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Bible in smte Schools Aeague

. We print below a report from the
Christchurch “* Press” of an ad-
dress delivered by Canon Garland,
the Organiser of the Bible in State
Schools' League, to a large gather-
ing of the DBlothers’ Union at
Bishopscourt, Christchurch. We
entirely agree that this question of
the re-introduction of the Bible into
the State Schools should be decided

by a referendum at an early date.

The Government seem, at present,
hardly to realise the quiet strength
of the movement. It is for all who
have the interest of the L.eague at
Lheart to consistently press for-
ward its just claims. ‘

In his introductory remarks,
Canon Garland commented on the
great power possessed by the mem-
bers of the Mothers’ Union (now
numbering some 4000 throughout
the Dominion)- in infinencing the
motral and religions training of the
children of the community, All the -
initial steps in civilisation were due
to women, and also all advance in
religion and morality. No Christ-
ian religion would exist to-day if it
were not for women, and therefore
it was only to bhe expected that
such an organisation as the Mothers'
Union should be concerned in all
that went for the uplifting and the
advance of the: race.

A GENERAI, DESIRE,

It was obvious, continued the
speaker, that a very general desire
existed for some form of religious
teaching in State Schools. The
Bible in State Schools' Ieague
comprised the Anglican, the Presby-
ierian, and Methodist '_Churches
Thev were asking that religious in-
struction should be. restored to our
educational system, and restored
by -a particular method. Tut not
only did the Teague ask for some-
thing to be done. The Roman
Catholic Church also desired a
change, and asked for more than
the. League did. This was. a testi-
mony, and a sound one, that there
was: dissatisfaction in all. quarters
with the present system owing to
its exclusion of religious teaching.

_THose who . desired no change
‘were. practically neghglblc i num-
ber. The Churches constituting the

'League formed a,bout 75 per cent.
of the population. The Roman
.Catholic Church represented anothen
14 per cent. and the Baptist Church
was -asking for the Nelson system.
It was periectly clear that 90 per
cent. of the people of the Dominion
liad, through their Church author-
ities, asked that sonwe kind of re-
ligious instruction - should be re-
stored to our Schools. This was a
very significant fact, and the ques-
tion arose as -to what system
should be nsed. One proposal made
by a small section of the commun-
ity was that the Nelson system
should be adopted. - The League,
however, would not accept the Nel-
son system upon any terms what-
ever.  There might have heen a
chance in years gone by of this
system proving a solution, but the
obstacles and difficulties placed in
its way were so- great that the
Churches constituting the Teague
deliberately said that they would
not have it as a permmanent solu-
tion of the problem. The League
stood firmly for the principles of
the Australian system, though not
asking for all the details which
varied in different States.

FAIT,URE OF THE I\EI,SON
SYSTEM.
Nelson

That the system h.ad

proved a failure was asserted by

Canon Garland. In support. he
offered a valuable series of figures.
A lady in Nelson interested in the
question wrote to every school in
the Fducation Board district—num-
bering 112, Replies were received
from 108, and of these, 97 head

" teachers said there was no religious

fustraction in their schools. This
meant that in the very home of the
Nelson svstem, in the place where
it had been most boomed and advo-
cated, only six schools had it in
operation. And then the Secretary
of the Nelson Fducation Board said
in writing that his Board had at no
time given permission for religious
instruction to be given in schools,
as the Act provided that all in-
struction must be entirely secular.
This meant that the school build-
ings were used only. The school
itself received no instruction, but
only those children who cared to
remain after hours,

What were the facts of the case?
The supporters of the Nelson sys-
tem claimed that 16,060 children
were. reached by the systemj in New
Zealand—that was nine per cent of
the pupils after some sixteen years’
operation of the method. Now. in

Queensland the rehgmus instruction
system had been in work, ‘and how
did the resitits compare in its first
two vears? At the end of the
first yearjs. work (1911} the aver-
age for the eleven' months was
16,748 children . under :{ustruction
from their ministers. This gave 16
per cent. of the children in Queens-
land, at the ¢nd of the first year.
In the second vear 28,720 children
received instruction, or a percent-
age of 26 on the net enrolment.
This was nearly three times the
percentage achieved in New Zea-
land after 16 years under the Nel-
son system. Queensland, in _addi—
tion, ~gave every child the oppor-
tunity of reading RBible Ilessons,
while New Zealand gave no ‘such
privilege.  Another set of figures
showed that in 1912, 89.5 per cent.’
of ‘the children in dally atteodance
in Queensland bad heen visited by
their own iministers.  “This meant
that approaching one hall were
brought into dxrect personal con-
tact with their own ministers dur-
ing school hours, ‘“This was .the
system, sald Canon Garland with
emphasis, which was desired for
New Zealand. If those results
could be achieved in : Queensland,
which was six times the area of
New Zealand and only half its pop-
ulation, what could be dote here?

ALLEGED I\TJUSTICE TO
ROMAN CATHOLICS,

Upon the aspect.of alleged 1n]ust-
ice to the Roman Catholic Church,
Canon Garland said he would re-
peat what he had said before —Ii
he considered this movement was
doing an.injustice to the Roman
Catholic Church, he would have
nothing to do with it. He could
not see where any imjustice could
be done for this reason: They
asked that the Schools should be
open to Roman Catholic priests
and sisters to go in and teach their
own children in the same manmner
as it would be open to the Method-
st or Anglican clergymen to do
the same. Where was: the injustice
in that? The Roman . Catholic
tlergy could not go into - the
Schools now, but i the League
succeeded then the doors of those
Schools now shut to the Roman
Catholics. would be open to them
as the result of ‘the work of the
League. That they availed them-
selves of the privileges when it was
won was shown by the fact that in
New South Wales in a record of
seven  years the Roman Catholic
klergy paid an average of 1000



