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U syned,
~ Synod met at 230 each day. The
. mornings, as ugnal, were oceupied with
conferences and ieetings of cormmit-

tees. There was a very good atiend-

ance of clergy and laity, _
Amendment. of Canons.—The Com-

mission . consisting . of -Archdeacons:

H, Williams and W.J, Simkin and Mr

E. Turner Williams, presented their
report recommending s reeasting and -

* eodifying of existing canons and sta-
tutés. The amended code was ac-
“eepted by Synod with slight altera-
tions, The duties of echurehwardéhs
and vestrymen have been ecavefully
“defined by regulation and every ves-
tryman is to have a copy sent to
him,©

. Banns of Marriage.—In future, be-
‘fore banus are called the applicant
will he required to answer satisfac-
torily questions similar to those asked

of applicants for a bishop’s license,

and to satisfy the minister that the
parties to the marriage have been bap-
‘tised. '

. Representative to General Synod.~—~
A Bill to provide for three lay repre-

sentatives instead of four was lost.

Prayer Book Revision.—The Stand-
ing Committee of General Synod were
asked to seek freedom for the New
Zealand Chureh to revise the prayer
hook for itself, instead of heing bound
to wait for the English revision.

Parish Quilds—Synoed urged the
establishment of communieants’ guilds
in all parishes in order to prevent the
defection of so0 many young con-
firmees.

Pénsions for ILay Workers—The-
Clergy Pension Board have heen ask-

ed to take steps to provide pehsions
for laymen and laywommen who have
given themselves to the work of tea-
chers in. Church Sechools, Mission
workers and other workers regularly
employed by the Chureh.
Waipukorau Property.~Permission
- was given for = the sale of certain

Chureh- properties in Waipukurau -
with & view to the lending of money

“to Waipukurau DParish for urgent
nieeds, 1neluding the *building of a
new chureh; the loan to be gradually

repaid, and the proceeds of sale to be.

used solely for the benefit of Waipu-

Lurau:Parvish. . :
Congratulations.—Synod  heartily

. congratulated the Archbishop on his

. election’ as Primate and Archbishop..

The Bishop of Walapu expressed the
. pleagure that -the appointment had

given to all thg bishops and members

- of .General Synod.
- Standing . Committee—The follow-
ing were e¢lected 1embers of Standing

Cominitiee :—Clergy: - Ven. Avchdea- .
econ Simkin,  Archdeacon Williams, -
- Very Rev. the Dean, Rev. ¥. W. Ben--
“netty Rev. F. B: Redgrave and. Rev. .

Canon Butterfield. Laity: Messrs H.

“of work.

', J. Bull, T. Ellery, J. H. Kibblewhite, .
“ A, G. Pallot, R. E. H, Pilson, A: E,

Turner Williams and F. W. Williams,

Board of Nomination.—It was de-
cided to increase the numbers of the
Board by electing two eclergymen
and two laymen. The Ven. Archdea-

cons Williams and Simkin and Messrs-

A. E. Turner Williams and G, ¢. Wil
liams were elected, . , o
Fire Ingurance.~The Standing. Com-
mittee were. instrueted to inquire into
the question ‘of insurances.on Church
property with a view to the mors effi-
elent carrying out of the requirements

of General Synod, . P

Spiritual Healing.~The report of -

the committee appointed to investi-

gate the subjeet of -Spiritual Healing . '

was read. The . Bishop promised to
bave it printed and cireulated, The
Bishop was asked to appoint a fur-

ther commission to eontinue the in--

vestigation.

Rev. G. H. N, Watson.—Synod re-
solved that a letter of appreciation
of his gervices to the diotese be sent
to him, Mr Watson has heen ap-
pointed Viear of Waihao Downs

"{Christchureh Diocese).

