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‘ness, pray for grace to-follow-the ex-
ample of His great humility. .
o . 111

Onee mores, Trem his Christmas
“erudle, Christ Jesus elaims our love.
He presents Himself to us there, not
only as our God and our Saviour,
but as our baby Brother. He em-
bodies in Himself that most sweet
and tender relationship, and pleads
for our love in the appealing, the iv-
‘restible accents of His baby voice.
What, then, shall we do with this
“Jesus Who asks for our love? Shall
we give it to Him? Ah! how can we
help it? How could we refuse to
love Him Who loved us so mueh that
He laid aside His glovy, and took upon
Him our nature, and was horn as a
helpless infant that He might save
us from our sing and unite us to
Himself? Surely the cry " must be
wrung from our hearts, just as truly
at the Manger of Bethlehem as on
Calvary beneath the shadow of the
Cross: We love Him hecaunse He fivst
loved us. .

And how can we show our love to
Him this Christmas? For remember,
as I said just now, this is a praetieal
matter. The guestion is, What shall
we do? Well, my friends, He Himself
has told us what to do. ‘A new
commandment,”” He said, *'T give un-
to you, that xe love one another as I
have Joved you. By this shall all men
know that ve ave My diseiples.”” Let
us take the spirit of Christ-love intw
cur hearls and homes this Christmas.
Let us erush  down  our seifishness,
aur guarrelsomeness, and hitter tew-
pers.  Let us be kind and self-for-
wetting and  thoughtful for others;
for our parents and childven and
brothers and sisters. Let us be gen-
erous and charitable to the poor and
friendless. Let us do our utmost to
make Christinas a happy time forr the
children, for the sake of the Babe of
Sethlehem.  So shail we show that
vur hearts arve full of love and grati-
tude tc Him Who Himself was a
little child, and poor and friendless,
and outeast, and in want, and Who
has said: “‘Inasmueh as ve do it unto
one of the least of these my breth-
ren, ye do it nuto Me.??

Parish Rews.

The Rev. H. A. Haslam, of Tolaga
Bay, is leaving shortly for England,
having vesigned the charge of  the
parigh, :

Waipawa. The Bishop confirmed
fwo eandidates at Onga Onga, Clara
Russell und Marjory Bibby on Nov-
ember 16th, and twenty-one  candid-
ates at Waipawa on the following
evening, Messrs C. Thorne, C. Ed-
wards, H. Miller, A, Watson and W,
Gandy, A, Checers and Misses IH.

Mawson, M. Miller, H. . Miller, A

Gandy, BE. Smith, Elsa  Smith, D.

Moroney, U. Moroney, M. Cheers, H.

Mackay, A. Ireland, N. Vestey, M.
Wheeler, V. Watson, G. Morley. The
Bishop celebrated at a speecial cele-
bration at 7 am. on the 16th,. offered
with the special intention of prayer
for the Confivinees. There was a
large muimber of communicants.

Though no sensational cures have
so far resulted to patients from this
pavish who attended the Mission, yet
all of them and the intercessors as
well received 2 wonderfnl ’
beneit. The intercession serviees
have been continued and the whole
tone of our ordinary serviees is
higher. The Mission has been a
great experience to us all and has
made us realise more elearly than
ever before the presence of Christ
in His Church. There are no eases
of ‘‘bitter disappointment’’ such as
were prophesied by those who do not
understand that the spiritual joy can
uplift men and women so that life’s
burdens lose their irksomeness and
physieal infirmity gives way fo spiri-
tual strength.

Mr Allen, of Ruataniwha, took
evensong on November 4th. We are
pleased to welcome him amongst us
as a lay reader. ]

The Vestry have decided to obtam
cstimates for the building of a Kin-
dergarten School. We have £4156 1
haud chiefly devived from gifts from
the Rathbone beguest.  The opening

of 2 Kindergurten Sunday School
would he a  distinet gain to  the

[ratrish. '

" The faney fair held in Waipawa
last mounth by the Ladies’ Guild wm-
der the able management of Mr
Thorne, realised about £112, My
Thorne’s artistie decorations were a

-¢onspienous feature of the *“fair.”’

Hastings, There were 200 Com-
munteants at the Thanksgiving Ser-
viee on the Sunday after the Mis-
sion,

Opotiki. About 12 patients went
to the Mission in Gisborne and all
have received great benefit. The
spiritaal uplift has been immense and

not only have the congregations in--

creased—Dbut the devotional atmos-
phere has heen—and is still much
wore evident than before.

‘We have now eight prayer eireles of
six members each, and. ‘some forty
names of sick people, who are divided
amebg these eircles, so that they .are
surrounded by a ‘‘barrage’’ of prayer.
The answers to these prayers have al-
ready begun, for all  of whieh we
thank God, the souree- of all health
and strength. T.ater on. we hope to
have 2 healing sevvice and, taking
our Lovd at Fis word, to lay hands
pabliely on these sick folk, Some six
ur seven patieuts are.being. prepared
for the Rotorua Mission.

Twa new Sunddy School feachers

spiritual

are -jqinf.ng the staﬂ,. MISS IsobelPal-
kinson and Miss Joy Kelly. . We pray

for a Dblessing on their work!

Of course the devil is .annoyed at
finaueial plane, and our ~position’is
somnewhat diseoneerting, ~“Our bank
overdraft is £270 with & limit of
£300. ‘ R
The builder reports “dry ot ob
borer, not only in the pulpit (}) but
also in- the original beams and prin-
eipals of the chureh, and a possibility
of a collapse of the voom. Also the
Hoor of the Parish Hall has collapsed
owing to the piles having sunk. The
chureh needs paintitig, 'and the front
fence and gates entirely replacing,
The normal menthly expenditure is
£35, and the offertories are never
move than £27. e
The Vestry have had the help of
Captain Maephetson, who ig kindly
canvassing the district and an appeal
has been issued to-all ehurch people,
The result is encouraging, and already
over £70 a year has been promised by
the envelope system. Please give us
your prayers, that we may weather
the storm and not lose sight of our
spirituality whilst we ave ~ raising
mnoney. S o
‘We have received copies of the
Opotiki Parish Magazine, which main-
tains its gtandard of exeellence. In
spite of finaneial diffienlties the maga-
zine vecords, ‘Tt takes 65 muscles of
the Face to make & frown, but only 35
to make a smile. Why waste vour
energy?” Why worry? Keep smil-
ing.”’ o : ’
Gisborne., The recently eonfirmed
vandidates made theiv first Com-
munion on November- 4th, there be-
ing 195 eommunicants present at the
serviee. "
The Ladies’ Guild .held their an-
nual sale of work on November 1st
and theiv funds were considervably in-
creased. - ‘

“all this, so he is attacking ds” on the

On the 1st Tuesday of tlie month, -
after the Mission, Degconess Esther
Brand addressed a gathering of ‘the
Mothers’ Union, on some practical re-
sults following: the Mission.. ' After
the address, printed cards of Family
Prayers were sold. -te the different
members. The Deaconess conducts an
Intercession Givele ‘at:-2,30. p.m. every
day in the choreh ‘except Saturday.
The two ‘wid-weskly Fueharists are
stHl Debrig eontinued. A good- niim-
ber ol aduits are now - heing pre-
pared for Confirmation, dnd .'the
Bishop will eonfirm them: in Decem-
her.  The Holy Trinity Girls’ Clah
elosed their winter session on Novem-
ber 13th, and they do not resime
work till March or April next yeur,
Deaconess ¥sther Brand gave o talk

~bo the members on - this night on

“*Books, and What to Read,”’ the ad-
dress being keenly listened to by those
present, C



