
Voting rights

Maori voters may lose their
right to vote because of
electorate boundary

changes and slowness in getting on
the revised electoral rolls.

At the end of last month only 80-85
percent of the roll revision cards sent to
the four Maori electorates had been
returned. This compares with the na-
tional average return of 94 percent.

A complete revision of the electoral
rolls has recently been done in prepara-
tion for this year’s General Election.
Last year the Representation Commis-
sion changed the boundaries of many
electorates, so that they now have ap-
proximately the same number of voters
in each of them.

Although the four Maori electorates
were to have similar populations the
commission paid particular attention to
tribal affiliations and used maps and
other reference material which indica-
ted the historical tribal boundaries.

The changes to the Maori electorate
boundaries are shown in the map. If the
confirmation card sent to you after the
rolls are published shows that you are
in a different electorate, it’s because of
the boundary changes.

The right to vote for the political
candidate of your choice in a Parlia-
mentary election is a basic democratic
right in New Zealand.

But to exercise this right you name
must appear on the Parliamentary elec-
toralrolls. You can enrol for this year’s
election by completing an enrolment
form, which is available at any post of-
fice.

Printed rolls will be available in ear-
ly July at post offices, court houses, lib-
raries and citizens’ advice bureaux. All
eligible voters should check that their
names are on the roll and that all their
particulars are correctly recorded.

If your name is not on the roll, or if
any of the details are not recorded cor-
rectly on the rolls, you should complete
a new enrolment form at any post office
immediately.

Maori carving
and carver
Mr Hikairo Herangi stands beside his
Maori carving which was given to the
captain of the new Liquigas tanker
Tarihiko by her sponsor, Mrs Rosa
Birch. Mr Herangi’s carving is a
manaia. The figure represents the
Maori god of the sea, Tangaroa. The
green colour represents life and growth
with the lightning flashes representing
energy. Tarihiko means carrier of
energy. The carving was done by Mr
Herangi at the Tainui Trust Board carv-
ing school at Ngaruawahia.
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