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COVETOUSNESS.

Both Old and New Testament
writers speak in no uncertain lan-
guage upent the evils of covetous-
ness, Many of the utterances of
Isaiah and Jeremiah were denun-
ciutions in scathing terms against
the covelousness of the Jewish
people, which, with its attendant
evils of luxury and extravagance,
was 50 promnounced in the periods
of peace and prosperity, We see
the same in the minor prophets.
These men were mainly preachers
of righteotsness in a pleasure-
loving and luxurious age.” In the
New  Testament we have the
Saviour's warning to Ilis disciples
when a man caine to Him with the
request, ‘' Speak to my Lrother,
that he divide the inheritsnce with
me," and the Lord said, * Take
heed and heware of covetousness,
for a man’s life consisteth not in
the abtndance of the things which
he possesseth.” St. Paul, in writ-
ing 1o the Ephesians, says, ‘* Cov-
etousness—let it not be once named
among you as becometh saints '
and again to the Colossians he
speaks of covetousness as idolatry.
What is idolatry in its essence ? It
is worshipping a material object
instead of the Ifternal God, either
from fear, or in the expectation of
gaining some advantage. Covet-
ousness in its. essence 1s an eXces-
sive desire fqr riches or wealth as
the object of primary importance.
This vice is not- limited .to those
who have an excessive desire for
large . [ortunes, but is equally pre-
sent with those of quite lmited
means, who yet have as their ideal

of life the increase of material ob-

jects, In the list of vices given in
Col. 1il. 5, covetousness is classed

with sensnal sins of the deepest
dye, showing the abhorrence with
which it is regaided in God’s sight.
+ Covetousness is idolatry, because
the object of its devotees 1s ma-
terial. It is idolatry ULecause it
gradually asorbs into itself all the
religious instincts. It is idolatry
because, like all false worship, it
narrows the sympathies of its wor-
shippers. A distinguished American
thinker remarked recently——" What
we particularly need is an abiding

faith in ideals—in spiritual ideals ;

for mere material progress is not
worth fighting for, except as a
means to something better. If all
the sweat and blood and tears of
mankind shall mean no more than
the preservation of atrophied souls
in bodies that wax fat in idleness
and luxury, then indeed life be-
comes a stupid farce, and  the
sooner its actors are chased {rom
the boards the better.” .

Covetonsness forms part of the
world spirit of most civilised coun-
tries to-day. It is being felt every-
where, and is largely responsible
for that indnstrial and social un-
rest which is everywhere present.
The prrsuit of wealth grows more
and more absorbing, Hvery avail-
able channel-~legitimate or illegiti-
mate—that is Ilikely to lead to
greater gain is diligently sought
out. The one who. thinks fIooo a
year would give contentmernt no
sooner - reaches that goal than
L2000 g year seems the very least
that can suffice. The game goes
on in every grade of society wher:
cver material objects are made the
supreme test of enjoyment. Side
by side with this there is in all the
older countries, as well as some of
the newer,
poverty—those millions- who must
be regarded as existing rather than
living, which' creatés a problem
which is almost the  despair of
philanthropists atid-statesmen; and
the solution of which is rendered
so much the harder Ly 'the preva-
lenice of this spirit of covetouaness,

which “seeks -only - its own things,-

and is callous and indifferent to the

that dark spectre of

wellate of others. Is it surprising
that many, in their earnest desire
to see  sormie practical’ rémedy” for
the "grave 1ne4uaht1es and social

‘miseries that exist, and despairing

of much  improvement undet the
present competitive system, should
be turning their attention to soHie”
of the socialistic schemes' which are
demanding recognition. Some of
those schemes may be wild, and the"
realisation of them may be impos:”
sible, but none of us can venture
to prophecy that there will not bey

before another generation has pass-

ed away, very great and radical’
changes in our soclal and industrial
conditions. There are many indica-

tions that such changés are immin-
ent. The duty of the Christian

Church, under these circumstances,

is'first to' give a more ‘sympathetic'

consideration to the problem it!

self, and then to foster the growth”
of " a’. keener- sensé of hutgan’
brotherhood, with .all that “that im--
plies; to see to 1t that no large
body of men is allowed to get out'
ol touch with "the Church, as’
though their interests were a mat

ter of no comcerri to the body of ’
Christ. Apart {rom this chviously”
necessary attitude, the danger is”
that the solution of the problem
will be undertaken without’ any

referénce to religion, and the last.
error will be worse than the first.

We have had tlie history of great
empires in the past, some of which -
seemed to the citizens of those em-

pires to be as imperishable as the

ill-fated Titanic seemed to be un-

sin‘rable by the unfortunate passen-

gers wlo perished -with her. -Of
steh  were Egypt, Assyria, and.

Rome, No mightier empire ever
held sway in the old world than
Rome, but 'as her prosperity in- -
créaseéd,” so- did the covetousness
and Iuhury of her' reople. With
this ‘the moral fibre of thé nation
was ‘weaketted ; the old simplicity .
gave place 1o the most extravagant -
cstentation. = The strong manhood
of early Roman davs was exchang-
ed for-effeminacy ; -home life was
destroyed, and with it the sanctity
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of marriage. No wonder this once
mighty empire began to totter he-
fore the repeated attacks of the
more virile nations of the north,
until at length the glory of ancient
Rome departed for ever., We can
no more violate moral laws with

impunity than we can, the physical -

laws of nature. Covetousness and
luxury can no inore prevail in a
nation without that nation losing
its moral strength than the dry-
rot can- attack a block of wood
without its being rendered, in
coutrse of time, useless.

There are two great lessons that

our Christian Faith immpresses npon

us with regard to what we own,
whether it be little or much.— (1)
that all wealth is a trust. The
wealth of the millionaire is a trust,
so is that of the labourer, If that
elementary  Christian lesson s
taken to heart, that we are trus-
tees rather than owners, and can
carry mo material wealth away
with us, we¢ have Ilearnt the first
important lesson as to the right
use of what is entrusted to us. In
order to bring this lesson home to
the Israclite, a definite proportion
of his wealth had, according to
Divine law, to be set aside for re-
ligious purposes, in the form of
tithes and other offerings, What
the Jew gave under the compulsion
of law, the Christian is surely ex-
pected to do the more readily of
his own [ree will, and I cannot help
thinking that nothing would tend
more under our present conditions

ligious and charitable work. Church.

dangers of covetousness than that
each Church memhber should set
apart a definite proportion of his
income—whether one-tenth,.or one-
twelith, or any other proportion
fixed upon—and from that first
charge upon his income to meet
the calls that come to him for re-
to safeguard us Irom some of the
finance would be solved, and a
blow would be siruck at that form
of idolatry with which we are ouly
too familiar. (2). 7The second les-
son our Faith impresses upon us
with regard to this subject is this—
we shall have to give an account
of .our stewardship., To spend an
undue sum upon mere lnxuries, or
to spend only upon ourselves when
we have it in. our power to help
the unfortunate amd the needy, or
to make_it possible for the hlessings
of the Gospel to be shared with
heathen races, is contraty to the
very first principles. of Christianity.
The true end - of getting is quite
simply put by 8. Paul—'' that ye

" balance-sheet,

may have to give to him ‘that
needeth.”! And our Lord teaches,
‘“ it is more blessed to give than to
receive.’! This spirit is the direct
opposite of the spirit of covetous-
ness. F.W.C,

The Church of ]Iilllglanb apen's
society.

Branches,

Oathedral Parish; 8, Augustine's
Napier; 8. Andrew’s, Napier ; Tara-
dale; Wairoa; Hastings; Havelock;
Waipawa ; Dannevirke; Gisborne;
Rotorua.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

The third annual Conference was
held in S. John's Schoolroom on
Wednesday, August 28,
Bishop of the Diocese presided, and
there was a good attendance of
Delegates from  the  different
Branches. After the roll had been
called and prayers offered, the
Bishop addressed the meeting, and
expressed the pleasure it afforded
him in meeting the Delegates. He
then spoke of the important work
he had seen done by the C.E.M.S.
in the Iome XLand, and of the
power for good such an organisa-
tion might he in the work of the
Church 1n the Dominion,

The Secretary then presemted the
which showed a
small credit balance.

Mr. 8. E. McCarthy, the Chair-
man of the Council, was unavoid-
ably absent. The report of the
Diocesan Council, signed by him,
was read, and is as lollows :—

REPORT OF THE DIOCESAN
COUNCIL
Of the Church - of England Men’s

Society for the Diocese of Waiapu
for the year 1911-1912.

In once more meeting the Dele-.

gates, the Council than“fully. fe-
cords a vear of, on the whole,
steady work, though in some
branches there is not much evidence
of life. The point must never bLe
overlooked that, although the
C.EM.8. movement may, as.a
part of its duty, be called on to
deal with many matters apparently
secular, yet even * the trivial
round and cominon task ' may te-
come ganctified to some good ob-
ject if only the right motive is kept
in the foreground. ‘

It is sometimes urged against
ouf organisation that it Tlas
brought no increased membership

The -

to our Church, This is true, but
only partially so. For one thing,
no active propaganda has been
carried on in the Diocese, as has
been the case with the Dioceses of
Wellington and Chiristchurch, where
metnbers of the C.E.M.S. have gone
into the streets and acted as street
preachers. Yet it is surely some-
thing that Church workers have
been organised, and have taken
special vows to carry out the Sco-
ciety's daily rule of life, namely,
‘* Prayer and Service.” . Again, it
is surely something gained that the
Vicar of the Parish can meet a
certain number of his adult male
workers in Counctl gathered to-
gether in one organisation.

The number of meimhers now. on
the roll is 258, as cotupared with
269 last year, a decrease of 11,
Thig- decrease discloses a lack of
militant effort. One new branch
has been formed, that of Te Puke.

We are all looking ferward with
hope to the return of His Lordship
the Bishop, as well as to the im-
pending visit of the Rev. Watts-
Ditchfield. Doubtless it is true
that all effective work must pro-
ceed from a simple faith in Al-
mighty God and the promptings of -
His Holy Spirit, yet the personal
labours of His chosen ones will he
mightily blessed if these labours
are preceded by earnest prayer and
careful preparation of the ground
in which the seed is to be sown.
It is to lLe hoped, therefore, that
periodical meetings preparatory for
orr special issioner's wvisit here
have heen regulariy held and faith-
fully carried out.

The Cathedral Branch. — This
Branch numbers 23, atd has held
monthly meetings, at which there
was an average attendance of g ur
1o. Papers have heen read on
various subjects, and some of the
metbers have engaged in some-
branch of Church work. . During
Holy Week there was a course of
lectures for men by Canon Mayne,
whilst there is a Bible Class which
meets on Sunday afternoon, and
the Vicar holds weekly classes for
instruction in Church history. The
attendance at these could be very
much larger if only members took
Httle more interest in their work.
It is to he regretted ‘that this
Branch has not found it possible to
cgtablish a Dranch of the 5. Os-
wald's Guild.. Two corporate Com-
munions have been held. :

5. Augustine's Branch. — ‘This
Branch has 34 members, and holds’
fortuightly meetings. Members ate
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regularly engaged in Church work
in connection with the Parish, .
8. Andrew's Branch (Port Ahu-

riti). — This Branch numbers 17

meftibets, who take their part in
the life of the Church. It is to be
regretted, however, that the only
member of the Council belonging to
this  Branch has mever found:. it

convenient to be present at one of’

its meetings throughout the year.
8. Matthew's Branch (Hastings).

