
will return there for the month o'
September, anil visit some of the
country towns. Mrs Harney has h. d
warm welcomes and successful meet-
ings in Australia.

POETRY.

THE LOOKER ON
The world was full of the tattle.

The whole world *v and wide ;

Men and women aiid children
Were flighting on either side.

I wn sent from the hottest coin tat
W«th a incsaeg* of life and death.

Black with ntnoke and red with blood,
and out of breath,

W’hen I found a cheerful ■tranter,
Calm, critical, serene,

Well sheltered from all <ianger,
Painting a tattle seen*.

He was cordially glad to see me—
Tbec''ollj-siu»iing wretch—

And enquired wi'h admiration,
'* I><» you mind if I make a sketch f **

So he had me down in a minute.
With murmurs of real delight!

My “cob ur ”

«ai “delicious,”
My " action ” waa “just right.”

And he praitl’d on with ardour
Of the moving ac-ne below—

Of thv* “ ralues of the smoke* wreaths,
And “ the spleudid rush and go

Of the headlong, desperate charges,
W’here a t outxnd lire* w. re spent ;

Of the *• massing
”

in the foreground,
\N itb the “ middle dis'auoe " blent.

Said I, “ \ou apeak aarenely
Of the living death in view ;

li ese ai> human creatures dying,
Are you not human too f

This ia a present battle,
Where all men strive to-day ;

How doos it chtno* that you sit apart ?

Which is your tanner, say !

His fresh check blanc ied a little,
But be answered with a smile.

That he fought i ot on either side-
lie was wa*x hing a little while.

“ V\ etching ! ’* said 1. “ and neutral!
“ Neutral in time- like thee*- ! ”

And I (ducked him off his sketching-stool,
Ami hrou/ht him to his knees.

I stripped bitn of his travelling cloak,
And showed him to the sky—

By his umf« rm—a traitor !

By his handiwork -a i py !

1 dragged him back to the field he left.
To tie fate he fitted for :

V e have no place for looker*-on,
Wheu all the w. rid s at wi r!

Chablottb F. Stbtbon.

British Women's Temperance
Association.

By Rev K. Clowes Chorley.
London wr as t attractive on Tuesday.
The skies were lowering, the streets
muddy, and the atmosphere depressing
But once inside the Westminster Con*
gregational Chaj el all sense of dreari-
ness was driven away. This historic
Nonconformist Cathedral was bright
almost to gayness. The Stars and
Stripes and our own Union Jack re-
lieved the somewhat sombre gallery,
and the deft fingers of devoted British
Women had transformed the platform
into a garden of dowers and palms.
Behind the President's desk hung a
white silk banner, liearing a map of
the two hemispheres, with the motto,
“ Christ for the World."

To those accustomed to a clerical
conference the scene was a somewhat
strange one. The solitary represen-
tatives of the male sex were two or
three men in the Press pew. The
spacious door of the chapel was well
filled by deiegatesiepi * nting the seven
hundred branches scat, red all over the
country. Well known Methodists like
Mrs Sheldon Anos, Mrs Curno:k, Mrs
Price Hughes, and Mrs Lamb were
present, together with several v>f the
Sisters of the People attached to the.
West London Mission.

The platform was a notable one. The
centra! figure was the President, Lady
Henry Somerset, who has filled that
ofiice with distinguished success for
seven years. Miss Agnes Slack, fresh
from her tour in America, sat at the
secretary’s table,ami MrsPearsallSmith
whose venerable face looked out from
underneath a quaint Quaker bonnet,
took charge of the minutes, whilst the
superintendents of the various uepart
ments also occupied seats on the
platform.

I should like to pay my tribute to the
admirable way in which these five hun-
dred women conducted their debates.
The most perfect order prevailed. The
aisles were clear, even at the most ex-
citing moments. On rising the delegates
address the chair as * M adame President.’

Movers of resolutions are allowed
ten, and subsequent speakers five, min-
utes. These times are strictly observed,
a special otfirial Wing appointed to no-
tify the time-limit by ringing a bell.
Those who assert that women are not
qualified to take part in delil>erative
assemblies should attend the met tings
of the Council, and then they would for
ever hold the:r peace. Metkvdut He-

Cjfdet
.

