
OPEN FORUM.

Sir:—
Ihave heard and have read

so much about our empty churches,
the people's lack of interest m and
ignorance of religion, the failure of
the Church, to make its influence felt
m worldmatters, and so on, and all
sorts of reasons given to account for
this state of affairs.

For a long time I.have wondered
how far individual ministers them-
selves are to blame, and how much
they could do to improve things. Oh,
Iknow it is ony too easy to criticise.
Our Ministers are up against difficul-
ties that many of us know nothing
about, and they are as different m
character as Christ's own first dis-
ciples were. Though as an ordinary
parishionerIdo think that most of
us make more allowances for them
than they do for us, especially m
these days when most of them are so
very overworked.
Iwonder how many of the clergy

realise the influence they have on
the people m their charge, and the
far - reaching consequences their
actions— kind andunkind

—
have? We

all look to our ministersas men who
should have the Christ-like qualities
of kindness, gentleness, friendliness,
approachability,tolerance andunder-
standing

— especially the two last-
named. It is tragically easy to mis-
judge a person, and no minister can
hope to know intimately each mem-
ber of his congregation.

If allour ministers would preach-
not emotional revivalism, the effect
of which is seldom deep or'lasting,
nor give us strings of theological
words put together, which "mean
nothing to the average congregation—

but practice and preach practical
Christianity and give us more of the
human touch which Christ had, they
would go a long, long way towards
helping the Church to fulfil its mis-
sion, that of winning the world for
God. People were never converted
en masse.

Alongside the plans suggested for
world-wideorganisations for spread-
ing the Gospel, this sounds inaed-
quate and too simple. But, after all,
Christianity was inaugurated by one
Man, m one small village m one
small country , and m my opinion
we need more than anything to
goback to the methodsof those days;
Christ's own methods, if we wish to
revive and spread the true meaning
ofChristianity.

Yours,
"STELLA."

Bay of Plenty.

PrayerforSynod.
Almighty andEverlasting God, Who by ThyHoly Spirit, didst

preside m the Councilof theBlessed Apostles, and hast promised
through Thy Son Jesus Christ, to be withThy Church to.the end
of the world; we beseech Thee to be present with the Synod of
this Diocese about to be assembled m Thy name. Save the
members from allerror, ignorance,pride andprejudice; andof Thy
great mercy vouchsafe so to direct, govern, and sanctify them m
their deliberations by ThyHoly Spirit, that through Thy blessing
the Gospel of Christ may be faithfully preached and obeyed, the
order anddiscipline of Thy Church maintained, and the Kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ enlarged and extended.
Grant this,we beseech Thee,'through themerits andmediation of
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ForThoseinMentalAnguish.

. In response to a request, the following prayer is
suggested by the Bishop as suitable for those m mental
anguish:

"0 LordGod, we beseech Thee of Thy Mercy that we
may have the Heavenly Vision, and that the turmoil of
this worldmay be seen by us to be bringing forth the
sweet peace of the eternal years, and that m all our
troubles and sorrows we may behold good; and so, with
quiet mind and inwardpeace, we may fulfil the duty of
life whichbrings to us the trustingheart. We give Thee
Thanhsfor all ThyMercy. We beseech Thy Forgiveness
of allour sins. We pray for ThyProtection and Guid-
ance and Blessingmall things, Thy Presence mour hour
of death, Thy Glorym the life to come. Of Thy Mercy,
hear us, for Jesus Christ'ssake. Amen. In Wales, the Church has experi-

enceda twenty-fiveper cent, increasem communicants m the last twenty-
five years.
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