]ljecemiaerf-i.s.t_ 1980,

'I‘HE  WAIAPU OI-IURCH GAZE!I"IE_--

that young parents ghould get some’:

special help as to how- they may bt_-mg_:

‘up their young childrén wntil they ave

of school age, and they should get ad-.

vies as to sending - them to' Sunday .-
School, and reasons why they should-do :

so. I believe that Professor Hunter.
iu Wellington, that- ©
seventy-five per cent of the troulies of .. .

gaid the othier ddy

this Dominion were due to the want ot'
proper home training in early. yqars
It should surely be possible to put into .:

the hands of parents when they bring. -
a child to Baptism a handbool -that.
The. I’lunkett v
the’

they would find helpful,
Society do -that with regard to
care of the child’s body, could we not
de it for his soul?- And in deing so,

you are lelping to- save the parénts. -
and never.
more 0 than at.sucl a- time, o the

They will be.susceptible,

influences of o religion that is inter-
ested in their child, - It is impossible
to absolve the parents from responsib-
ility in the matber of the. religious edu-
cation of the child. They must- not
come to look on the.Sunday School .as
u suhstitute for, but. as- an assistant
to their special work, ~ But under the
conditions in which we live they must
have help,

There should be some  system for
helping those intevested in the estab-
lishment of Sunday Schools where there
are none at present, The proposed
itinerant Diocesan Organiser might do
much that way. Buot a system of corre-
gpondence teaching is absolutely neces-
saxy for children in out-of-the-way
places - where there are no Sunday
Schools. Some use might perhaps be
made of the Press. We do not use it

at all as ib should and might be used,’

at least not in these parts, As was
suggested in Synod, by ome of our

Maori brethren, some use might also -

be made of wireless, But it is always
the personal influence of the Vicar, the
Sunday School Superintendent, and the
Bible Class leader that will couni most
with the young people. Yet while this
is so0, they too need help in the supply
of suitable literature, ‘especially  for
putting into the hands of parents, and,
wherever possible, they want help in
the shape of some organisation for
linking up the adults for the study of
religion.
I feel that we are at a eritical time.
1f we holdly set ourselves to a task
_which iz Dristling with difficulties, we

may surely lock for the help of the

Holy 8pirit, and’ be enabled to do what
is otherwise impossible. .On the other
hand, if we let things drift as they
are doing, we seal our doom, The
Church caunot live unless it takes care
for the nurture of its children, for: they
are the Church of the future, If know-

[ rate,
~ab the cost ot mﬁmﬁa r 0ubla and: pam,_

‘religion hds set before wus’
and Stewards
of the Lord, to feed and provxde for-
family, and . to seek . for’

Iedge grows from more: t.o mo:e, 1gnor—_—

ance does so0-: too, “and’ at 4 still: faster
. The ‘one‘harvest, can - only ‘come’.

_the -uther conmes easﬂy "mcl mewta.bly

by neglect : . -

! J. am, Slr, = R
_ Yours ebe., -
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e -

per!od ecclesiastical and. clv}l,,be‘_cween

the old year and the neWI'.Wﬂlen‘ we.

look back we fee| humbled by the reali-
ration of how very far short we have
fallen of the: ideal which our Christian
] Yo be
Messengers, Watchmen,
the Lord's
Christ’s ' sheep - . that
abroad." -

May our fqlimes of the pa.st be u‘iend
ns stepping stones to higher things
in the future, We are not only to feed
the Lord's family, but what is harder,
and much heglected in these days, we
are to seek the lost sheep. We want
more of the aggressive spirit of the oid
missionaries,

We are m danger o'f bemg too easiry
satisfied. Most of our sheep are wander-
ing. outside the fold. Can we do &

are dlspelsed'

- little more in-the future than we have

done i the past fo win them .in, It
ia not by might nor by power, but by
My Bpirit saith the Lord of Hosts,

Unless our Jives are in tune with His,

we' receive mo spiritual message, Ad-
vent, like Lent, is a period of spiritual

" preparation for the great festival that

follows. Let us draw . mearer to God,
and then we can look forward confid-
ently and hopefully to whatever the
New Year has in sbore for us. Our time
iz very limited. The night is far spent;
the day is ab hand.

New - Zealand needs a spiritua] re-
viva] amongst pakeha and Maori alike.
Let us pray for it daily. Let.us each
ask God that that revival may begin
in our own souls,

I have come back from the Tahiti
disaster with- my spititual sight, 1
hope, better focussed upon the things

‘¥hat are really worth while, In the hour

of our calamity when things looked
desperate, we were conscious of a
Presence more powerful than death. 1t
was so real, so near, that it took away
the sting and fear of death, Oh, how
I thank God for my faith in Him,
little though it be. I am so anxious
that others showld share in' the biess-

ing. ot' the prachical knowledge of God’s

_H. &mer ,

We hawe new entered the tramsntaon-

. ot i M

presence, without' -the - necessity . of a
- disaster like -the. Tahﬂn wneck to put
1t to the test, - .- :

Mla,y I commend to youl
pl;‘&yel’s the. work™ of your

earneeT_; .
Chureh

7 amongst - our Maoxi people, [ have put-

“posely ‘used the pronoun *‘your'’ be-
cause I want you to realise that we are
all'members of the one. Church. Our .
]ob 1g the spread of f;he Klngdom, re-
gaudle-ss of race or nationality, ‘

. Your offerings on . ‘Advent Sunday

" ae to:he deveted to the work of the

(Ihmch amongst the: Maori people.
Althongli the times are hard, remember
“God loveth n cheerful' giver,” “He
that watereth shall be. watered also

" himself,”” But what is of greatep value

than money, are your earnest prayers.
All can co-operate there, even our dear
children.

“May the b]esalng of out Heavenly
Fallier be vouchsafed o you all in the
coming year, and may the following
verse give expression to the deeper feel-
mgs of ea.oh of us :—

Fa.ther 1(,15 nie dedlcate all this year to
" Thea, .

In whatever- worldly s'tafze 'I"hou wilt
have me be;

‘Not from souow, pain or cave, Flee-
dom dare I claim;

This alone shall be my prayer,

Glorify
Thy Name, ‘

I am sending a message to the Maori
people in their own language per
medinm of our Maori paper, “Te Toa
‘Pakitini’’, so 1 will not use wup any
more of your valuable space.

Youry very sincerely,

FRED. A. AOTEARQA.

THE GHUMHI ARHY

:E“OR MANY YFJA,RS Bheepfarmers
have instructed their agents to
pay the proceeds of black and other
odd wool to the Hon. Sec. of the
Church Army at Ormondville. . The
money iz sent Home to maintain and
educate children of soldiers left under
the care of the O.A. during the war,
Many of whose fathers dig not return,
Please help the O.A. to do its duty to
these **:Children of the Empire’” by
donating a fieece or o of black wool

The Church Arm_y also provides suit-
able work for soldiers who lost a limb -
whxle helping their country, These men
make. Rase f’ tals ag confetti for wed-
dings: &iso mats and copper and brass
trays for presents. You cam make em-
pleyment for them bi uying British

oods mads by men who fought for the

ire.

1000 Rose Petals, in box, for 25, 6d,
Trays and Mats, from ds.

Specimens ag, “Tres Bon” Florints.
Hastings St., Napxer or apply to.

BOX 20, ORMONDVIILE



