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EDITORIAL - NOTICE,

Conununications  concerning  Editorial
inaltler should be addvessed to the FEditors
 WWatape Church  Times,”’  Cathedral
Vicarage, Napier. ’
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Tuek, Dox 101, Naopier, to whom all
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by the 20th of each month.

The Clergy Findly act as agents for this
paper, ard arve responsible for payment.
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TO THE CLERGY and LAITY
- OF THE DIOCESE.

In issuing this first number of
our Diocesan Paper, we confidently
look for the hearty eo-operation -of
our fellow Clergy in sending their
Parish News regularly each month,
and of all Church people through
out the Diocese in becoming sub-
seribers.

For a long time we have been
talking about having a Diocesan
Paper, and we issue it now at the
express wish of the Bynod, who
asked us to act as joint editors for
a year.

We bespeak our ‘rea:ders mdual-
gence for any omissions on our
part, and assure them that it has
been at no little expense of time
and thought that we have launched

" this paper, which we hope will he

iound full of information about' our
Beloved Church, not only im this
Diocese, but . im all parts of the
world.

With the hearty support of our
fellow-Churchmen throughout the
Diocese, we shall he able to issue a
Churcll paper with dtems of interest
for all omr members, young and
old, equal in merit to amy of the
other Diccesan Papers of New Zea-
Iand.

CREED AND CHARACTER

Ope of 'bhe most oft -repeated fal-
lacies amongst unthinking people is
that it does not matter  what a
man believes. On some points of a
purely academic nature this may be
true. It may not matter much whe-
ther we believe. that Napoleon was
a greater gemeral than the Duke of
Wellington, But on other points

our helief affects our comduct con-
siderably.
honesty cause some people much
An incorrect opinion con-

pose to be medicine may rob us of
life. Our opinion of & man may he
unjust, and may do him much
harm, especially if we repeat it to

- the four Gospels.

Lord:
Queer views cohcerning -

others, as we are too apt to do.
And we must argue on the same
plane when we enter the sphere of
religion. What we helieve has a
poterit effect on our character and
on, our welfare,

Varying views are being taken
just now as to the Person of Chmst
And we are told that the precise
view which we take of cur Lord's
Person and of the mode of Hiz Be-
ing does not matter much. But we
form a different impression when we
read the story of our Lord’s life in
Our Lord put a
searching question to the Pharisees
who had been plying him with
awkward qiestions, propounded
with the obvious purpose of placing
Him in a difficalty, He asked them,
“ What think ye of Christ ?’ The
question would ol course convey to
their minds a different meaning
from that which it would ‘convey
to’ our own, To ug it would bear
the same meaning as the gquestion,
“What thing ye of Jesus . The
latter question would sumgest to
them thoughts of deception and im-
posture, But the former would carry

" their minds from the Person of our

Lord to that of the Messish whom
they expected. But for us the onpe
question would mean much the same
a8 the other. And it may he seen
from the Gospels how the answer
which was given to the guestion af-
fected the lives of those who formed.
their own opinion. Some said of our
Lord, *“ He deceiveth the people.”
Such persons we may readily
imagine would join in the demand
for His crucifivion without con-
cern. Happily this notion is not
entertained by any thinkers now.
Our Lord had no motive to lead
Him to deceive thé people. More-
over, no promise or prediction. of
His has ever heen proved untrue.
There were others who "said of our
“He isra good man.”’ We
hear the same view. expressed to-
day, often - in pa.tromsmg terms,
But we do not find in the Gospels
that such & view as thizs produced
any marked “improvement in the
hves of the persans who expresséd
it.” Tt may not have drawn them -
out in open hostility to our Lord,



