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THE ARMY CHAPLAIN
Carrymg Out A Noble Task In France

PHYS[CAL STRAIN

The 'greai. physical strain of all
this is so severe that it has auto-
matlca'lly settled a controversy as to
Whether men over forty or under
40 makes the best chaplains (writes
‘E. A. Montague, special correspond-
ent with the British forces in France,
1o the Manchester Guardian). Other
things being equal, the older men,
particularly those with past war ser-
vice, would probably be the better,

‘but it has been found that they can-

not stand the strain. Of all  the
Anglican chaplains in the forward
-areas to-day only two are over thirty.

There are now 207 chaplains in
France, of whom half are Chuirch
‘of England and a quarter Roman
Catholic, and the other quarter re-
‘present the remaining. denominations,
There are no Jewish chaplains, but
‘the others have copies of the Jewish
burial service, which they lend to a
Jew1sh officer or man fo read if
‘Necessdry, - They alsa fry to put
Jewish soldiers in touch with local
synagogues. Steps are now being
taken to find ocut how many Jews are

:serving with the Expeditionary Force,

iso that the -chaplain~-general can
judge what is the best method of
:serving their spiritual needs.

Long, Arduous Work.

- 'The work of the chaplaing is long
and arduous, but it has its compen-
.sations. Those of them who served
-also in the last war say that on the

- evidence of the letters which they

‘have to.censor “the average soldier is
‘more religious now than he was then,
The number of communicants has
.increased tremendously, more so than
‘it did last time, Men are coming
‘forward to be prepared for confirma-
tion, and confirmation services. will
‘be taken in due course by visiting

bishops all over our area, even in the.

- dront line, wherever there happen to

through

be enough candldates -More and
more mefn, natseated with politics
and their effects, are beginning to

feel that only a great spiritual change
can save the world from a recur-.

rence of these present miseries. War
has brought more than its usual
opportunity to the chaplains, if they
have the wisdom and energy to take
it,

It is Sunday morning. Outside my
warm room the wind is howling and
the rain is pouring down. I am
thankful that I do not have fo go
_out; But there are others who are not
so lucky. All over the forward areas
af this moment men in officers’ uni-
forms with black. buttons and white
stiff collars are hurrying through the
rain, sometimes in cars, sometimes
begging lorry rides or splaghing
the flelds
chaplains, making their way from
one service to another, doing their
duty by the men of the Exped:tlonary

TForce,

Hard things have been said about

chaplains, and will be said again.

‘Onte in a hundred times the Chap-~

1aifi-General’s Department plcks ‘the

wrong man, and his failure- is the

more conspicuous because the sol-

diers’ expectation of him is so high.
The ceaseless dévotion of the other
r_nnety-nlne i less advertised.

' One Padre to 1100 Men.
_The official ration of chaplains is

‘one to every 1100 men. That is not

enough, particularly in these days
when troops are more widely scat-
tered than they were in the last war.
The chaplains have to serve large
areas, and about one in four of them
has o do it on foot. It is common
for Anglican and Nonconformist

chaplains to take five or six dif- .
ferent serviees every Sunday morti-
ing. The Roman Catholics take only

on foot—the -

- twe, but they have to hear confes-
. sions as Well _They must hold their

services in any building they can

- find; the other day a chaplain was

takmg a service in a barn, and was
somewhat interrupted by noises from

' the .other .end of the barn, but his
congregatlon told him to earry on—it

was only.a cow calving there.

. On- weekdays the chaplain is just

as busy. He must help the soldier

to’ fight the evils of boredom and
homesickness. For that purpose he
must, among other things, orgamse
entertainments for the men until the .
more highly publicised professmnal' :
entertainers arrive, and some chap-
lains have been running- concerts
every night for the past “tonth. - He'
censors letters, and enco'urages the
men to write and so keep open “the
channel of commumcatmn ‘betiveen
home and France. 'He mubt’ go about
among his scattered congrégatmn and
talk to them individually. He pro-
vides an unofficial meafns ‘by which
soldiers may express their dlssahsfac-
tion. He must be constantly travers-
ing a big area in the’v:lest of weath-
er, for he serves not-ore’ un1t but
several, sometimes many. '
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CORRESPONDENCE

The Melaneslan MISSIOB.P

May I rerind friends of Mélahésjé
of the annual tuck boxes for thHe
Melanesian Mission field?, It is -hoped
1o supply about Afty individual white
mission workers: with a:-gift. box,
which we hope fo send b:sn the South-
ern Cross next month -

The generosity of subscnbers Is

: .appealed to in order-that -well-filled
boxes may be sent to those working

under difficult conditions in the
tropics. Subscnphons of money, in-
teresting modern books-and old white. .
linen will be welcomed by the sec-
retary . :

* Yours' falthfully, . .
© N. I. HOUGHTQN,
Secretary

St Mark’s Vicafage, ‘R_emuera-, =

' Auckland, S.E.2.