WOMEN’S SOCIETIES

Southern Cross Society.—On July
sth, Sir Rot>ert Stout delivered a lecture
on •• Arctic Exploration ” and Nansen’s
voyage in the Kram. At the meeting
on July 19th Miss Kirk read a paper on
“'1 he Moral and Social Aspects of
Temperance." The Secretary read a
letter from Mrs Cunnington, Christ-
church, in which she requested the
Society to pass a resolution in favour
of the* appointment of women as visiting
justices to the female side of the prisons.
Miss Greenwood suggested that it might
lie l>e*ter for women to act as justice's
with men at first, until they had gained
some experience, and urged members
not to “ aiiolish the men at present.*
Aft ir a hearty laugh this was agreed
to, ind the resolution was put and car-
ried. The Secretary then read a letter
from Mrs Tasker, inviting the Southern
Cross Society to a meeting to be held
on Wednesday to dtcide the question
as to the place of meeting of the next
session of the W .mien’s Council. After
discussion the Society voted unani-
mously against the meeting l>eing held
n Wellington. Both Lady Stout and
Mrs Plinuner said that it would he much
l>etter that the meeting should be held
in Auckland next year, so as to give
time for the feeling of friction that was
caused by the disagreement of this year
to puse off. Delegates were appointed
to attend the meeting on Wednesday
and instructed to vote against the meet-
ing being held in Wellington. In the
event of the decision being in the
affirmative the Southern Cross Society
unanimously voted the sum of
towards the expenses, and agreed to
ofier hospitality to the visiting deleg rtes.
It was also decided to get a definite
estimate of the proposed expenditure
from Mrs Tasker, but to decline to agree
to any vague proposals as to the de-
ficiency being made up afterwards. A
letter was read from Miss Dalrvmple,
te the establishing of an order of" merit
for w\>men who had promoted the
interests of their sex. Lady Stout
pointed out that the Women’s Council
and oth» r women’s societies in England
had l»een moving in the matter. After
discussion Lady Stout was appointed to
wait upen the Administrator of the
Government and ask his opinion upon
the subject and report at next meeting.
A number of new members were en-
rolled.
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Gisborne Women’s Political Asso-
ciation —At a recent meeting of this
Association, the President introduced
the subject of prison reform by reading
extracts from Oscar Wilde’s letter to

. the London Daily Chronicle of May 27th,
in which he instanced many cases of
red tapism and cruelty, and records the
dismissal of a humane warder for giving
a sweet biscuit to a hungry little child,
clothes small enough for whom the
prison wardrobe could not furnish ! He
specially pleaded that one case of lunacy
may be inquired into—that of a young
soldier, insane either by “ the dispensa-
tion of Providence” or rendered so by
the miseries of Reading Gael. “No
report by the medical commissioners,”
declares Oscar Wilde, “ is of any avail.
It is not to be trusted. The medical
inspectors uo not seem to understand

• the difference between idiocy and lunacy
—between the entire absence of a func-
tion or organ and the disease of a func-
tion or organ.” Passing on to Mrs
Cunnington and her work, Mrs Siev-
wright told her audience that quietly,
for at least seven years, perhaps for
many more, a lady, strong, capable,
and wise as she is tender-hearted, had
been working on the women’s side of
the Christchurch prison, and generally
also among the outcasts of the city.
She had sent a circular to the
women’s associations throughout New
Zealand, asking their co-operation.
The circular having been read, Mrs
Scott spoke to its contents, and urged
the Association to endorse Mrs Cun-
nington’s proposals. Canon Webb said
that though he had not by any means
thought out the whole subject —his
work never having led him within the
prison—he rose to express his sympathy
with the proposed reform. Women
must be belter able to understand the
wants of women than men. The sense
of the community seemed to be growing
to the improvement cf our prisons,—
punishment for crime was not inflicted
out of vengeance. It ought to be cor-
rective, and the treatment of people in
prison should keep in view sending
them out to lead more decent anti use-
ful lives instead of hardening them in
crime. Even one of the early Popes
had said that punishment was of no use
unless as an educative measure. The
Hon. Mr Carroll was willing to give
all reasonable assistance, and, when
the matter had been duly submitted to
the Minister of Justice, he had no doubt
the Ministry would consider it, and the
appointment of female Justices to the
women’s side of the j rison would then
become part of their policy. He was

