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LA
tive wind-up for farm workers of
the Yuletide Festival,

"shown by the rural ' population.
Ploughing and sowing are not’light

and unskilled  tasks, nor are “they .
exhlleratmg But there is an inborit

instinet in the skilled land-worker &
which finds satisfaction. in the field - -

" beautifully .tilled, whether by the

strength of men and horses or by'

mechamcal methods

“Fellow-workers Wlth God” - '

A simple plough set in the chancel
arch, with the farmers or others
ranged beside it, who request the -

Priest of their Parish to bless their -

winter's work of which the plough,

rthere set, is the symbol, makes an

immediate appeal to a congregation
who know only too well whai field
service in winter means. The Pauline
‘phrase “fellow-workers - with.- God”
‘has a direct appHeation, and in a
“Plough Service” this- phrase ‘has a
definite value for splritual conscmus-
nEess, .

‘In: the Saxon Chronicle, August T

is alluded to as' Lammas Day. St.
‘Oswald in his Sarum Missal gives it
the same title. It is still so styled
in. the Prayer Book of ‘1662. - H has
-continued there,’ although -there " is.
‘some’ difference of opinion as to the
—origin of the word Lammas and

observance of the day, in any definite

‘reference, has disappeared for ‘cen-
“tdries,
able derivation that the word-is from
‘the .Saxon *“hlaf,” then -the word
‘must mean “Loaf-Mass.” =

- This suggests the observance of the

day as.that on which the first loaf

“from the new harvest, commenced in
the  parish, was brought to ‘the
‘Church and presented for- adminis-

tration in the most sacred of Chris- .

‘tian rifes- The Minister of
Agriculture . . - appointed mid-July
{for “Farm Sunday” on account of the
early harvest _(in England), in some
-degree recognising the suitability of
an cbservance by the village churches
:ag harvest comimences. ;o

:

On ‘the Sunday followmg Lammas_

- Day for morning or evening service

the sheaf of corfn first cut- in the -7
“parish could be, solemnly brought"

-~through the - Shurch . and placed

‘where the plough had been on:

““Plough Sunday,” and again specidl
- psalmg, lessons, prayers and hymns

‘eould emphaSISe the recoghition by *

-the assembled folk of the Creator’s

- goodness in the mystery of the earth’s -

fertlhty

It -could scarcely be. that the

: suggestlons which are ventured
upon in this paper, if carried out
with lmagmatlon,

" and sympathy, could - fail ‘to .
stimulate .in those whose. lwel

are. given to agricultnral _occu-

Where these @ *
Plough Services . have been held;, -
immediate appreciation has been "

- Creation—God.

If we accept theé most prob-

. boundaries as an aggressor,

men.

carefulness /-

B .‘pa.tmns an a.pprecia.tion of_ the ;_
relation: of the Parish: Church to i
_the’ villages and the land.-
would also give a new dlgmty to '

the gldest of vocations; in that'it.

would help' them to -recognise
that in tilling the soil they are
eniployed- by  God for a funda-
mental ‘service'to their countiry..
—The Bishop: of Salisbury; The
Fortmghtly ~and reprmted
from The Lantern i

%,

 TWO PATTERNS -

-Human experlence, for- so long as

-human' history is Kriown, appears to-

proye that the cessation of hostilities
in dne war foreshadows only a time
of peace in. which -fo prepare for the

'next war

Indeed there are $ome who mam-

‘tain that théy see in - the . present
-course of events ‘the shaping of the -

evil forces that will earry 'us into the

vortex of a still greater cataclysm

Yét, down the ages men have arisen

‘who have announced thémselves as

mouthpieces of the Master . of “all.
They speak with
gtartlin 'unan.imity of a Law called
Love. This Law is the Law of Péhce.
Whether it be Moses or Buddha or
Christ or Mshommed, each in sub-
stance hag mamtamed that if man
will use this Law to. tune into the

-“Infnite, ‘then all the Power trans-

mitted from God to Manuwill- unite -
individuals and nations in' God, and
therefore in Love and therefore in

. Peace. Yet the secret of Peace defies

mankind. The followérs. of each
revelations  divide themselves on the-
letter of the Law and lose the Spirit,
which is the Power which .generates
Unlty

- To- day two patterns of Peace are
emerging, One is a  materialistic
geographical pattern, which in effect.

