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The Big Four of
the Broadcasting
Corporation

Warren Mayne, news media
commentator for the National Business
Review and the Listener, introduces the
people who are in a position to ring the
changes in New Zealand broadcasting.
He comments:

Maori broadcasting is on the way in the
wind if not yet actually on the air.

The scene has been set, the awareness is there,
the motivating people are good-intentioned.

The key decision-makers are Pakeha, without
any conspicuous Maori background. But they are
willing both to provide, and one suspects, atone.

All especially, Hugh Rennie, have
acknowledged that Maori broadcasting is a matter
strictly for Maori to control and consume.

That in itself may not be that bad a starting
point.

Hugh Rennie is a top lawyer, from a
legal background, the epitome of mid-
dle class success with a longtime in-
terest in the media. A lucid thinker and
a carefully attentive listener, he is im-
bued with a sense of his public duty and
a sensitivity that leads him into consul-
tation, the tapping of the views and ex-
pertise ofothers, recognition of cultur-
al values and the cultivation of consen-
sus wherever possible.

Radio New Zealand director-general
Beverley Wakem came up through the
ranks of state radio, through talks and
current affairs, and made it to the top
as first woman appointed to top job in
any major state activity. She is aware of
the difficulties facing women, is wide-
ly respected for her sensitivity to the
needs of Maori, ethnic and social
minorities in a world long dominated by
middle-class Pakeha male values and an
advocate of radio’s role in catering for
specialist needs.

Hugh Rennie, chairman of the BCNZ.

Beverley Wakem, director general
of Radio New Zealand.