—This is a particularlv active
Branch, and consists of 42 mem-
Lers. It meets every fortnight,

when discussions are held on stated
subjects.

All Saints'’ Branch (Taradale)
numbers 14, all engaged in Church
work,

Rotorna Branch.—This Branch
numhbers 26, and is still active in
Church work, especially in the
Prison camps. Devotional meet-
ings are held, and in every way the
spiritual life of its members is be-
ing built up gradually.

Dannevirke (13), Wairoa (20},
Waipawa (11}, Havelock (9), and
Gisborne (36). — These Branches
cannot he said to be in active
operation, though Wairoa is show-
ing some signs of returning life.
However, the sustained enthusiasm
of a few is more effective than the
gpasmodie outbursts of a score or
so of its members with no solid
work between whiles.

Military Camps.—The Society
hos been represented at the Mifl-
tary Camps during the year. The
Venerable Archdeacon Ruddock
controlled one, and Canon Mayne a
second. Archdeacon Tisdale was.
in charge at Rotorna. The Defence
Department gives every possible
consideration, and affords great fa-
cilities for the holdine of these
camps. ‘The Department expressed
appreciation of the Society's ser-
vices in connection with the camps.

8. Oswald's Guild.—Branches of
thiz Guild have heen established at
S. Augustine’s, Napier, at 5. Mat-
thew’s, Hastings, and also at Gis-
borne. These Branches are active,
and the work sustained.

General Work.—The Council de-
sites to impress on all Brapches
the necessity there is for holding
more devotional meetings, and also
clagses {or Bible study and Church
History. If this means of adding
to the life of the
mere generally availed of a rich
hatrvest of blessing wowld assuredly
follow, : o

Soclety: were:

General Conference.— The Dio-
cese of Waiapu was represented at
the C.E.M.S. :Conference recently
held at Auckland by delegates from
all but two Branches. The occa-
sion was. inspiting, the debates
being spirited and earnest, whilst
the mass meeting in the Town Hall
was earnest and enthusiastic, and
putierously attended. :

Meetings of Council.—During the

year the Council held 8 meetings.
The number of attendances made

by each member is as follows .

Ven. Archdeacon Ruddock 7, Canon
Tuke 8, Rev. J. B. Brocklehurst 3,
S. E. McCarthy 7, J. P. Williatn-
son 3, T, D. Smith 4, W. J. Pallot
#. Dr. Tesswill 3, Captain Lake o,
W. H. Brabant 6.

Visit of Rev. Watts-Ditchfield.—
This Missioner will visit New Zea-
land in the . month of September.
It is to he regretted more time
could net have been allotted to
this Dominion. Many important
branches will not - be visited, only
some of the members of which will
be able to attend the services. The
rota at present lajid down for this
Diocese is—Hastings, 22nd, Septem-
ber, Sunday morning; Napier,
same day at 3 p.m., at S. Augus-
tine's ; ¥ p.m., at 8. John's Cathe-
dral, A men's meeting after ser-
vice. Roterna will be visited on
Tuesday, 24th.

Conclusion.—Whilst the
is mnable to record any very great
strides in aggressive work, vet
much nuiet work has been effec-
tivelv done, and the effect of our
organisstion in consolidating the
Chnrch workers must not be lost
sight of. If men federate in nrder
to gain material ends, why shonld
not Church workers do likewise for
soiritual ends 7 If a simple faith
in the Almighty, as well as a
healthv distrust of our own nn-
aided eflorts. be ioined with a fer-
vent humility, intensely buman,
and vet having in it some element
of the Divine. there can he but one
end to our united efforts, namely, a
rich harvest of sonls for God, and
wntold blessings for ourselves.

S. E. McCARTHY,
Chairman,

An impottant resolution was
moved by the Hastines Delepates,
rroviding for rdirect representation
of each Branch wupen the Couneil.
This wes cartied. . The resolution
is as follows -—

“That the Constitution of the
Diocesan ‘Council be amended. to

Couneil

_the Bishoo for presiding,

provide for direct. representation
of each Branch, The Council to
consist of, besides the three Clergy,
one Lay representative for each
Branch in the Diocese. The three
Clergy to be nominated by the
Branches, and elected by the Dele-
gates at the. annual Conference.
The Dioegsan Secretary shall be

elected by the Diocesan Council,

and shall not of mnecessity be a
member of the CTouncil. Fach
Branch shall elect its own Lay
members to the Council, and in
cases of distant Branches it shall
be permissible for them to nomi-
nate and elect a repreésentative
from a Branch nearer head guar-
ters, such member to have full
Delegate's powers, and be respon-
sible to the Branch. by whica he.
was elected,” o

It was agreed that the financial
yvear of the Society in the Diocese
should close on the 31st March in
each vear, apd the annual Confer-
ence be held in the month of May.

The levy of 1912-13 was fixed at
6d. per member. _ ‘

A resolution was passed urging
members of the C.E.M.S. to use
every endeavour to secire a better
observance of Good Friday, '

It was decided to recommend to
the Executive that the Dotninion
Conference - be held in the latter
part of January, in preference to
Easter. o

The following were elected mem-
bers of the Diocesan Counecil :—

Clergy : Ven, Archdeacon Rud-
dock, Rev, Canon C. T.. Tuke, Rev.
J. B, Brocklehurst.

Laity: T. Gill (Hastin-s}, B.
MeCutcheon (Taradale), S. E. Mec-
Carthy (Napier), Dr. Tosseill (Has-
tings}, 8. A, Vyner (Hastings), J.
P. Williamson (Napier), W. J. Pal-

ot (Wanier).

The election of Secretary was left
to the Diocesan Council, owing to
the fact that those nominated were
unable to accept the position.

The mesting expressed hearty ap-
preciation of the services rendered
to the Society Ly the retiring Sec-
retarv (Mr. Thonas), a

Votes of thanks were passed to
to the
Diocesan Council and Secretary for
past services, to the Vicar and
Vestry of S. John for the usé of
the schoolroom, and to the Scru-
tineers. _ _—

The Delegates, on hehalf of their
different Branches, expressed a
hearty welcome to the Bishop on
his retrra to the Diocese. i

The Bishop' closed the meeting
with prayer. R
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fdelanesian Mission,

This .Mission has received a
legacy of fsooo from the late Sis-
ter Flizabeth of Clewer (Elizabeth
Moreton), who was (according to.
the * Southern Cross Log'') . the

younger daughter of the Rev. Wil--
liam Moreton, of West Firle, Sus-.

sex, and the last of her name and
race,. which had held the Manor of.
Little . Morefon since the time of
King John. Owing to family ties,
she ‘had taken the warmest interest

from 1841 onwards in the Mission.

in New Zealand, and afterwards in

Meclanesia, and long ago, at the.
tiine of Bishop I’atterson's death,.
she made a large donation to the-

Mission, to which she has yearly
beén a bountiful subscriber. She
was one of ¢uite the earliest sisters
of the Clewer Society, and for
years was Mistress of Novices. Of
late, owing to her age (for she was
over 90 when the - call came), she
had lived and still worked at Tor-
quay ; and she maintained the live-
liest interest in people, books, and
Church work, and talked with al-
most unfailing memory and power.
Many of all classes valued her
friendship, and her generosity to
those in need was unfailing in its
shrewd kindliness, It was a joy to
her to know that she was able to
go on helping Melanesia when her
life’'s work had closed in. peace.

An anonymous gift of fL500 has
also been received by the Society
during the past month,

In Motalava,

(By Miss Florence Coombe.}
{ Continued )

The singing is lusty and anti-
phonal ; would that T could add
harmonjous ! But no—hardly har-
monious at present; at all eveuts
from the Furopean standpoint.
One might fancy an unwritten rule
to be followed by all, prohibiting
any two -consecutive verses, of
psalms or hymus, to be sung in
the same key. 7The precentor is
Aaron, one of the lesser chiefs, and
apparently experience has taught
him to begin - always, as it were,
up in the clouds, where only a
lark could soar. The highest notes
in that first verse are so high as to
be quite inaudible. But the con-
gregation gathers from that what
tune he has set his heart on, and
they chime jn as soon as it comes
within reasonable distance, and
promptly drag it down, say, e

minor < third: - After that—facile

© Avernus !—we drop about a semi-
tone a line until-we have sunk so:
low that the low notes can only he’

attained hy a hoarse growl. . Just
at that point, somewhere

which is gradually climbed up after

by all' the voices till we find our-.

selves safely returned, by the last
verse, mavybe, to somewhere hear
the starting note.

Never mind !

ing“of  the Magnificat.” Heaven

hears onlv what the heart uplifts..
We may believe that ‘what to the’

cutward sense sounds oftentimes
ear-splitting discords spring from a
pure intention, and that so, “in
Heaven, God listéning,” may judge
““ their song complete.” =~

Matins s ended. But the
“ Amen ¥ from the vestry has
scarcely sounded ; the standing con-
gregation is making the first move-
ment towards the exit — wjomen
first, according to the mission
custoinn — when 4 stentorian voice
from the back cries, ‘* All wait a
moment 1"

It is ther Big Chief who has
somewhat to say, and the people
meekly re-seat themselves.© He is
a striking figure,- with . his grey
beard and furrowed {features; his
dignified catriage .and raiment of
scarlet (singlet
What is the burden of his speech !

W To-day T go away from you. I
go in the boat to Valuva (a dis-
tant village). It may be I return
to-night, it may be not until to-
morrow. Howscever it be, T leave
meanwhile the peace of the village
in the keeping of you all.. Let
there be no dissensions, no bad re-
port awaiting my return. Should
any rucstion arise, are there nct
three fathers (the deacon and two
teachers) dwelling in our midst ?
To them he the matter referred.

The speech is short, for the Big
Chief is not a man of words. . But
he is a troe father of his people,
and when he speaks he is listened
to. The people trocp silently out,
and a morment later the school
bell summons all the village young-
sters to sit still for half an hour,
and he instructed in Secripture or
Cathechism, and. .otie or other of
the three R's.. -
~After this “fashion hepins and
ends each day. The old folk school
after Evensong, as the children
after Mating, . And the hours be-

among-
the woman aspires a kind of squeal,’

We all know the
Jegend of the monks and the sing-

cand loin-cloth).

tween fly by in'gardening, hoating,
fishing, copra-making, bag-weav-
ing, “the ‘manufacture of mnative
motiey, sewing, cooking, smoking,
feeding, chattering, dozing, playing

games. Upon Matalava, as upon
every other land on the earth's
surface, sorrow, sin, pain, and

death cast their shadows, but tak-
ing it all in all, it is a simple,
happy . family life - that is Iived
nowadays by the brown people in
this beautiful region. It was very
different in the old times of fear,
hatred, and revengé. And the key
to the contrast is visibly sym-
bolised by the Church and the
schopl-house.  The everyday life is
happy wheresoever, as ‘here, it is
“ sanctified throngh the word of
God and prayer.”

