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‘of the Clelg"y of “the Diocese to be"' h

present for either the whole or part
of - the- Retreat; - The : Conductor of
the Retreat will be the Very “Rev.
Dean Carrington, of Christehurch.
The Retreat will be on striet:lines
of silenee with the exception of* the
afternoon from 1.30 pan. to- 6 p.m,
when talking dnd recreation will bé
allowed. One room will be provided
in ‘which talking will be allowed at
. any . time, aid -another room in
avhich stviet silence will he kept dm-
ing the whole' Retreat.
! Clelg'y of the Wajapu- Diocese w1ll
be  weleome. Intending © reticatants
please write to the. Rev. K. J. Me-
Farland, 23 Ada street, Palmerston N.

The gabolic Faith and -
- Cheosopby, :

1t is not our intention to deal
with the persounal or other aspects
‘ot the unhappy controversy in eon-
nection with the Theosophical Society,
which has flled so large a place 'in
the public interest in Sydney during
the last few weeks. We only desue
‘to "use the occasion of this contro-
versy to give to the falthful in Christ
Jesus as emphatic a warning as we
'ean of the real and subtle danger
with which the Chureh is confronted
The festival of the Holy Trinity.is
in itgelf a challenge to set clear he-
foré ns and to hold fast the Faith
onee for all delivered to the Saints
in the face of those who arve "too
chrewd to oppose it with a frontal
attack and who adopt the means of

insidious  teaching which seeks to
‘paint yank heresy in the colors of
Christian  belief. Men and women

are told that they ean join the Theo-
sophical Society without ceasing - to

‘be members, and even communieants

of the Church. They are told that in
Theosophy they. will find a higher
‘and more spiritual Christianity than
that whieh the Chureh has oftered
‘them; and many listen to and aeeept
‘this plea so attractively put. For a
‘time they attempt to live a kind of
‘dial” 1e11g10us existence, which foo
often ends in their complete aband-
onment of the "fiith and worship of
the Church: It needs to be ssid and
said clearly that Theosophy is not
only wn-Christian but  anti-Christian,
and that however far it -may use
'Chrlstlan terminology
Christianity for which Jesus Christ is
“the -central figure of .human history
_and which is founded on the Tnearna-
tion and the Cross. The Creed may
be verbally accepted; but it is ex-
plained away; and in place .of the

‘great historie' facts ~on which " the -

"Faith is built there is left nothing
“but a nebulous haze of mystical and
symbolie . explanatlon Thus the
“Catholie Faith s undermined until ‘it

- Christianity of the

the presentation’

it denies a

the unwary of a higher- esoterie know-
ledge hidden from the average man,
fo which they may hope -to be ini-
tiated as they advance in the precepts
of Theosophy. The whole emphasis
is laid on this inner knowledge with

no corresponding insisténde on a cor- .

responding standard of - conduet, and

. nothing can be more contrary to the
_breadth and sanity of the teaching

of the Church than this subtle wn-
dermining of its most -cardizal doe-
trines. A choice must be made - be-
tween the one  and the: other, the
Chureh -and - of
ecommon life and 2 modern gnosticism
which is its worst enemy —“Chulbh
Stdndmd " : .

Hllﬂliifdﬁ’ and Easteni_.

of 'plogwbs towcn‘ds Reuuiou
Bishop Grwynne’ wntea from Khar-

‘toum i -

An advance was also made i in the
‘movement towards the re-imion of
Christendom, when the represen-
tatives of seven Churches spent

" thiee days at Helouan ~in friendly

conference as to the next move to-

wards this great aim,

A very initeresting account is gwen
by Arehdeacon Waddy of the visit of
a deputatlon to Jerusalem from Abys-
sinia last October. ' They presented

from the Empress of that country

an Abyssinian manuseript of the
Gospels. -Underneath a picture of
is the followmg
note:—

The Abyssmlan race is Semitic,

spegks a tongue akin to Hebrew.

and claimg that its Royal Tamily
is deseended from Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba. The nation was
converted in the fourth century to
Christianity, by the Egyptiang, the
Abyssinian Church being a dau-
" ghter of the Coptie and its Abuna
or Bishop always being sent it
from Egypt. Abyssinian  books
_are kept in cases which are hung
on pegs.  The presentation of a
-handeross and a copy of the Gos-
.pels, written in Ge’ez, the ancient
Abyssinian used in chureh serviees,
to the Bishop of Jerusalem, is a
very delicate compliment, such
things not usually being given to
-anyone not in eommunion with the
Coptm Church.

The fol]owmg letter, g’lven in the
" quaint BEnglish of -fhe interpreter, ac-
companied the gxft -

_ The prevailent Lion of the Tnbe

of Judsh, The Elected by God’s

. Grace,Empress -Zowditou, the dau-

ghter of - Emperor Menelik = IT, of
Ethlopm— ‘

To, the Right Revelend the Lord

Bishop of Jerusa.lem -of “Britannie

.. Church—After we present’ our re-

is Tost. The attr aetmn is held out to

Spectﬂble salutatmns, and request .
to God. that He may. . Dless your
Lordship’s funetion—And we have
sent to your Lordship as a mem:
ory-a Gospel of the Four Apostles
in" Ethiopie language and & Cmss
for benedietion. - : .

We hope your L01dsh1p w111 ac-
cept them with pleasure.
A paper read befme the Jer usalem
members of the J. and K. M. views
the missionary work from the aspeet
that the representatives of the vari-’
ous churches of the world are in Jem-
salem as ambassadors,

It may not altogether be news
to many but if is “worth 1ecalling
that- St. George’s hegan to grow to
its present dimensiong with: a clear
eye to the advantages it might hold
out from just this ambasba,donﬂl
_aspect. Lotig before the Cathedial
was eonsecrated (in 1898) the then

" Qrthodox Patriarch suggested both
to the Archbishop of Canter-

. bury _and the Anglican Bishop .in

Jernsalem to show to the Hastern

Orthodox Chureh the manner of

worship of the Avglican Com-

munion in its most seemly form.

The Patriarch believed that this,

better than any other means, would

draw the two churches towcther—-m-

‘¢Chureh. Standard.’’

‘At Salisbury, in Southern Rheo-
desia, a remarkable service was held
in the Cathedral on Eastern Even,
when the Bishop, assisted by the

‘Rev. W. (. Webster, célebratéd the

Encharist for a large GOHD'legELtIOIl
of Greeks:—

‘The Bishop read the English
office, and after the Epistle took
one of the altar lights in his hand,
and wenft down fo the altar rall
and from his light all the cdndles
held by the econgregation were
lighted, ineense was used for .the
Holy Gospel, and after the Creed
the Bishop gave & short addréss
weldoming them to the Cathedral,
and saying he was only too pleased
for them to have the use of it
whenever they wished. He' also.
said how thankful he was at the
friendly intercourse Dletween the
two churches, which was steadily

" growing everywhere, the import-
ance of which could nof possibly be
over-estimated and -whiech for some.
years- had been most marked - in

Salisbury. : )
After the service the Bishop
and Mr Webster went yound . fo

. -shake handg with the whole ‘son-
gregation, giving each one the old
Raster. greeting, ¢ Christ is Rmen ’2

—¢ Chnrch Standaxd,’’.

Let,hght -go hbefore and let love
eome after, yea, take wus by the
hand, and lead us by Thy counsels;
and 1et this always abide -upon us,
that all things shall be for the best
for Thv gervants,—John Bunvfm