aware the whole subject was claiming
the attention of the thinkers of the day.
and as the world went on the body of
reforms grew stronger. His own idea
was that we must turn our attention
chiefly to reforms outside the prison.
We must alter the conditions that
render so much crime possible. Mrs
Sigley proposed, and Mrs Townley
seconded, the following resolution,
which was carried unanimously :
“ That the Secretary of the Gisborne
Women’s Political Association be em-
powered to forward a petition re Visi-
ting Justices to our female prisons, :»nd
also as to the appointment of an assis-
tant female inspector.” Mr Sievwright
was delighted to hear Mr Carroll speak
in such strong terms of the need cf
improvement of social conditions. He
was very pleased to see him at this
meeting to-night, and would like to
propose a hearty vote of thanks to him
for waving another engagement in order
to be present. The vote of thanks was
carried by acclamation, and this closed
the proceedings.

Canterbury Women’s Institute.—
A general meeting was held on Aug.
6th, in the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union Rooms, Gloucester street.
A resolution to the effect that the mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
for Christchurch and suburbs should be
invited to meet delegates from the
Canterbury Women’s Institute and
other Societies on August 27, to c in-
sider the resolution as to prison reform,
passed ai a recent public meeting, was
carried unanimously. The following
resolution was also unanimously passed
—“ That a Conference of Delegates
from the various Associations of Christ-
church should be invited to meet dele-
gates of the Canterbury Women's In-
stitute, to discuse how best to ensure
the repeal of the Contagious Diseases
Acts and hospital treatment for patients
suffering from contagious diseases.” In
speakingto the iesolution,Mrs Sheppard
quoted largely from the testimony of ex-
perts. The Army Sanitary Commission,
the highest hygienic authority,composed
of such men as Sir D Galton. Surgeons-
General Sir J. Fayrer, J. M. Cunning-
ham, Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. Pratt,
and J. A. Marston, had reported as
follows:—“ That facts lead us to the
conclusion that a compulsory lock-
hospital system in India has proved a
failure, and that its reinstitution
cannot, consequently, be advocated on
sanitary grounds. In stating this con-
clusion, we may add that we are merely
repeating the opinions which the Army
Sanitary Commission have uniformly

held—that venereal diseases in the
army of India could not be repressed

| by such restrictive measures, and in
support of this statement we may refer
to the m mioranda on the Indian sani-
tary reports issued from this office for
many years. We believe that the best
practicable means of diminishing the
prevalence of these diseases is to be
found in establishing a system of
voluntary hospitals and in providing
the soldier, as far as possible, with
healthy occupation and recreation.”
General Goodenough, of South Africa,
had marvellously improved the condi-
tion of his men by holding the regiment
that was most diseased in least
esteem. DrJ. Birbeck Nevins averred
that the system was immoral, and that
professing to make vice safe and placing
it under State supervision and approval
tended directly to increase immorality.
It was impossible that whai was morally
wrong could be hygienic illy right. The
system, he said further, was unconsti-
tutional, as it destroyed the civil rights
of the “ unfortunate ” woman, and en-
dangered the liberty of every other
woman in the community. Again, he
said that, from a m dical point of view,
the system was a failure Every person
who supported it should be able to prove
that it greatly diminished disease; but
no such proof could be given. The
Acts had been tried in England in
eighteen garrison towns, from 1869 to
1883, but the medical results were
utterly insignificant, and no responsible
person proposed to re-enact the laws.
I‘lie Secretary of State for War had
declared in the House of Commons on
June 13, 1894, that although no fanatic
on this subject, he had no desire to
restore the Acts. In Europe public
opinion was strongly adverse. The
Commissioner of Police in Paris, stated
that seven out of eight women evaded
the law, which was supposed to be
enforced in that city. A sub-committee
was appointed to invite representative
men to meet the conference which wouid
deal with the subject.
Auckland Women’s Political League.
—A meeting of the League took place
on August 4th. Mrs Daldy presided.
A letter was read from Mrs Cunnington,
Christchurch, expressing a hope that
the Society would earnestly petition
Government that women instead of
men should be appointed as visiting
justices to female prisoners ; also, that
an assistant female inspector be ap-
pointed. After some discussion the
following resolution (moved by Mrs
Duffy, seconded by Mrs Craig) was
carried:
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pathises with Mrs Cunnington in her i
efforts re moral reform in our prisons, ami <
will be glad to act with her in any move- <
ment whichshemayinitiate.” MrsNicol <
brought up the question of free admis- ;
sion of women to the g tileries of the 1
Legislative Chamber. At present a
woman has to get a ticket from a mem-
ber of the Assembly to obtain admission 1
to the gallery. It the gallery were full 1
she was denied admission, even if an (
elector, to the public gallery. She
thought the public gallery should be !
free to all. without regard to sex, and
that such a restriction was an insult to
women. At the next monthly meeting .
Mr E. Hell will read a paper on
“ Reform of Elections.”

