
Newest MP expects
ruffled feathers

The newest Maori MP expects to ruffle a few feathers with
his views on Maori health.

Peter Tapsell is himself a medical
doctor and he plans to make Maori
health one of his top priorities in Parlia-
ment.

“In the past I’ve been a single doctor
and I could only achieve as much as my
pair of hands could achieve,” says Dr
Tapsell, who has replaced Brown
Rewiti as the MP for Eastern Maori.

He has some strong words for Maoris
themselves: “I have a special respon-
sibility to say to Maori people, quite
clearly and unequivocally, that some of
the things we are doing are wrong ....

“I know it’s not going to be a popular
thing to say. But, for example, so many
Maoris are grossly overweight the
answer to that is that Maoris should eat
less and take more exercise. Simple as
that.

“Building huge hospitals isn’t going
to make any difference.”

Dr Tapsell is equally blunt on other
issues but he can best be described
as an “outspoken moderate".

For example, on Bastion Point he
agrees with neither the Government
nor the protesters.

Hard Government
“I don’t understand why the Govern-

ment doesn't reverse its original de-
cision to sell -the land for high-income
housing, and allow either low-income
housing or allow it to be turned into a
public park.

“I suspect that in some ways they're
doing it to make the point that they're a
hard Government going to keep
Maoris in their place for the red-neck
European.

“I'm sorry about that. But that
doesn’t mean I think the Maori pro-
testers are necessarily right.

“For example, the Ngati Whatua
have dissociated themselves from the
protest.

“So my position isn’t altogether solid
one way or another."

On another issue, De Tapsell is op-
posed to ratifying the Treaty of
Waitangi. He believes the Treaty is a
valuable document signed with good-
will on both sides.

“I accept, of course, that along the
way there have been infringements of
what Maoris believed would be the
case. But that’s not unusual. That's the
case for any situation where a more
powerful group of people have sway
over a less powerful group.

“I think we should leave the Treaty
as it is. It should be looked upon as a

sacred document for Maoridom gener-
ally. But I think we should get on with
living. I don’t think there’s any point in
going back to the Treaty."

And Dr Tapsell has no time for the
recent protests at Waitangi.

“My biggest objection to the pro-
testers and I have no bar of them for
this reason is that they desecrate the
marae. In my opion that is utterly in-
excusable.

Conform strictly
“On at least two occasion the pro-

testers have infringed the protocol of
the marae. We’ve had unseemly strug-
gling and fighting.

“I think the marae trustees ought to
go ahead and hold the functions on the
marae at Waitangi, those functions
should conform strictly with Maori pro-
tocol, and that anyone who infringes
the protocol should be dealt withby the
police. I think that’s very important.”

Dr Tapsell had equally strong views
on Mana Motuhake and its leader,
former Labour MP Matiu Rata.

“He doesn’t seem to have gathered
round him a lot of responsible Maoris. I
suspect he himself is quite sorry to see
some of the people he’s got around him.
Drop-outs and non-performers, really.

“There are good people in Mana
Motuhake, and Mr Rata is one of them.
But he’s got a lot of disgruntled people
who haven’t done his cause any good.”

Dr Tapsell says he agrees with near-
ly all the aims of Mana Motuhake
but he expects the movement will
wither and die after its initial blos-
soming.

“If they ever win a seat, it will be our
fault,” says Dr Tapsell. “Certainly, if

they do get a major place in the Maori
political scene, then we four Maori
members should answer for it.”

Not surprisingly, Peter Tapsell is a
strong supporter of retaining the four
Maori seats in Parliament.

“I’ll never convince you,” he says,
“but that’s nothing to do with the fact
that I have one of the four seats.

Not restricted
“I believe that the people holding the

Maori seats are in a position to say
things that very few people can say.”

Dr Tapsell believes, for instance,
that Maori Affairs Minister Ben Couch
is restricted in what he can do for
Maoris because he represents a
general electorate.

“We who are responsible to the
Maori people can put their point of
view without any fear of being chucked
out tomorrow.”

In his first speech in Parliament, Dr
Tapsell made a strong plea for pro-
testing and preserving the Maori
language. He even included a waiata in
his address. “Not any other Member of
Parliament could do that and hold his
seat,” says Dr Tapsell. “Not one."

Without Maori seats, he says. New
Zealand would be left with “a tyranny
of the majority”.

Peter Tapsell describes himself as
“pretty much middle-of-the-road."

He says, “I’m a little to the left of cen-
tre on economic issues. I’m a little to the
right of centre so far as protocol or
morality are concerned.

“For me, stiff Maori protocol on the
marae, and I won’t shift from that view.
For me, a man and his wife and his
children you know. I’m not a sup-
porter of this liberality. I don’t believe
in abortion for example.”

Peter Tapsell says inter-personal re-
lationships (he doesn’t like the term
“inter-racial relationships" are prob-
ably the most important issues New
Zealand must grapple with.

“I think in the long term, this might
even be a much more important issue
than the economy,” he says.

“If we have a New Zealand in which
everyone has a six-cylinder car, but you
dare not walk down the street because
of violence and racial intolerance and
squabbling then I think we'll be the
worse for it.”

Parliamentary Reporter
Nikitin Sallee.

The Norman Kirk MemorialTrust is now open for applications for awards to be
taken up in 1983.

Individuals and groups from the following countries are invited to apply: Austra-
lia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati. Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Solo-
mon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Western Samoa.

The Trustees wish to help those who lack opportunity yet have the ability for self-
advancement, through such things as community projects or training and experi-
ence for the individual.

Applications close on 23 July 1982. Further information and application forms are
available from the following address:
The Secretary,
Norman Kirk Memorial Trust,
P.O. Box 12-376,
WELLINGTON.
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