‘proposes that the victors in the pre-

sent war will draw=final boundaries
for each nation, and raise up an asso-

feiation of nations as an international
- authority;

.- ‘This 1nternat10na1 auth-
or1ty will thereupon unite in ‘punish-
ing any natlon which . ‘breaks
ThIS is
Peace hased upon political - agree-
ment, -At.is the pattern .of States-

The idea is that’ each .prophet has
given  a prcture of - ‘God’s .pattern
suited to a condition ‘and--an age:

" If, in a spirit. of love.and tolerance,
'the plctures. .are: brought ‘into har-:
'mony, then the true pattern of Peace I

lesser .prophets? .

" who' clai

- God.”

Another War Qasualty

its -

The other pattern m1ght be called ‘
the. pattern of the prophets of -God.,

will emerge Thls pattern wﬂl then

tran\scend ‘all :national : boundaries

“and dll questlons of colour creed and
_race

" But the mtolerant Chnst1an w111

' say Chnst was more than a: prophet

Christ ‘was God. - We are re- -born in
Christ. Can we: associate with these .
Then surely. the
«Greéat God: must reply:. “Upon: you -
“the. greatest gift," the "
greatest  responsibility’ lies, Y‘ou do
not have to-destroy . Buddha or Mosés -
or Mahommed, nor do:you -have to -
~destroy  the etemal truths they Te=
‘yealed in’ ordet to magnify or justify
Christ. .- I.am the Father of all man- .

-kind, If you are of Me by the persop..

and’ revelatxon of Christ, you are the
brother of all-My chlldren Go then

1o men of all faiths who Worsh1p ME,

unite yourselves and go in tolerance
and .in love and fashion with them
the - paitern of the world order of
“The Lantern,”” -

The Melbourne Argus supplement
gives the followmg 'sad description
of -life ‘ag it ig in Brlsbane to-day:
“It’s 'not much fun living in Brisbang

- to-day. The northern eapital is. vir-"

tually a’ barracks town, - and the .
array of evils and ‘abuses that haye

-in varying degrees reflected war con-

ditions in other capitals flourish there -

.in aceentuated form. Queenslanders

are - unhappy about ‘the bad name -

.'their ¢ity is earning. Cafes overflow

their waiting crowds into the throng-
ed  streets, while tired and depleted-
staffs - endeavour to cope Wwith “the
rush. The evils that go with these .
conditions are black marketing and:
profiteering, and they are rampart. -

. Nobody deplores more than the:n'or-j,

mal inhabitants the rise of a new
class of itile Hitlers’ from thege con- °
ditions of scarcity and unquenchable
demand. They are the ‘take-it or,
leave if and be damned’ class. Shop- .
ping is- an insufferable ordeal of.in-. -

.difference, sniffs, snarls and positive -

insolence. A soldier passing through
from New Guinea encountered one

. of the city’s good-time- ‘honeys'

walked into a- milk bar and was .

- served by a girl with pamted ﬁnger-,

nails and. a brand new. accent, “You'.
dont mean to say, she remarked to

-another gir], -‘that- you're gomg out .

with an - Australian soldier? He'

‘threw the glass of milk over the gu'l
‘ ‘-‘and walked out>. .

“This is" mdeed sad readmg Brls-
bane, if this. description . of - her:
present conditions ‘be. accurate, i§
mdeed another war casualty v

Could 1t be sald that New Zea-t

; land’s main cities are exempt from
-‘thls ‘king of life?”

-—Church Chromcle BaIIarat



