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10 of “the. monograp’h it
that! by ‘whomsoever: made, in- what-
ever age, the chalice is a work of arf

of supreme and unexcelled beauty '

How comes it then, that’ a poor "and

intrinsieally valueless eup should be -

30 enshrined? The great artist who
spent years in.designing and making
the chalice’ must have been fully
aware of the importance of the inner
cup, whose crndeness was not  ohly

allowed to remain uncouected but -

guarded with such care and in a re-
ceptacle of the very best which human
art could procure.
vineed that the innér enp was rever-
enced as a personal relie of Christ
and His Apostles, too sacred to be
altered, perhaps’ even too precious to

be used. It is not unnatural that he

should incline to the belief that in
this inner cup, now lying in a strong
room in New York, we have 1nc1eed
the Holy Grail itself. -

According to the Arabg, loeal tra-
dition designates the place where the
treasure was found as the site of an
ancient eathedral, and Dr. Eisen sug-
gests that it was buried during the
troubloug times in the reign of Juliad
the Apostate,
lica of Constantine in Antioch, de-
prived it of its wealth, and cansed itg
treasurer, Theodoretus, fo be tor-
tured and beheaded for concealing
some objeet of great importance,

Space does nof permit us even to
summarise the reasons brought
ward by Dr. Fizen for attnbutmﬂ'
the chalice fo the first centuvies, in
spite of ne parallel
period being known, or the ingeni-
ous deductions by which he places itg

exaet date as between AD. 60 and

AD, 70, It is obvious, however, that
the identification of the« portraits and
their value stand or fall by the ae-
curacy of his conélusions,

The chief decoration of the chalice
is a broad bhand covering muesrly
three-quarters of the enp and eon-
taining twelve human figures border-
ed and held together by meandering
grape-vines, the whole enriched by
animals, birds, and symbolic objects.
Above this fleld is a band of rosettes
and below it is - a tiny bead band,
The bottom of the bowl terminates in
an open °lotus-lower, The homan

. figures are seated, and divided into

being ‘a figure which Dr. Eisen has.
identified as that of our Lord. -Ae-.

cepting, . then, his identification; ‘we
have on' the front npper. row Christ
enthroned after the Resurrection. He
is shown in front view; His .. Head

slightly inelined to.the left bui -with
gaze diveetéd straight forward, -The

- face, says Dr, Eisen (and. the pictures

eompletely bear him out), is remark-

ably individual, with a pebetrating
gaze, & mouth: 'with 4 sweet. expres-

sion, an- almost celestial smile, - ‘temi-

pered by senous thoughtfulness.

Dr. Bisen is con--

Julian elosed the hasi-

for-

work of that -

cheeks, a nose

. ~Christ.

e motith, he adds, is So unusual;'

and so° exactlv like the other. portrmt :

showing our Lord in youth, that it
carries the convietion that it must
have been a - characteristic of ~His
human personality. ‘It‘is’a wonder-
ful face, such as no artist has ever
been- abte to ecreate from -
tion,”” There are no

emblems or

symbols on the figure, but over the
head soars the Holy Ghost in the form

imagina--

of a-dove, at the right hand is a~

-plate: with loaves and fishes, . Delow -

“whieh -stands a Jamb with- the “head’:
turned -towards - Him, Below the
figure is a large eagle, symbolising

the Roman Empire, aid a basket of -

bread. Above the héad of  Christ,

unobtrusively crowded into the ros-

ette band, is the star of the Nativity.

On the 7ight side of the figure of
Christ is 8t. Peter.
Dr: Kisen, ‘‘is one of: the most

‘¢ Hisfdee,’” says-
re--

markable pieces of porfrait seulpture -

in ‘existence, It is without doubt a
true and accurate porirait,

unsympathetic  expression.”

