-WAITAPU CHURCH GAZETTE

1st AprJ.l 1940,

11 a.m.~Lecture, “Church History—-

" The Saxon Pemod” ‘Rev. B. P.-
Williams,

3.30 p.n—-Afternoon tea and wel-

come to members by Archdeacon

‘Rich, and the Vicar of Hastings,

7.30 p.m.—Address and group discus- -

sions—No. 1, “What Youth Can
Do”: Archdeacon Rich, -
Saturday, April 6th,
7 a.m—Holy Communion.
10 to 10.40 a.m.—Devotional study.
Canon Watson.,

11 a.m.—Lecture, “Church History—

The Reformation Period”:

- Neild.

2.30 p.m—Garden picnie.

7.30 pm.—Address and group discus-
sions—No. 2, “The Relationship of
Priest and People”: The Bishop of
‘Waikato.

Preparation for Holy Communion:
Rev. 8, F, N. Waymouth.

‘ - Sunday, April 7th. ‘

7 and 8 a.m.—Holy Communion.

11 a.m.—Sung Eucharist. Preacher,
Canon Watson. '

2.15 p.m.—Procession of witness.

3 p.m—Open-air service at race-
course grandstand, Service con-

«ducted by the Bishop of Aotearoa.
Preachier, Archdeacon Rich.

7 p.m—Evensong. Preacher,
Bishop of Waikato.

; Monday, April 8th,

7 am~—Holy Communion.

10 to 10.40 a.m.—Devotional study
Canon Watson.

11 a.m. Lectures, “Church History—
The Ewvangelical Revival’: Arch-
deacon Rich. “The Oxford Move-

- ment”: Canon A, ¥, Hall,

3.30 p.m.—~Address and group discus-
sions—No. 3, “Religion in the
Home"”: Archdeacon Maclean.

8 pm—Public meeting, Assembly
Hall. Chairman, Archdeacon Rich.
Speakers, the Bishops of Waikato
and Actearca. The Maori Choir

. will sing,

Calendar for "April"

2nd Tuesday —Annunciation of our
Lady.
7th.—Second Sunday after Easter.
14th—Third Sunday after Easter.
21st.—Fourth Sunday after Easter.
25th, Thursday—St. Mark E.M.

Canon

the

‘28th—Fifth Sunday after FEaster.

.(Rogation -Sunday?.
20th, Monday.—Rogation Day.
30th, Tuesday.—Rogation Day.-

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
TOLD IN PAGEANTRY

- Pii:turés:que Centennid
- - Gelebrations -

CRADLE OF CHRISTIANITY

The Bay of Islahds, that -i:eautiful

inlet from the open sea on the East

Coast of the far north, with its hun-
dred islands, and numerous Pohutu-~
kawa-fringed water-ways intersect-
ing the land in all directions, wag the
scene of two picturesque and inter-
esting centennial pageants in the
months of January and February.
Though little visited by the travel-
ling publie, untll modern roading im-
brovements made the district more
accessible, the Bay of Islands has
often been spoken of as the cradle
of Christianity and civilisation in
New Zealand, and the celebrations
which ‘took place there this summer
must have made the thousands of
Maori-and Pakeha visitors who wit-
nessed them feel that the expression
is a very fitting one.

The first ceremony took place at
Waimate on January 2nd, and took
the form of an historical pageant.
Waimate wag the first inland mission
station, the work being begun there
in the year 1831. The farm which
supported the workers was the first
farm to be established in New Zea~
land. The first flour mill was built
there. The present vicarage was the
residence of the first Bishop of New
Zealand, and had been the home of
missionaries for many years before
the arrival of Bishop Selwyn in 1842,

The first theological college was
founded at Waimate by the Bishop,
and was later moved to Tamaki, near
Auckland, to form the beginning of
the present St. John's College. It
was therefore fitting that one of the
special celebrations to mark the cen-
tenary of the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi should take the form of an
historical pageant on the showground

- at Waimate,

The whole enactment was organ-

ised and carried through by the sei-

tlers of the district, and aﬁ'ordec_i‘-a'
most picturesque and instructive sur-

vey of the histoty of New Zealand,

from the first arrival of the Maoris
in their ocean-going canoes to the
present day, which was represented
by a striking display of modern ma-

chinery, including one which dug a
six-foot posthole and placed an elee-

tric power pole in position in a

peried of six minutes,

.. ©One by one, in quick successmn,
the various sectlons of the pageant
entered by a fern-shaded gateway at
the back of the showground, and
paraded round the enclosure. A
large Maori eanoe on a timber truck,

manned by forty paddlers and drawn
by a camouflaged lorry, came first, -
This was tollowed by Captain Cook
in a pinnace rowed by sailors in the
costume of the period: Again the
gate opened and Samuel Marsden,
most wonderfully true to life, walk-
ed into the drena with his fellow
pioneer missionaries. .

They were followed by HEI;IP.V Wﬂ-
Hams, Richard Taylor and other mis-
sionaries on horse-back, Close be-
hind them came Bishop Selwyn in
a bullock waggon, while the Arch-
bishop, with the Pakeha and Maori
vicars of the district, brought up the
rear in a modern motor car. The
whole group assembled in front of a
Maori whare, specially. ereéted for
the oceasion, and a short service was
conducted.

The next event wag the signing of
the Treaty of Waitangi, and Captain
Hobson rode into the arena, accom-
panied by Henry W;lllams, Captain
Nias and other naval officers. This
was followed by a truly spectacular
scene, in which Hone Heke, in full
war paint, cut dowh a real flag staft,
and a taua of Maori warriors faced
a company of red-coated soldlers
The battle was brought to an end by
the firing of a muzzle-loading cannon
of a hundred years ago.

A very picturesque scene wag the
arrival of the early settlers and their
parading round the ground in. the
best Sunday costumes of a hundred
Yyears ago. The Great War was re-
presented by a-company of soldiers
in khaki, and the parade of modern
farming and road-making machinery
‘completed a very.striking display.



