ST  THE

WAIAPU COHURCH GAZETTE.

' Now. 1, 1911.

Committee on SHocial
Questions,

Archdeacon Williams, Archdeacen
TisduH, Rev. F. Chatterton, Rev,
F. W, Martin, Rev. M. W. DButter-
field, Mesars, J, Thornton and
R. Gardiner.

The above Commnittes was appointed
by the Bishop in accordance with a
resolution of Bynod. Signed articles
by members of the Comniittee will be
published in the Gazerrn, Each in-
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A Few Elementary [deas on the
Church Catechism & Socialism.

I have been asked to contribute a
fow words in explanation of some mis-
understood phrases in the Church
Catechism. The articles by members
of the Commiitee will not all be of
such an elementary character. This
is merely an introduction, for which I
crave indulgence from those to whom
the thoughts are obvious, for the sake
of many who have found the phrases
diffieult to understand, or to defend
against those who ecavil at Cburch
teaching,

1st. * Being by nature the children
of wrath.” The doctrine of the * utter
depravity of human nature” is not the
doctrine taught by the Church Cate-
chism. When ultra- and anti-Christian
Bocialists attack this phrase they read
into it & meaning that does not exist
there and was never intended. Beings
with & warped nature, inclined as we
are to sin, muat be naturally icclined
to incur God's displeasure ; our im-
perfect nature being the resuit of a
previous fall from righteousness is
itself a disappointment to the God
‘Who originally made it good, but the
person, wndividunl, or child is not an
ohject of God's wrath—he is an object.
of God's love. All men are born in
one sense as God’s loved children, but
cannot be adopted into the chosen
family except by an act of God’s Grace,
which takes out the warp and makes
them ¢ childven of grace.” The image
of God is in every person born into this
world, but it is dimmed by sinfulness:
thissinfulnessisan objectofrepugnance
to the all Holy God. To repreaent this
as a doctrine intended to keep people
in slavery to ecclesiasticism can be

done- only by deliberately misunder-

standing the words,

2. “ An inheritor of the Kingdom

will come into possession of an estate
by-and-bye. To inherit an estate is
to eome into the possession of it; an
inkeritor is one who has already come
into possession. As Christians we Aave
inhgrited the Kingdom : it is ours now.
It is an inheritance that brings many
responsibilities but great privileges,
many duties but unspeakable joy.
The Church Catechism does not teach
that we should live a life of abstrac-
tion from the world, taking no part in
movements for the social betterment
of mankind—it teaches rather that
everyone who is a member of the
Kingdom whose King is also our
Brother, should do his'utmost to live
the life of brotherhood &and bring
others into the family #new. True
Christian Socialism and brotherhood
is essential to the realisation of the
Kingdom of Heaven on Earth for
which we pray in the Lord's prayer,
“Thy Kingdom come.” The fact that
all social, problems will finally be
settled only after this life by the com-
plete removal of sim, precludes us
neither from striving for perfection
here on earth and helping others to-
wards its attainment, nor from doing
our utmost to solve present problems
in a way consistent with the spirit of
true brotherhood and as perfectly as
possible in & world so corrupted by
sin.

The fundamental ideas of the
Church’s teaching with regard to the
solution of social problems are con-
tained in “ Our Duty towards our
Neighbour.” It condemns such ultra-
socialistic ideas as destroy family life.
#“To love, honour, and succour my
father and mother.” State nurseries
in which ‘children would be brought
up apart from their parents, although
they might result in better disciplined
children and better instructed chil-
dren, would exclude the possibility of
love of parents and leave little room
for parental love for children. It
would be impossible for children to
love, honour, and succour their parents
if they wero brought up in State
nurseries. It is generally recognised
that homes for orphans are the more
humanising and the more suceessiul
morally and socially when they are
small and the conditions are assimi-
lated as much as possible to those of
i tamily life. .
~ “To honour and obey the King and
all that are put in authority under
him,” although it has reference first
to a system of Royalty, yet is gnite

of Heaven.”’ . An heir is a"person who-

consistent with democracy and the

best socialistic systems.. The King is

to be .obeyed as the concrete repre-

sentative of coustituted authoriy, nat

as an autocratic ruler. He is the
repregentative of the ¢ powers that

be.” . )
“To,submit myself to all my go-
vernors, teachers, spiritual pastors,
and masters.” The absolute equality
of man with man, is a doctrine con-
sistent meither with reason, nor with
any orderly system of government, -
nor with the ideas of Christianity. If
there is to be order and system there
must be governors and masters. There
must be the representatives of autho-
rity and law ; anarchy is incomsistent
with true Socialism—is in faot the
antithesis of Socialism and of all
order. The Christian Church is truly
Socialistic on this point; all must be
willing to lay aside private liberty
when its exercise is not cenducive to:
the well-being of the whole State: we'
must love out neighbour as ourselves.
We are thus limited in the exercise of
our freadom by the consideration of
the interests of others; thereforé we
need . laws to regulate the extent of
personal freedom, and conserve the
interests of the whole State:  these
laws must be enforced by men ap-
pointed for this work—* masters,”
“ mapistrates,” * governors:” this is
trne Socialism and true Christianity,
Our Blessed Lord Himself was obe-
dient to the law, and to the govern-
ment. .

“To order myself lowly and rve-
verently to all my Detters:” This
phrase has frequently been made the
object of severe criticism, by those
who are fiot true Socialists, and those
who persist in fastening on the Church
the charge of bolstering up a * squire-
archy” system: the system of * God
bless the squire and his relations and
keop us in our proper stations,”

If all men are nof equal, either in.
hrain power, will power, personal in-
fluence, physical strength or any other
quality, there must be some men
¢ better” than others. It is the duty
of all to respect greatness and good-
ness and ability of any kind. I respect
the strength of the wharf labourer.
and the miner. I respect the bravery
of the man with the V.C. ou his
breast. I respect the scholarship of
the great scientist or the genius of the
great musician. They are in their de-
partment my betters. All good gifts
whether of mind or body are endow-
ments of the Holy Spirit—the person
who possesses them has been endowed
with them by God: I see in him &
work of Divine wisdom ; I must order