: Petel, shows "an-imposing man, ealm’

and dignified, the chin short, rounded
and rather small; the ear thlek,'hlgh
and narvow, and the nose straight;
the downwald curve of the mouth
gives the face an austere but- mnoble
expression.. Bt Jude iy shown as a
dignified man ‘of careful habitz and
beautiful features, appareénily -one

rustie, -

t:'damaged by tlme, but enough remams ‘

to indicate’ a.man with a mystie,
sweet, and youthful faee and slender

-body, full of vivacity and - elasticity,

as the position of the limbs indicates.
His brother, St. James, on his right;
is also a beautiful; vouthful, ﬁaure,
smooth of face and without a beard.
‘The. chalice stands geven and a-half .
inehes high. In feelmg and’ executlon )
it 'is Greek, but'its symbolism iz en-.
tirely .der 1ved trom- the Bible, By
whomever it was executed, there is.no’
doubt in Dr. Eisen’s. mlnd that in him
wag combined the spiritnal power of
interpreting Christianity and a classie
sense -of beauty. Its many gualifies -
of . ‘design, -truthfilness, -dynamic .
yn11net1y, technical skill, and line- -
quality. ave  all” t1eated af . great "
length in this mowograph, but the. .
author never loses sight of the fact |
that it'is.its veligious value that is*
of ‘overwhelming importance, ‘‘Now,’”
says Dr, Eisen in one of his ehapters, -

" ftfor the fivst time since the final dis-
powerful, unyleldmg, but  with a not

“The -
figure of St. Paunl, opposite that of St.”

appeatance of the chilice amid the ™
debris of the aneient church can-the

- eravings of every Christian to geze -
“upon ‘the actual Features of his Lord-

-he satisfied.”’

- Later .he adds: ‘“Ne
oné ‘with appreeiation and _judgment -
can fail to recognise that thus +the
Evangehsts and Apostles would have -
appéared in - hfe——enthusmstm, ‘intel-
ligent, ‘devout, imbued with life; wis- -
dom, and énergy, talented, serious,-

" and full of chametel but above call

who never suffered any of the bard--

ships-of life,

more full. of serenity, sweetness, -and

calm than any of the other Aposdtles.
Behind 8t. Paul sits  St. Andrew;

apparently some years the senior of’
St. Peter his brother, wheose rustie

character he shaves, though he is
more dignified, less severe, and also
less foreeful, On the other side of
the chalice, Christ as a ‘youth, holding
the seroll of the New Law, is the
centre: On His right is St. Lake,
whose features ave those of an old
man of a decidedly Greek’ type. The
head is almost sguare, coveréd with

St James has-a face

else human.’

Most readers, however, who are f01— ‘
tunate enoigh to see thxs hook will'
agree with Dr. Bisén that the most -

- faseinating poing. of all with regard :

long, thick, wavy hair and a beaid, -

but without a neck-curl. Over the

hair passes a Greek headband. The-
features are classie, and the expres-
.slon is serious
. Below Him is St. Mark, .a- man of
two rows, in the contre of eacl group - .

-and.

“eontemplative.

full face, with: high and prominent

and creased, and generally heavy fea-
tures.. He hag the development of

fignre and enormous arms’ and - legs
whieh answer to the tzadltmn that in
his- youth - St. Mark was

a water-

carrier. Facing St. Mark ig a, digni-

“fied, stately man of Jewish fype. He
s 8t. Mafthew.
features ave the small mouth and thin
" -short upper hp On hig right arm is
a phylactely Bt. :
sits in -the uwpper 1ow on the left -of-
HIS faee ig, unfortunately g

The most notable

John the -

dongpicnonsly shovt .

to’ the diseovery is.the belief ‘that E
the chalice enshrines a most, saered
cup. ““In all probability the . one.
that served the Lord and His Dis-
ciples: at the Last Supper, the most
precious objeet in Christian history,

legend and tradition.’” “Chmch.
Times,”’ o o
Parish ncws.

Puka‘aa:pu. The annual meetmg, .

which had been postponed to:the 27th

-of June, proved a very pleasant fune-

tion, : Referring to-the many ‘deaths

which had oeeurred.in-the parish the:
Viear said that though we seemed - to-.
be deprived of the presence and help -

cof the departed, -this was-net really -

Divine-

‘removed to a higher sphere,

“many years of faithful service

go;- their loving. influnerdce was ‘but -
“Mr Bal=

lantyne had left the - distriet “aften’
ag:’
‘churchwarden, but he was glad to be-
abie to tell them that Mr, Ballantyne .
had not éntirely severed his ¢onnec-:

“tion with' the parish, as he would -§till

repregent them in Synod. He wished
to thank the Vestry: for the ener-
getic way in ‘which they had so con-
s1de1ab1y redueed the ‘debt  on the_,