. ew Guinea ﬂbissjoﬁ. .

Miss Murray, who returned to
New Guinea in July, was one of
the eatliest lady workers in the
Mission, which she joined in 1806.
After seven years' waluable work,
during which she suffered much
from malarial fever, she was
obliged to resign in March, 1903,
and there scemed no likelihood of
her -being : able. to return to the.
Mission. But after nearly two
years' testing’ at Yarrahah Ahori-
ginal Mission, she is permitted by’
the doector to resume her work in
Papua. There she’ will find three
who were in harness when she
landed in 18¢6. Another has never
taken furlough {or the 13 years of
his service in the Mission, and the
five missionaries’ names of 1903
have become nineteen. ‘These facts
evidence the devotion of the staff,

and Miss Murray's return is in:
keeping with ' it. The response

drawn from the native.population -
shows the attractive wnower ~of
self-sacrifice, and the Bishop jour-.

-neys continually up and down the

coast confirming the ever-increasing
nutnber of baptised Christians. The

white settlers . are increasing in
numbers, and Churches are being
planned at Port Moreshy and

Samaral. At the former there are
now 4oo white residents, and' de-
velonments are very rapid, "~ Rev.
C. King's translation of S, Tuke's
Gospel in the language ‘of the once
savage {rites of the coast line néat
the German = boundary is heing
printed in Sydney. .
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“The Railway abission.

Since sending the last report,
‘there have ' been a ‘number of
changes here, and with regret one
has to chromicle the departure of
good friends and helpers. From
Motu we have lost Mr. and Mrs.
G. Little and family, who , were
always most regular attendants at
the services, in fact, never absent,
and in addition extended hospi-
tality in the kindest way to the
missioner when visiting Motu. Such
true-hearted helpers are hard to
replace, and we trust that their
future may be one of Dblessing and
prosperity.  Belore' leaving, they
kindly presented a nice Bible and
large copy of ' Hymns Ancient
and Modern ' for use at the Motu
services. :

The removal of the official head-
guatters of the Public Works De-
partment from Otoko to Gisborne
has also deprived the Railway Mis-
sion of several of its hest helpers
and supporters. We deplore ex-
ceedingly the loss of Mr. Arm-
strong, C.E., District Engineer,
who, with Mrs. Armstrong and
family, left at the beginning of the
year, With all the arduous duties
entailed by his official position, Mr.
Armstrong never ceased to display
real interest in every good and
useful public service. The school
and church workers know this
well, and all who visited Okoto
and the Railway District can tes-
tify to the unvarying kindness and
hospitality extended by our de-
parted friends. All along the line,
witheut exception, mnothing " but
what is pleasant and kind has been
said amonyg officers and men re-
garding the ‘*chief,” and your
missioner would add his grateful
thanks for the abundant kindness
always shown to him,

The members of the staff who
have left us also carry our good
wishes—Messrs Agar (prototed to
Wanganui), Stevens, and ‘Turner.
Mr. " Turper was responsible for
leading the musical portion of our
services, and always at his post,
it was a pleasure to all to have
such  beautiful music brightening
our gatherings. Mr. Stevens, a
most regular attendant and com-
municant, we miss greatly. Before
leaving, he generously presented a
beautifully made offertory bag for
use at the Railway Mission sex-
vices, Co :

To turn to the other side, it is a
pleasure to record that new helpers
are being provided, where the need
is so great as here, Mrs. Ross has
very indly taken the duty of or-
ganist at our services, and mever
been absent; we owe her many
thanks. . And for our growing Sun-
day-schools ' two helpers have at
last come forward to assist in this
all-important work — Miss Winnie
Carter at Rakauroa (who was the

first helper in the work), and Miss

Crowley at Otoko, and the great
improvement in the work ot the
Sunday-schools ,'is 1most marked,
enabling classes to be formed and
the elder children to obtain more
advanced teaching” Our grateful
thanks are due to these seli-deny-
ing lielpers, whose Sunday tramps,
over roads excessively bad in this
wintry weather, ate no slight un-
dertaking. We now want belpers
for Matawai and Motn, as it both
places the work is increasing, 113
children now attending. The ex-
tension of the railway to Rakauroa
is' a -.great hoon, improving the
conditions of living, and giving
hetter access to and  from the
various centres of work.

- The services at Otcko and Motu
are well attended, Matawai very
fair, but Rakaurca could he im-
proved on. Now .that winter is
fairly upon. us, the awful roads
militate against attendance very
much, the month of June being
marked by all wet Sundays. The
Sunday-school work is most en-
couraging. At Rakauroa, out of
34 children, 21 gnalified for atten-
dance prizes, and, the interest
taken by parents and children is
noticeable.  Your missioner de-
sires to" heartily thank all friends
who have extended kindness and
hespitality to the helpers and con-
tributors towards . the Sunday-
schools, and asks for the prayers
from all readers for our needy
work among the people here, who
are many of them -encountering
much hardship and inconvenience,
while assisting so largely in the de
velopment of the country. As one
of the officers remarked not very
long ago, ‘*We see and hear a
good deal of the work of those in
office, but how much is due to the
men, the real toilers 7' They and
their families are well deserving of
our help and sympathy, and among
them are some whose devotion and
kindness in humble life are heroic.

"J. W. ROBINSON,
Railway Miszioner.

Clerical fideeting.

A meeting of clergy in the
Hawke's - Bay Aschdeaconry was
heid in Napler on ‘Tuesday, August
13, when there was a good atten-
dance. There was a cmebration of
the Holy Cominunion at bt. Au-
gustine's Church at 1030 aum.,
after which a meeting was held in
the Schoolroom, 1t was an es-
pecial pleasure to have the presence
of Bishop Williams. . Papers by the
Rev. F. W. Martin and. by the
Archdeacon on ‘* Theosophy - were
read, and a valuanle and full dig-
cassion followed. After a short
service of Intercession, there was
an adjournment for lunch. In the
afternpon. the Rev, A, Williams
gave an account of the Maori
work in Hawke's Bay, with es-
pecial reference to the  Mormon
mifluence. The question of increas-
ing the circulation and usefulness
ot the ‘* Diocesan Gazette' was
also. considered.  The Rev. W. J,
vimkin, who was visiting Napier,
gave an account , of the introduc-
tion of the ' Gazette  as the inset
to his local magazine, which had
Jbroved useful, and had heen entirely
successful from g hnancial peoint of
view. The visit of Mr. Watts-
Ditchfield was also referted to in
connection, with the C.E.M.S., The
meeting concluded with the Bene-
diction by Bishop Williams, The
clergy were the guests of Canon
and Mrs. Tuke, whose kind hospi-
tality was much appreciated. o

The 1Rev, 3. E, Wlatts=
Ditchfield.

Arrangements. — Sat. 21st Sept,
—Arrive Hastings 6.44 p.m.; meet
C.E.M.S. men later. Sunday, 22—
Divine Service, Hastings, morning
afternoon meet C.E.M.S. men at
5. Augustjne’s School; evening,
Divine Service, Cathedral; after-
meeting for men. Tuesday, 24th—
Arrive Rotorua 5.30 p.m.; meet-
ing in evening ; leave Rotoruva 9.30
a'm. Wednesday.

The Rev. George N. N. Watson,
who has until recently been bene-
ficed in the Diocese of Tasmania,
has been added to the clerical staft
of the Diocese, and has been licensed
as assistant Curate at Wairoa. Mr.
Watson as a Layman worked under
the Bishop in Christchurch for
several years, and -we heartily
welcome him into this Diocese.
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The Clergy and Lalt.y are invited
to forward articles .and communica-
tions for insertion in the * Gazette.”
Such shoild deal with matters of
‘general interest, should be brief and
logical, . and 1eg1bly written upon
one side only of the paper. No
guarantee is given that unused
matter will be returned.

Subscriptions (2/6 per annum,
poat free) are payable in advance.
They may be paid to the Local
Clergy or sent direct to Archdeacon
D. Ruddock, Na,pmr, to whom salso,
all communications , of & business
nature should be 'addressed, and
chequés and postal notes made pay-
able.

As the Bishop is himself responsible
for the 'cost of publishing the

‘ Gtazette,”’ it is hoped that Church-
wen will promptly send -their sub-
scriptions, which need mot neces-
sarily be limited to the actual cost
(2/6 posted), With increased im-
come it will be possible to further
extend the usefulness of the paper.

Parochial news and all other maf-
ter for imsertion in a particular
issuwe must be received by °* The
Iiditor ‘ Walepu Church Gazette,”
Mapier,”” not later than the 18th of
the preceding month. - |

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

SKRPIEMBER, 1912,

Letter trom the WBishop.
My Dear People,—

It is a great joy to us to be
back again in the Diocese, and to
receive so inany tokens of hearty
and sincere welcome,

We desire Tirst of all to express
our thankfulness to Almighty God
for permitting us to accomplish the
purpose for which we went Homne,
and for bringing us back safely to
our family and many iriends in the
Diocese of Waiapu.

It gave us great pleasure to meet
all the Clergy of Hawke's Bay, and
some of the T,aity, at the various
stations hetween Woodville and
Napier, and to receive so cordial a
greeting at the station at Napier.

The Thanksgiving Service at the
Cathedral on the morning after our
arrival was much appreciated by
us, and was a happy endmg to our
holiday and, a happy beginning for
our renewed work. We are thank-
iul that so. many were able to take
patt in the service, and quite rea-
lise that many copld fot possibly

attend -at the hour when the setvice

‘was held.

‘Our journey back was o pleasant
one, in spite of the héat of the Red
Sea and the Monsoon, and the Sun-
day services on board whickh the
captain courteously allowed mie to
conduct were remarkably well at-
tended and much appreciated. The
passengers presented me with a
kindly worded address of thankful-
ness for  the saine Dbefore we felt
the Malwa -at Melbourne,

I am very grateful to my Coimn-
missaty, Archdeacon Willlams, for
the able way in which he has ad-
ministered the Diocese in my ab-
sence, to Archdeacon Ruddock for
so kindly and efficiently looking
after my private affairs, and to all
Clergy and Laity alike, who have
carried on the work of the Diocese.

I have fixed the mieeting of the
Diocesan Synod for Friday, Octoper
18th, when I hopeé to meet all the
Clergy and many of the represen-
tative Laity of the Diocese. As
my tune will be fully occupied till
the meeting of the Synod, I shall
not be able to visit many of the
Parishes at present, but I shouvld be
glad to know . as soon as possible
where Confirmations are reguired.

I am anxious to have a large
meeting in Napier at Synod time,
in support of the movement now
being definitely inaugurated to re-
introduce into the primary schools
the definite acknowledgment of
Almighty God and religious teach-
ing. T shall look to the Church
people of the Diocese ‘to take a
deep, earnest, and practical interest
in this most important subject, so
that we in, New Zealand may in due
course follow the noble example re-
cently set by Queensland, and by
referendum demand that our chil-
dren shall be taught the greatest
of all sciences, viz., the science of
God. New Zealand's great oppor-
tunity is coming. If we are only
in éarnest, we are bound to suc-
ceed. It is high time for many of
us to awake out of slegp and to
throw more energy and zeal into
the work of Christ aud His Church.