THE HOME.
Health.

Being a Paper Readby Mrs A.
of Christchurch, at the Recent
Session of the Women’s National
Council of New Zealand.

11. HYDROPATHIC TREAT-
MENT OF DISEASES.- (Continued ).

To illustrate the use of these various
applications I will take two or three
typical cases and speak of what I have
known to be their successful treatment.
A little giri was attacked with virulent
diphtheria. The fever ran high and
the throat was so inflamed that she was
unable to swallow. The first thing
necessary to be done was to allay the
fever. A large bath of cold water was
brought to the bedside. The bed was
protected by folded blankets, and then

the work began. Towels wrung out of
cold water were applied down the spine,
over the abdomen, to the neck and
chest, and round the head, and ch inged
as fast as they became headed, winch
they did so rapidly that constant atten-
tion was necessary for more than three
hours. At the same time the legs and
feet were packed in blankets wrung out
of hot soapy water and covered by dry
ones. At the end of three hours the
fever was entirely conquered, some
spoonfuls of weak acetic acid and water
were administered as a gargle, and
most of the growth removed. An in-
jection of hot soapy water was given to
relieve the bowels, and then the neck
was packed with a colei lowel covered
by a dry one ; a hot water bag covered
with a damp flannel was placed to the
feet, and the child slept continuously
for eight hours. All danger for the
time was averted. Next day the fever
ran up again slightly, but it was soon
reduced by placing the little patient in
a hot, soapy sitz bath, which was fol-
lowed by a sponging with tepid vinegar
and water, and then by a gentle rubbing
from head to foot. Idle gargle of acetic
acid and water was again given, the
throat packed with cold cloths, and
next day the child was playing about
as usual.

Another child suffering from bron-
chitis and croup was given up by the
doctors, when a friend was asked to
take the case. On her arrival she found
the child breathing with great diffi-
culty. The poor little thing was
wrapped up in a blanket and two
flannel gowns, and was being steamed
before a roaring fire. My friend’s busi-
ness of removing the baubles b ing
completed, the child’s neck and chest
and back were first well and gently
rubbed with good olive oil. Then a hot
bran poultice was applied to the neck

and chest, and wet cloths cooled with
ice were applied to the spine. The
little feet and legs were at the same*
time placed in a small blanket wrung
out of boiling soapy water. For five
hours my friend persisted in this treat-
ment, renewing the cold cloths as fre-
quently as they became heated, but at
the end of that time a marvellous
change had been effected. The trouble
was conquered, and the little sufferer
fell into a most refreshing sleep. She
slept for eight hours, and when my
friend returned next day she was eating
bread and butter. Similar treatment
was continued for three days, when the
little one was perfectly restored.

A young lady suffering from typhoid
fever of two weeks’ standing was given
up by the doctors. The poor thing
was in a terrible state. The fever had
deprived her of sight, speech, and hear-
ing, and for days she had lain uncon-
scious. Some hot, soapy water was
prepaied, and she was sponged under
the bed clothes from head to foot.
This was followed by sponging with
tepid vinegar and water. Then a barilla
soap lather was applied as a poultice

| over the abdomen, and sips of cold
water and acetic acid were given at
intervals.

Next day a head bath was managed.
Cold compresses down the spine, round
the head, and over the abdomen, were
frequently applied, and the feet and
legs packed in hot, soapy blankets.
Several small injections of warm water
were also given. For nine days the
treatment with cold cloths, injections,
warm and tepid spongings, hot, moist
pads to the feet, and sips of acetic acid
and water was continued. But the
slow recovery was owing to the fact
that not only had the fever to be fought,
but also the effects of the drugs ad-
ministered previously.
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BEATH & CO.’S SALE NOW ON.
2UUU RKMNANTS MANCHESTER AND DRESS GOOD-. NEARLY' HALF PRICE.

