1st April, 1940.

| WAIAPU CHURCH GAZETTE
© Pastoral Letter.

Bishopscoﬁrt, ‘Napier.

My Dealr People,

I hope that you will read carefully the reprint of General Synod’s
deliberations ‘upon the Report of the Military Affairs Committee: for 11;.

has not received the Dominion-wide publicity that it deserves.

In this country we areé only beginning to realise that the War will
demand substantial sacrifices of one kind or another from us all. Indeed
we can be thankful for being defended from the fate meted out to such
peoples as the Czechs, Poles, and Finns, by their more powerful neigh-

‘bours: for there is no evidence that we are more deserving than they,

.«or our threatened counirymén in Britain.

. Victory will be achieved by nothing less than the maximum of effort
-on the part of all, and in itself will be worth while only if it leads on to
lasting peace, and a world reconstructed more directly in a_ccordance with

the laws of God. . ‘ . ;o

At no time then has the spiritual leadership of the Church been of
greater importance, and in no place more necessary than amongst the men
. of our fighting forces. For some of (;hem may be called upon to render the
supreme sacrifice, others perhaps to' bear wounds and disablement, and as

‘we hope, the majority may return to give a lead in the vital ‘task of -

establishing a better order. It is therefore impossible to calculate the
potential value of religious help and inspiration offered to these young
men, The Army provides for the appointment of Chaplains but, as in our
parishes other things are also needed, in addition to the priest. Churches,
chapels, halls, furnishings, organs, books, and various social amenities 2ll
constitute the setting for the family life of a congregation. And it iz the
task of the “Church Army” to provide corresponding facilities with their
huts and  tents, wherever our troops are stationed. Thege premises cost
money for erection and maintenance. They are open to all irrespective of
denomination, and no charges are made for anything., There are books
-and magazines, writing materials, comfortable chairs, table games, and
light refreshments, conirolled by a qualified officer and presenting a haven
of quiet and rest difficult to procure in a busy camp. '

‘ v
For use at Church Services and also privately, we have already ordered
twenty thousand Prayer Books which will scarcely meet the needs of
Army and- Air Force Chaplains, A Maori edition is also in preparation.
‘Copies of the Scriptures are also in demand.

Premises -and furnishings for Chapel use, at celébrations of the Holy:
‘Communion, and other purposes at the big aercdromes have yet to be

considered, and we are engaging a clergyman to organise this branch of
our Work immediately. 3 :

-One Church Army Officer is now in Egypt, another will accompany
‘the Second Echelon, and funds will be sent to the Senior Chaplain {o meét

‘necessities as they arise.'Our Chaplains do not participate in grants made -
by Patrictic Comnmittees and other bodies in New Zealand who are organ-:

dsing valuable social work.

Church of England people are solely responsible for the raising and
spending of their own funds. In the last war, under similar conditions,
our work was. very successfully accomplished and T have every confidence
that our people wiil stand loyally behind their Church’s determination to
minister effectively to their relatives and friends who are serving their
wcountry to-day. - :

Our Waiapu Diocese has already contributed £565 for which we are
deeply grateful. In Wellingfon magnificent efforts have resulied in a
‘total of £1900 of which £1200 came from collections on one day. . Last
year that Diocese raised £40,000 for their new Cathedral, paid all stipends
in full, and an increased contribution to Missions.
tainly learned how {o give. In proportion to quota the boys of our Waiapu
Districts are leading the recruiting of the Dominion. About half of the
troops belong to the Anglican Communion, and as Sénior Chaplain for our
Church:- as well as Bishop of the Diocese, I appeal most earnestly to you
‘all to play your part in the meeting of our obligations,

‘ Please treat this cause as a part of the sacrifices, which in these days
of momentous happenings, will inevitably be required in one form or
another from us all. : k :

Your Sincere Friend,
_G. VINCENT WAIAPU.

1st March, 1940..

Their people have cer-’

' CHURCH OF ENGLAND MILI- -
""" TARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
.+ Donations received to'20th March,

1940, . . .

Clive .. .. ".. 100 0
. Dannevirke e .24 208
L Gisborne e .. 2111 3
Hastings ‘s . 32.1 3
Havelock : S 4114 1
St. Andrew’s 4 58715 110
St: Augustine’s . o020 101
8t Johns - .. L. 107 6 0.
Opotiki . - .. .. 1518 3
Ormondville .- 818 &6
Otane .., ~ .. S 11119 5
Patitahi Soe ot 1411 6
Porangahau- .. .. '~ 5 0 0
Puketapu - i
Rotorua ., - .. .. .12.10 1
Takapau L 6 N - 3
Taradale - ..'™ ",," " 6 5 .8
Tauranga 1917 9
Te Karaka F 9 0 0
Tolaga Bay 38 0
Waerenga~a-hika Lo 715010
Waipawa .. L4 20D
Waipiro Bay .. - .. - 81°3 7
Wairoa 2 518 8
Waipukurau I 319 9.
Whakatane T T: T
Woodville .~ ., .. 10 1.6
Maori Sources .. 11 6 6

" -Total - £757 18

C e

. FOUND
"IN the Bishops’ rooms ‘at General
" Synod a Conway Stewart “Intar-

national” Fountain Pen. ' ‘Apply to
‘the Diocesan Register, Nelson, '

The Editor:. Would you. kindly

-assigt some Bishop, Clergyman or

Synodsman, by inserting this notice .
in your paper? ) !

Many thanks,
The Diocesan Registrar,
- NELSON. -

- ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The matron of Abbotsford Hoine
‘wishes to acknowledge with many
thanks the following gifts: Fruit, Mr
Moore, Mr. Slater, Anonymous, Na--

‘pier, Onga Onga; Sandwiches, Cen-'

‘tennial Ball Committee, per Mrs. -
Baker; boys’ stockings, “A Friend,”.
Waipawa; clothing and boots, “A -
Friend,” Waipukurau; load of fire-

wood, Mr. F. McHardy; flowers, Mr. -
Miller, Waipawa, . VR