I would again ask for the com-
tinuance of your prayers on my
behali—that I may be endued with
wisdom from on  High, with
strength and courage to guide and
serve this Diocese which God has
called me to oversee, ,

Believe e, :
Your Sincere ¥riend and Bishop,
A, W. WAIAPU.

- yet

Chist Sapernatural et
Matuval,

Jesus- Christ, as the Church pre-
sents Him to us, is a supernatural
person. Because He is this, men
believe in Him : beactuse He i this,
men reject Him. It is, sotte say,
unnatural to be supermatural. Na-
ture; we most of us believe, is a
voice of God. Is, then, that voice’
for Christ or agamst Him ?

Let us fitst clear our ground a
little. There are scmic who deny
that mnature gives evidence for g
God. Mind, they say, is only or-
gatised matter: nature witnesses
only to a foree that works by con-
stant Jlaws, Nature reveals mno
mind, no purpose, no héing behind
itself.

The atheist (if there is one) and
the agnostic hold that if Christ is
supernatural He is unintelligible—
outside, in fact, the ‘‘ mnature™
that he himseu sees, But then his
“nature ” shuts out ‘important
facts : he refuses to beliéve in niind
at all as Something else than mrat-
ter. Modern sciénce has modified
the old-fashioned proofs of purpose
in nature, but has not taken out of
nature the argumnent for mind nor
the witness that the beaaty in na-
ture bears to a spiritual Being be-
hind nature Who ~knows. what
beauty is.

Again, conscience withesses to a
superhuman law of right and to
some Iree will in man, without
which no moral duty has a claim
on him.

Again, the mind and righteous-
néss revealed in nature witness to
a person, without which the words
themselves are meaningléss, What,
then, is the witness of nature to a
supernatural Christ ? , Nature is
orderly and ome; it is also pro-
gressive—fron animal Yfe to ra-
tional life. This development re-
veals God. Christians believe that
this evolution reaclhied a climax in
Christ. Inorganic nature witnesses
to God's vast unchangeable power
and wisdom ; organic nature to
His 1life: human nature gives
glimpses of His mind and charac-
ter; Christ confirms .and com-
pletes all by showing ws His divine
character and love. A Christ,
then, inconsistent with nature
man's reason could have found no

‘place for: but if, while surpassing

nature apart from Himself, He is
in  harmoeny .with it, how
should experience reject Hlm ?
But . some one may ask, How
does Christ complete a world
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othérwise imperfect ? I goodness,
love, righteousness reveal God bet-
‘ter than motion of stars or life of
‘plants, then without Christ the
world is - a fragment: we want
some further witness than nature
‘without Him gives us. II charac-
ter and personality are God's best
‘image, then we dre in measure pre-,
‘pared for the incarnation.

‘Clirist, then is nature's crown:
e is, thercfore in a deep sense,
natural : both in Him and, partly
seen, partly hidden, in nature are
spititual realities which are akin.
‘But is He abiove hature ? That de-
penids on what we niean by nature.
Each new advance of life in nature
appears supernataral when viewed
from below. Moral life is super-
natural when viewed irom the
stage of physical life. "So Christ is
supernatural compared with inere
man., The same force is at woik
all through, for the force of all
things is God: only God is re-
vealed by degrees, and at last, in
the highest degree, in Christ.

But the work of Christ is not
only to complete, but to redeem.
If we helieve that God is good and
that man has sinned, the thought
of a redeemer is natural. Sin is
not natural: it is the rebellion of
free wills; it is Jawlessness — a
taint in our nature. The more
clearly we see this, the more readily
shall we Dbelieve in a redeetner,

Nor let us forget that by over-
close devotion of mind to other
channels of thought we may find
atrophied and wasted the faculties
that we cease to use. Literary
study, business, athletics, pleasure
may be so indulged in as to stunt
the moral powers: Christ may
seem unreal and far away. But a
sense of sin, the desire for righteons-
ness, the sense of God and of eter-
nity, bring Christ near again. So,
too, can sorrow or soclal entho-
siasm, a sense ol life's wvanities, or
the death of some one beloved. It
is He alone Whom we then find
able to cure human ills. Christ,
then, by surpassing  nature is su-
pernatural ; but He is natural as
needed to meet men's yearnings
and restore nature’s order.

‘fo this conclusion there are three)
possible objections. Men may say :
How is it, then, that Christ's wiork
has been opposed to nature? It is
because ‘' nature” . has been used
in'two senses : {irst, as the ordered
wotld ; secondly, as disordered hu-
man society. The best Christian
teaching has always taught that
nature and grace, creation and re-

.moral discipline.

demption, .are one.” 5. Paul apd 8. .
John  both taught that Creator
and Redeemer are one. Christ is
the maker, the sustainer, the .goal
of the world, By His incarnation
He planted 4 new kingdom of grace
in tne old kingdom of nature. The

Greek Fathers who developed this

thought tanght that Glod's work:in
nature and in grace was one. God
is in nature. He is- similarly,
though more intensely, in Christ.
They evén found joy in nature -be-
cause it revealed . the same God
who was revealed in Christ. Every-
where, they held, was order and
Jaw. HEven modern science, with
its clearer view ol details, does wot

‘liold the principle of order more

strongly that those early-Christian
teachers. They also taught that
the coming of God in the flesh
gathered into one all God's earlier
working. - Greek philosophy and
Jewisyh law had heen a prepara-
tion for it. We only carry their
ideas further when we believe that
the religion of Christ supersedes all
other religions, because it includes
the elements of truth that each
contains.

A second objection to our argu-
ment is made on the score of
miracles. Miracles, it is said, are
a violation of law, and so are con-
trary to order. Fach miracle, of
coutse, must be judged by its own
evidence ; but if we once. admit
man's sin and also Gad's will in
nature working for moral ends; if
we admit that God is a redeemer
and that man needs a redeemer,
we at least make miracle credible
and rational. For a miracle is an
event in physical mnature that
makes plain God's working for
a moral end. It is .a “sign?”
that man sees, a ‘‘sign” of
personal will, God breaks into
the common order to teach men
the true character of the order
which they see. God thus protests
against man's blindness to Him-
self. B )

We must, of course, apply tests
to miracles ; we do not see God in
mere portents, or in unworthy
tiracles, or in such as are against
But the miracles
that Christ wrought are not such
as these, Indeed, the incarnate
Yon of God could not but be
miraculons. Nature is a progres-
sive order: it admits of new de-
partures, sudden rises of level, new
phenomena, When life first ap--
peared, when rational life first ap-
peared, ‘‘the future did neot re-
semble the past.” Christ, we be-
lieve, is a new nature: He will

therelore .show forth -new pheno-
mena. A new. nature: works in
Him with a tew power.  In His
‘tase miracles appear natural: they
are redemptive. acts, object-lessuns
of mercy and judgment. His words
and His works ate one, as hody
and soul are one. Withoul them
it'is hard to see lhow He could
have revealed Himself. Without
the resurrcction, His death -would
have been an obstacle to faith in
Him, o

But men may then say: Yes, hut
your Christ is no pertnanent “part
of nature, as organic life is. He is
alone and isolated :" we cannot he-
licve in an isolated Christ. It is
true that we lock back to Christ;
but mordl and mentdl ‘progress is
never a gradudl, continued, upward
rise, In history gemiusés have no
worthy successors.. Hven if He
were but man, Jesus Christ re-
mains isolated, And if He be God
incarnate, HHe must be isolated.
There can be no second like Him,
But He can give a share of life to
men, and He has done so. We be-
lieve 'that, when His work is .com-
plete, He will be no longer iso-
lated : He will be the Head of 4
redeetned humanity., The ‘truth is -
that the history of man is but.a
first volume : it.calls for a second,
The second volume is Christ. In
Him the whole is intelligible. But
a third is still to come—" the one
far-off divine cvent to which the
whole creation moves.!! — Bishop |
Gore. '

The Church in Danger, ot the
General Synod and the
Constitutton,

4 Pamphlet by the Ven. Avrchdeacon -
Richards, M.A.

We published in the July number
of the ‘ Gazette™ an article on
“ The Anglican Church in Austra-
5ia,” showing the present position
of the state of aflairs in Awstralia
in connection with the movement
to assert the. power of the Church
in Australia to be entirely indepen-
dent of the Church Courts in the
Motherland. :

" The question has aroused comn-
siderable interest - in the Home
Land. There appears to be little
doubt, frem the opinions expressed
by the learned lawyers -who have
been - consnlted,  that . while the
Chureh clearly has power to -alter
its Constitution, it would run
seriovs risk of being deprived -of the
benefit of much of its existing pro-
perty by so doing. A leading.
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- English Church paper boldly advo-
catés the risk Dbeing taken. The
result, no doubt, would be sitnilar
to that experienced by the Free
Church of Scotland. 1t faced the
legal result,” and the property in

Cdispute  was re-settled by Act of

Parliament in the sense. that,
ample provision being made for the

- ‘minority, ‘the bulk of the endow-
‘ments and the fabrics devolved on
" those to whom in cotmmon sense
they helong.

. We do .not agree with this con-
tentiom,. heing of opinion that a
_way. can be found, if there be any-
thing approaching general agree-
ment, by which the matter might
be settled through recourse to Par-
liament without endangering schism
in. the Church,

“With regard to the Church of this
Province of New Zealand, we are
concerned with a somewhat similar
guestion at the present time. ‘The
Bishop of Christchurch, at the last
General Synod, moved to rescind
Clause 6 of the Constitution, which
is as follows :—

““The above Provisions shall Le
deemed Fundamental, and it shall
not bhe within the power of the
General Synotl, or of any Diocesan
Synod, to alter, revoke, add to, or
diminish any of the same."

The motion was lost on the votes
of the Clergy, the voting- being :
Ayes—Bishops 5, Clergy 9, Laity
11.  Noes—Bishops 1, Clergy 11,
Laity 9.

The whole subject needs the
closest study and attention of the
Church, and Archdeacon Richards
has done good service in putting
the case very clearly in the pamph-
let which he has published. The
price is 1/-, and the book may be
obtained from Messrs. Ch~dwick,
of Napier, or of the publishers,
Messts, Upton, of Auckland.

We hope to deal more fully with
the question in a later issue of the
“ Gazette ’*; meanwhile no one
who carefully reads the pamphlet
can fail to be made acquainted
with the facts . of the case, which
are clearly set forth. Bishop Wil-
liams, in a short preface to the
- pamphlet, states, * The compiler
of this pamphlet will ‘have done
good service if what he has written
should have the effect of:correcting
gome cutrent misconceptions reé-
garding the framing of our Church
Constitution and the powers of the
Géneral Symod.” c

~ Return ot the fHBishop. ‘

The Bishop and Mrs. Averill re-
turned from their . visit to the
Homeland on Monday, the 26th
August. A most cordial greeting
was given to them. The Bishop
travelled by train [rom Auckland,
and at every station on the line
fromw Woodville, the first District
in his Diocese, to Napier, clergy
and others gathered to meet and
welcome him, At Napier, besides
the local clergy, a goodly number of
Church officers and members of the
C.E.M.S. were on the platform
awaiting the arrival of the train.
The Bishop and Mrs. Averill are
both much henefited in health by
their visit to the Old Country.

