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Whose Daughter?
BY V. A. LEWIS.

Cheat and awful truths of human life
and experience are set forth in mytho-
logical form with increase, and loss,
of power. The legend of the Minotaur
half human and half beast, the creation
and product of unbridled passion which
lives but to destroy and devour, teaches
plainly that indulgence in gross passion
always leads to the production of savage,
brutish and insatiable appetite for more
evil.

There exists in this land at the
present time a demon ten thousand
times more cruel and destructive than
the Minotaur; it is the demon of
licentiousness. The roll ot lost ones
in the land contains the names of
daughters that have been sacrificed
by the tens of thou* intis. Nor do they
perish alone, for by the nature of
this evil the sons of the land perish
with them in the moral death. As
in the Greek legend, the sons and the

alike are demanded by the
demon. This fact is ignored by the
multitude, as shown in a discussion
by a party of men. They had been
thrown together in the fellowship of
several days’ travel, and, after talking
of many other subjects, began to discuss
the social evil. They laid down as the
foundation principle the
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arising from the physical nature of
nian

> and claimed that if opportunity

I were not afforded men in houses of
ill-fame for the gratification of their
passions, there would he no safety
for our daughters, as lust and rape
would, as demons, ravage the land.
They therefore assumed that the only
points to be considered in such a

I discussion were the questions of so
regulating the evil that it should he
confined to one quarter of the city, and
be prevented from thrusting its degrad-
ing presence and influence among
our homes, and that, by efficiei t
medical supervision and periodic exami-
nation and certificate and license, men
should be protected in the indulgence
of their passions and sin. Some of the
party quoted from their observation
and experience in the cities of the Old
World, continental cities that as they

1claimed had grown wise in experience
with the evil. They eulogised tile
licensed quarters of those cities as
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under the police surveillance, that a

man could enter and lodge in those
places of sin as free from danger of
violence or robbery as in the most
fashionable hotels, and, further, that as
the result of the medical inspection
and certificate, he would he equally
assured of freedom from any danger
of disease as the result of his in-
dulgence.

These men grew eloquent in their
eulogies of the system as it exists
in the Old World and as eloquent
in their denunciations of so-called

puritanical restraint and prohibitory
efforts. Then turning to the only
one of their party who had not taken
any part in the discussion, they asked
for his opinion. “ Having assumed,’
he replied, “ the necessity for the
existence of the social evil, you have
most assuredly presented a way in
which sin on the part of men may have
free course in apparent safety. But in
this discussion you have also assumed,
as a matter of necessity and as
something that you have a perfect
right to do, the sacrifice to a living
death and an eternal hell of my
daughter, or what is the same, of
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for the gratification of the sinful lust
and passion of your son. You argue
that, if there were no houses of pros-
titution, then no one’s daughter would
be safe on the street, and so you would
sacrifice with legal ceremonies some
of the daughters that the others may
he >afe. If you mean that our daughters
would be in danger of unbiidled assault
from all men —from your sons then
you present such a degraded view of
the human race as to make its annihila-
tion the heart prayer of all good
men and women.

If you do not consi ler the sinful
indulgence of his passions a great crime
on the part of man, hut a physical
necessity, and therefore maintain the
views you have expressed as to the
best methods of meeting that necessity
with the greatest safety—then I meet


