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Undenominationalism.
It isanugly wordbut it is a very

popular one just now. We have Un-
denominational Teaching, Undenom-
inational Societies,Undenominational
or "Combined

"
Services, and even"Undenominational Churches." Un-

denominationalism. is m fact one of
theworstenemiesof theChurchofJesus
Christ, whilstitposes as the solvent
of religiousdifferences, and the ideal
formof Christianity. Everyerrorhas
aproportion of truth mixed with it,
and the truthcontained m the Unde-
nominational idea is that Our Lord
when Hefounded the CatholicChurch
did so to unite men under one head
and as members of one body. "De-
nominations " of Christians are a liv-
ing contradiction of thefirstprinciples
of Christianity :St.Paul founda ten-
dency to sects or separate societies
within the Church of Corinth. A sect
was onlya society or party within the
Church adopting a distinctive name,
it doesnotbecome a MDenomination

"
m the modern senseuntilit has sepai*-
ated itself from theone body and set
up a separate existence,but St. Paul
condemned vigorously even these be-
ginnings of Sectarianism and Denom-
inationalism. It is curious that m
these times the "Sects" or "Sectar-
ians" that is "followers of partylea-
dersor doctrines,"whohave separated
themselves from the Catholic Church
andbecome "Denominations "

are the
very ones who charge the Catholic
Church with being "Seotarian" be-

cause she maintains the old faith and
the old constitution; the old sacra-
ments and the old ministry -which
they have discarded. After an ex-
perience varying from about fifty
years to'a thousand years the various
Sects haveat last learned not to glory
as they did m their divisions,andare
now seeking tobeunited amongthem-
selves. The method by which they
hope to accomplish this union is by"sinking their differences." Now
what are the differences ? A great
many are just those scraps of Catholic
faith and practice which they carried
away with them when they went into
exile.

So long as the various bodies main-
tained someportion of the Faith and
fought for it, each had something
positive m common with the Church,
but when by the process of eliminat-
ing everything distinctive they have
reached the indefinite dullness of Un-
denominationalism, they have hardly
anything left but amere sense of re-
ligiousness, overlaid with cant ex-
pressions and dreary platitudes, a
thingutterlyrepugnant to every man
who conscientiously holds the full
Catholic faith. ButUndenomination-
alisni is worse than this;by its very
existence as well as its teachingitpro-
claims that organisation, order, doc-
trines and sacraments do not matter.

Theseideas have been industriously
spread even amongst Churchmen;
they constitute the worst heresy the
Church has ever had to face. They
mean that there is no such thing as
definite truth,a "faith once delivered
to the Saints,"but merely a choice of
opinions one of whichis just as good
as another: they mean that Our Lord
did not build a Church upon the
foundations of the Apostles and Pro*
phets,but merely left His followers a
disorganisedrabble toorganise them-
selves as they pleased. And because
the Church cannot be disloyal to 'the
Master and surrender the sacred de*
posit of truth, the Ministry of Hisap-
pointment and the Sacraments that He
gave to be her life, she is labelled as" Sectarian;" "Denominational,"
"Narrow," "Undemocratic," and
"'Uncharitable." Unfortunately a
large number of people arebynature
illogical andmuddleheaded and can-
not see how dishonest and traitorous
it would be for theChurch tobe faith*
less to her .trust and to join hands
with those whose one. common plat-
form is that all definiteness must be

surrendered soas toabolishallgrounds
ofdifference. ■

The Churchcannot fraternise with
Undenominatipnalism because she
teaches the faith as not a matter of
variable opinion but as a matter of
definite fact. She administers the,
Sacraments not as merebeautiful and
impressive ceremonies but as vehicles
of Divineappointment toconveyGod's
life and power through the agency of
the Holy Spirit. She regards her
ministers asnot merely officials quali-
fied by talents or scholarship for
preachingand teaching,but asChrist's
Ambassadors and as the Stewards of
Divine Mysteries.

.■'■■. . . . -.;....
A Churchman should leave the

societies which call themselves "Un-
denominational" to the supportof Un-
denominationalists. We rejoice that
even those whohave lost so- much of
the faith andhavecut themselves off
from the Communion of the Catholic
Church have still retained sufficient
of the Christlike character to minister
so zealously both at home and on the
battlefield to the needs of the sick and
the sad, the wounded and the fallen—
and we wish them God speed, but we
have areligion much richer to minis-
ter, we want to provide for and train
our ownorphans and give them liber-
ally the fullness of Christ's riches
both mknowledgeandgrace:wecan-
not consent to allow others to nurture
themon the husksofUndenomination-
alism and rob them of their Catholio
heritage. So with the fallen— there
is no power m TJndenominationalism
and Salvationism that can raise them
up and support them m their battle
against Sin like the Grace of Godse-
cured to them m the Sacraments of
Christ's ownappointment.

The Church would be a disgrace*
fully neglectfulmother if she'handed
overher children to TTndenomihation-
alism instead of caring for themher-
self. We are not satisfied to leave
our heroes at the Front, who form
sixty per cent of the troops, to the
Spiritualministrations of theV.M.C.A,
or any other similar institution, we
must care for them ourselves; every
Churchman will do his level best to
help the Church to doher duty toher
own children, and if she neglects that
duty^ as she has,sometimes done, we
hope the faithful laity will never -let
the Church authorities rest until they
either learn to performitsatisfactorily
'or.giveplace tomen-who will» , .:>■
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Literary Matter should reach the Editor
on orbeforethe15th of themonth. Nbws
Items, including PaeishNotes, onor be-
fore the 22ndof themonth.

MbPallot, who has hitherto attended,to
business;matters m connection with the
Gazette; has been called up for Home

, Serviceand isnow m Wellington.
The Editor has undertaken all duties for

thepresent. —
Please addressall communicationsre busi-

nessorEditorialmatter to Rev. M. W.-
Butterfield,c/oBall& Co., Napier.