On the following morning a ser-
vice of the Holy Communion was
held at the Cathedral, at which
the Bishop was celebrant, and
many of those who were present at
the service held just Defore ‘the
Bishop's departure six months ago
were able to join in the service of
thanksgiving for his safe return to
the Diocese over which he has been
called to preside. :

‘Bishop’s chaplain,

‘service,

Bay of .]pléntg Maori Mission

The eighth mission in this dis-
trict was held by the Mission
Chaplain, "the Rev. F. A. Bennett,
at Maketi, cominencing on July
28th and ending on August Ist.
This place has a somewhat unique
history in these parts, as the
landing place of the Arawa canoe,
and also as a mission station in
the early days, being occupied by
a-European missionary up to 1896,
firstly by the late Rev. Thomas
Chapman, then by the late Rev.
5. M. Spencer, and lastly by my-
self. Singularly . emough, the
the missioner,
was a Maketu boy. When'I went
there in the early eighties he at-
tended my Sunday school in the
same Church in which . we com-
menced our mission, We did not
anticipate that we should have

large congregations, as the natives

have partly left Maketu for Roto-
rua, Rotoiti, and Pukehino. Never-
theless, we had a fairly good at-
tendance. Over 20 partook of the
Hoely Communion at the opening
A choir, lately * formed,
was of great assistance in giving
us some good hearty hymns. - We
were also helped by ten or more of
our Tapuika friends from Te Puke,

where we held our last mission,
This has generally taken place in
most of the missions . held here,
though we have taken no part in
asking them to attend.  After
Sunday the attendance decreased
somewhat, but on the last night
over thirty stood up to testily of
their faith in the Living Saviour,
and several adult baptismms and
marriages linmediately took place.
We were more than thankful to
God for these tokens of His bles-
sing. On Thursday the clergy, ac-
companied by some of -the leading
men from Maketu, proceeded to Te
Puke to place the memorial stone
in the mew Church. The Rev. J.
Hobbs, the zealous vicar of Te
Puke, gave the address, which was
interpreted by Mr., Bennett, and
was greatly enjoyed by the large
number - of Maoris attending, I
placed thé stone in position. The
collection taken up amounted to
£5 5/~ In the evening the mis-
sioner and clergy Thad another
migsion rally. With our friends the
Tapuikas.  Another thirty stood
up and confessed Christ, making in
all in this place over ninety, which
is so far the record in these parts.
The npatives assembled gave the
missioner and clergy a hearty fare-
well, and also extended to them an
invitation to attend the opening of
the new Church. .

Rible in State Schools,

Opening of the Campaign.—Canon
Garland’s Work,

A meeting of delegates represen-
tative of the various organisations
concerned in the Bible-in-Schools
movement, was held at Christ's
College on August 24th. The
Primate (Dr. Nevill) presided,
and wss  supported . by the
Rev. G. Lindsay, of Dunedin,
Moderator of the Presbytetrian As-
sembly of New Zealand. Apologies
were received from the Commis-
sioner of the Salvation Army, and
the Rev. R. E. Davies, of EKnox
Church, Dunedin.

The Rev. J. Mackenzie reported
the proceedings in relation to the

appointment of Canon Garland as

Organising ' Secretary, upon which
the following resolution was passed,
on the motion of the Rev. G,
Lindsay and the Rev. C. H. TLaws:
“That this Executive welcomes
the Rev. Canon Garland, late Or-
ganising Secretary of the Bible-in-
Schools ILeague, Queensland, to
the same position in New Zealand,
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pledges itseli to loyally support
bim as leader of the movement in
the Dominion, and calls upon the
followers -of the ILeague to work
enthugiastically under his direction
for ‘the attainment of religious in-
struction in State schools on the
hasis which prevails in New South
Wales, Tastania, West Australia,
Norfolk Island, and Queensland.”
The draft constitution for the
formation of the League was then
considered in detail and agreed
upon, and a permanent Hxecutive
appointed thereunder, consisting. of
the Primate (as president), the
Moderator, the President of the
Methodist Conference, the Commis-
sioner of the Salvation Army, the
Bishop of Christchurch, and the
Rev. Dr. Gibb, of Wellington (as
vice-presidents) ; Mr:. J. G. W.
Aitken, of Wellington (as treas-
urer), and the following as ordin-
ary members: — The Bishops of
Auckland, Waiapu, Wellington, and
Nelson, the chairmen of the Metho-

dist districts, the Revs. S. I. Jolly,.

R. L. Davies, J, Mackenzie, T.
Tait, Dean Harper, Canon Carring-
ton, H, D. Burton, Dean Fitchett,
S, Lawry, Archdeacons Willis, Har-
per, Ruddcck, and Grace, Brlmadler
Gist, and Messts S. Bullock.
Upham, R. Malcolm, 1. Holland
{(Mayor of Christchurch), and a
nuthber of others, subject to their
consent.

Canon. Garland sibmitted to the

Executive a plan of campaien and

policy to be pursued, which were
unanimously - approved, and uvnon
which it was finally resolved that

the policy of the League should be.
the obtaining of a referendum on a:

question embodying the system of
religions  instruction existinoe in
New South Wales, Tasmania, West
Anstralia, Norlolk Island. ard
Cueensiand. Mr, J. G. W. Aitken,
the treasurer, submitted a scheme
for raising the necess»rv funds ‘to
pursue the campaign, and it wes
unanimously agreed to. All rre-

sent nledped themselves to . assist -

in this direction, the gpinion lLeing

expressed that there would he no-

lack of liberality on the part of the
peovle of New Zealand interested
in the movement.—" Press,” Christ-
church. . ' :

—at

Biocesan Paper. .

The iollowing sums have been rTe-
ceived —Rev., M.- Cockerill. 7/6, Miss
Elwinh 2/6, Crerar
Rev. I'. Whibley £1, C. Il Palmer
2/68, Miss Valpy 2/6, Miss Dicken
2/6;, 8. A, Vyner 2/6, Rew. H.
Robjohns, 2/6, (. G. Bridges 2/6, 5.

J. H.-

and Co. 15/-,

El Aist of ﬂltexpenstve :BOO'%B.

o "' VI—PRAYER BOOK.,
-James Adderley

Prayer Book Teaching.-

A History of the Book of Common Pra.ver

Maude

The First Pi';.ver Book “of Edward VI

The Second Prayer Book of Edward

The Prayer Book. & C. Wickham, D.D.
The Church Catechism. E. C. Wickham, DD

G. P. Trevelyan
2nd yea,r’s Course:

Outlines for Catechistis.

LR

'l‘revelya.n

Notes for One Y.\'e-a.r g Sunday School Lessons Serles

V. Canon Wilson, D. ).

VIL. —~COMPARA’I‘I VE RDLIG—IONS
G. M. Grant, D. D.

Teligions, Ancient and Modern (The. Great Rehgmm
including :—

The Rehgmns of the World,

of the Human Race),
Animism. Bdward- Clodd -
Pantheism.

The Religtons of Ancient China.
The Religions of Ancient -Greece,
Islam in India. T. W. Arnold

Magic and Fetishism. A, C. Hazd(i-(;n
Prof.

The Religion of Ancient Kgypt.
Petrie, F.R.S.:

The Religion of B&hylon1a amt Assyrla

. Pinches

Buddhism. Prof. T, W. Rhys Davids.

Hinduism, Dr. L, D Barnett.
Scandinavian Religion.
Celtic. Religion. - Prof, Anwyl...
Mythol
Squire -
Judadsm.
Religion of Ancient Persia,
Jackson
Primitive or. N1cene bhrmtmmty
land Black, LLD
Shintoism, ...
Mediaeval bhrlstlamty e
The Rehglon of Ancient lta,ly

Isreel Abrahams ...

James Allanson Picton ...
Islam, Syed Ameer Ali, M.A., C.LE.. ..
Professor

W1111am A (‘ra,lg'le N ”
ogy of Anciént Britain and

Prof.
"John Suther-

- Wells Gardner 1/—

'J I-f . ;
-Rivingtons., 1/-
1519 | Parker & Co, 1/-
VI 1552 ‘ ", .
Rivingtons. 1/- -
i 1/"
ver e Lowghurst. 1/:
G. P. o o
n . 1/:" . .
S.P.c.n.", /-

A. & C.. Black 6d.
Archibald
(Constable & Co.

sa - 1/-
V2

e s /-
(Giles o 1/- -
Jane Harrison byt 1/~
. e T VO
F.R.S. R S
Flinders . e
" . o 1/"'

i/-
1/~ each
’ ) 1/-
Ve
/-
N 1/-
_— I VAT
8 S
B VN
v 1/~
o 1/-

1r

¥

" Theophilus
"Vols .. N
Ireland. Chalziés

ALV "Wiiiiaﬁlé

Qatham 2/6 W. T. Irvine 5/-, Mrs,

Corbin 976, Rev, J, A. McNickle’
2/6, M. ¢. 'orpell 2/6, L. Gibbons
5/-, Mrs. Alexander 2/6, per J. W.

Rohinson 15/-, H. .J. Tobin 5/-, W.
Lucas 2/6, Rev. A. Willilams 5/-,
Rev. A. bIa,rke £2 §5/-,
Meyer 14/6, per Rev.-H. P. Cowx
3/6, E. .. Rich 2/6, Mrs, Doar 5/-
Holy Trinity (Gisborne) £3 3/-,

T. Rawnsley 2,6, mrs, Sefton 2/6,
Canon Tuke £4, G. T. Chisnall, 2/6,
Rev. . W. Davidson £2 2/-, Mr
Fiecken 2/(), MISS T8, Davis 2/6, J.
Bell £5, [

CHRISTCHURCH.

Bible-in-Schools.—Canon Garland
is to open his.campaign in Christ-
church on August 22nd, Thereis a
good -deal of misunderstanding in
respect of the New South Wales
system, and .as a
much enthusiasm .as there will be

TMews 'from Other Dioceses.

‘when Canon Garland has explained

the double platiorm and  the-atti-
tudes of the various denominations
to the problem. _
C.E.M.S.—The visit of the Rev:
J. E. Watts-Ditehfield is drawing
closer. Prayer has created in meny

Rev, T. A"

.of -all- his

result not as

_gouth side of the Church.

of us the conviction - that he is
coming with a message from God
to each of us and to thé C.E.M, 5.
We are to have a. conference. on
Saturday alternoon, September 7,
corporate Comimunion on’ Sunday
merning, and massed meetmg in’
the theatre on Swunday afternoon,
fo'lowed by conversational with
C.E.M.S. On Monday morning a
conference with ihe clergy will be
held. It is a pity that, as in the
case of Mr, Woolcombe, Mr. Watts-
Ditchfeld's visit is-to Le so short..

