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56 Ha.wkes Street
o ',Wellmgton, o
' July 23rd, 1914

,To the Editor, :
- “Walapu Ch:urch Ga.zette'“
L Na.p1er

;"Dear Sir,”
Herewith 1. enclose vou copy of a

"letter from General Chang, Military
Adviser to the President of China,

to the Editor of the London Daily
News and Leader, stating a few
startling facts, and. containing an

urgent appeal from China. aga.lnst.
the continued sdle oi Opium in the:

foreign settlements in China.

Owing to the d1scont1nuancé-“ ol

the ‘cultivation of opium 'in’ China
and the stoppage of the import
from India, the opium merchants
in Shanghai are making immense

fortunes from the stock which they

now have in hand, ag owing to the
drastic regulatmns against smok-
ing, the wealthy opinih sots are
congregating to the foreign settle-

ments in Shanghai and Hankow

where they ¢an smoke - without
tmolestation under the protectmn of
the hated foreigner.
I am, Dear uar
Yours faithfully,

H. $. BLACKBURNE.

Hon. Secretary N.Z. Anti- Opium.-
Assouation .

'CHINA AND OPIUM.

General Chang's Complaint against.

British Merchants.

(To the Dd1t0r)

Pekmg, May 4th 1914

Sir,
- I trust that vou will. again allow’
me to put before your readers a
few facts concerning the opium
trafic in China, from which our
nation has grlmouslv suffered,  and
alas ! is still suffering, .
respects, more than ever ‘hefore.

I do not” wish t6 birden your
‘readers with- a detailed .account of
“the. progress ‘China has made, -es-
. pecially in- the last year, - in". her.
anti-opium campaign. Suffice: to
say that the progress has- ‘beeti’ s0.
_rapid that we hopefully expect the.
“British™ Minister, after thorough in-
:8 pectmn,
rprovinges,, free from the- cultivation.
of the poppy, and therefore, entxtled_
-to..prohibit, the nnportatmn of any.
more.Indian: opium. 'But whﬂe it
is adnntted on’ all hands that

in sotne -

to declare several more vailing, :

matterof reducrhg the' native pro-
duction of opium, and has made
unprecedented . sacrifices -in order té
-accomplish . this _end, it - is

‘of her emanclpa;lon from .the evils

of this age-long vite, she is obliged:
to submit to..the ruthless and..
“this is gnite: poss;bie, ifn view : of

heartless manner in which British
merchants, inder the protection of
‘the : Shangal 4t Model Settlement,”

are exploiting her to the fullest ex-
~These mer-...
chants are taking advantage of* the
present sfcuatlon, and msmtmg up-s

tent- of theit ability.

on receiving unheard-of. prices’ for
each chest' of their ** black poison.”

I beg to send ' you | herethh
synopsis ' of the - reports of -~the’

ex-:
- ceedingly regretted that on-the eve

"bemg inflicted upon- us.

. China has ma.de great stndes in the the leum merchants rth&t next :

year ‘will"be the' most gloridus. year
yet for the opium trade, as ‘they

{éel: that ~they will’ be- allowed - fut.’

thet freedom  to . drsposna ‘of :their
unsold- drugs ‘without ‘let . .‘of- "Hin-
drance.” - “They ::confidently expect
that the: prices. will:be as ]ugh’ as
ALi300  to L2 000 ~per . chest, fand -

the present rapid advance: in: the’
ptices;. and' the weakness of:those
who ‘are ‘addicted to the il ha‘mt
Tt is under ‘the British flag that
such a great erime, uiiparafleled’ in
the history of a c1v111Sed nation, is
" The most
deplorable part’ of the whole matter
is that thisgreat -and monstréns
crime “is’ allowed by Your- Govarn—-

Shanghai opiti stocks, as they ap-‘ment,’ although 1_’; is fquy aware of

‘peated at intervals bBetween August
T 1914

8th, 1913, and March -2oth,
Your readers will be surpmsed to.
learn that the price’ hgs  jumped
ftom £340 per chest last August to
£o00 per chest in March last, and

the prospect is good for’ s‘tﬂl hlgh .

er prices.

I‘hepresent enormous pnce is due
entirely to the rapid extinction of
the cultivation of ‘the. poppy in
China, and the scarcity.of the na-
tive drug on the market, as well as

‘the cessation last year of the im-
Know-:

portation ‘of Indian opiumni,
ing as they do . the weakness of
-opium smokers, the Brit'sh mer-
chants have taken. advantage of
thetm unfairly, ~ and inflated the
prices to such an extent that only
the ~ well-to:do ' classes, - who can
afiord + to ‘meve  to- the foreigh
settlements of Shanghai, -may still

_ continue in the use of the drug, but
" this- dées not reduce the price de- -

'manded by the merchants, as they

“{eel confident that - the ~ rémaining

stock on their hands at the end of
this year will cotnmand still higher
Frices, in -spite of the fact that the
trade is' to be declared extinct at
the etid ‘of this year.

Such'-is- the situation’ to—day., a
situation fraught with great danger
to" China. - Tast: year the foreign
banks in Shanghai-tried to bring
pressure upon China to compel her
to . grant the opium traders unre-
stricted freedom to sell the drug in
the .open market, so as to save
both of them from financial xunin.
Owing to the hlgh pricés now. pre-
those  concerned - have
gotten ont of the ‘ coup,” and
Targe - profits have been “made,
esPecially, bv the merchants mter—
ested e

The 1dea 1s fast growmg among

all the facts: , ,

Negotlatlons are’ now gomg ‘on
Between' ‘our' own Government and
the’ British 'Ministe’ i Pekmg ‘ra-
garfding the disposal of the Femain-
der of the stock of opiiyn in Shang-
hai 'at thé end of this*year, and I
beg to dppeal; through the tedinm
of your widely-read joufrnal; to-the
best elements of the civilised Brit-

‘ish’ na'tion, not to allow tlieir own

tolerant and hbertv-lovmg Govern-
ment -to :inflict upon us such a
terrible crlme as to - allow. the
traffic .in" opium to contihue -any
longer, for it appeats 'to us a grave-
crime to see British merchants fat-
tening themselves at.the expense of
the happmes‘; of our long-oppressed
113.1:1011 .

o L CI—IANG
M111tary Advisor . to. the Premdent
of China, and" Presideiit: of

the l\r'atmnal Opmm I’roh1b1t1on
Umon

(‘hests rema1n1ng——1914 ' 19 13

August .8 - T5,735 ,"17,130 5
August 22, - 15,268 - “17,439.5
Sedtember 19 L 13,700 ';'19 022
October 17 W 12,509 0 19,022
‘October 31 ... . :rt,915 19,023
November 14 ... .11,396.. 19,425
November 28 ... 1o 892 19;956-
December 12, ...z-‘m 353 19,972 .
Decemnber 26 - 19,9775 20,416
January 9 ... L 9,511 . 213167
Jahuary 23 8,899" - 20,920-
February 6 ... 8,545 " 26, 636.5
Fetrudry 20 ... 5,180 " 20,164.5
March 2o A3 18,793 5
BctWeen Tanuary 1st,. 1614, ‘and
March - 2oth, “19714, " s1xty‘-s1x (66)

chests were imported.
o In the perzod in ques‘tlon the sall-
1ng price per’chest Tose: from-taels
625 to taels 5,475 '



