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In 1683 Samuel Pepys and Thomas

Xen, afterwards B1shop ‘of Bath and’, .

‘Wells, were shlpmates ‘in -the ﬂeet
sent fo- drsmantle Tangrer Pepys
‘was clerk of the Navy.: Board and

Ken was chaplam of the ﬂeet" Pepys,\-

who could be'a’ caustic cr1t1c of the ..
clergy, has left on record his kmdly

—remlmscences of the chaplam and h1s _

‘servrces on board -ship.: .

. The samtly B1shop Ken was the
‘first holder of the office 'of chaplam of
the fleet, -, He was- appomted “for the

-service: ‘of. God,, for the preservatron.\:
g ot -the many souls that are at.stake,
“and the good governance of the chap-

lains that are in thefleet. » Chaplams

_there ‘had been since the reign of

-ng Stephen »but from the days of
“Ken must be dated that orderly min-
1stratlon of Word and Sacraments
.prov1ded by the Church for the men
-of "His MaJestys Navy, both’ -ashore
'-and aﬂoat, “which. is’ ensured by !

3 Klngs Regulatlons and Adm]ralty_‘_

‘Instructions. - .
The Church m the Navy upholds

a’ ﬁne tradmon of serv1ce "and” wor-

ship, and smce no' one has’ written

'the history: of the naval chaplalns it
(s’ pernnss1ble to sirmise that some

" part af least of that tradition is a :
: herttage from’ the’ first chaplam of
the fleet, It:is asmsted by the fact
" that sa1lors are;.on ‘the ‘whole, God-

-:Eearlng men, for, -as the Psalrmst put -

it long ago, “these mefi see the won-
ders of the Lord -

'i'=the Adriralty. attaches ‘to ‘the: place
-.':of rehglon in the dally hfe of the

: Navy ngs Regulatmns “and: Ad—'-

. -Tniraty Instruotlons provide: that daﬂy
rMorning “Pra er shall ‘be " said on

“Loard every shipof ‘war, "and that the, .

~usual -services shall bé held on Sun-

. day. Where there is no chaplam the .
'-commandmg ofﬁcer or sorheone de-

“"puted by him . says “edeh” day  short .
" Morm.ng Prayers ahd also ‘conducts a
" service on Sunday mormng at least. -
. Besides the | regular_morning: service
there iss m all shlps carrymg ‘a-chap-

-_"'lam and in some ships_ which do: not‘}
a voluntary evemng-‘ o

earry , one, :
. service,.

.':Shlps and theu' Chaplams

Certamly there is :
“'ho . mlstakmg the nnportance Whrch'

- .S.e_nte.rhber. ~,1,f,1_94,1.‘ .

These serv1ces

Ven. Thomas .Crick; whose. words
tam quotmg, held in- that part of the

Shlp Whrch is found most convementi :

-for gathenng together the’ Shlp 'S com-‘

pany, and everythmg is: prepared ‘and :

rranged as far as. possﬂ:le, with ‘a -~
“view 0 rendermg the: place | sultablejj
- for dlvme service.” In’ hattleships and "
“in isome. “smaliér vessels there . Ag.a "
@ne-f‘:j

properly ’ appomted chapel
which 1 v151ted a few years ago. had

.a really- beautlful chapel ‘most, of the”
panellmg and Wood carving .of- whlch'
“had been done as’alabour of love by
members of the ship’s company “In
an’ aurnbry the Blessed Sacrament‘
was reserved and the customary whlte '

the' M1s=1ons to Seamen later; my

present purpose 'is"to. give some s
pressions. of the “work of naval thap-

' lains which I have rece ved during: a

tour of naval estabhshments By the”

great kmdness of ‘the chaplam of 'the

ﬂeet, who ‘put- himself to much trouble’

"in “devising: a program.me :Eor my

v1s1ts ahd by the good will and hos—-
pltahty of- the various naval authorr—j
ties both in London and elsewhere, -
:I have had my eyes opened ‘to some '

very heartenmg facts W‘rltlng as I
am in the midst of my- tour, it would

be premature and unwise to attempt'-.

any summary conclusrons T ust,
however, men‘non one  circumastance

- which str1kes the ordmary ‘shore-
_staying "Churchiman as’ s1gn1ﬁcant-'
and. that is the. ent1rely easy and -
-twhlch cause no d1fﬁcult1es or ‘mis--
‘understandmgs when a; chaplam is -

natural terms on - which the naval

chaplam, _whether aﬂoat or in a shore
establishment, eonsorts wrth all and‘
: ‘ B | /s, however,‘ mconvenlent ‘when

" sundry.

- least” occasionglly, by: ‘clerics is- that

(prov1ded the. dlsgulse is: sucoessful) .

1t remoyes: ‘the. constramt which gen-

N erally pervades any heterogeneous '
assembly of people on-the appearance-
It gives ™

of a clergyman in its” mldst
‘a-chance; S0, it is- alleged of meeting
the ordmary man of the world on a

R brother. .
'f1mp1y that ‘the oﬂicers in the Wal‘d‘-

| tor Wosshlp. - h the. 1
:, A Slups Phce for Worghip. - room- or -the ratmgs on  the. lower
e in all cases;’
states ‘thechaplain to the-fleet, the'

* deck have not the tradltronal reagrd. -
: for :

"“when the clergy ‘are’ about
‘cheery greetmgs, the badlnage, the :

One of'the advantages clarmed for :
the wearmg of ordmary lay dress, at -

navalfchaplam from lns fellows as
it: tends {0, separate hLS clvxhan
"By that I.do; not mean. o

the
conversatmn accordmgly

‘;‘cloth »” and gover ;L )
What I do

‘meahn - is, that they have not the
.._absurdly wrong-headed concept1on
. of the: clergy ag & class apart from
“all others, ‘and remote‘from the: life
‘and the concerns of-the average man,

thch is held by. the ordmary man m ,

. the street pub and tram

‘ ,‘tween the chaplam and the oﬁicers
__‘and ‘men w1th whom he - 1s servmg
"They accept” hnn as ohe- of them-,

elves +In the last few days I Jhave .
been taken in’tow. by several | chap- ./

_'lams—men of most". drverse types-—
., and; have stayed in’
Though I hope‘to say’ somethmg of

barracks and
training estabhshments, and’ v1s1ted
sh1ps of varlous sorts’ from corvettes

gnd nnnesweepers “to the most mod— :
ern destroyer depot—shlp Never was.’
“there’ at-any time -the.smallest- re—-
_mmder of: that stilted and self-con-
“-scious.. conversatmn and behavrour

that g all too common elsewhere
The :

exchange ' of; current gossip about

.shlps and men, .Was entn‘ely -un- -

affected and - spontaneous -Discus- :-

‘sions i wardroom miesses obwously

Tost nothmg in. ammatlon because

“there was a parson at tHe table,

The naval chaplain has an advan-”

tage over his. brethren in' the: other
.serv1ces in that he has ne1ther rank

nor equ1va1ent rank; Nor has he’ any
prescrlbed‘ un1forrn, ‘an- exceptlon

living “on ‘board Shlp and 1s at” sea..

the chaplams are ‘st ‘work in dock-

 yards. or other shore" estabhshments,
+ for then they are cohstantly exposed
‘to the ‘necessity-of expla'nmg thetns
=‘.‘se1ves -and - producmg eyldence ‘ot

1dent1ty more often than Would other-'
wise be called for R ;

'I'h-e result is® that all the chaplams

.._I have s0’ far met wear & paval cap

somewhat s:mllar to that m general