Your Bishop's Return.—TI dare to:
send a welcome home to your
Bishoo and Mrs. Averill on behalf
many friends in - this
Diocese, also to congratulate the’
BJIs)hop on his havmrr been given lus
.

p,arocbl'ial‘ Rews:

S. Augustine’s, Napier.
Viear: Rev. Canon Tuke.
Curate : Rev. C. L, Wilson. .
The Vestry has issued an appeal to
all our Church families in-the Parish
on hehall of -a:new. aisle on the-
1t only .
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Yeinaifils for each member to make
the matter a subject of very earnest
prayer. If that is done, there will
be no doubt as to the ijssue.. Our

people have réesponded with alacrity,

and offered . themselves willingly,
when other appeals hayve been made,
and now that an extension of the
Church is needed, we have every hope
that each one will respond accord-
ing as God has blessed him.

The Tlower Show is udvertised for
Wednesday and Thursday, September
11th and 12th. Good support is
asked for from all who have gardens,
and from others, by attending the
Show on one of the days. As the
Schoolroom is now larger, we shall
"have plenty of accommodation for
afternoon tea without a tent. The
Women'’s Guild will kindly dispense

it, und Mr. W, C. Yates will be with.

us to stage the exhiliits. Music will
be supplied by the Napier Mandolin
and Banjo Pand, We want to see
all our people patronise the Show,
the proceeds
wards the cost of the new aisle of
the Chureh,

We warmly congratulate the Choir
upun getting an hohourable place in
the competitions, With so many
young singers who had never faced
a eritical judge and public before,
Mr, Harston could not but have been
well pleased at their really good
performance. It was some reward
for his pa‘nstaking efforis. The
public seem quite satisfied that the
Choir gave the best rendering of the
anthem and hymn, The judge, how-
ever, thought differently, and we
have to how to his decision,

The Women's Guild held a very en-
joyable social lasl week. It was
largely attended, but the bitter night
no doubt kept some away. The
Church Building Fund will receive a
pound or two from the proceeds,
thanks to the DPresident . and her
zealous assistanls,

The annual meeting of the C.K.M.5.
on ‘the 28th should be a very good

assembly of delegates and other
G M.S8. men from the wvarious
hranches, and some interesting de-
bates will no doubt result., We hope

that all the town members will roll
up in force and show their integest
in the work.

Confrmation classes will be held
next momth. All ‘parishioners, mar-
ried or s'ngle, who have not yet
been confirmed should send their
names in to the Viear at the earliest
moment. Parents with girls or lads
over 14 should enccurage them to
think seriously over this golemn
matter, :

The 8. Oswald's Guild inecludes
many promising cricketers. TDuring
the cold winter nights some great
games have been played in the big
schoolroom with. .a  tennis-ball.
Others are good at guoits and relay
races, €tc.

The Vicar wishes to thank those
subseribers who have Sent their sub-
seriptions -in for the Church paper.
The Treasurer {(Arc¢hdeacon Ruddock)
has now been paid in full £15 for
‘the year ending .Jume 30, 1911, hut

of which will go. to--

. the Viear is still. £6 10/- out of
" pocket for the ‘' Dawn of Day,’”” and

the cost of the cover and binding.

We had the pleasure of meeting.

several of the e¢lergy at a clerical
méeeting here this month, and Bishop
Williams kindly came to- beé with: us.

The Viear ol Wairoa gave us a
visit last Sunday, and preached an
excellent sermon to a very large
congregation. ’ )
- Mrs. Conroy-Heg has much sym-
pathy in the loss of Mr. Heg, who
bore his malady {(cancer) with much
fortitude and resignation.

BAPTISMS.

i Suffer Gbtle Children lo come unto Me.”

Jack Stephen knibb. )

John Henry Barrington Shield,

James Telford Struthers.

Eila Pavitt, . .

Tuileie Dorothy Gwendoline Gallaher

Frederick Leo Sullivan.

Williamr: Morris Hooper. ,

] MARRIAGES.
1« Heirs together of the Grace of Life.”
James Charles Foreman to Mary
Jane McCurdy., .

James Baird Young to Catherine
Louige Coster. :
Arthur Aflbert
Anderson. :
Oswald Langham Tucker to Tmily

Rlizabeth McCarthy.
Elias Chegwidden teo Lilian May

Goodger.
BURIALS.

“ Rlossed ave the decd which die in the Lovd.’

Hila Pavitt, 4 days.
Richard Henry Reg, 60 years.

Sinclair to Gladys

S. Andrew’s Port Napier,
Vicar ;- Rev. 0. Dean. .

A Parigh gocial end concert was
held om August 3Uth, some really ex-
cellent items being given, which were
received - with the heartiest signs of
approval ;; but perhaps the most in-
tereseing event of all was a series
of presentations to four of our best
Churchk workers, who, alas! are
leaving the district: To Captain
Lake (Minister's Warden) was given
a handsoine volume of beautiful New
Zealand views ; Mr. Exlgeley
(People’'s Warden), was the recipient
of u fine three-volume édition of
Shakespeare ; Mrs. Edgeley, owing
to the fact that in some very special
ways she has besn s helper in the
work of the Church., was presented
with a superior hound copy of
 Hymns Ancient and Modern,”’
whilst to Mr. R. H. Tlorance, who
hag been doing . excellent work as
Choirmaster, was given a splendidly
tound Prayer and Tune Book com-
bined. ) ,

The several presentations were
made by the Vicar, Rev, Oliver
TDean, who in glowing terms spoké of
the good work done by the recipients
and deplored the loss the Parish
sustained by their departure. New
Zealanders are a migratory people ;

they are ofter on the move, but this

is very specially so at the Port, and
constitutes one of our chief difficul-
ties, ‘* Here we have no eontinuing
city '* iz a text that fitly describes
~the people of 8. Andrew’s District.

_cheon ; Auditor, Mr. H. Bull.

The arnual ieetiflg. wa§ Held in
the Schoolroom on' Tuesday, August:
27th, - The balahce-sheet showed: a
amall credit balance: . The Wardens'
for the ensuing. year are :.Messrs H.
Handley arnd ¥. Smith., The follow-
ing were also eleclted as members of
the Vestry : — Messrs Speight, List,
and. Kemasley. A resolution was
passed expressing satisfaction. at the

‘good work done by Messrs Holt an

Sons .in the new
shore.”

Church at ‘\West-

Taradale.
Viear : Rev. 4. P. Clarke.
Lay Reader : Mr MeCutcheon.,

The annual meeting of Parishioners
was held on Wednesday, 24th July,
and was very well attended. The're-
port and balance-sheet revealed =a
balance of about £11, and the ac-
complishment of useful necessary
work, In hig address the Vicar ap-
pealed forr a better attendance at the
variousg - services. and classes, and’
stuted that the communicants* roll
had reached the highest number. in
the history of the ‘Parigh.. He also
relerred to the likelihood .of the
Purish being divided at an -early
date. He grateiuily acknowledged
many kindnesses shown him by Pa-
rishioners, and the good work done
by many fellow-workers in the
Parish., The following Churchwar-
deng and Vestrymen were appointed :
A, H. Burr, Minister’s Warden ; 8,
R. Wood, People’s Warden ; Vestry-
nmien, Messrs J. Bicknell, G. Harp-
ham, J. Langley, 8. Harris, H,
Harris, J. H. Rundle, W. Pdinton,
H. P. Kay, J. Thomson, 0. McCut-
Dur-
ing the evening an anthem by . the
Choir, and other musical items by

Mrs. Thomson, Misses Chadwick,
Clarke, Langley, McCutcheon, May
McCutcheon, and Mr. 8. R. Wood,

were very well rendered,

Al a subseguent meeting of the
Vegtry, it was decided to canvas the
Parish, Archdeacon Ruddock having
kindly proinised to assigt, with a
view to a division béing made. At
the same meeting it was decided to
purchase a new piano for the Parish
hall, and hearty appreciation of Miss
Chadwick & offer to get up a course
of concerts for the same was ex-
pressed.

Our annual mdissionary sale will he
held in the Parish hall on Wednes-
day, 18th September. The time be-
ing short, no doubt Parighioners
will quicken their efforts to¢ ‘make it
a success, The aitthorities will he
glad to receive contributions for the.
following stalls :—Fancy, Plain, Pro-
duce, Sweet, Reiresbment, ¥lower,
and for the Christmas Tree.

One of the very popular socials of
the G.¥.8. was held on the 6th
August, when those present emjoyed
themselves immensely. )

Mr. and Mrs. Kinross White have
kindly supplied a long-felt want by
presenting a Communion set to St.
Michael’s, Puketapu, whilst three
kind lady donors have between them
accounted for the following gifrs for
ANl Saints’, Taradale : — An organ
lamp, a .set of . hagkmarkers, and;
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several prayer a,nd hymn hooks for
the use of the congregation.

We regret to have to record the
death of two well-known Parishion-
erd, Mrs, Hill, relict of the late
Capla’n Hill, passed peacefully away
afler a short illness at her son’s
residetice, Fernhill, Al Puketapu,
Mrs., Smale died suddenly on Satur-
day, 10th August. She had lived at
Pukeétapu for many years.

S, Luke’s, Havelock North,
Vicar : Rev. J. A. Lush, B. 4,
.The annual Farish meeting was
held on Tuesday, July 30, in the
schoolroom, and was well attended.
Reports were read from different
hranch:s of Church work, as well as
from the Vicar. In presenting the
halance - sheet © for 1911 -12 the
Peaple’'s Warder pointed out that
£127 2/9 was spent in extraordinary
expenditure, and weuld not recur for
some years. 'fhe receipts from all
sources for ihe whole IParish amount-
ed to L£75Y, and disbursements to
L£724, leavinp; a credit balancs of
£35 at ihe Bank.

The Vicar appointed Mr. R. (Gar-
diner to be his Warden, and the
following were elected for other of-
fices :—People’s Warden, Mr. $. H.
Guart'ey ; Vestryimen, Messss - Cou-
per, Eitzroy, Roberts, Tlush, Smart,
Tanner, Weaver; and from Clive,
Messrs Camphell and Cushing.

A 'scheme for a Parish magazine,
ineluding a gazette, a periodical,
and a printed cover, was put before
the meeting, and unanimously agreed
to.

Pew rents were discussed, and after
a very useful discussion a large ma-
Jority express:d themselves in luvour
of free seats.

The scheme for Church enlargement
in wood was put before the meeting.
After a lengthy discussion, it was
agreed that a Building Committee
he appointed, consisting of represen-
tatives of the Vestry and Messrs B.
Chambers and (., HKllison. The
meeting closed with the Grace.

Since the general meeting the
Buildiny Committee has . met, has
avproved a plan for enlargement in
permanent material, and submitted
it to the Vestry, which has unani-
mously agreed to it. Circulars have
been sent out, and it is hoped that
with the help of a meetine of the
congregalion ‘on August 26, there
will be an excellent response, Con-
siderably over £1500 must be raised.

