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ﬁ after hearmg Blshop Baddeley

address his ship’s company, ad-.
mitted that, while he had always .~
regarded himself as bemg a good

Churchman, but had never had

any apprec1at10n of foreign mis- °

sions, said that after his experi-

ence during récent months of
the Islanders and what they had.
- done as the result of the work of
the Missions he had been com-.

pelled to ‘revise comp]etely his
earher ]udgment

To the' extent that the -méens_-

for this work: can:be restored
“and continued will depend upon

-the Churchpeople of New Zea-.
May  their support’ be
worthy of the noble cguse and

land. -

may this Diocese of Waiapu
show its gratitude by doing its
full part to further this herom
missionary endeavour :

. _Clia_ract_é_r_ :

» Character is the result of conscious
effort from day to day. - The which
you most desire in the depths.of your
-inmest heart is the plan by -which
you shape ‘your character . building.
Set your affection. on thmgs which
are bage-and unworthy . and -your
character becomes a wall -
lovely type. = Set your affection on
-things above, on the unseen values
of eternity, on truth and light ahd
- justice, and the bullt-up wall of your
character will - procéed along . the
right iines. - The.stones whlch enter

‘into that wall are thoughts and words’

and deeds.. ‘As a wise and skilful
builder rejects Some of the stones
that are brought to him as unfit to
have a place in his bulldmg, 80 you
ought often  fo .reject many a

“thought that is suggested, to-refrain’
from repeating much that _is. told

you; -aid to abstain from many deeds

which, by the _thoughtless and pro-
fane, are performed to our know-- _

ledge every day.

- Good: charactér -in man is not a
wild and natural growth—it is only
developed under careful” dzsmplme
. The standaid of righteousness is as
unvarying as the plumb. Virtue is

as. exact as the angle of a sguare.’

. Our: determination to be good must
be ag continuous  and unbroken as
the level line which  stretches far
beyond the bounds of space to the
realms of eternity. -Let no one sup-
pose that it does not matter what he
believes, or How he speaks, or what
he does:

hi¢ :character.”

s “Masonic Home
ournal.” S

of ‘un- -

“that they had s
“that others had not,.

for. thoughts, "words and-.
deeds are the bu11dmg “material  of

- -have to be His witnesses.

Wltnesses

For

Chrlst

(Sermon preached ‘at All Samts Chuxch, Taradale. on Sunday after Ascensmn by the
L Rev. H. Blathwayt)

Acts 1—3: But ye shall_'re_ce_ive power
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you and ye shall beé witnesses unto Me
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and’
in Samaria and unto the uttermOSt

" parts of the earth.

It will be remembered that after
our Lord's resurrection - He told the
Disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until

He should pour out His Spirit on His™

Church. © The church at that time

" consisted. of the Twelve Apostles, a

few women -and . perhaps a few
others, - At the outside there would

‘not_be.niore than 200 brethren. For
_remember- the church is made up of -

those “who have faith in Jesus and

who have been. baptised. And when
I mesn.
those who believe that He, God onece

I speak of faith in - Jesus,

entered into the. world by taking his
humanity in the womb of, the Vlrgm
Mary.

The .Nicene Creed s3ys

down from Hesven and was. incar-

nate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin-
.- Mary and was,made man and was .
_crucified. also for us.” .
. believed in Jesus were faithiul to
They remained in Jesusalem -
and' Christ’s promise Wwas fulfilled.
_The Holy Ghost came upon them by
‘a. rushing

Him: "~

fransient sign.and like
mighty wind.’ ' What we notice most
is that fhe Church became at onge

“a missionary church with everyche
being -enthusiastic - to proclaim - to

others the good news 'them-

‘relves had received.

they -

Christ said that they- would be
‘witnesses . and by their lives proved
something valuable
The. outsiders -

saw that these men were happy, con-

“tented; unselﬁsh arid willing to help.

ntherq. It bécame a common saying
“See how these Christians love one
another.” _They disposed -none, heing
so different frem the Priest'
Levite of the Jewish Church. We
read of wholesale. conversion as on
the Day . of Pentecost ~when three
thousand "were - ‘admitted inio the

~ Church by baptlsm

But these early disciples did not

only ‘witness by ‘nhelr lives but by -

dylng forit.  “In fact -the - word
“witness” ‘iIn Greek "Martures”
from. which. we get the word martyr.
It became .unpopular-to. witness for
Christ id many - like " Stephen laid
down t

Him. . Surely they would. under-

stand our Lord’s words when He had

said, “If any man’ will” come after
Me.”. - Further He said. “For who-

he shall save it.”

What we have.to remember is that-

-those words' and the words :-of the

Disciples but to us as well.
. Like’ the

' Disciples we haVe to ‘so hve'
.people may: take hotice . that Jesus.
“has touched .our lives and made us

“Who for
us men and for our salvation came .

. Those who-

pese: I ledge of Christ -

eir lives rather than deny -

" nesses for Chrlst

that*-‘

more humble, unselfish and W1111ng :
to be of service to our.brother man, *
and like the Disciples  to assémble.
ourselves togethey  to  break. bread.
and to give-Him worship and praise.’
Many people are neglecting this
wayv of wﬂ;nessmg, in fact they .en-

" courage others, by their example,
to stay away. from Sunday worship -
and so-lead them from it. It is
by our example thai we most

*. affect and when people see us who
‘are vestry members or communi-

- cants not.being loyal to our church
they. naturally. think that our re- -
ligion is a2 sham, _ ¥ “does mnot’
" enmcoilrage them to. give _of _their.
_best in the service of their Church.
When we compare the  lives of
those who were - - witnesses for
.-Christ in the ea.rly days:of Chris-
“tianity with our wntuess we can
understand why it iy that - the .
" church is so feeble in these days.
If you-are a:gardenier you always-
want to be among your flowers., You
see that the weeds don’t crowd them '
aut.  You:tend and nourish - themi -

~and so if must be with God’s garden .
" A poet has traly said:— "

Vou; heart’s a garden Iove hdS‘

sown. :

To give” your life the Work that

needed

*Some day He'll come and pluek ‘

" His flowers :

-850 mhd you keep your earden

weeded. " .

We should not - lét Sunday’ paqs
without assembling in church to sive.
God worship and praige. But besides
being loyal to Him at home. we- have
to see that those who live  in  dark
places of the earth w1thout know-
have the Gospel
brought to thém.. Our text says “that
ve shall be witnesses not only in
Judea and Samaria but unto the
uttermiost parts of. the: earth ’

The  evangelising of ‘the multl-
tudes withont the knowledge of
" Christianity is: without doubt our
concern as witnesses if “we - are
fuech. The proclamation of : the
King of- ngs to g0 and spread
the good’ newc ‘was. issued 1944

T vears ag¢  yet mllhons are still
~Christless -and hopeless living lives
t::t are cruel, sensual and devil-
ish. :

- All. our m1ss1onar1es w111 teIl you,

whatever field they work in, that the '

“heathen hefore they receiv h
soever will lose his hfe for My sake A e Christ

go about in ‘constant . fear -of - some.
tapu ‘or heodoo, but when they be=,

~come’one of Christ’s disciples 5 won- -

-derful change overfakes thi :
text were gpoken not only to the - y o abey

We -

become. like.all-true Christians happy
and - contented—they, becomeg © wit-



