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The Laymen’s Missionary  move-
ment is interdenominational and
international. It exists to promote
intelligent missionary  interest
among laymen. A anumber of meet-
ings were arranged in London,
Bristol, Edinburgh, Liverpool, and
Sheftield. at which the delegates ex-
pounded the principles and aims of
the movement, with ilie result that
an advisory council and Executive
Committee was formed to direct the
movement in England, Wales and
Scotland,

We make the following extracts
from the speeches of the delegates.—

I do fear this—that we may lose
gight of the greater empire, the
great Empire of the Lord Jesus
Christ, while we are thinking,
rightly enough so long as it is in
a subordinate position, about the
npbuilding and consolidation of the
British Empire. I do not want you
to be Little Englanders or ILitile
Tmperialists, but I do want you 1o
think, every man of you, whether
in the upbuilding of malerial pros-
perity &nd material power you are
not forgetting that King who is
Lord of lords and King of kings—
whether yon are not forgetting the
erown rights of the lord Jesus
Christ.”

At the Holborn restaurant Mr
Mading said—We want to get right
at the heart of business men, with
a view to the extension of our
Lord’s kingdom ; and, heing busi-
ness men ourselves we the more
really and truly fecel the need of the
movement, I confess that in my
earlier days [ myself, as an average
husiness man somehow missed the
full interpretation of Christ’s mis-
gionary command. But some few
years ago a few business men asked
me if I would go in with them as
a sort of syndicate—which general-
ly means, of course, that you are
going to make something.

I put the money in, and said “1
am with you,” and after my money
went in, naturally my heart went
in too, And the more I have put
into this thing the more I have
been interested. But let me =ay
thisg—that in all my, life I never
koew such an opportunity for the
investment of money as there is to-
day; and T wish I had done more
in this wonderful direction in the
vears that are gone. I wish I had,
well, I want you to have the same
joy and privileges that . have been
given to many of us, of putting
vour money actually into the busi-
ness of propagating the Gospel
throughout the world. Too long
bave we left this to the clergy, and
the women, and the children, but
the call seems to us to be sounding
from Christ Himself to us business
fnen to put our money into this
thing.” :

-ally.

Dr. Schieffchn described the efiorts

- of his Churchh to raise a tercenten-

ary thankoffering (— .

“I belong to the Tpiscopal
Church, and this year we are cele-
brating the three hundredth anni-
versary of the foundation of our
Church in America at the settle-
ment of Jamestown, and in honor
of that greal event we are raising
what is called the men's thank-
offering, the laymen’s thankoffering
for missions. It promises to be a
large sum, and there iz very gen-

eral interost being taken in it hoth '

in our Church and by those who
have a sympathetic interest. Never-
theless, it is rather startling that
it should he the firsi great ocea-
sion when laymen as such are unit-
ing to rajse a fund for Wissions,
and this faet was somewhat amaz-
ingly commented upon by a Chris-
tian Japanese who came to study
our customs in America.

He said, “ This thankoffering is

given in honor of the 300th anni-

versary 77 “ Yes.” It is the first
time it has been done ?’ “ Yes.
Why ?”  “Do not your Sunday
School childven every year give an
offering to Missions, at Raster
time 77 Qh, yes.”” ‘" And every
triennial convention the women give
a thankoffering for Missions ?”
“Yes, thai is the custom.”
“ Well, then, as far as I can see
your plan ig to have the children
give every year, the women every
thres wvears, and the men every
three hundred years !”’ .

That did strike home, and I for
one hope that the system iz ended.
Woe do this thing very systematic-
Every parish takes a census
of its laymen, and every layman
is asked to give something towards
the thank-olfering. Now when this
census of laymen iz put in the
form of a catalogue and handed to
the Board of Missions they bhave
there a tremendons list of men
upon whom to call and upon whom
to work. .

And lastly, Mr McBee dwelt upon
a special advantage of the move-
ment being confined to laymen, in
that its influence in promoting
unity amobng Christians of various
denominations is likely on that ac-
count to be enhanced. He said’:--

“ My presence here is a strong
ovidence of this ideal upon my own
Chureh. They have been slow to
endorse any movement that might
look like compromising their posi-
gion, yet they [avor this body of
laymen — forfunately laymen, be-
cause we can buiid no ecclesiastical
fences, and we can tear none down.
We are not dangerous. My Mission-

. ary Board, which iz our National

Church — because our Missionary
Hoclety is the whale Church ;- our
Missionary Board is elected by the
national legislature of our Church—

our Poard has officially endorsed
the TLaymen’s Missionary DMove-
ment, in which I can stand with
Preshyterians and Methodists and
all other kinds of Christiaps. I
should not have dared to have left
my duties and come here except
on the advice of the chairman of
the Board of Missions and the ad-
vice of ouwr semior Bishop. They

" told me it wag my duty te come.

They told me this Movement meant
unity, if not now, at all events in
the future. M this Movement can
in any way bring laymen together
that work together every day and
then separate when they go to the
house of the Lord, if it can bring
them together in this great en-
deavor {0 spread the Kingdom, to
vive their money, to give their
lives, to ‘sacrifice anything and
everything, it is worth your while,
it is worth our while, it is worth
the nation’s while, it is worth the
while of all the Churches in Christ-
endom to promote it.”

MELANESIAN JOTTINGS.

v

Whilst Bishop John Selwyn was
staying in_ the BSolomon Islands
there passed down the coast in full
view of the place where he was,
three canoes of suspicious appear-
ance. He himself was laid up with
ague, but Hugo Goravaka (then the
head tencher in those parts) had
the promptitude to ~get  out his
boat and follow them, arriving
Just as a crowd of armed natives
had assembled on the shore to pre-
vent their landing. The firing
had actually begun, but Hugo lost -
no time. He at once pushed his
hoat in between the canoes and the
‘shore right in the firing line, and
Ly himself taking the stvange chief
on shore, stopped the battle hefore
any harm was done. They were
allowed to land, and were hospit-
ably treated, Nevertheless these
very men went on to Soga (the
chief of Bugotu) and asked him so
urgently to sell them. heads.at Te
6d apiece that Soga sent post-haste
for the Bishop to back him in his
refusal.  The Bishop told them
very forcibly what he thought of

-them for demanding other people’s

lives when they had just had such
a very narrow escape of losing
their own, and Soga sent them
back to New Georgin without any
heads except those they wore on
their shoulders, and, it is to hbe
hoped, thanlkful that those were
still there. -

But we must not forget to men-
tion Marsden Mamkalea, who was
heroie, too, in his own quiet way.
When he went to Ysabel he was as

" other teachers, except.that his eyes

were not strong ; but in removing
a creeper some dust fell into them