Mothers’ Union.—On thursday Mrs.
Lewis. of Hastings, read a very in-
teresting amd debatable paper on
‘“ The Relation of Women’s Work to
Heme Life.”” Meetings for Septem-
ber on the 5th in Church, and on the
19th in the schoolroom..

M:ssionary Working Party.—Next
meeting will be on Wednesday, Sep-
tomber 4th, instead of Tuesday, at
Mrs. Fitzroy's house, There is
room and scope for more memhers,
Missionary  intercession, Sunday,
Septemhber 22.

(. I2.M.8.—~Next meetmg "T'uesday,
Septemher 3, at the Viearage. Mem-

hers are reminded that the Rev.
Watts-Ditchfield will be the preacher
at 8. Matthew’'s, Hastings, on bep—
tember 21st, at 11.

We give our very best wmhes to
the Councillors of Havelock who
have lately heen elecled, and trust
they will have a period of real use-
ful service. -

We are all glad to hear that both
Mrs, Read amd Mrs. Harry Ridgway,
who have been laid up for a consid-
erable time, are much better.

B, MARK'S, CLAvIE.

On August 7th an At Home was
herd in the Vviliage Hall in the atter-
noon. A few volces were unear.hed.
The Viear very briefly explained the
vonstitution. of the Church in New
Yealand, and the mmportance. of the
annual meeting. We are very much
mdepted for the help received from
~Napler, either irom ihe Rev, Canon
Tuke and Rev. C. L. Wilson, or from
the ven. Archdeacon Ruddock,

The thoughts of Clive people are
often wath Mr, and Mrs, Bateman.
Mr. Bateman . is indeed a veteran
sulferer, and we should like him to
know that his pat.ence has been a
lesson to many of us.

The Vicar would like to meet those

whe are thimking about Conlirmna-
tion, .
Waipukurau.
Vicar: Rew. . W. Martin.

Curate : Rev. H. COollier.

The annual meeting of Parishioners
was held in the schoolroom on July
81st, the Vicar presiding. The War-
dens, in submitting their report,
drew attention to the fact that the
Diocesan authorities contempilated a
rearrangement of boundaries, neces-
sitated by the Iformation of new
parcochial districts, and one of the
changes affecting this Parish in the
near future would be the cutting off
of Onga Onga district, which it is
proposed to add to Waipawa. The
report also dealt with the position
in regard to the glebe land within
the Waipukurau Town Board area,
which has recently been surveyed and
divided into guarter-acre allotments.
The Vestry had every imtention of
placing these properties on the mar-
ket immediately, but owing to the
fact (which has just been brought
to the knowledge of the Vestry) that
part of the property was under the
Land TTransfer Act and part under the
Deeds “Registration Act, the matter
is held up for the time being fo al-
low for the whole piece to be brought
under the Land Transfer Act. The
Tmlance-sheet showed that the incomeg
for the ‘year just met the expendi-
ture (£99 17/9) brought forward
from the previous year, the balance
at the end of the year heing 4100

"3/8. .

The- Vicar appointed Mr. C. Saun-
ders as his Warden, Mr. G. A. Elli-
gson being re-slected Peoplé’s Warden,

The Vestry elected- were Messrs
Seruby, Daecres, Broadley, Bryce,
Hewitt, Merton, Hobson, Bean,

Curd, and Wilkins, ‘Auditor, Mr. E.

“were

Geiibertson. Votes  of thanks were
passed to the Ladies’ Guild, Sunday-
school teachers, District bollectors,
retiring vestry, and the - Press,

Ormondyville.
Viear » Ree. M. Cockerill. B. 4.

The yearly meeting of Parishionars
was held on the 8lst Juiy, The
night being wet and cold, the at-
tendanez was only moderate The
accounts . for the year ended B0th
June were passed. They showed a
deficit of £7. The following oflicers
appointed for the ensuing
year —Ieople’s Warden, Mr. Thomas
Fothergill ; Min.ster’s Warden, Mr.
Samu:l Doe! tary ; additional memupers
of the Vestry, Messrs Bagley, Ben-

son, Williams, Saunders, Thomas
Hmith, Robert Groom, Ernest
Bmith. ’ '

l1he Viecar read an exhausiive re-
pott on the year's  work. Below
are a few extracis : — 'Lhs past 12
montas have been marked especiady
by two lteatures. First, the loss to
the Church, especially in Ormond-

viwe, of several or its most active

mempers. (Here followed a list of
uh to 40 names of adult members of
the Church.) Their places - have
erther not been filled at all by new
arrivals, or else ' the newcomers
have, as a rule, been members of
other Churches. Such losses can-
not, of course, but profoundly afiect
the liie and well-being, spiritual and
tenuporal, of the Church. he second
general fact that has been so prom- -
inent during the last 12 months has
been the topsy-turvy character of
that fickle element, the wgather. The
spring was marked by 10 weeks of
almost gontinuous gales of wind, the

summer and autuwnn had a mini-
mum of sunshine, and the winter
months so far have been the most

gevere for many years. Where so -
many in every place, it is to he
feured, make pleasant weather an in-
digpensable adjunct to Church atten-
dance, the above conditions cannot
fajl to have a prejudicial eflect upon
the spiritual tome and level' of con-
gregations, But I fear my tone
seems, like the weather, damping
and despondent. It is not intended
that it should he. There are ele-
ments of éncourageraent, too, The
truth appears to be that the Parish
is passing just now through a phase
oi depression. In a year or two,
when vprobably several blocks of
land will be cut up in the Parish for
closer settlement, we may again hopeo
for our losses to be made up, and
other active helpers and interested
helpers: and interested members of
the Church to take the places of
those who have gone. Meanwhile
the drawbacks that beset us by rea-
son of the diminished numbers of
our most interested Church members
should ' stir up all who remain to
fill up what is lacking in lite and
zeal for the welfare of the Parish.
To speak in commercial language,
there should be no sleeping partners
in the firm f .the Consolidated
Church Trust of unlimited liability.
T.0s8es by Death—Foremost among-
our losses has been that nf the Iate.
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lamented ‘Mr. Robert Groom, sen.,
whose constant attendance at Chureif
and interest in Parish aitairs hus
been so-wetl Kkhown to you all IOr
many years,. ‘'l'he pasl 12 montns
hay 1ndeed been a period of iral and
of chunge to his lamuy. May they,
through it all, kave lelt themegives
rooted in ‘* Him, who is tne soane
yesterday, to-day, amd for ever.’” wr.
tiansen has aso gone beyond the
veil, e was a man wesl known .n h.s
younger and Ss.ronger days ror hus
sterung gualities apd public Spirtt,
My, Idgecombe (liopua), atter three
or four years’ weakness, followed by
gsickness, has also passed away. He
was a man widely respected ior his

honesty and  straighvforwardness.
Not only the old, but the young,
too, have been called to their ac-
count. Miss Lililun Watson iaded

gradually before our eyes, a victim
to consumption. It was not the
only hereavement her parents have
borne during the past year. “ Whom
the Lord loveth he chasteneth.’’

Church Services.—At Kopua o
monthly service has ‘heen held for
the past six months. This has been
due to the kindness of Mrs, San-
ders in allowmg the wuse of her
drawing room, and to the help of
Miss Saunders in playing for us,
Judging by the attendance at thess
bright and homely services, I think
they have come to stay”

Ladies’ Church Guilds.—1 cannot
yet say whether the ladies of the
Makotuku Guild intend to hold &
bazaar Lhis year. A1 Ormondville
the Guild is again steadily working.
‘Pheir assistance is invaluable. Since
the proceeds of the bazaar held by
them goes to the General Church
Fund, & claim exists upon all the
Parish to assist. I am glad to he
able to state that two ladies at
Kopua have made an offer, which
has been gladly accepied, to prepare
a stall at the Ormondville bazaar to
be called the ‘* Xopua Stall.’” It
would be encouraging if other centres
did the same. ~Such a method of
helping would have the double effect
of stirring up a spirit of friendly
emulation among the stall-holders,
and also would call out to some ex-
tent the help of parishiomers in all
parts af the Parish.

Whetukura Church Buildings.~Dur-
ing my ministry here, now over three
years, we have worked steadily to
create this Fund. It now reaches a
little over £250. Of this sum, hali,
or #£125, has been lent to  the
Vestry, and the Glebe has been pur-
chased with. it.  The loan is due to
be repaid by next Christmas. So
far only £25 has been subscribed.
This has been given by parishioners
in Ormondville. The subject. of the
repayment of this loan will be.
brought forward as part of the
business of the evening., If the loan
were repaid, there should be nothing
to prevent the Whetukura Church
being built in the ensuing spring or
summer.

The Glebe. — Unquestionably the
most important’ matter, outside the
ordirary routine of Church work, is
1+ gubjeet of the Church Glebe. The
sum of £125 will shortly be due to

the Whetukura Church RBuilding
Fund, this being the amount of their
loun to the Vestry. - Of this £25
only has so far been collected. :
Some adverse criticism has been
made of the action of the Vestry in
purchasing this land. 1 may say its
purchase was authorised some 13
months ago, at a full meeting of the
Vesiry, there Le.ng oniy one dissen-
tient to the propesal. Persomally, I
auite agreed with the gentleman, Mr.
Warmington, who brought the pro-
posal forward. Thegs two facts
should naver be lost sight of in eriti-
cising this subject : :

(i.) Had the Vestry mnot bought
it when (hey did they would
have lost. it perhaps lor ever,
it was the oniy convenient
land, conbtiguous to the Church,
that was, or is ever likely to
be, gvailable.

(ii.) The second consideration is
that the Vestry had no fore-
knowledge of the wholesale de-
parture of so many of our best
Church people. Let me
this in a gemsral way. The
posszssion of the (rlebe nas been
most convenient to me as a
grazing paddock, Not ¢nly has
there been an abundant supply
of grass, bul a winter supply of
hay, too, has  been found for
the clergyman's horsz. Partly
out of a sense of appreciation
of the use of the Glete 1 have
planted and fenced, at my own
eost, some 200 orpamental
trees around the paddock. 1T
think it is difficult to overrate
the value of this Church pro-
perty. The present Viecarage is
fast falling into disrepair. In
a few years the I’arish, alter
selling the presznt house, may
be ready to undertake the erec-
tion of a fresh Vicarage. on the
new land contiguous to the
Church, where it should be.
Meanwhile, a shelter hedwe will
he growing up. The Glo>e only
awalts draining, stumping,
cleanint up, and lay'ng down in
English grasses to convert its
somewhat desolate appearance
into what, with the Rerereation
Ground, will become ths pret-
tiest and most attractive pad-
Qoek in Ormondville., It will be
a ,valuahle and most useful
Church property.

