
possibility of'encouraging the'forma-
tion of new.branches m the Diocese,
and we hope that" the clergy m the
different parishes will give full sym-
pathy to any suggestioris made. Al-
together the Conference was a most
helpful one, and should not fail to
bring! forth good and lasting fruit.

Unintelligent Scepticism.

We have always felt that modern
scepticism 'ahd irreligion are, gener-
ally speaking, simply- unintelligent.
This view is strongly expressed by
Sir Henry Jones- in his latest book,
"A Faith -that Enquires." He
writes:"—

'
■

"The looker-on at Religion,. "the
secular minded sceptic, must recog-
nise his limits. ... A great deal of
the scepticism of the present day is
not worthy of respect. Men reject
what they have never tried and con-
demn what they have never seriously-
reflected upon. They have been
engaged with other things than those
which are spiritual and which con-
cern the making of their manhood.
The affairs pf Religion are as foreign
to them as the computations of
higher mathematics, and their judg-
ment of the former has as little value
as their knowledge of the "latter.
They have not tried it m practice;
they do not know its history; they
are riot within reach of . advanced
arguments either for or against Re-
ligion. Their morality is traditional,
and the whole movement of their
thoughts is iri another'region and on
another plane than that of Religion.
And many of them beingprosperous
m a worldly sense, they are not m
the least aware how contemptible
they are m a higher and deeper
sense.''— ''Bombay Diocesan Maga-
zine." --" -

■ .

For Holiday Reading.

A few .howlers from "The
American Child":;

—''There were no Christians among
the early Gauls, they were mostly
lawyers.'-'

"In 1620 the Pilgrims crossed- the
ocean and this is known as Pilgrim's
Progress." ' r '

"Henry VIII. was very fat, be-
sides being a Nonconformist.!'

"The Puritans drove IJoger Wil- ;

liams out of Massachusetts because
he would"talk about God."

■'The Pyramids are a range of
mountains' between France and'
Spain;"
■""Algebra.was the wife of-Euclid."- f'Algebraical symbols" are used
when you don't know what you are
talking abbut.^ - ;.,,' _ _.

'"''Geometry teaches us how tp bisex
angels." '■■■-, ,■".';'.. "

"A vacuum is a large, emptyplace where the Pope lives."
"The climate is caused by hot and-

eold weather."
"A brute is an. imperfect beast;
manis a perfectbeast."

Here are somemore, from examina-
tion papers m Baltimore :—

-
A blizzard is the inside of a hen._ A' circle is a round, straight line

with a hole m the middle.
: George Washington married Mary
Custis and m due time became the
father of his. country.

Sixty gallons make one hedgehog.
Georgia was founded by people who

had beeri executed.
A mountain range ise a large cock

stove;
Achilles was;dipped m the river

Styx to make him'normal.
Pompeii was destroyed'by an erup-

tion of saliva from the Vatican.
Typhoid fever is prevented by fas-

cination. '
W Church Times."

News and Notes.
We have been asked to call, atten-

tion to the retreat for women to be
held at Hukarere School from Janu-
ary 22nd to January 26th, 1923.
Deaconess Esther Brand (Hastings)
is secretary and will give any infor-
mation required. There is nothing
formidable about a retreat, the most
simple-minded and the highly intel-
lectual meet together m the presence
of God, and, shutting out the world,
listen to God's voice. A retreat
is as its narile implies, a withdrawal
from earthly worries and mentaldistractions, into the peacefulatmos-
phere of silence and meditation. It
gives detachment, clearness of men-
tal vision,, confidence m spiritual
strength and the power of God's
grace, and generally, a refreshment
that sends one back into the -yorld
with new energy and high ideals. In
these times of anxiety and the rush
of busy lives retreats are absolutely
necessary if we would retain our
spiritual force; and our mental
clarity. A retreat is the most direct
way of accepting our Lord's invita-
tion, "Come unto Me all ye that are
weary and heavy laden, and Iwill
give you rest."

A Quiet :Afternoon for Sunday
School teachers was held at St.
Luke's, HaVelock North;on Saturday,
October 28th, conductor, the Rev.
Canon Maclean. Twenty-eight tea-
chers were present and the best com-
ment on the helpfulriess of the three
hours thus spent was their desire to
have many such opportunities given
to them.' The intention is to hold
a devotional afternoon two or. three,

tjmes^a year m Napier, Hastings, or
.A few years ago one of our parishes
had a surpliced ladies' choir, andthere is always a tendency m a cer-tain number of people'to advocateputting ladies m some sort of gown,surplice- and mortar-board. "Itlooks so nice." But if it pleases
some it disgusts others, for the oneword which canriot be applied to it
is "nice." It is never "nice"for awoman to dress m male garments,
least,of all m a church. Ladies'
choirs are .an essential m mostchurches; but why should they not-dress as women? There is nothing
so becoming to a girl as the various
ecclesiastical vestments for women.The bridal veil is a female ecclesias-
tical costume, so is the veil for.con-firmation and for the churching ofwomen. In some London churches
the war time custom of women com-
municating m a.kind of mantilla isstillretained, and very preferable itis to the large hat.m convenience.
There should be no reason,therefore
why theladies m the choir.should not
be "decently attired?',m- becoming
female costume. "They should not
iniitate either men or .nuns. , The
Bishop of Goulburn,(Bathurst— Ed.
C.S.), it is said, has authorised a
white linen headrcovering (like a con-
firmation veil), together with a white
linen garment that covers the figure
and is. girded at the waist. Some-
thing like that would be quite satis-
factory. But after all, if the choir
with the organ were m its right place,
behind the. congregation,, there would
be no need for special costume. For
a choir is intended to be heard, not
seen.

—
The'"Northern" Churchriiari,"

Queensland. \ V

Canon Batty thus concludes a
series of articles on "Church Music".m the "Church Chronicle," ' Bris-
bane:

—
There is a strong vis inertia on

the part of both priest and people
with regard to any change m the
music of the "Church. But my short
experienceof experiments m change
has taught me (i) that the tunes
which our reformers want us to use,
and of which a splendid selection
is to be found m the English Hyninal,
orice they are known, are the most
popular tunes' of all; (2) that if th*.
co-operation of the cpngregatien is
explicitly sought, and they are
brought to regard themselves as hav-
ing adefinite function tofulfil m pub-
lic Worship, and are bound to. do
their part just as much as priest or
choir, they will respond aMost with
enthusiasm;"(3) that congregational
practices before Sunday everisong are
not only an invaluable and absolute-
ly necessary means of familiarising,
the congregation with tunes "which it
is desired to" introduce,.hht.are eag-
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