■ m ~ ~~~ ~

SALE BARGAINS.
Ladies’ New Cloth Jackrib, Sale Price Os Od. Worth 15s 6d.
Fashionable Trimmed Sailors’, Sale Price! Is. Worth 3s Od..
Stylish Kuapoi Tweed Capes, Sale Price Os lid Worth 14s lid.
Children s Knitted Brewers’ Caps Sale Price 7|d. Worth Is.
Ladies’ k Children’s KB. Cash. Hose, Sale Price lOjd. Worth Is 3d.
French Model Hats and Bjnnets, Sale Price 21s. Worth 50s
Children’s Pretty Trimmed Fleecy Tams, Sale Price is 4jd.

Worth 28 Od.
Ladies’ Heavy All Wool RB. Vests, Sale Price* 6Jd. Worth Is.
Thomson’s Trubfit Corseis, Nile Price 2s lid. Worth 3s lid.
Turkish Towkls, Sale Price 3s lid per Dozen. Worth 5s lid.

SALE BARGAINS.
All-wool Sale Price Is OJd per Yard. Worth 2s 3<L
Tapestry Carpet, Sale Price Is 3|d per Yard. Worth 2s Od.
Wide Check Apron Cloth, Sale Price 3jd. Worth sfd.
Roller Turkish Towelling, Sale Price As Od per Dozen.

Worth Oa Od,
Hollxnd <’ooki.no Aprons, Sale Price 94d. Worth Is 3d.
Melton and Tweed Dresses, Sale Price 3s lid. 4a lid, 5s lid.

Worth 5s lid. 7s lid,9s lid.
Fancy and Brocaded Velveteens, Sale Price 2s Od Worth 3s 3d.
Lambs’ Wool and Fur Trimmings, Sale Price Ojd. Worth Is Od.

PERFECT FITTING DRESSES MADE TO ORDER AT SPECIAL PRICES DURING SALE.
BEATH AND CO., Cashel Street, Christchurch.
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W. STRANGE AND CO’S
Great + Cash + Emporium

is THE BEST FOR EVERYTHING FOR

PUItSOXAL AjM> 1101 Ki:ilOIJ» ISI

I? ISITORS TO CHRISTCHURCH cannct fail to be impressed with the Enormous
Stocks we show in every section of our Great Warehouse and Shcw-rocms.

DRESS AND MANTLE MAKING In all their branches under the MOST SKILFUL MANAGEMENT

WEDDING OUTFITS A SPECIALITY.

PLEASE WRIIE FOR SAMPLES, WHICH WILL BE SENT FROM ANY DEPARTMENT, POST PAID, TO ANY PART OF
THE COLONY.

VICTORIA HOUSE, CHRISTCHURCH.

D_ I. 0_
CO-OPERATIVE STORES, LIMITED.

NEW WINTER STOCKS NOW OPENED

THE LARGEST SHOWROOMS AND WAREHOUSE IN NEW ZEALAND, filled to Oveitiowintf with Every Description of thf
Most Ei thi* nMe, Inexj t ni-ive. ai d Useful Goods, not j»u (Eased from Local Wholesale Houses, lut the Oidinury Values that mat v
he cent ii nelly found at THIS GREAT EMPORIUM.

first-class goods kef
And Evekt Article of SPECIAL VALUE.

NONE BUT GENUINE
LADIES SHOULD SKI OUK flfc#

SPLENDID DRESS GOODS
MAN'I LES

MILLINERY
HOUSEHOLD LINEN

DRAPERY
BLANK 1 TS

FLANNELS

FLANNELETTES
LINOLEUMS

CARPETS
FURNITURE

PIANOS A ORGANS
IRONMONGERY

BOOTS A SHOES, Ac

THE D.I.C GOODS ADVERTISE THEMSELVES

D. X. C. =-

WHOLESALE AND FAMILY WAREHOUSE.
B. HALLENSTEIN, Chairman of the Company. E. C. BKOWN,^Manage;.
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