Dannevirke.
Vicar ; Rev. E. Robertshowe, B.4.
Curate: Rep. O. E. Nicholas. -

From lettars which have been re-
ezived from the Rev.. B, Robert-
shawe. we learn that he has been
already greatly bhenefitted by the
change and rest, and hopes to re-
turn in FPebruary next fitter than
ever., He has been staying for some
time at Iesamington, in Warwick-
shire. and at last advices was mov-
iny into: Yorkehire. -

Mr. JJ. R. Russzll, the late
master at &, John's.
rived in Englsnd, after a solendid
voyage.. The new Oregan'st and
Choirmegter, Mr. .T. Prinrle, entered

Choir-
has just ar-

‘on his duties on the 4th August,

say -

" The annual meeting of parishioners

was he<i opn wednesday, July  Yath,

and though the night was teemuing

with ram, theio was a tair atten-

dance. ‘l'he linuheias repori was an

excellent one. ‘Lhough there wes s
1ading off in offercories, the amount

recelved irom seat renis and annual

subscriptions had largely incregsed,

The -Christmes Day oHeriory was a

special one towarus the New [BStone

churen iund, and amounted to £27.-
The following ofbce-hearers , were

elected for the ensuing year : Vicar’'s .
Warden, Mr. F. J. Knight; People’s
Warden, Mr. F. G. Ma.nasson ; Ves-

try, Messrs A. Webber, . A, But-

ier-Harrison, H. Tilsley, 8. Tans-
ley, F.  Tiecken, W. Dobson, S. 1s

Wright, and R. Soundy.

The Vicar's suggestion to set agide
the first Sunday in each month for a
united Communion for the workers
in the wvarious organisations of the
Church has met with a very good
response, about 70 being present on -
the first Sunday in July,

The new Communion set.in silver,
and most of the other Lress orna-
ments asxed for by the viear-in-
chanrge, have been promuised, and it is
expected that all the articles will
arrive and be dedicated for use on
Chrigstmas Day. . .

Three aged parish.oners have re-.
cently passed to their rest — Mrs.
Wells (who for severul months pre-
vious was o great sufferer), Mrs.
Warner, and Mrs. Wratt, - We extend
our sympathy to their scorrow.ng
relatives.

Patutahi. ,
Vicar—Rev, H. 1. Rwwonsiey.

The annual meeting of pur.shionars
was held in the Church on Wednes-
day even.ng, July 24, The balunce-
sheet for tha year ended-June 30,
1912, was read and adopted. Tha
finances were shown to be in a satis-
factory condition, and  the Vestry
hope this year to considerably reduce

" the debt on the Vicarage. The Vicar

congratulated the Vestry on a suc-
cesstul year, and stated that the at-
tendance at most services had been
well maintained, and ihe number of
Comm:mr ¢wnts had increaszd, though
one or Lwo of the country centres
were very weal, .

The following Vestry was elected :
Vicar’s Warden, Mr. J..B. Broad-
hurst ; People’s  Warden, Mr., R.
Sherratt ; Vestrymen, Messrs Baat,
Billham, Woodward, .Jerram, Ran-
dall, Sherratt, and M. Willbraham.

Votes of thanks were passed to the
Sunday-school teachers, Choir, La-
dies” Guild, Organists, and ' all
Church workers, and to Mr. . P.
Davies, the auditor of the Church
anccounts. ’

Te Karaka.
. ..Vicar—Rev. T. 4. Meyer,

Last month the annual social took
placz. It was a moonlight night,
and the weather was good. The hall
was crowded. and the peonle enjoyed
themse'ves thoroughly. The Vestry
left the undertaking in the hands of
Mr, ¥, W, Gardner, and he managed
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well, though no doubt it wasg rather
too much ‘for one person to arrange.
However, he did it, and secured the
handsome eredit halance oi £7, which’
beats all previous records, This sum
goes towards paying off the debt on
the Church, and reduces it now to
£39.

The annual meeting of parishioners
was held in the Church on Satur-
day, August 17, and wes well at-
tended, though the weather was very
unfavourable, After the ordinary
routine husiness had been gone
through, various impoertant matters
were discussed. Clearing off the debt

"on the Church was a subject which
was thoroughly gone into. A small
cormnmittee was elected ‘o collect
what is required, and the following
gentlemen consenied to act in that
eapacity :—Messrs G. W, Humphreys,
E. V. Palmer, and J. B. Poynter.
So that before long we hope to see
this burden removed, only to start
a new venture. A Vicarage is badly
wanted for this Distriet, and people
geem quite anxious to supply this
want. Another subject which seemed
to interest the meeting was the hold-
ing of an annual garden fete and sale
of work and produce. It was agreed
upon to make a start this year, and
a meeting to arrange for it will bhe
held on August 28th,

Mr. W. Powell and Mr. Bousfeld
fill the office of Churchwardens as
tefore, and the following were elected
on the Vestry: -— Messrs ©. V. Pal-
mer, .J. B. Poynter, G. F. Bell, F.
W. Gardner, G.© W. Humphreys,
Williams, N. D. H, Symes, and C. E.
Hindrup. :

Te Puke.
Vicwr: Rev. J. Hobba.
To the Parishioners.

My Dear Irientls,—We are
an experiment, which we trust to
vou for success. Its object is the
encouragement of that important =d-
junct to a hearty service, congrega-

try’ng

tional response . and singing, The
commencerdent is  the  numerical
strengthening of our Choir, which

has lately been reinforced by six naw
members. I can only hope that they
will be inspired with the loyal and
painstaking example of those whom
they join. The next point is that
the Choir will in future be silent
during the last but one verse in
every hymm, and the third endeavour
will he to have a econgrecation prac-
tice after Bvensong on the frst Sun-
day in each month. .
Another experiment for which we
hope success is the separation of the
District into its component parts,
making each part manape itg own
affairs. We have already had small
» annual Parish meetines at Maketu
and Paengaroa, each haviny taken
up the principle of systematie -offer-
ines. and each promisine £15 to-
wards the Stipend Fund of the cur-
rent year—as much as either can af-
ford for a start. Maketu has given
this for the lsst year. in addition to
collecting £13 towards Church reno-
vation.
Tagt Sunday unother

baby was
baptised, with the

presence and

‘Missioner felt so esncouraged
work, and how pleased I was to ac-

prayers of the Te Puke congregation,:

such a nice service,

Te Puke hés heen very deeply
moved by the death, after a week’s
illness, of Albert Langley, commonly
known as ‘‘ The Tourist.” He was
a deservedly popular young fellow,
always so ready to oblige. He was
one of our band of Confirmees last
-ear, and a member of our Choir,
I shall not be the unly one who will
miss him greatly. During the past
month two new members have been
admitted into our (LE.M.3. branch,
and I had looked forward to Lang-
ley as one of the next.

No doubt another report will reach
you of the missions which have
lately been preached by the Rev. F.
Bennett among the natives. I can
only say how thankful I am that t],lh-e
i his

cept an invitation to be present at
the laying of the foundation-stone of
a new Church at Rangiuru. — Yours

sincerely, J. HOBBS.
Tolago Bay.
Vicar ; Rev. @&. W. Dowidson.

The annual meeting was as poorly
attended as possible. Anyhow, as
Mr. Holder, Church officer, stated,
it was & good sign ; the parishioners
were evident'y quite contented with
the report and balante-sheet as dis-
tributed, anh with things in general.
The Church balance wus satisfactory,
and showed that things financial
were safe for this side of Christmas,
when - subscriptions
able. The Coramittee was able to
briny the halance in credit to the
Building Fund up to £230, to which
can now he added cash and promises
ampuntine to about -L£55—and no
canvass has really been made, Wa
feel guite sure now that a start to
build will be made early in 1913,
The Y'ont Fund, in charge of the
school children and teachers, is
growing, Mrs. Maurice Pitzgeraid’'s
family have promig>d £1 towards
this fund, and if other children not
able to attend the regular Sundev-
school are willing, T or Mr. Date will
gladly receive their copper or silver
coins.

Another wedding of interest took

place on the B31lst July, when Mr,
Bert. Lipcoln . was  united in holy
matrimonv to Mits Kate TLockwood,
Mrs, T, Moore acted as hostess to a
verv large number of friends and
well-wishers  who came to the wed-
ding. .
T'he Dairy Factory will soon; he an
accomplished fact, and great things
are expected. We trust all will go
well, and that 1n consequence of
wore peonle in the place the crnere-
gations will be larger at all services.
The winter plan of Bservices will be
digcontinued mext month, and the
regular plan will tgke its place.

There have been several sad cases
of sickness. No less than four of
our friends are in Gishorne hosnitals,

‘We trust that many are joining in

prayver that they may come’ happily
through their atflictions,

are agaln pay-

Friends are reminded to make
great preparations for the Horticul-
tural and Industrial Show, fixed for
Wednesday, 20th November. A sue-
ceasful show is certain, for we have
a good compact workmg commmt.ee ‘
who are keen,

_ Rotorua.
Vicar: Ven, Avchdeacon Tisdall, M. 4.
Curate : Rev. Percy C. Davis.

Our. anonual “meeting was held on-.
the evening of July 25th, when there -
wasg a very fair attendance of Church
members. In our last notes we gave
a synopsis of the statement of ac-

counts. Messrs A. F. Bent and P.
J. Hammond were reappointed
Vicar’s: and Parighioners’ Warden .

regpectively, and the following were
elected on the Vestry :~Messrs W, E,
Bennett, Carter, Giles, R. Griffiths,
jun., J. Halkett, Hohden, Langdon,
Lyons, Marsh, W, J. Melvﬂle, Ste-
phens, and Wrathall.

The meeting of the Mama,ku congre—
gation was held after service on the
Surniday night following, Messrs F. 5.
Ramson and F. G. Harwoéod - were
reappointed Church  officers, and
Messrs Goodacre, Gossner, Patt1son
Polkinghall, (. Tyson, and Young
were elected as a committee.

The August monthly mee'ting of
the Mothers’ Union was very largely
attended. The address was given by
Mrs. Skene I¥xon, a new arrival in
Rotorua, who gave a most helpiul

and thoughtful talk on ‘ Home
Life.”” The members decided to do
all in their power to make Dr.

Truby Xing's health crusade a suc-

¢esg. When Dr. Truby King arrived
in Rotorua a week Iater he had
seyeral splendid 1ineetings. Mrs.

Edwin Rohertson has heen appointed
secretary to the lecal committee set
up to co-operate with the Health

Department in Dr. Truby King's
work, : .
The C.E.M.8. men’s social was

held in the Parish Hall on the even-
ing of August 13th, when a very
pleasant evening was spent. There
were over 90 men present, who all
geemed Lo enjoy themselves tho-
roughly. A most excellent pro-
gramme of songs and recitations -had
been arranged by Mr. ¥F. M. Lyons.
The Viear tcok the opportunity of
publicly announcing . Mr., Watts-
Ditehfield’s visit next month.” Our
present arrangements for him are—
a mass meeting of men on the even-
ing he arrives, Sepiember 28th, and
a, celebration of the Holy Com-
munion with a devotional address at
6 o'clock on the following morning.”

The Sunday-school annual prize
gathering took place in the Parigh
Hall on the first Wednesday evening
in August,” There was a full atten-
dance of children and parents. After
a couple of hours had been spent in.
garmes and romps, refreshments were
handed round and quickly disposed
of, The Vicar ihen briefly addressed
the children on their work, after
which he invited Mrs. B. §. Pennev
to present the various prizes that
had been Won
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