Comnmunicants’ Rolls and Church-
ings.—In a debate on recommenda-
tions contained in the report of the
Session Committee on returns and ac-

_eounts, the question as to requiring

returng t0 be furnished annually of
the number of communicants on- the
roll and the number of Churehings
taken was carvefully disenssed.
Sunday School Organiser—A 1mo-
tion was carried ‘asking the Standing
Committee to seeure the serviees of

an Organiser for Sunday Scliools. All .

who spoke emphasised the urgent
need for an improvement in methods
of teaching and organisation. This
can be gecured only by the appoint-
ment of an efficiént expert- in Sunday

School matters to help the teachers

by dnstruction and- fo: outline schemes
The only . diffienlty in the
way is the need of money, but, as
this is a matter of the wtmost im-
portance to the Chureh it is -hoped
that the Standing Committee will be
able to devise ways and wmeans -for
obtaining the serviees of an organiser
at an early date’ ‘ .

Prohibition.—The longest debate in

. Synod took place on Mrs. Hera Mun-

ro’s motion in favor of Prohibition as
‘‘the only immediate available rem-
edy’’ for the evils of the liquor traf-
fie. Several speakers ‘‘let themselves
go’’ in warm support of the motion,

. Archdeacon Willlams opposed. Pro-

hibition as being a man-made. short-

cut that might bring material advan-

tages but not strength ol character:

and the best onc::

. The grace of God was the real remedy

" ‘The Bishop said that all the Ameri-

ean bishops at the Lambeth Confér-

ence agreed that Prohibition had -

““transformed " the _whi;l_e hfe .‘O-fj iy

America.””, .

- Mrs-Munro, in’ liei_'_ifeply, mtroduced

a serious innovation by singing & solg
she had learned. from a Maori girl,”
We hope this is not the ‘‘thin end

. of the wedge,”’ :

. The main gist. of the argument was
an appeal to the pakeha to vote Pro-
}1‘1b1t1011 for the sake of the Maori.

younger brother,’*’ The motion. was
carriéd by a large majority.

Ourselves.—4A fairly long’ discdssion *
took place on the ‘“Church Gazette.’’
An article on the subjeet will bé found
in another column, - : .

Diosesan @hoir Festival,

. As' the result of consideration by -

- the eommittee and a eonference with'
- the -clergy of Hawke’s Bay the fol-
- lowing arrangeéments have been made

re the Choir Testival with
val of the Bishop. = -
Date, April 18th.” .
Choirs arrive April 17th. -Full re- -

he appro-

 hearsal in the evening. April. 18th:

Plain celebration with hymns,” 7.30.
a.m.; choir breakfast, | 8.30. am.;
Choral Eucharist with short sermon,
1030 a.m. (Merbecke); hymns, 546

(A and M.), 316 (A and M.), 318

(Eng. Hym.), 322 (A. and - M.), 190
(Acand M.); Nune Dimittis, plain-
song, Tonus Peregrinus) ; lineh (say),
1 pm; garden party, afterncon;
Evengong, hymns 641 (Eng. Hymnal),
470 (E.H.), 519 (EH.), 272 (E.H),
604 (A, and M.); .short’ anthem, .
““Lord - for - Thy Tender Mercy's
Sake’’; Canticles-and Psalms 122 and

-84 (plainsong). - The Bishop will ap-

point” preachers - for hoth - morning
and evening. The tune to'19) (A, and
M.) will be ‘‘Hesperus’ (to be
found in the Hymnal Companion).

- All the musie: not contained in
Hymng A. asid M. wil be printed
shortly and copies supplied to.-choirs,

Provision will be made for country
choirs to eamp in Napier in sitable
buildings and expenses will be met
by offerings at the serviees ‘and. other

~ways yet to be devised. .

The Rev. Thomas Fisher, Hukarere
Cottage, Hospital -Hill, * is the -seeve-
tavy. - It will help if choirmasters
will =send to Mr Iisher soon an ap-
proximate estimate of the number of
choristers likely to go o Napier for
the festival. A few other details have
yet to he settled. :

The objests of the choir festival are
(1) to encourage "the use of good
hymns and musie suitable for ordin-
ary parisk churehes and of a ‘“con-

" gregational”’ charvacter; (2) to pro-
-~ mote sympathy and community of im-

terest among members of the varipus:
choirs able to participate in the fes-
fival, e

A very successful festival is antici-



